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S~OU LACASSIZ t DEWEY· CASAURANC;, ~o. 
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In the M.:l.tt.er. o£ the. Appl,ictl.ti.on.ot- ). 
LACASStt" WA~ ~ORKs t: Do partnership., )-
and . S:WON LACASSIE a.."ld DMY' CASAURANC'f. ). 
in~v,ic;ua.llY.· Md' ·as. par'tner:s . .r, 'associ,a:t.ed· ), 
in b~$ines$ 'under the eommon.name,~d. ) 
:style' <:>!. I.ACASSIE :>iA.TER WORKS ... !o~·· ) 
authori·iat.iQn,~to· abandon. their, water- ) 
service; system? and property. ) . . .. " . ,) 

.. .. . ." .... . .. 

C~ No. J.807 

Applic.ltion. No· .. 27594 

L,e::oy. E •. 'I'hOm.~5, !.or. Berkeley· CompanY, ... , Compl...dMn~ •. 

T~o~~ F:. McBx?-de., tor SiI:leon· ~~~3i-e Ilnd 
D.ew.ey; C.l~urang, De!endants and ·Ji.ppli"cants-.· 

O.P IN! ON 
.... I~ - • .-.. --.~~ 

Berk.eley, COI'llP::u"lY' is ' . .:t eor~r.:l..tion<:ngo.eed.. in. real, <:st~te bU$:i.ncss and'n,:;: 

::u~haJ.leges, that in A~tion:,No •. l$1l5:, tI. ,jud.gment WQ.S rend.ered. 'in-·the . Superior· 

Court i~ ~C; for. th~, CoW?-tY" ot·. C<?ntra· Costa. .gr:l!'lt1ng to Ma.ry- E •. Lacassie and ·Sioe.on· 

La<:as~~e? oper.~torz ,ot ·the La:~:rzie,:W.o.ter .Work,,? Don ,a.wLLrd 'gr3nting 'the use '0£:' 

certain. re.al property.~ in Contra,. Coi3t.l.' CountY': !or) ,the . production, .$al~ and· distri-
• , \ I , • , 

b\,ltior~ of .watcr· .. to cert.lit'l. residents;in:.c.nd .adjacent.·to· the. City o£W8ln'tlt' Creek •• 
• r 0 •• ' •• ' • 

said ~,E.' .I..ac.~ocie D:l,~t Simeon ~Laca.s~i~. eO:lducted a water' comp~ .. • It· is. also· . . 
aD:eged .that ::aid ',rc31 Px:-cP.~rty has now: been· aequired. ·by. the Berkeloy: Company ~ .. 

-l-.- , 



EF - A.Z759J. - c •• ',- Fe. 2 .. , . .' 

that:tor sev~ral years la~t past no wat~r'~ee~h~, beeti ~endored to any '. . 
COMumer!J by the Lac.o.s:5ie v;~ter Works, ~md t.h~~. by rea~on of', said .lwsrd .:.nd u:c 

• I" 

t.here now c~'t~ II cl,oud"J.pon the titlc' o~ the','X'ctU. propex;t:t. held by' compllliruu:lt 

com?~." 'l'he Be~keley' Company thcrei'ore .:I.Sks tho Comm1:::oion tor un order decreeins 

that Lc.c~ic ila-tor '~;ork') now jointly. ownl!d .by Sim~on Lc.c:l.ss'ie '.?rid ;Dewcy Casaur.lng, 
. : ; r!·: .~.l· ,.', ., 

has been cii~continued Md. that public. utility .WJl,'t.er 
, • ":"'~'~~ ,'::>y ..... ::, ,... . • ' 

tor ccrt.c.!:.n O'ther relie! .. . ' . ,'. 

An 3nZWer was tiled oy Sioeon Laeassi~ wherein he admitted that ee~~1 
• •• If" ~ .1 

, ' , 

of thc .:-.J.leg.:l.t1ons in the cOtlpln1Irtt 8l'C true conc<!rning th'': U:lC ruld, occu~ation'~{':: ,. 

cc~n re~ property gl".:l.ntcd tq M4ry, E. Llc.:l.ssie and. Simeon' l.a.c<.L::=ic :by s~id' 

Action No_ 18115 in t.he Superior Court. in .:md tor the Co~ty ot~' Contra Costa" 3%'l.d 

turthemore .:l.dmits that the l.:.i.cas3ie W.:ltcr Works does not. 3UPPly.'8rlY cu:::;tomcrs with 

wnter ~t t~= time and h~3 notsupplied~ customcr~ :!o~ 5ev~ral,yc~r~ 13.5'1:. pa:t. 
, , 

