v pg i a2l

ﬁecisibn No. &332 5

BEFORS THE PUSLIC UTTLITIES COMMISSION OF THT STATE OF CALIFORTIA

In the "e.tter o the Appli feation of

‘“”VTY H’VRV STQOVG and LBONA MAY ‘ -~ e A
STRONG, for authority to increase , Aoolication No. 27695
rates. . '

Harey W. Falk, for Applicants.

Velvin Henry St:rong and Leona Yay Strong, his vife, doing business under
the fictitious firm nzme and style of ?ohnervillc Water Works, furnish wa::nr for
demestic and other purposes in the un...ncorpomted Town of Rohnerville, in }:Iumboldt
Coﬁnﬁ:}, and ask the Coﬁmiséibn to authorize 2 schedule of increased ':'atcs_. In thls
'dbnﬁcétion it ie eilescd «kat 2 conciderable capital expendfturs N‘...ll ’bc‘ 'requi‘i'eé
to dowlon more v.ate. and ingtall larger ‘mains and that the exi. 8% i’ng-springs , Pipe
lines, and tanks reouire cleaning and re'pelirin‘g to such an extent that the rates

how in effeét do nét‘produce sxiffici,e'nt revenues 1o meet the increased costs of
Hoi:ératicn and yield no retura on the investment. The'proposed 's;ch’caule of rates
'p:‘-éw'ri'des for a'basic'monthly £1at rate é:h’a:ge of £2.00 for a'ré;idcnco of "i'iw.'e,
r'o‘onis‘or‘léés, nn'd”a vional ‘charges for "u'se 6f’we.‘cér or, the same p:'&l'l.‘,ses and for
other cetab’i ‘ments. ‘The proposed metcr rates pvov* de'for a uinimmo1£‘uly f'éhargc
of -.2 OO with an aliowance of 600 cubic fect of water; for -use over that amount |
the ratcs are reduced to 25 cent'- ser 100 clbic feat up’ w’l"aw ‘cubie “net"‘oﬂz'-‘
zonth and :w cents per lOQ cubf.c feet for cunnti ties over l 800 cubic feet per
month. |

A pub!.ic hemng in this matter was held bef fore Exaﬁ:.{.ner 'M. Re o acKa.].‘L
in’ ﬁbﬁnefvillé. |
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The Rohnerville Water Works was acquired by the present owners through
purchase from *'.:.‘.Llia::. and O?.i;ve L. Jessen and was authorized by t‘m Commission in
its Decision No. 38510, dated ;ch‘ccmbcr‘lb, 1945. The principal wa‘.;é:- supply of the
ﬁtil,itsf i§ obtained from several groups-of springs located above and east of the
mgin secﬁior_x_ of Roh:}ervillc on land ovned by "applica.nts. A.izg:her group of spring;
imown as the ?;’:;Sngai; Springs is 'Z.I.oca.,*:.‘ed‘ southeasterly of the town s;nd is rented ‘
from the o.w’:'xcrs, on a yc:gr;y basis for a tern of eight years. The y}.el‘d‘of these :
séver@ springs' ic sufficient to supply the ‘customers’ demands duz;i..""zg the winter
mbnths only. It is necessary. 4o aﬁmcnt t'h s -'u'oplv du:'ing ,he sumer and fall
montns by pumping from'a dug. well 26 “eet. in depth. Water from the wnli :'md‘
°‘:>~':mgs ie conveynd 'c‘-.roz..gl- 2 OOO “eet of ransmis sion mains and delivered into
two 20 ,000-gallon redwood storage ..an...».'_ F“om-.the senks the water is distributed
by gravity to the cu.,to::.crs .,h*ox..gh u. 500 foet.of mains, varying in diameter from
B/Ltohincheg«.-__ | T

The rates ot Prosent in cffect" iere established by the Commis,sioxjx'in'ilts
Decision No. l9l2h, da‘t,eci_ December 16, 1927, The £lat -rates provide .‘.‘ér a basic
monthly chargp of §1.25 for S=room house. an d '&ddiﬁional cliérg;c.s "d;epending on
m‘c.er use i‘ac.’z.lltios i.n..,talled on the premises.. The metered rates :provﬁ.‘d'e" fo‘r ke
minimm monthly charge of 1. 50, with an allowance of 600 cubie. i‘ee’c of water, For'
Lse over tha.*' amount the rate is. 20.cents. pe‘ 100° cubic feet for: the next’ 600 cubic
“eet of water per. month a.nd 15 ceats per lOO cub ¢ feet. for cuan'tities overl, 200
cub-g:;i_'eg,t_ per month. - | | |

ir. §tr§ng_has installed some. 200 feet ol new pipe- .'I.'in’es‘ reﬁlaéing"
inad'.eqpa.‘;e gnd worm ou;,;nain_;. . Fe has cleaned 3,000 feet of .badly clogged ar_:d o
rusted small diameter nipe in .certai‘:i sections .of the town to-afford some temporary
,relief "rom the poor service conditions, until such time as thé ‘pipe ‘can be
rcplaced wi‘t:h la.rger mains. .The systez improvements have cost a to‘cai of 53,850, -

