Qi Bxe

Decision No. S L IS S

SERORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE' STATE CF CALIFORNIA

0RIGIg

Application No. 27488

In.tho Matter .of the application of
Asbury Repid Transit System, 2 cor=
porq31 n;,for.auth9r;ty to opcrate a
motor coach transportation service as

a common corrier for compensation
botweon the City of San Fernando, on
the one hand, and that section of the
City of Los Angeles known as Hollywood,
on the other hand, and all intormediate
points .
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DON L. CAMPBELL and RODNEY F: WILLIAMS, for Applicant;

C. W. CORNELL ahd E.L:Ei BISSINGER, for-Pacific

Electric‘Railway,qupahy;‘Pfotestant;,énd,K;,CHAS. _

BEAN, for the Board of Publlc Utilitics and Transpor<

tation of tho City of Los Angoles, Interested Partys

QRINIQX
By the &bove-numbered application Asbury Repid Transit
Sysic@; a corporation; seeks authority (to establ;éh a motor coach
transportation scrvice between the City of San Fernando and that
section of Los Angeles Ynown as Hollywood:| Public hesrings in this
procecding were held befope Examiner Ager on June 20 and September
s iéhﬁ; and the matter. was submitted for determipat;on on the
latter dates
Applicant an@ its predecessor in interest have boon pro=-

viding & motorized transportation service vetween the cities of San
Fernando and Los Angeles by way of San Fernardo Road for a groat
mANYy Years. As the San Fernando Valley and, adjacent territory has
developed, applicant has oxpanded its sorvices to mect the increased
neod for public trensportation and in keeping vith this plan 1t now
oporates a linc that oxtonds from o connection in Burbank i th its

Los Angeles-Sen Fernanco Lire to Hollywood via Cahuenge Pass. In

the insﬁént bfoéeedingt Asbury secks authority to establish and .

operate~g sorvice vetween San Fornando and Hollywood by -way of Laurel

Canydn Boulevard, Magnolis BoulCVdra; Cahuengsz Boulovard, Lankershim
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¢ . .

Boulevard and tho Hollywood Pdrkway. Suoh a SurViCO, if ostdbllshed,
would also servc thc communitlcs of éaoolma, Fcrnangclcs and North
Hollywood.

Tho rccord shows that thc Son Fornando Valloy, as 2 wholo, _
hos shown substantldl growth during thc war poriod, that thiv dovcl-
opmont 1s continuing, and only a ohortage of crltlc,l bulldlng ma-
terlals ls retardlnb tho prcscnt oovolopmont. A witnoso for tho ap-
plicant testlrlod that thoso portlons of tho arca trlbutary to
Lau;ol Canyon Boulovard betwcon San Fornando and North Hollywood
wnich havc not dlrcddy bcon built upon, havo bccn subdividcd for
bulldlng, tho lots havc beon sold and will bo dovolopod as soon 68
mo.torlals can ‘oo ho.d. '.Dho.t portion of Ldurol Canyon Boulovard bctweon
Shcrman Way on the north and Magnolla Boulevard on thc south 13 wcll-
dcvolopod aa a rosldcntlol soction at thc proscnt tlmo and could, in
hls opinion, oaslly support a tnansportation sorvico. Thls samc oit:
uatlon prcvalls along the rcmalndor of the proposod routo botwoon tho
lntorsoctlon of Magnolla and Lourcl Canyon Boulovards and tho 1ntcr-
scctlon of Cahuonga ond Venturo Boulovards. Tcstimony shows that tho
arca north of Shonman Way and odjacont to the proposod routc is
rather sparsoly dovolopod, and that thorc 1s somo quostlon as to
whothcr or not the volumc of patronubc to be dcrivod through this
arca wou‘d bo suffzclcnt to pdy thc out:of:pockot costs of pcrform-
1ng thc scrvioo. Thc mdjor portion of this scotion of thc routc is
wlthin ono-holf milos of oppllcant's routc on San Fornqndo Rood, and
the record snows that noot of tho dcvolopmont wnich has takon placo

, .
is in tho arca botwoon Lourcl Canyon Boulovard and San Fornando Road.

It woulo apoonr, thcroforc, thdt +ho°o rosidcnts ano wiénin roason-
ablo walking dlotanco of that sorvico. Tnoso pcrsono who dcsirc

to roacn Hollywood can do 50 by transfor from applicant's linc on
San Fornnndo Road to anothor ocrvlcc which is ocrformcd by apoll-

cant bctweon Burbank and Hollywood.
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Pacific Electric Feilway Company hes also provided service
to the San Fernande Valley for nany years. Tris company operates a
pessenger rail service between downtown Los Angeles and the North
Hollywood-Ven Nuys section of the Velley, and, ir additlon, provides
a comewhat extensive covering of tre area by motor coéch routes.

A pert of the route of Pscillc lectric's North Hollywood:
Motor Coach Line is around o loop bounded oy Lankersﬁam Boulevard,
Vanowen Street, whitsett Avenue and Vietoxy Boulevard, with some
of the service going north on Lankersilio Soulevard to Sherman way
and ancther portion cutting through the loop on Leurel Canyon Boule-
vard between Vanowen Street and Vietory 3ouleverd. The proposed
service of Asbury would parallel witkin easy walking distance Facific
Tlectric's service on Lankersaim Soulevard Ior a distance of one-half
mile between Sherman Way and Victory Soulevard, and would aupllcate
Pacific Electric service on Laurel Canyon 3oulevard between Vanowen
Street and Victory Bouleverd, & distance oF one-half mile.

acific = r camwice 45 routzd through the Cehuenga
Pase, thence vis Vineland Avenue, Caandier Soulevard and Van Nuys
Boulevard to Ven Nuys. ) proposed service would parallel
thie rall line 3t & -distsnce of one-zall mile between Ventura Zoule-
vard and HMegnolia Boulevard, ond would prrellel 4T at a dlstance of
one~fourth mile along magnolia Boulevard between Vineland Avenue and
Laurel Sanyon ~oulevard. Incicéentally, the prowosed route wouléd
cross this rail lime o% kognolia Souleverd and Vincland Avernue, 28
well as at Lourel Sanyon Souleverd snd Snendler Soulevard.

From this record it would eppear ressonoble to impose
reatrictions on the proposed new sarvice which would prohibit appli-
cant from Transporting possengers wao are within one-half mile of -
existing Pacific Zlectric service. Suckh & restriction would preclude
the possibility of epplicant nandling ony pessengers locally south of
the intersectlon of Shermen Way sné Laurcl Cenyon Boulevard. Witness
for the applicant, when guestioned as o whether or not sufficient
traffic could be developed in the area north of Sherman Way to Jjustify
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the establishment of the service, repl:ed in the negatlve.

-

The City of San Fernando has officlally gone on record as
endorsing the provosal and applicant sroduced meny publlic witnesses
who gave thelr ungualified erdorsexzent.

A careful review of the entire record impels the conclusion
that unless applicant were tc e grented an unrostricted certlificate,
there i1 Little poscibilivy that the »roposed service could be made
compensatory. It would appear that an unrestricted certificate should
not be granted because Pacific Zlectric 1is entitled to the restric-
tions 2s deceribed above., Summarizing the record we find thet publig
converience and necessity at this time nag not beern ghown %o Justify
the csteblishment of the ssrvice o¢ propesed. It is also apparent
that such an ope: ation would b2 2 burden on the remainder of appli-
cant's system. Wren bulldlng materials become aveileble in suffic-
ient quantities to enable the owners of lo%s in the newly subdivided
tracts to build, an entirely different picture néy be presented.

Predlcated upon the foregoulng opinion, ﬁé believe thet the

application should be denlad and the Tollowing order will so provide.

Public heerings have :

appriscd of g Ir6US, enw vaE

ready Tor <declialon,

IT IS ORDERED fThet the mspuwlicetion of Asbury Rapid Transit
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Sysfci& for authority to ostablish an adcitional routo between San
Pernandd and Hollywood bc and 1t is horeby donlcds
oo offcetive datc of this ordor shall be twonty cays from

the dato horcofs

Tatcd dtW’ California, this _/4 s
Qay of a--.@ﬂ::,&é . 19h6s




