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01' r ~s ,IO N' ------'---
Melvin Henry St'rong anci t~M. l'.a.y S:ron~, hi:; wife, doi.~P: busines!j tl."lder 

the ficti tiOu~ 'firm nz:..~Q and style of Ror.nervillc 1'iatc':, Wo::-ks, fu..""ni:zh wa.ter 'for 

dome~ic and other pm-poses 'in the Ul'li."lcorpor,tted Tow:'l o!?ohnerr-1le, in '~"oldt 

Co~t:y, a."lc. ask the eoCml.ssion 'to' authorize a. :!:chedule, of increased 'rates~ .. '~%1this 

~pplication it i: alleged that ~ eon=ide::-able capital e~~nd!tur~ ~.ll~bere~ed 

to d~velop more "I':l.ter &"ld i.~:;t,all large:" M:.."lS a.."'ld. that the existi."lg' spring" pij'e . 
'li."les, a.l'lCt t:a..-lk: reouire clcarii."lg B.."ld. repas.rin'e to 3\:.ch :!r. eXtent tl.v.l.t the rates 

now in effect 'dO not' produce ~:!ici~'nt revenues' to r..eet 'the i.."lcrea-sed' cost'so! 
". •. • ,f ' 

operation and yield no retu..-n. on the :!..":·'e~me~t. 'The: propo::;cd. ':;eh¢~le or r3.t~' 
prO~des 'for Q.' ba:5ie monthly '£lilt rate Cha:ge of $2.00' for a re:lidcnco of "rive 

roonl3 or' lc;s, ~d"ac!d..i~ior.al 'eh3.r~ez for \i~e ~r wat0r or.. the,Am,,, p;t"~~es 's.~d. for 
, . .' , 

, '" .. •• ., ' , ' ' " , I ' 

other estllb11:hments. The pr6pos~d ::te-:.cr: ratfl!s 'proVid~ : for ,t ~·moiith!y :ch.'lrge 
, , . 

oi" e2,.OO,. with A:'I, '~low(,tnce o! 600 cubic' feet or W3.to!-; "~for 'US~ over'tMt I)l'nount. 
, . 

the 'rates a.re' red.~c~' to 25 'cent: per' 100 cUbi..ere'et :u:p: to" l~aOO 'cubic feet: ~~. 
!'llO~th"Md 20 e~nts' per i~ cubic feet to'!' oui\.~tities over 1;800' eub1c'!e~t per 

montn. 
, • I!. • , 

'A publie he~ng' in: this' mt.I.tter w::t.s held bei'ore ~ncr 'M~ R. ;.~:),C:~ll .. 
in'Rohnervillo. 



, . 

LV Pg.J2 ~-2741t 

," 
pureha,~c fro::. riillla::l and Olive :.. JCSSe:l a."'l.d was <'lu-:'ho:"iz~d by th~ Comc.i~sion i,.." 

J, • #' ' 

its Decision No. )8;10, dated DccC!:lb.,r 11..,194;. Thc pri.."'l.cipal w:3.ter SUP?ly or the 
. .1.'" • ,. , . 

t:.tili ty is ~bt."ti.ned from ~"!V"I:e.l gro~P!l' :0£ sprin~!I locat~d abov~ and ea~ 0 l' the 

~ scc~io~ o~ Ro~~rville on lan~ o~~ed by 'applicants. A."lOt.h~ ~:rou? of springs 
"',' ! 

I 

known .'!\,~ the Wissman Sp::O-:_"r,s, is loc!:l:ted sO'.:.theastcrly 61' th.e to-...n a.."ld is r'~nted. 
• '",' '.' '/ I ., • '. 

from th~ ov.mers on a YC:1rl:r b:!sis for, 3., t~rm of ei.~t ye.'U"s-. The yield or these 
" '" ... 

several, sprin~s' iz ~~fici~nt to sup~lY.th~ 'custom~rs' de~ds durL~g the vdnt~r 

months only.. It is ncce:ssa.'j': -:'0 a.u~cnt- thi:s ~p~i:r d.uring t.he mw::ler and. t.3.ll-". . ~ . -, , 
months by pmnping, from'3, d'.:.g, well, 26 feet in dep,th. W8.ter- from: the w~'ll c'l.."ld 

: "" .. , ". " "'. 