..proveme'xts o capital being £3,100,-the balance of 3750 being chargeablc

maintemce and operating e:@e'mses. ~ The so~called main.s have long since oust=lived -
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their usefulness. Most of the distridbution system is 6.‘.‘ 3/Lm, 1 cmd 14" pipe
vadly rﬁs’ted and Tilled with sediment. All of ¢ s.pipc' mst. be replaced with
larger pi.pe before a.ny fair water service can be furnished. In addition to this
wnfortuwate situation, there is vt a very limited supply ©f spring water in this
prea and 14ttle cherice of obtaining sufficient water from wells ercept soveral
zﬁile.,'"di'stdn' at a cost 'pro'ribitive to t’hi'-. commanity. . rong plans to replace
all small d_amcccr pipe as soon as Tinancial co—xdﬁ:.::.ons will pemit and in the
mcantime he fntends 10 develop 0 e fulleﬂt extcm: possible the 1ocq.'1. water
supply by deepening the present ‘well, ‘or drillinz & new one, and, &£ possible,
by the ’pﬁrchase of additional springs, Applicants intend to meter the gystem in
order 't¢ conserve ‘w.i;'tcr by eliminating its wastelul use,

Mr. C. F. 'Norr“s, one of 'the ‘Comu'.sr‘oﬁ's engineers, submitted a report
cove*ing an appraisal and i‘.nvestip'ation of thn operations of the system in which
the o’rﬁ.’gin‘al-cost of the Property was es imated to be 316 718, as of \ovember 1L,
19L6 with a corresponding deprecistion anmity oL 3339, computed by the 5% sinkdng
furid méthod. The anmual opérating expenses for'the izmediste future, includ.’z.rg
‘taxes orid depreciation, 'werc estimatod to'be £1;803 under present opera‘ing
practices. Annual reveaues for the. seme period were estimated:to total $,638 at
the present ‘rates in effect, and 352','&00".:-.':.' the: rccuested.-::#tes. .":me 'results of
‘operation under the presonti rates ‘sbow a loss of 1%, and under the, requcst.ed. rates
‘show ¢ net gain of .3.6% on the above estimeted original cost.

The consumers who' testified at the hearing agreed that anincrease in
rates is :~ justified, and expressed a willingaess Lo pay. increased charges provided
" 4mproved ‘and-adequate service 'is"fmisﬂed. ‘The -service is very poor in.a

considarable section Of the town which is supplied only by medns 3/4" and: 1" 4n

diameter.

Applicants have' seriously endeavored to-'rchdbilitate this badly-runi-dom
‘and’ depreciated water plent, a’ fact which‘ the citizens fully svpreciate. In view |
of the ‘small-number of consumers, on¢ hundred, -and the: s'cant,-expcctatio'n of new
water users, complete rehabilitation of the system mll;.require some considerable

s
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Ctime. Additional water is the Dozt vital problem at present. The following
schedule of rates will provide incrcased‘:evenues and should oncoeurage applicanys
w improve the system. It is suggested that when proper service has been restored,
the rato structure again be presented 1o thls Comrission for adjustmeat, if the

‘conditions so recuire.

ORDER

Application as entitled above having been filed with the Public
Utilities Commission of the State of Cali:brnia; a pubiic 5caring having been held
thereon, the matter having been duly suﬁmitted, and the Commission now beinp fully
advised in the premiﬁcs, |

IT IS EWREBY FOUND AS A FACT what the rates now charged by Melvin Henry
Strong and Loona May Strong, his wife, doing business as Rohnerville Water Vorks,
for water delivered t&fthcir customers in and iﬁ the vicinity of the unincorporated
Towr. of Rohnerville, in ‘the County of Humboldt, are unjust and unreasonable ia-sé
far as they differ from the rates herein ¢stablished, and that the rates herein
established are just and reasonable rates to be charged‘for the service rendered;
and basing its Order upon the forezoing finding of fact, and upon the further
statgments of fact coatained in the Opinion which preced&s this Order,

IT IS FERTBY ORDIRED that said Nelvin Heary Strong and Leona May Strong
5¢ and they are hereby'aqthbrized and di:ec;qd’to‘filé with the Ruﬁ;ic“Utilities

Commission of the gtatgnof California, within thirty (30) days from the date of

this Order, the following schedule of mates to become affective for all water

service rendered on and after the first day of Awrdl, 19h7:
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Schedule Yo, 1
Mbl&R RAT?S

Applica®ilitye

For all water service rendered on a meteraed basisz.

Toerritorys.

Tn and in the vicinity of the town of Rohnerville, Humboldt County.

Rates?
w Mok ow
Yonthly Quantity Rater . ;:r ,f,ggg;_ '

o to Sw cubic feec, or less'..'.."....‘..l.‘....'.‘ 31-75
Next 1,500 cuoic feet, per 100 cublic feetecoconocs.s .25
Over 2,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feet.ceesvrnnnn 20

Yonthly Minimmm Charpges -

5/8 X B/L-,WCh mter..----..o'-.-.......--...---...- 1-75
B/L-lnCH.mﬂte.--o---.--...-.---.-.--....-....- 3@00
l-inCh mﬁt'r..-.---.-..........-.....--..... Lozsﬂ

ny monthly minimum charge will entitle the consuzer to the
ouantity of water which that Monthly Yinimam "'ha,rge will.
purchase at the Monthly "‘uantity nate.

