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Decision No. 39554

. BEFOR3 THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Tn the Matter of the Application of ) - (:}Ij
Marin-Sonoma Fast Freight, Inces bk R @ 0 Zﬂ f
Merchants Express Corporatlon, and ) A&
Vallejo, Express Company, for an )
rder authorizing the establishment. ) e
of joint rates between points on: the. ) Application Noo 27730
Tine of Marin-Sonoma Fast Freight, )
Ine., and points. on the lines. of %
)

»
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Merchants Express Corporation: and:
Vallejo. Express. Companye.

/

Appearanges:
Aaron H. Glickman.and Douglas Broolman,; for’ Applicants.’
E..L. Van Dellen for.Southern Pacific Company, Northe~
western.Pacific Rallroad  Company, v Pacific Motor
Trucking Company: end Petaluma and Santa Rosa
Railroad Company, Protestants.:
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By this application,;Mhrin-sénoma#Fést'Fréighf;'Iné;;’
ferchants Express Corporatisn, and Vellejo-Express Cdmpany}}highﬁay’
common;carrierS},seek'authority?to-estéblish“ﬁhrough routésvand“
joint rates and to operate through ejuipment for tﬁe-tr&nSportétidn '
oﬁ.pfoperty.@

Marin~-Sonoma operates: between San Francisco and Héaldsburg
ard intermediate points. . Mgrcnanxs is. engaged infbperations‘beé‘
tween SénﬂFranciscb,vSoutnuSan.Ffancisco;HOaklahd,'San‘Lédndro;
Eayward, Richmond .and.other points in Alameda and CohtréVCos%a'v
Cquntiésm Vallejo Zxpress 1s}inmoperdtion'between San Francisco, '
Oakland and Vallejo, Napa, Calistoga and’ intermediate poihté‘inf
Soland and-Napa Counties.. . I%..4s  proposed to' establish joinx'élass
ra;es,betweenApoinﬁs served by Marin-Sohoma and those -served by
Merchants and. Vallejo Express. Traffic will be interchanged between '

these‘carriers.at_SansFrancisco;w-
. -] .
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A public hearing was held bofore Examiner Bradshaw at
San Francisco- on September 17, 1946..

Joint rates are now ﬁaintained'by larin~Sonoma with -
Haslett Warchouse Company on traffic moving between the East Bay
cities and points Inm Marin and Sozmoma Countiess Ilerchants is also
a party to joint rates with Sonomz Express Cémpany; 5erving'the
territory between Petaluma and Healdsburg but nottsdumh}of'Petalumam

Applicants are controlled by the same~étockhblders« Their
witnesses testified thgt the proposed joint rates are necesséry'tb
develop additional tonnage, reduce handling costs by operating
through equipménz when the vdlume.df traffic justifies, and effect -
improved load and use factors of‘aqnipment now in operation. They
vere of the belief that Merchants could obtain considerable freizht
from shippers it now servesiin the East Bay destined to points in
Marin and Sonoma Counties not reached by the Somona Express Company.
This traffic, It was sfated; now moves via Haskett under tha-joint
rates to which Marin—Sonbma is a partyes If handled by‘MérChants,
instead of Haslett, it is anticipated that a more efficient .use could
be made of Merchants” equipment operating from the East Bay to
San Francisco. Irans-bay'traffic.is:much‘lﬁghmer westbound than in
the opposite direction and it is sometimes necessary to move eﬁpty‘
esuipment. fron Qakland to. Saw Franciscoe |

The use of through equipment is contemplated whenmever the
volume of freighf tendered for transportatlon amounts to: 10,000
pounds Or OVere. ‘While‘applican£3'éxpect to recedive a substantial
amount of traffic for movement £rom the East Bay to Yarin-Sonoma
destinations, most of which is now handled by Haslett'betﬁeen'the‘
East Bay and San Francisco, no estimates were given of the approximate

daily tonnage they anticipate obtaininge It is stated’thatvat present

8 to 10 tons per day move via the Haslett and Marin-Sonoma route and
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that one and onc-nal* van -Loads wof miseerlaneous freight, exclusive
of large lots, are trans ported daily by.Mbrcnento destined to pointo
reached by the Sonome Express company .

To the extent that through eguipment is operated, appli-
ca“ts asseru, a more expeditious serviee will be available than can
oe performed under present conditionss Delays are said to-occur by
renandling ahipments at San. Franciaco terninels == o pr_ctice waien
wourd be eliminated by operatrng through equipment, The probeble
saving in transit time would. eppear to be. as nuch as one’ day. It
is claimed uh&t the use of through equipment is. not *eaoible in- con-
nection with the present arrangement between .Haslett and Marin-Sonoma,
beceuse the vehicles of . the former are. of a tyre which’ cannot e
atteched to the latter s tractor wunits.. On: the other hdnd, the
equ;pment operated by each .of ;the.applicants. is seid o be of the
oeme type and can be used interchangeably. - .

