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:lec1sion No.. 4001.8 

) 
In tbe ?tll.tter o'! th<') Application' .. ~ 

) 
REDV~D ,BROADCAS'!'INC co''? ~ry; INC. ~ ) 

. weka t Cal:t:t:'ornia" '" ) 

of 

for' increa.se'of water s~ce rates ~ , 
.' o,t Fields' !..a."lding ViaterSY~em.~ ) 

---------------------------) 

Applica":.ion ~Oe 28114~: 

Redwood Broad.ca.::ti."lg CO::l?~7, !::.e." a corporatio!l, owns and. op~rates a 

public utility known 'as Fiel~ L:l.."ldinZ Water', Syzte= supplying. water: for domestic, 

eomuerc:ial and. i.."'ldustrilll p~'?Os~:; in a.."'ld. in the v:i.ci:1ity.of the "Jl'lincorpor.3:t.ed. -;own 
. , . , , 

of Field.s. 4"'ldi:lg, ir. Eu::ioold.t County e, ~e Co::m;ssionis ask~d to est:ablish 

tle~sured rAotesto:provide for a more ade~~te distri'oution of water and/the', e.'a.rge~ 

.therefor 3.Oong the v~rious classes of eon~'Jmers a."'ld :ll~ to i."'lcrease the rev-enues to 

yield a reasonp..ble pro:t:'it on its operation".. '!he, :proposed schedule. of meter rat<" , 

provideo for a mirii::rum monthly ch.rgeof. $I.50', 1./1..25. cen:ts !,erl~,OOO g311~ns for the· 

first 10,000' e:a11ons snd29 .. 48 cents p~r 1,000 ~3llon~:for ':'UI.lJ'ltities in, exe~ss o!' . . .. 
10,000, . and i:5 based on th~ wat~r rate ~ched.ul~ ir. ~ffect i.."'lth~ City of3urel',o.. 

"'~ 

A publi~ heAring int!'.i~ proeeedi."lg w:;-.~ held ~e!'ore7.x.'l .. nin~r K~eK.,n 'b 
, '. . 

Eureka .. 
. .' 

The Fields la."lding Water S/st.eJ:l o!'"igi."l311y was i.."'l$t.~lce!. a06~1890 by 

YJaterman Fi~ld. ane!. was ope!'".,ted· '07 the :7ield fa::ilY u"ltil. ~,te:nbcr, 1931, whcn it' 

. was purcha~ed by the Humboldt Col! tl."lctCountry Club. Wo.3. S::l.:l:e!l, P:-oSid.ent or 
I • . I .. ' .. ' 

RedWOOd Broad.casting Co::lPany , Inc., ac~ired. tn e cou.."'lt:"".r club properties Q.3ll: 3ite 

for a frequency mod1.1.lationtrans:nitti."lg st::.tion· olnd tower,3.."ld "14th it aec;,uired. .the 

public t:.ti1ity waterworks. This tra."lsfer wa:; authorizod by the~ssi6!l in its· 
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Decision No .. '39376, c!.lte.d ScPt,e.T.oer 3,. 1946, 3lthoup:.~ ~os,ession o! th., pro'O<3rtie~ 

took p1.'!ce in Novel:!ocr 01" 191.J... 

The vr~.t~r supply is 'oot~incd i'ro~. ·~ov~ra.1. nowin~ ~rin~:; loc.'lted 0"1 l,'l.."ld 

o ... :ned by t~o Co:npc.."'lY ,1T...ne i:m~di"'tely nort~ of, Fiel~s 'La.ndi."l~ Md west. of Hig.~w3.Y 

10L The spri."lgs are estimated to yield i.."l e:-:ce3S of 100,000 gnllons per d3.y .. Water 

at the ~rings is collect~din Sl"'..all concrete o:\sin3 .. flovli,...,c; by gravity i."lto a 
, . , 

. I 

concrete :ettlin~ basin and sump,froo whic."l it is boostedth..."'"Qugh· 800 i'e~t of two 
. ,,' I", ' 

a.."ld. six inch tra."l.smi3Sion, mains i.."lto:). 37,OCO-gallon redwoodzt{l.ve· ta.."lk on the hill 

above the to .... n. The di:::tributionsyst~ ~as 13,000 feet of mai.~ va...""j"ing fro~ one 

to six inches i.."l diameter. There p~e 85 custom~r~ 3~rved.3.t pr~sent,~74 being'on a 

nat ::oate basis and II supplied· throug."l :leterc. 