~rings i':: convey'~d ,throug.":o 1l,OOO to:et of, trll.:ls::U.ssion :noUns 3.."lci delivered,' i."lto 
," " "," 

, ' 

t~o 20"OOO-?allon, r~dwooc. stora.ze ta.."lk:::,.', Fro:::l·,the t.a."lk:s ,the wa.teri:s distributed 

by grtlvity to the cu:'.:t0::1,=r:l.,t.hrougl:l.14,?OO f~et' o1'main~, .. varying in di.a::leter 1'rom:' 
l'" , , " . 

')/4 to 4 inches ... ' " 

The r:ltos,.:!.t ,prcsent, 'in e1'.!"eet 'Vl~re established by,the Commission' in' it~ . . .. . 

mon~~lY ch.l;rge, of $1 .. 2;£or a ~rool:l house. a:'J.d. additional <::h3rgO~'d.epending on' 
, ' , . 

wn.ter use i'acilitio$ '~;~t~~ ~n t.h~ pre::is~:I.', The m.etered. rates :provide' 1'or '~ 

::1inimur.l monthly. charge, of $1.;0, with a..''l allowance ,of 600 <::ubic,',!eet of' -wa.ter," FO!": 
, I ... : ." ... • • 

u:se over that ~,?o\?l'lt :the, rate, i3" 20 .eent~; per 100 < c'Ubic', ,feet. for'the next;: 600' Cubic~,--' 
. . . ~. " ~ 

feet of water per, month"" a.."ld.l;, ce~:ts :per 100 cubic' feet tor ouantities 'over' 1,800 . ' . . ,: . ',' . . . . 

cubic feet per month. 
I ,.' -, ", ." 

~. ,Strone;, ha:::1.."lst3J.led s01'!le, 800 feet- of new pipe'li."'l.es replacing' . 
ir.adeouate a:ld "110m out ::lB.ins. ,', Fe ha.~ cle8.."'led,3,OQO teet oi'badly clogged -a.nd 

~ '0' • • _ " .. 

rusted small ,diamete:: ~ipe in ,cert<li..-l sec~1on3 ,e! the, to~ to· afford some' tl!1llpOra..""Y " ... ' .. . , . . , 

relief from. the poor sorvice condition.s, ,until such time, 'as the -pipe 'C3.."l be ' 
r : ;. ., ... . . 

roplaeedwith, ,large.r.~s •. The ,~y:t~ improvements hav~ co:t a totCl.l 0~!~),e50~' 
.' • .'. •• I 

i:nprovement~ to- capital bei.."lg $),lOO,-t.h~ ,balance of :;'50 being chargea.ble to ' 
, ' ... :.... '." 

maintenance and operatix;g .e~n:les.. ~o so-called. .main3 ha.ve long ~ince ou-:'-lived 
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their '1.:se!'ulness. ,y.o3't o!' the distribution· S"/stc:=.iz o!' 31''', 1·' ~d. 12" pipe 

badly :rust.ed. and ·tilled. 'With ~edime:lt. All o!' thiz· pipol:1U3t be repJ.,'),ccd ... Ji:t.~ 

larger pipe 'bei'o:t"e tJ.r:11'air water service can be i"oL"'nished. In .'l.d.ditio:l tothi~ 

~o'rtu.~te situa't!:ou) there is but elver:! liCitec. ~ppl:r 01' sp:-i!l~ water in this 

area and. l'ittl:e chence or obtami."l.g Z1J.!i'icient wa..'ter !rom <well~ except sO',eral 

z:lllesdi'struit"i(. a. CO~ 'prohibitive to this com::n:ni;ty.. 1~ .. Strong 'plMS to repla.ce 

all :i:ma:ll dis.r::ietcr pipe as so'on's.s 'f'±nancial eondi.tions will pel".C'lit,,, :md in ·the 

::lcantlnie 'he i."lten~ ·tod.ev~J.op 'to -:.he 1'u11eS't extent :possible -the 10etd wa.t~r 

Z"J.pply by deepening the ~-=~ent 'well, ·or d%'il1in~,~ 'new one., and., it possible" . 

by the Ipurchase of additional spri."lg:30,Applica."ltz intend to :::let¢r the~st¢m i.."'l 

order'tc'conservewritcr by eliminrit~"'lg'itswaste!'Ul use\ 

~!.r .. ·C. ·F. 'Noms, one 'o!,"the 'Cornrni3sion' z engineers, Z1J.b~tted a. r¢port 

coveri.1g· cin apprSis31 and inveStiga.tion 01' ·th~ operations o!' the ~~~ in Ylhieh 

the orl'gimU eo'zt '0£ the -Property W3;S e~tim:it.~o. -·t.o b~ $l6T 7lS,. :l.S oi"'~ovomber _14.~ 