It iz ~eged. tha.t: on or l100ut June 12, 1942", COl'!lP~t, Berkeley Comp:l:'lY, 

'without al'ljI'l right or privilege whAt~ocver, and in violat1on of l:lw) trespMscd 

upon the property oi' dc1'end.:l.nt, by gra.ding Qlld. subdividing the property which 

de!encia.'"lts ~ad 'been 3wt:l.rded the usc oi' tor the pu.rpo!'c' of oper~tine a. wa.tcrwork.s". 

to the ond th~t the damage w~s ~o great ~~ to render it iopo3sible tor detendants , . 
to continue tho operationot solid waterworks~ Request is ~h~re£orc~de th~t the 

complaint be dismi~sed. 

Subs~q,uent. to t.he tiling ot the complaint ;Jl<:!- ~er in the above 

entiUed proceeding~ tho I.ae.:l.ssie i~{,j.tcr ;;ork3, t\ eo-:par~:ler::;hit>, Md Sieoon 

, I' 

lAea~sie .lnc. Dewey Ca~3ur~, indiVid.uAlly Md as pat:'t.ners, riled ~n applie.:Ltion 

with 'this Co'l:lo:i:ssion tor ulltho:ri't.~ .. to n'oandon ,public 1.l.tili'ty w@tel" service, oystcm 

ano !>%,opcrty. 'In this applicntio'n, l.u:lOng other; things" it i~ ."Ueged. thAt I,.:;t.-cae:sie'l 
I 

that 1'or <:I. num~r or ,?c:;rs la.s~ past no water ~ervice h/.l!l 'oeen rend.eX'4:d. to any 

customers ,what:.oev.er 'by and. ttu'0ugh the Lueassie wiater Tilorks :lystem" th:lt no 
I 

consumers nre ~in:g served at. ·pre~ent nor 'Gre cont.e:npl8:1:.cd. to 'be :seX"'led. here.l!ter .. 
, ' . 



It is tUX"t.her ru.J.eged. t.n..'l"C. the propcrtic3 ot the wuter ::;yst.em through. tormer u::e by . I.. . I.... ." . . .' ." '" .: l",. ',' ., .: ." ' •. ' I' • .;,,~ t / ~ r 4 • ,. ",. '. ., '.' 

applicants herein and. through the provi~ions o! the 3.'W~d. granted. in tho above 
· .' .' ~,-:. f • t ••••• , ......... .'~ ... ~~,' 'j ,t I ~. ~ .1. . ,f I '.1 

mentioned Action No. 18115 r~vc constituted a cloud on said property and~ve ,'i': ", .... : ,",. , ..... ,,-,~. ,. ¥~,','" I" ~'. Ii t. ,"'. ,'to 

ad.verselY affectod the ~alo thereof. ~or ~hi$ an~ other ~e~~on3, ~he ~pplicantz 
• " .••• :' • I ,J •• I" " ., : : '..,. ~ ~...; :' • .1 , • '. I .. ' I. ... t. 

here~ request the Commiss~on to eu.thorize the di~continWlnee of pu"blie utili;t7 
'. I • I • . :. t!9. -,.. • ~. ~. I" -,.:. ''I ~ If,. ',. • \0 it j • '. • ( " 

water tlervice by the Laca~sie \'later Vlork3 Md :.~bandonrnent or s.ud. properties Me 
" t. •.•• .. " : •• • ..' ,'I t ~I .' f' •• '~ I':: f .. , ':" • ~ .' • 

to be relieved ot all public utility obligation~ in conn~et1on therewith. 
, : ~ ,: ... . , " ... ~ .' \" "", ',.".~." 1.' .' I I~ .' :'. " ' 

" A public hcDring WolS! held :in these two proce~d.in.gs in Utlrtinez', Contra 
'" . '" • ". ... t - '.~ I' : . t' ~ ".. .. " ' '.' '" , 

Costa. Cou."'lty, bcror~ Ex..;miner MacKall,. at wb1eh t:iJ:le it was ,'\greed ,'rJy ~l partie= 
~ , , , • 'r ,,., , '. ~ '. f f • I .". • f iii, j , • • ; • • .. • " I ... a. • ' 

concerned that the two matters be combined for hearing and decision • . ' ~ f'· .. '. . ... : I ., It' ~. ~. • ," " ;. .... • #." ~ ( 

BY re4Son or v~ce w~ch has ~isen in connection with the nameo! 
." .. _0" '. '.,.. t " ..... ; 1 •• ~: "I ( '.'" • • .I, ,,' : 

Simeon Laeas~io in the comp~"'lt. as riled, the application, a~ wella~ in certain 
, • ~ , " . '. : t. I •• ' ~ ~ • ~ '.' • " • ~ I I' :,," " I " ... t~. ~ ~ , t 

other official document~ ~d paper~, it wa~ stipulated. that the various ~~es u~ed 
'.. '" • ' • , • " • : • '.,"" tI ~ 'f'·· .; I I." • f. • • ' ," 11' • " . 

in referring t.o Mr. I.a.c::l.ssie, such as S&mllel, Simon and. Simeon, be considered to 
. '. ," .. ~." ' ".;.,. ,. I,,' "\ , I , •. ~ t: ,~ . . ..' '., I " 

refer to Mr. Simeon Lacassie ~ hi~ ·t.rue name 1 which t13.me hereinafter will be uzed. 
'. I. • _ • II .' '" '.. • '" " ~ '. , ••• } • •• ". i ~ ':; • ,~ ........ ." ; I I ./ 'I " 

By stipulat:i.on it. wes ag;reed by and. between Mr. Leroy B .. 'l'honw.sand 
,'~ .. ;. ... ·.iI .' ': ' .. ".,t",' .'., • i • '"'. • 

Mr. Tho~ F. UCEride that in the event the Commission authorized the abandonment 
.' . '. ; ". •. .. lit. • f; I f 4 I • "; I. t' ..' ~ ~ I ,.~ •• ." ~ 

and discontinu~ce or public utility s~rvic¢ in A?plicat.ion No .. 2159~, that there-
• ~ .;' ~ .. '.. " ... \"" ~' •••• ,.\."' ,".' ,.,' • ,.1' '40 J' ',' t 

upon the complaint of Berkeley Compony may be co~idered ~~~scd by request o! 
, I, ~ • ) ~. • • .,. ".' ';. ,~ ~ ,J t: . 'j f • '': t • 1/·', 

counsel tor Berkeley Company. 
• J __ "., ., ... ',. i. . . 

According to the testimony, npon the'death or Uar.r E~ Lneas~ie the 
t' '/ ',. I' • It 1.. • • . '<" : '*.'.' .: I • : ,J. .' oil f"~' I." , ,'. ,,' " 

Lacassie Watd' Works 'became \t};e property in undiVided ht:J..r-interczts of Simeon 
• ' " ... f "', .' • .... f I ~ , ; 'I> J. .:. . .' . . ,. ,: ' 'I I" 

~ca~sie ~d Dewey Casaurang. Suo~equent to the riling of Ooth.o! theso proceedings 
, t, .' , ~ • '," ,.' ., <" '" , (.' I •. :. ' ... io I. • • ' • .' I • I I 

:Jon .tI.greement wa" entered. into by Md ootwecn Berkeley Comp:my .me. Simeon I..a.ca:::zie 
_" 'I,. '. . ; • ,'., ,.. It I •• (,' •• ',........ ' •• ~~~ " • II'. 

, . 
:.a:.d. Dewey ~~ur~ in w~eh i t W3~ a.greeci toot Berkeley Comp.::my will pay a total 

, , " ' •. ~ ,}i; .,:, 4 't; I I I ~ , ' •• ,',.. .... , '.' • '" ; , •• ' 

of $625 t.o the owners 0: the L..'\ca.s$ie t.olter 1Jlor~- in con,iderat1ol:1 Q£ the gr:l.nting 
.' ; • I. • ' " '," ., ,.,' • I ~ , " iIIr • " ' '. I '~. 'I I •• ' : ,'. 

o! a ~t-elaim deed by said owner3 to Berkeley Company covering the properti~$ 
• "." I I r _f • ",: ~," I ~'. ~', ~. ~,,::.':., ' • .... ..' :" •• J 

and. rights involved herein a.."1d. the signir.g o! ~ bill or sole to ~aid Eerkeley 
• :' -. ' ." ; I, • • Ii' .". • I ~ '. ( .', , .. , • • " .. j I tI ." .)! 