Th¢ schedule of Oat ra.tes a.t pr~sent i.."'l effect WAS filed ~ce:tber 21, 

1931, and provides for a :::lOnthly charge o! Cl.50 for I). i'3Oily rosidence. Several 

indu:t~lal and. comnercial customers using large 1~~"ltitie3 of water Are, served~"l.~ 

charged und.er A ,schedcleof me":."!r r~t"!s identical to th~ sch~dul~now 1."l. effect 'on ' 

the adjl;l.cettt wat"rworKs syste:n ownl;)d3.."ld. o!,ero.ted by th" City or. 'Sur~YA. 

The evidence' :::how~ . tha:t:. When thi~ 1'Id.t'.:lr'.vorks w~z I\c~eO: 'O-oJapplicMt 

the entire propertieo were badly' ..... orn· f::o:'O. long d.e!erred :naintl!:'l3.."l.ce and. n~glect. 
The .former owner, HUJ:lbQld.t Col! and ~W".t.I7 Club, '~!!¢rf:d. !Sorious fi."l.3ncial. 

. . , . 

revoroes.:md w~s unablo to maintain th~ 5"J5tcm or service. S¢v/~raJ. !lew~dustri~!5, 
• I', , 

including saw mills end lumb~r mlls, 'fish o.ndcrab pllckingplant~., l~at~d'!;."l th~ 

service area. Dond. dOl:l3.nd.ed·· better watc:' service. L"l th~· li~ t . o! . thc:s~ . conditions 

Y.r. 'Sr.r.lllen !ound. it nee~s3ary to c'~r:lpl~te17 reconstruct th~,entirc syste~. 
. . .' . 

Applicantha:::. now !inishec.in:3ta.llation o! l2~OOO .!ee,t o'! new pipe lines replaci.."'le 

ir'.a.dec:uate a.."ld worn-out tlains. !-Sew P'..l:Iping equi~"!lent:lnci.housing Ilro .i.'"l. pl:lc~ 3.."ld 

in opera.tion. n~c old.'.'Ioode~ sprinz, hou~osn."l,d "f.Qoden collecting' ba':,.ins· and fl-.:mes 

have been rc~la~dby. concrete structures, protectod..'!ro:~rface ~o~t~tion. 

!.~gcr t'~eder mains' no.,,' sUpply the ind~rial section a."ld. a highly CO:lp¢tent , 

opera.tor .l."ld superintend.ent is in. charge. Thi::! ne\'l' con~ruction haz, co:1t ~O,OOO 

to, ,date, with 0. fewad.ditional improvemont:!$ to '0<9 m:lQoi."l t."lo n¢a: futuro. 
,., , . 
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By reason ot the varied de~~d clas~osof ind~stri31, co~~rcial~ ~s w~11 
, , , 

~~dist1nct cl::r.szes of domestic lo~d, flat r,o:t", a:e no ::'ongor pr~ctic:l.l or e~t,-
• , , I 

able., The ~~r;.::""'li; t,horetore~ desires to m~ter the, system co::lpl~tcly, with. th'J 

exc~ption po,ssiblyofa !¢w i"i.:;.'lir..g c~bin$ occupied. b;r ~:t!'lgle i."ldividu:;us. ' Wi~ 

ncsses' for :!.pplic3.."lt tc~ified that undor the "ro:;x>sod rat~s ~'1ith present de:n.3.."'ld, . ~ , . 

the "0:: revenu~ ,mould be a.bOi!t $5,600 per a.."'lnu'n, with a. nctrevc:l.uc ~r ~660. 

l~~ C., F. Norris" ono of the Cor.rni,sion's engi.."lecrs, ~,!;)::litted a. report' 

covering an tl.ppraisal of the proporties and ::lll i."'lv~stig,q,tionor th~ syste;n 
" 

porfo~.nce. The ori~ cost of, th~ propertie~was esti.::la.tcdto be $l.4.,559, as 
, ,I' ,,', 

of JanUllX'Y 31, 1947, with So corresponCi.."lg dcprec~tion 3n.."luity ot $lB9 computed by 

I . ' ., • , 

1946 wero t!sti.~tedto 'oe C2',eoo with tho pre:!lcnt r.1.tes in effect, ,:':\''''ld S3~OOO u."'lJ.cr 
, , ' 

the rates proposed by applicr9.."l.t. The results o!opcration fo'r 1946 show .0. net 

return of 4~8% a.."'ld So net, return of 6.18% u.."lder the ratespro~sed" 'However, 1.."l the 

e:stima.te~ ~ovo, no allow3.."lce ''IIa.s m.:.dc in ;!ixCd 'ca,pita.l to!" the eo~ of i:iSt3llntion . . . . 

of the 60 meters which 'W".u.l, be r¢'!'Jir.,d to matorthe S"Jst~eomplctely , .. 

There wore ~eve~al eonsurner~ pre~e!lt .:lot th~heari."'lg 'but no prOtest YJ13.:5 

made against .c:::"tl..."lting a.';', incrense i:l rete: to aPi'lic<t.."lt~ '!hes~ eorJsum~r3 st.'ltod 

that they were wellsa.ti~fiedvd.th the serviee no ..... ro:mdcrad si."l.CO t:!1e improvetle:lts 
1 

were instilled., 

There ore 14 Crlbins ~djoiningthe.i."'ldust~~ Are~, mostly ~ oee~piod by 

one pers~~n fI.."ld c.t pro sent paying a n.'!t r~.tc of ::;1. 00 ~cr rnont'h.. Itwa, ,conc(~dcd 

that thi~ cla.ss of custo~er 'Uz~~ VOrj litt!e wt\tcr ~d it i~ ~c1t that ~'l. h.?rd.3hip 
, , , 

m:ig.'1t."be impos".:d on the~e pre::scnt i'l,:.t r.:\to u~er~ it pl."c'!d 1.1."'ldoer .3, .::l·)ter rate" 

cl?-arging th'! min~ of Cl:50." The COr:1pa.."lyalso ver-..! proo~bly ...... ould have to spend 

more money than the service is rea~0:la.b1y worth to in=tall Md rea.d the :lcters and 
I '., 

compute and record the ,bills. A nat. rat(', therero~e, will 'be esta,bli:3hed ,for these 

\:.s~rl5. ,I.."l the event of waste!ul r~d careless usc of, water, or cha"'lseddeJ:anci, ~e.~ 

custol:lers mIlY oe, pltl.ced on tl~teredserviee:' 
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'!'he record also show:: th3:t· the proposed rat~ doe3 !lot offer S"J.i'1.'icic:'l.t 

i'leY.ibU'ity in charges for the c'lrre:'l.t. i."ld.u.strial del!lanc.. ~e ,sprea.d.or the 
,~ . 

propooed rate et.ruct'=e :bould b~ :nod1i"ied. to provide a ':W!"':l liberal qu3ntityof 

w~ter in the lower bracket::. Thera.te:s of the ~ekR. !t'lniei?al'Wa.terwork~ore • 

set up in gallO:'l.S,. while'applicant":: meter:. are' ~alibrat~d i."l cubic teet. The, 

schedule ot meter rl).t~s este.blished below, th~refore, will 'b~ on the cubic root . 

basis but compa.r~ble 1."1 ,charges. The Order P...lso 'will establi't5h.o. :chedw.e or ~t 

ra.tes to be e!fectiV'e tor do:ne~tic ~ervice p~ndin~i.-"l.o:tN.latio:lotmeter~ 'Md vtill: 

i"1.!rther provid.e tor a. nat rate chro-ge ,tor t.he cabi.."'l clJlss ot w:l.ter ".l~er3, where no, 
, 

outside~ lawn or garden imgo.tion is reo,uircd •. A rate !or!ire hyeo.."'ltzwUl b~ 

provid.~d. 

OR!:lB? - -'-~-
x.pplie~tion as entitled. above ha.ving be...,n i"il()d with the?..lblic Utilitie:s 

Commis3ion of th¢ St~teot California, a: pu:,lic hearing ~ving been held, thereon, 
, . 

the :!W.tter having been duly sub-...itted, and the Co::ni~sion now oei."lg !ully advi:lcd 

IT IS H::R33! FOUND AS A·? ACT th~t the r~t~~ now e.."lc.rged by RedWOod 3ro~d-

castinp: Comp:l.nY, I."'lc., for ~ ter deli vored to ito c,.:.$t.¢mcr 3 in a.."ld· in the: vici."li t.Y' 
- \ ' . . . 

of the u.."1incorporatedtowno: Fields L::.ndin,s, in tb,e ·Co~tj' oi" Humboldt"aro un,just 
" .' 