19l.6,. with a. corre~ond.irig de,reeiation ·a.. .. 'I.:iuity o!'.$:339, eomputed by the 5% :irJJdng 

. .!'una method. The ,.a."l....null' oper~ti.."'le cxp<r." ... ~ez for : the .im.e~te:'!ut.-..:ro, inelud.1ng 

'taxes ·erid 'depreciation, '~erc e~icatod'to''oe Sl,eo3und.er'pre~ent operat.ing 

prrictieez-: A.....nuaJ: revenue~· !'or the: s.e::le, period were estimated'. to total :$1,6)8' .at 

tho prcs<mt "r3:tes' ir .. e!'.!'eet, ' a."'l.d. :'$2;;l .. OO·~t· the ~ reo.u~zt'3d..';o.tez... :'lbe '-rezults or 
oper~tionunder' the· pre:"ont.:·ro.tes 'show 3. 10s= of' 1%, ·I\,. .... d .un:der' the, requested ro.toz 

'show d: net ga.1n of. 3'.6% on the abov~: cz.ti:ne.ted ori~' oo~. 

The 'conzoumer,s' ''Who' te~ti.!'ied' at the' hea.rl:lg'.a.,cr:el!:d'th3.t ·.a.. .... ·~inerell~e· in 

ro.te~ is:justi!ied,' and'expressed a'vdllingness'to' p'~:increa~ed'charge3 provided 

improved. 'and' ade''1'late' service' 1:5 ·1'tn"ni~hed.. ' The . ,ervice. i~, very poor in, a. 

consid.'erablc· s~'etion of' the' "town .... ~ieh i~ 'su:oplied only. by mains:3!4 rf and. lit. in 

diameter. 

Appli'cl.illtz have' seriously 'endeavored to" rehabilitate this ~3.dly' run-down 

·and.· d.epreciated -..va.t'er plent, a:' fact. whieh the' citizens: i\1lly 3.ppreeis.t.e. In vie-If 

of the' srna.ll· number ~!" eone:umer03, one h-.mdred., ·a."ld ·the ~ scant 'expoctation of new' 

water u~ers, complete' rehabilitation 01' "the Sj":tem. will'r~quire .$Ome eoru>idera'ole 
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· time... Addition3.l ','ato!" is the, !!lOzt vital .problem at pre~nt. The !ollowi.."'lg 

schea~e 0: rates will pro-lide ~"'lcrea$od revenue~ ~"'ld ~hould,oncourage applicant~ 

to improve the :system.. It is sugge:ted that When prop~r service h.l.3 been re3:to~ed.~ 

the rate structure tlgain be pre:lentcd to thi~ COmr'..iss1on tor adjustmc:lt, if the 
., to ,0 • , 

Condit.ions so reeuire .. 

ORT)".:;f{ --- .... -
Application as entitled abovo hav.L"'lg oeen filed with th~ ?iblie 

Utilities COmmission of the St.a.te o! C.~li.t'orni3., a p~b1ic ht:larin~ hav1!'l.p,; b~en h~ld 

thereon, T~ho matter havi.."'lg been d.ulj~ ~b::ittec., Md t.he Cotmlission now be1."'l~ tully 

advised in the premiscs, 

IT IS H'S?..EBY FOUND AS A FACT t.:.at th~ rll.tcs now charged by'Melv.in Hcnr.f 

Strong and. leona Y'.ay Strong, his ',ifo, a.oi."'lg business [1.$ Rohnerville W",ter Works" 
" 

for wlltcr delivered to. their eustO::lers 1:1. an.d i.."l. tho viei.."lit.y or the 'Unincorporated. 

Towr. of Rohnervillc, in 'tho County of Humboldt,' are unjust and unrca.$onab1~ in, ~ 

tar a.s they differ ~rom the r.:ltcs herei.."'l C ~tablished, ~d that the rates herein 

ostablis."lcd tU'e jU3t and. rell$or.A'ol~ rates to be e."arged. tor the ~crvicc rendered; 

and be.~ing its Order '--p¢n the !oregoing t'i."'ldin~ ot' taet~ ~ ... "'l~ upon the further 

~tatements of filet con.tai:l.od in th., Opinion 'llhich proecedc.! this Ordcr~ 

IT IS F."E2'tJ3Y O?DERED tr..at ~.'3id Mol-tin Ho~""Y Strong and Leona May Strong 
I • • " 

'00 .?:.nd they (Ire hereby tluthorized and dir'.lctcd to 1'i1., with the P.u'oli~ Utilities 
j • • • 

Commission of the ;tate ot ~li.!'ornil3., .... ithin thirty (30) day~ from the date ot ... '.. , 

thi.! Ord.er, the following ~chedulc o! rf:l.tes to become ~tfe'ctiv~ for :\ll water 

servi~e rendered on and f.l!ter the !ir.!-t d.:l.y of A,.;.rll, 1947:. 
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Seh~ul~ No .. 1 

For ~l water ~ervice renoercd on a metered basi~. 

Territory: " 

I .-l < ·h . i . t ". th -I' ~-.... 'll H b 1 C t n an ....... '1 '" e VJ.C ro. y 0... e tom 0 ... ;l,Q •• n~:"'\r.. ~, .'Ur.l 0 dt ou.'"l y. 

~onthly Ou~ntity ~te~ 
Per Meter 
P~r Month 

o to 500 cubic i'e~, or 1e~s ............................ .. 
Next., 1,500 cubic :teet, per 100 cubic reet ............... .. 
Over 2,000 cubic i'eet, per 100 cubic !eet ••••••••••• 

$1.75 
.25 
.20 

~r,onthl v Minir.mm Ch.'U",ge: 

5/8 x :3!4 ... inch" :neter ..... 110 ........ ., .............. ',. •• ,..... l.75 
3!4-i..."eh.. m.eter ............................. " ••• • ' •••• I. • 3 .• 00 

l~i."lch met"!!r.,. •••••••••• ,. .... ; .............. ;. 4.·2,5, 

A. .... y monthly d.r..iJ::lu:ll charge 'Nill entitle the con~::, to the 
q,uanti ty of water which that V.ont!'lly Yinin:um Charge will, 
purc~se at the Y.onthly Quantity Rate. 

SpeciAl Condition~: 

A meter r.l8.Y be installec! on a... ..... y service at the option or the 
customer or of the utility. 

Sehedule No.. 2 

FLAT RAT'"' •• S 

kopl ie I\bi 1 i:ty: 

For all water service rendered on ~ !lat rate basis. 

Territory: 

In and. in the vicinity of the ~"I:'J. o! Roh.."l~ ..... ille" Humlx>ldt Co\1nt.y. 

Rates': 

l~ Reside~ces, boArdine hou~es, !l~ts, lodgL ..... ~ hou~e~, 
a~e:lt:!) et.e., ...... .,. ~ •..•.••••..•••.. ,. ................... .,. 

2,. R.e:!ta.ura...",t~, enf-e:5, etc.,., ............... - ............ ., .. ,. .' ... . 

3. S:na11 stores or shops, ............................................ ' .......... . 
Aoditio~~ for tarnil7 livin~ therei~ on ~~e !loor, ___ •• 
Large stores 3.."'I.d. 'W1U"ehousc~, according tous~ or v:o.ter ,IF 
!),ctor~T or dentist.s' or!iees, not ·cxcee,di.."l..':2 roo~, 

$2.00 
$2.50 to ~6.oo 

1.25 
l .. oo· 
2.00 to 5.00 

"lith "wVater t:lp, ... 'e ........... " •• _ ....... ·.w ............. -.- ..... -.... .;. ..... l .. 25 
Rooms in second. or thirc. stories o~i~d. for .o££iccs, 
ror ea.ch room with water, .. '. '. .. ... • ... ..... .... ... .................. .. ... • ... .. 50 
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Seh~du1e ~~. 2 (ContYd) 

?U T RAT'='S 

/.". . Ice crea::l parlo:r~ ... eo!'t drink es'tl).bll.shm¢nt~, 
drug :>t.o:-es, ·billiard or ?O¢l par.lor:!4,.c:te.. .• 
either 3l0ne or in connection wit.."lot.her . 
busine.s~es.... ~ceord.ing to usc 0'£ water, ......................... ..:$2 .. 00 to $5 .. 00 

5. Barber :shops, 1'orsinele cha.i:, •• O' ....... _._- ..... _ ................... l .. 50 
For each adcii tion.::W. chair, ............................................ .,..... .. '" 75 
For oach bathtub, •. " ._ .. ..... _ •. ......... ~ ...................... --. 1 .. 50. 

. . 
6. Black=th shop:- wngon MOP, etc .. , ................. -_ ...... O' ............. 1.2$ 'to 3.50 , 

7 _ 'Public hall:>1 churche:;, club:; or lodgll %"OOc.s, ;:rt.c ............ ~ ....... 1 .. 25 .' 

8. P~lic wa.t~r c1o:;ct:>1 ~n:1e closet l ............. ••• .... ~. -~. 
FoI' each additional c1oset~ .................................. ~. 

, ',~ 

!.25 
1.00 

9,. L:r:!tOltion: Fo:- irrig&.tior. o! 1llWM a..'ld garden~ in 
connection with dOQestic usc, 1'or eAch~quaro ~d 
li"etus.l.ly irrig4\tod, .•. " .• ~ • ........... "' ................ ~ •••••• 
For irrigation not in connection with domestic use, 
per sq~e y3rd ot ~!ace actually i-~g~ted, .... ~ ........ . 

1/1.. Cent 

l/2 C<:nt 

10. Y.i~cel1a.noou~: Viater for ~la.cki."lg li:no, ~r b:u-re1 
or ljJne ", •••••.• -•• ., •• - ...... '., • _ .... ...... ~ •••••••••• - •••••••••• 
For d.ampcninF' br:l:ck pcr 1000 bricks,.:. .................... ... 
~ t' , 1 ~ t • or Ce:'!len wor¥., per ~3.ITe o. ccmen , ................. ' ......... .. 

.20 

.10 

.15 

11. For Public U~c: For schools, ~trcot SPrinY.lin.t;1 otc .. , 
by ~peci31 ArrMgement with mini:mn charp:e, ....... , .......... 1-25 

S~eeip~ Condition~: 

Charge~ tor flnt r:.l.te service are pAynb1e in .ldv~ec:. 
, ~, ... , ...... 

(8.) Tha.t Melvin Henry Strong and Leona May Strong, within sixty (60) 
days i'ro:n. the dAte of this Ord.er, shall submt to this ColTl."!lission 
tor'its approval four sets of rules and regu~tions gov~=ning 
rel.ltionswith their con~ers, each set o~ ~ieh ehall eonta1n 

1"", 

a. suitablCl mAP or ~keteh, dra.wn 'too an indicat~d ze.ale upon a , 
sheet 8~ x II inches in' ::izc, dc1i..'lcating t.hercupon in Cistinctive 
marki."lgs the boundaries of thei:- "rosent service, a.re~ and. the 
loca.tion thereof yw'ith r;,i'~rcnce to thei::l:nediat., ~u.'ldi.'lg 
te~itor.Y; prOvided" however, that such map or ~k~tch ~ell not 
th~rcb:r be considered by t."lis Cocnission or a:r:r other pt:blic 'body 
a.s A final or 'conclusive d.etcrI:l.i:lAt1.on or.:I!::tt.'bli'~h=ont of tho 
dedie.tted a:-eo. of service or any portion th"!~or. 
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(b')Th~t ~elv.!.n Henry ~tro..:-g ,~d .;I.e~~ .Y.ay ~r~:l.f:~ w~thin zixty (60; 
daj":l ~!'ro:::.the date 0:1' thi~, Or.der, . :::.."~' .rU~ with this Comci:;~ion 
four copies of a, eomprcher...s1yc' 'map 7.~a.:om: to . A..-t . iriaica.ted:o ~eo.::.c ' 
o! not 'less than :600 ;-!'eet'.tO :the' ;~""1.c:h'- ~upci~l VYhi.~h' ~h3;ll.be ' . 
.deli.""1M.ted by appropr~te ,ma.:r:ldng:: ,the :t.err.itor;9" pre~tly to be 
::e:-ved. ~i':! m3.p' .soUl~d ,b~ :~~.a.,z9nablY .. aecura.i·~· ~ , ~'ow' 'the ~oW'ce 
Mdda.tc ' thereof, al'ld' include su.1'.fieient: 'd~ta to detormnc clearl:r 
and. detini tely' the 'location. of, the property co~riss:ng 'the' entire 

. utility a.rea, or. ::ervice; , .proVided,' howev~r, ·that· DU¢'l ::L-~P :;hall. 
not thereby be-considered by thi~.Commis:;ion or ~""1yother pub~Le 
body' a~ a·!1nal· or. conclusive : dete~tiori or e ~a.bliehment ' o! 
the dedieated area.o!'.:Serviee·'or a.."iy'portion: thereof .. : " ' .. 

•• ,' .' j. ,.a, 

'. 
" 