Company ror ~u.ch propertie!i and. right$. The .?bove mentioned quit-eJ.ajm deed.' :.m~ 
, j ~. I.. • I .'" l' " . ., r • , 'I • ~ ." , " '. :" • • • .... ' I" ~ .. ~ : ' 

-3-



, , 

bill o! zale have been properly executed end placed. in C6,er.o~ in the ':Contr,l), Costa 
~ , , t t 

County Title. Company offices ~d the $625 has been d~poeite~ likewise with ~ai~ 
• • ••• I • 

comp~~ The' tr~~sact1on ~ be complet6d it and when th~ California P~lroad . .. . " ...... . 
Commiszion authorizes tbe d1~continu~ee or public utility water ~ervice ~$ 

prayed. herein. 

In. view ot the' fact 'that no )\'.:l:ter :seX'V",l.ce ,hll~ :Oe,er..r.e~dered to 3:fJY 

'customers tor severnl yo:::. la-s't p~3t :md of the ';:'urther ,ro.ct tMt :no public . . .' . 
utility water service now i'5 possibl-e 'through :the tort?;¢ir "!Y .. ter ::yst.em o,t the 

-I.:lc.ls8.:e Wuter "Work~, Md :i.t 'ap.,c.:u-ing ~th'atit 'is in .the ,best in~rests or ,the ,. , 

public'thllt :luiho;ciztl.tj.on 'to cliscontirule ,public ,U'c:!J"i ty 'l':ltf!r ,service 'b<! grant.ed. . . , ' 

in order to ,~:,emove '·the clOUd covering"t,he·.title -to tho solid properties ~v~lvcd. 

'herein" the 'rcque'~t for Authority 'to C1iscontinue pu,.,lic, utility ~ater!Jcr:v.1eo 

by 'the ··ta.ca.ssie ~;.s:ter Works -...dll be :lpproved ~in the :l"ollo~ 9rd.~X:" .!n 

.lccor~ce With th(! 'ztipulation referred. -to Abov~, tlle .co~plain,t. h~r~in . wiJ?- be . " 

O;·.R.D'E·R - .......... ---. -
'Application ane complaint'~s abo~e· cntitl~d having been filed. with the 

• tp '. 

?.:.l.ilroa~ Coriwi:s~io.. ..... > 'a~bllc·.hcarinehe.vine" been helc thereo~, the mattcri 

; having been'~dJly' submitt.ed and' 'the Commi~:Jion- now b~~ !ull:r )ld.y1sed. ,in the 

preml.:les; 

. 
partner~, ·'o.pe;ra.ting ·under t.he 'f:s':c:ti'tiolJ,o firm rw:te ,Me\. "st.yle -o~ 1...lco.c:;i~ Water 

'Wo:'k:.; 'in ,o.nd, in: :the' vici:n1ty .01" 1:.h<: 'City .of, Vl.:.lnut, Cree;:,. Count:r o! Contra Costo." . .' . .. 
~e'~~d'they·are herOby·uuthorized. to discontinue 'all pu~lic.utilitY,Wlltc~ service 

by o..."ld through '~a.id., LAQssie Wator Viorks.· and 3tand .:t:elieved. ,01" ill public ut~ty 

obligati¢n~ .~"ld'lia~ilitics:in conncction,thorewith·&3.0! the dAtc,ol"this, Order. . .. 
. ,I! IS ~'PJ:!mB";(' 'FURTKER ORDERED· tho.t S!.me,on Lsaeo.3sie. and ,Dewey Ca~urang 

I' ., . ~ 

::hnll i'i.le With thii' Ccllll':d:zsion, 'within' thirty (30) .d.ays '!1'om. and ~!ter the dat(l 
, .' . 

. ,-4'" 



o!~hi~ or~er, a copy o!'~he ~t-claim deed:and.o!·thc:bill or sale 01' the 

propertic~ and ~ntere~t~ herein·1nv~lvec • 
. ITIS 'rmREBY ·FURTHER ORDE?.ED ,.that ·.the above en"O:l:t:led "Comp~t, 

Case 'NO' .. ·J.J307-
7 

for the rea30n!5:>tate(1.'a,b¢ve, ··b'e and ji.t :is'hereby dismissed • . 
For ~ other purpo~cs, the.effective date.o! ~his ~6r shall be 

~.,.,en~y· (20) days ·.i'rom an<i 'a1'ter ~he lckl:te' hc.~co£. 

'D~ted at~ ( ~4<J ,., ««-&'.1" Cili.i'.Qrnitl, "this . / \S ?-f.. - <iayo£ 

.. fMit,.. . ,'1946. ~4 

~~:.~ 
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