and unroo.::onable 'in 30 tar 3-:: theydif!()r i"ro::l. t~I3' rll.te~ here1.."'l.· e stabl1::h eli, and. 
'., ' , ' . ",' 

that the :on.te5 herein ostablished ~re ju~ a.."ld rea:50~'\ble rat033 to be chArged!or 

the service ::."endered; and basing it!!! Ord.er upon the !'or~goi."lR fi~di.."'le of.' i':3.ct, and 

upon the future ~t.:ttc:nent:: o!i'A.ct cont·uned. in th~ Opinion which p::."ccede:: this 

Order, 

IT IS ~~ ORDE?.ED <:.l"la.t Redwood. Broll.deastingComps!"lY, !.."lc., be and it is 

hereby autho!"ized .').."ld. ciirected. ~to .i'Uo w:tth'the Publie Utilitie~ ·Commi.s:!:ion or the 

Stllte of· California,. wit:n."l thi.."'"ty C:~O) cL3.Y3 trom th~ cL.'\te 'or this ,Order,. the :follow-

ing cchedule ot rates to become et!"ective ror ~l water service :"enderec. on :~ .. "ld ~ter 

the!irst de::r of April, 1947: 
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Te'M"itorx: 

In and in the viei."lity ot the Towno! Fie,ld.~ ta.nd1."'~, :!umboldt CoWlty. 

~:~te~: 

!lonthlr Ounntitr ChnrC'es: 

o to . .Loo cubic r~et., or le3:5~ .................. , •••• ' ........ ' .... . 
Next 1~600 euol.C .feet" pc:- 100' cubic teet ••• ~.oo ....... oo ...... . 

Next 3,000 cubic teet, per 100 cubic' '!';"et., •••••. ; ••••• oo:oo oo,.~, •• 

Next 10;000 cubicteet." p~r 100 cubic !eet ........... ,~ ••• '.'oo' ••• 

Next 20,000 cubic !'eet; per 100, cuoic·~eet ...... , ................... _ 
Ove:r: 35,000 cubic feet, pe:- 100 C'..1bic !'eet ...................... . 

Y.onthly 1~inimu:n Chrir"cs: 
, 

sis x .. 3Ii~inch meter.:~~ ............... ~~~,.~ ........ - ....... -.......... . 
,!4-i.."ch meter~~ .... __ ............ ~;~~; ................... ____ ..... . , in ' ' .. ,' .' ".C' ' , . ... - ch, mcter:· •• _:_ ........... ' ...................... .,' .... ' ................ . 
l~i.~eh· met:e~· •• '.0 •..• ~ ....... ~,~ ~;~ ~; ~ ••••• ~ .... :.:. ........ ' ..... . 

2-ineh meter. ~ ••• ~' ......... ~.~ ~,~ ;~:, ......... ,. ~ ••• ~ ••••• ~ ••• 

The monthly mir.~, charge '..r.ll . enti t.l~ ·thl!! constmler to the 
q'Jantityo! 'water....nic."t that monthly.mi."'li:m.lmcharge \dll .. 
purcha~eat' the l:'onthly Qua."'ltityCharge .. " .. 

Schedule No.' 2 

FLAT RA '!'ES 

.A:o'Oliea.bili ty: 

For all water service rendered on a !.lat rat.e basis. 

, T~rri to": 
. t 

Per M~t¢r 
?~r' !1onth 

$1:"50 
.25, ' 
.20', 
.is 
.10 ' 
.. OS: 

. 
~~50'· 
2;50 
4.,0 . 
7;50' 

11;50 

In n..~d in ,t.he vici~ty o!'the Town o!' Fields ~",cii."'l~, P.wa.b61dt Cou.",ty. 

RA.tes:·, 

1., For each dwelling incl'ldi."'lg ·:-ea..:;on:...ble a!"ld neees::sarj" 
quantities ofw~ter for an·i:Tiga.t'ed. area o!notover . . 

.2 ,500 so:uar~feet 0·1' lawns,. gtl.rd.~ns, shrubb~ry .and. t:re~,s ••• ~. ~. ~2.00 
. .' \ .. ,- .. , . . ~ , ' . 

2. For each cabi..", not ,Qve:- t''.'IO :,OOlll.5 or. 'oec,.tpied.'oy.more I 

tha.."'l two ,eopleand no e~d~n i:-rigation ........ : ............. ".~'.~.. • 1.25 
'_.... . 