The ehowing concerning availadle. treffic oetween points
served by Mar n—Sonoma and Volrejo Exprecs: was ‘semewhat general in
nature. Although Paci‘ic Motor 2rucking Company, Southern’ Pacific,“
Vortnnestern Pacifrc and °everal contract: carrlere operate in the
territory, applicanto clainm that tney nave~received reqaesto to
establi h service bouwcen these. points. .

Ihe proposed retes between.pornts served by Merchant, and.
Lerin-Sonoma are the same 25 now maintained by-oheolatter in con~
nection wdth Haslett and are tﬁe~minimum‘retes establisnediby'f
Deczsion No. 31606 as amended, in Cage. No. -4246 . - Between points
sexrved by Vallejo Express and Marin-Sonoma, however, it is proposed
to pdblish ratee aoprorimately 110 per cent of the mirdmun rates
oetxeen such points, ercept that no rates' are: proposed ‘for welzht
brecAeto higher than 4,000 pounds. - JAccording to the- witnesoes, ar

lower 1evel of‘rates would not be compensatory, considering the o
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'Iogger'hggi”vié appl;cantsJ route. and tne fact that it entails the
-c:ossing-of ﬁwb'ﬁoll bridgese On the other hand, they were of the
opinion that a‘ﬁigpe: basis of rates would not attrzet traffic to
the proposed route. Appiicants'~witnessos-alSo stated that ratcs
for welignt brgckezs over 4,000 pounds were not belleved to be
necessary between these points, but that they were wiiling to estab=-
lish them if-a demand therefor: should: ardse., In order to effect the
desired'pgblicatipn, relief from the long-and~short~haul. provisions
-of Section Bl:orgﬁyxicie,le,of the.State Constitution and Seetion'
24(a).0f the Public.Utilities Act: is sought..
The‘proposed route between nost, of the points served by

Vallejo Exprcss-ahd marin-Sonomawié cogsiderably longer than?thef
highway distances over,direcf:routes.%' The volume-of. traffic .on’
both of these carriers.is heevier from: San Francisco-than.in 'the’
oppqsite_direction. While on. the.line of the originating carrier,.
shipments between.Vailejo Express and larin-Sonoma points mwuldrhove
in the direction. in.which traffic is the lightest.. However,,tﬁe«
movezent on the line of the destination carrier-would be in-the
directiqn,in_wh;ch;the,pxeponderénce of. the troffic is haﬁdied..

| Representatives of two indusiries, which make daily sﬁip--
men:s'fromHOaklapd;to:the MarineSonoma‘area,,were«called.as wit~
nesses,for_appiicgnts. They. testlified that shipments were forwérded"
via llerchants to points 1t Is able 'to serve in connection with Senoma’
Zxpress Coppany, but Haslett was used to .the balance of the‘territo:yﬁw
Ezen of these vwritnesses. conplained of. the pickup service rendered by~
Haslett, expressed satisfaction with thav pefformed‘by Merchants,.
and stated that 4n the event the proposed joint rates were esfabiished
1

For example: The constructive highway mileage between' Calistoga
and "lealdsburg, published in the Commission’s Distance Tavle No. 3, .
is 2v.5.mlles; the proposed rates between these points are the..
equivalent of, the minimum.rates applicabdble for. 35 constructive miless:
and the constructive mileage via applicants' provosed route through -
San Francisco. is 189 miles. |, -
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the traffic now handled by Haslett would’beféivertéd to Merchanter.
The reason for doing 5o, they sald, was the more satisfactory pickup
service of Merchants and ‘the prospects of recelving faster service
‘than ﬁ:eseﬂtly-a?ﬁilabzﬁo © ‘One -of ‘those witnesses stated that three
days are now‘re&uirdd‘t0~move'shipments'via*the'Haslett and Mafinr
Sonorma routo, while the other charactorized 'the proposed rservice as
‘necessary becduse qﬁiéker*délivbrieszbuld be’afforded. sA-thiid
public ‘Wwitness, engaged in distridbuting lubricating 1% from
¢San'Rafaél'to*variousApoints,served‘by'VaIlejo-Express,-testified‘
that'éhibﬁents'transpdrted'wy Pacific Motor Trucking Company were
frequently delayed’--sometimes Lfrom 7 to éSvdays - and that he