Special Conditions:

A meter may be installed on any service at the opt:.on of the
customer or of the Lt.lity.

Schecule No. 2

FLAT RATES

Apnlicability:

For all water service rendered on o flat ratc basis.

Territog:.
In and in the vicinity of the %own of Rohnerville, Humboldt County.

Ratest o Por Moath
1. Residences, boarding houses, flats, lodging houses,
ammts) etc.,--.--..-.......‘.....-..-......."....-- $&oo

2'0 qest&ur vu Ca.fes CZC. CE R WS N A R N A B L X N 1 52-50 to :6-00
b4 i ’ 2

3. Small stores OF SNOPS,ervccvivecvnvenncnsnscmronncasanse 1.25
Additionnl for family living therein on same [loor,..... .00
Large sto::es and warehouses, according to use of water,. 2.00 teo 5.00
Docters' or dentists' offices, not exceeding 2 rooms,
With Etcr tap.v--bvb.to.-.-ua.ovhv-------u-.---.--.-n.. 1.25
Rooms in second or third stories occupled for.ofiices,
for each room with water ,.....................-..-....... .50

e




w Pets 21654

Sehedule No. 2 (Cont'd)

Rates (Comt'd):

L. ZTce cream parlors, soft drink estoblishments,
drug stores, billiard or pool parlors, etc.,
either alone or in connection with other
businesses, according to mse of wate*,......-..........-_w2-00 o #5.00

Barbe:' ﬁops, &or Sinz e Cna-i-,--.---q-..‘.-.---n.-.---.--- 1\50
vor eaCh additionaj- C%ir, PRSP ORBa P g B S SRE WE F AT p e -75
IOI’ G&Ch O&ChtUb,.---....---.-...----..------.-..-.....-.-.-.. *-50,

_Blacksz::ith .,hop. wagon shop, ctc.,....-...-.-...-..‘...-..... 1.25 w0 3.50
Public halls, churches, clubs or lodge rooms, 2tCavasdav. 1.25°

Puvlic water closets, single clo.,ht,...................... .25
For each additional clos gt,-,.....,.. ...... meecercessesece 1.00

Irrization: For irrigation of lawns and gardens in

connec‘oion with domestic use, for each souare yord :
ACLUALLY Srrigatod, eervrcerrnrrorovrcanconssnscsessssases L/ Cont
For irrigation not in comnection with domestic use, .
per squarc yard of surface actually irrigated,secses-es... /2 Cent

iigcellancous: Vater for slacking' lizo, per barrel

of 1me,'.--..-..f.‘-...!II.'..'.‘....'.'llI-l.I.n...--.l -20

For dampening bikek per 1000 ©rAcKS,.iverersessosnesanses 10
For cement work, per barrel Of COMEnt,ceeecsccncscovncats =15

11. For Public Use: For schools, strect sprinkling, otc., '
by speeial arrangement with minimum charge,.c.sececssceces 1225

Specinl Conditionss

" Charges for flat rate scrvice are payable in advance.

IT 1S FEREBY FURTHER ORDERED as follows:

(a) That Melvin Henry Strong and Leona May Strong, within sixty (60)
days from the date of this Order, shall submit to this Comnission
for its approval four sets of rules and regulations governing
relations with their consumers, each set of which shell contain
a suitable map or sketch, drawn to an indicated scale upon a
sheet 8% x 11 inches in’ size, delincating thercupon in distinctive
markings the boundarics of their present service area and the
location thereof with reference to the immediate surrounding
territory: provided, however, that such map or sketch shell not
thereby be considered by this Commiszsion or any other public body
es a final or 'conclusive determination or:astablishment of thc :
dedicated area of service or any portion therno*.
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(%) That Melvin Eemry Strong and Leona May Strong, within sixty (60)
days froz the date of this Order, shall ‘file with this Commission
four copies of a.comprehensive map, drawn to’an’ indicated seale -
of not Less than 600 Leet to the fnch, upon which shall be -
delineated by appropriate markings the ternitory presently to be
served. ‘This map.should be reazonably accurate, show the source
and date thereof, and include sufficient data to determine clearly
and definitely-the location of.the property comprising the’ entire
utility area of.service;, provided, however, ‘that such map shall
not thereby be. considered by this.Commission or any other public

¢

body ac a final or.conclusive determination or establlishment of

the dedicated area.of.service or any portion thercof.’ '

. For all other purposes the effective date of ‘.:h:'..slhc..)z"d-.sr shall e

* twenty (20) days £rom and mfter the, date hereol.

. ) . p =L
Dated ‘at, L ded California, this - day of )141445‘44

cem
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. Qo,n:ii.;{di‘oners; St e drmns e