'. I . 

3. For irrigation of grounds.,. pl~"'ltcdto lawnz:,' gard.ens:, sh.-ubbe::'j" 
3.."'lci trees in, excess '01' 2;5CO feet .it''lelude<i in ,the: dwelling r~t.e, 
:;md,tor alll,;,,nd. .1.."":'i.'!:ate~ by c~i:l occupant.s., ~rlOO 3qwn"e 
feet pllj"ab1e monthly and .fort-he months o!'. Y.ay to O~ober, . 
irlelusive, ••• ~ ...... : .. ".: ............. · ...... 9- .: •• ~ .' .......... '.' •••.•• ' ..... ., ......... .0;" 

0.- c • ,. . ' I , ' . ,.' '.' I 
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Sehe~.u11!1 No. :2 (Cont'd) 

FlATRATIS 
Rat~s (Cont.! d): 

4. 'ill the other service~ to be charged or.' nlll~asured. basiz .. 
" 

$,Reei:ll Conditior:s.: 

Charges. for' all !'l:lt rate serlice are 'p:J,yable i.."'l .'ldv3tl.ce. 

Schedule No.3 
, 

FI?'S i-:YDRA.~T S'SRV!C'E: 

R'lte!J: 

For h;rdrants on 4-inch.main~ or l~p:e:, ••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••• 
?(!'!" Xonth 

32 ... 00 
1.'50 For hydra."'lts on 2-1neh. ~.l r~eh ~.:.;::: ..... . ' ....... .... ~ ..... ~ .. ~~ .. . '. . . 

IT'IS H"?r:fEB::!, FURTHm ORD=:?3D'a3 follows: 

(a) That ?edwocdBroadcast~ Co~pa:\v, !:lc., within $.lxty (60)oays 
from ,the c.ate of this O!:der,' shall submit to this COl':'.mis~ion, ' 

, for, it~approval 'four sets 0:" r1.llcs :;t..."d regulations ;:overni."'lg . 
rela.tion$: with its con5Umers, each s~t of mich $ialJ.' conttt.in 
a. suitable ::18.1' or sketc.."l., drawn to a.."lindica.tedscale 1.1pOn a 
sheet 8~ x llinehes i!l size, delineating::th~eu?On in di~i."lctive 
:narld."lgs the boUnda..-ie~ of it.s p:,es~nt service, aroa. and t.he . , 
location. thereof with 'reference to the' im:ne&te su.."'TOl.ll'lding 
ter:-i tory; provided,. however, t.ha.t such, ~.ap 'or, sket.ch, shall not 
tbereby be considered by this Co:nmi 3 sion or a.."lj oth~r publie 
body as ~ final· or cor.clu::ive detcr:d.na.tion or establishment of 
the dedic~ted .area. ·0£ service or 3,.."rY portion thereof. 

'. ~ 

. ~ , 

(b) '!hat Redwood. Broa.dcasti..oolg Co::lPany, I.."c .. , vtithin :sixty (60) days, . 
£:00 the date. o! 'this Order 7 ~l file "Nith,thi:l Cornmis~on' tour 
copies of a "co::preh~:lsi ve map 7 drawn t.o: a.."l. i."'ldicat.ed scale o'f. nO,t 
less than 600£eet to the inch; '.l~on Wolich ~h.all be delineatoedby 
a.ppropriate n:arld.ngs thp" territory' prese!ltly to be s.,rved~ T.:lis 
.map s."lould be rea:;onabl:" 3.ccurate, :show the SO'.lrce '3."l.d da.t.e"ther~!7 
andinclude~fieient da.ta.'t,¢, determine clearly and definitely 
the location of the proPe::-ty co::prisingthe e!ltire' utility' .area o! 
service;, prOvided,' hO'lrevC:',.. t.hnt S'.:.eh Q3.p. shall' :lot :t-.i.ereby be ' 
considered 'oy thi:: Conm:i3sion or a.V other· public· body a.s a, !i.."'lal 
or conclu::ive dete::U..."l.ltior. or establi5hm~nt 0:" the ·dediea.t.ed .a.rea 
of, service ora."lY portionthereo!'.h 

-. 
The effective do:te or th5.~ Order shall b~ twenty (2O).,~. !'roo. 'and a....""ter 

the date hereof. ' r ~ , 
Dated ~~~&CI~ CalifOrni~~ thi:: ---'1'1'-

-6-

, . 