'wodld"&sc‘the ﬁroposed service .of Marin-Sonoma and Vallejo Express

‘in order totobtdin’faster service.
:ébﬁthern’Pacificﬁcom@any,ﬂNortnweéfern?Pacific-Railroad
‘Company,-Paéific Wotor Trucking Company and 'Petaluna and .Santa
'Rosa-RailrSad=Company appeared at“theﬂhearing'and,protestednthe
. grantingiof the application. They took rno:further part in the
roccedings than to cross-~examine applicants' witnesses. ! No
V%%idénéé was offered- concerning the service of* these cairiers;in
thé'territbry’covered by~tne~application;
‘Phe’ prospectsof’improving the service to the public, as
a“result'of‘establishing :he-proposed‘through~routes and joint
“rates, will necessarilyfdepcnd!uponﬁthe‘freqaency.with wvhich. traffic
1s offered-in quantities to'justify the operation of through equip-
zent. This is a matter which. cannot-be determined with certainty
- from the faets presented; Lﬂhefrecbrdbis also somewhat. indefinite
concerning the extent' to-which shipments will be expedited by
'opefating-thrbugh equipment when ‘it is convenient.or economical '

40 4o so. Nevertheless, ‘it appears that the showing is sufficient

B




27730-i8 @

to justify the conclusion that,: sé faf as the proposed throbgn route

and joiat rates. betwocn Merchants and Marin SoRema are concerned,
a substantial daily volume of tédffié can be éﬁtf#cted to the
new Toute, and thet the public will Berofit by & more expeditious
highway "commron. carrier service -than now availablc.

.As has ‘been °tated, the evidence' as o prospectivc traf’ic:
vetweon points served by Marin-Soncma and‘Vallejo Expre;s is con-
fined to generalitics.. Mo&eover; no showing was préséﬁied'iﬁ'
support.of appiicants< contertion that the proposed rates £5 and’
fron point reaghed: by Valledo Express will be compcnvatory. Id;
view of the extremely circuitdus‘route applicantg propoge to use in
Transporting ghibmenx, betwccn Marifi-Sonohna and’ Vallcdo uxpreﬁs
points,, and the. general: conaitionu under which highway cotmen carrinr
operations are at nrcscnt conducted, apwroval of the’ propoaed rates
mast be srithheld, in-the: abuOan of a showing that thgy will be
reasonadly compensato:y for th; service rondered. The\auﬁhorizatién'
of a through Touté betweem these points avpareatly would not serve
any purposc-if contingent upon the eétdbiiéhmént;of‘hiénér'rétés7
thanwproﬁbsed,, As‘applicahts‘coﬁcé&e,;sqéh‘a réﬁé 1ével‘wddid bo
£oo nigh for competitive purposes. ‘

Uponxconsiderﬁtion'of:gliitﬁé'fécts’and'cifcﬁméténcés of
record in. this procecdihg;'thé'bdmmfssion iévof'tﬁé'opiﬁion4and“
finds that the establishment of ‘thTough routes and joint rates)

neluding the. operation<f-tnrough’eqdipﬁéntﬁ‘betﬁAén'bdiﬁts sef%ddk
by 'lierchants’ and Marin—Sonoma 4 Justified” ana should bc approved.
We further find that the establisnment of’ through routes and joint
rates between points.served by Jarin—Sonoma and’ Va@lejoyExpress.'
Bes ot been ‘shown to' be in' the pubdlic intéfest’éﬁd“éﬁd&i& e

disapproved. . Antappropriatc order Will be entered.
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A public noaring having been neld in tﬁelabofe'enxiﬁléd
'applicaczon ann based upon the evidence reccived at the honring
and apon the conclusions and findings sot forth in' the preccding
opiatorn,
o IS HEREBY ORDERED that i rin-Sonoma:Fasf'vééizﬁiﬁtzﬁc.;
2 corporation, and, Merchants Expross Cowporation, ar ooroor tion,
be nnd oney are herooy autherized to: establish.-joint’ through routes,
| ratos, rulcs and rcgulntzon,, and ‘to.operate.through eqninment,“for
tne transportation of SLrelght betvocn points on- the ‘line of' Mnrin-
Sonoma :ast Froivnt, Inc..gnd polnts om the aines of‘Mcrcnanto
Erpre s

rticle XII of the California, Constitution and Scction*24(a) of'
uhe Public Utilities Act,,to tho extont necossary-to'carry’ out the
effcct of tnis orders und that the. retes, rules and’ rcgulations
nerein nnthoyized:may,beﬁpublished and: £iled on not'less’ tnan,five"
(5. days} notice to tne‘Comnission and the publics '~
' ID IS EZRESY FURTHER ORDERED that, in.all other respects,” '
the appl*ca ion in this proceoding be znd it is hereby denicd.
Thc .authority ncrein granted shall be void unle the '
rates, rules ana regulations authorized An this: order are published,
£31 ed and made ‘effectiye. within sixty. (60Y. days irom the effective

dave herpof.
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This order shall decome cffective twreaty. (20) aays fron

the date hereof, , , )
Dated at San Frameisco, California, this /5™ day of
October, 1946. | | |

oo Commissioners:




