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BEFORE TEE ?U'BLICE‘UT.L.'..IT IS COMMISSION OF TEE STATE/DACAL "‘OP\’IA
In the Matter of the Appl;cat*on of the )
COUNTY . OF. CONTRA €0S STA, 3tate of Californ;a, )
for a.crossing at grade of the tracks of the ) Apol;cat‘on
Sacramento. Wo*thern Railway, threc-eighths % No. 27871
)

Z"’[/ i &

of ‘a mile west of Saranap, Cowaty o* Contra
Costa, State of” Ca;ifornia.

mzvczs. w. COLLINS, District Atto*nﬁy‘, by THOMAS
P, NeBRIDE, Deputy, for Applicant. f '

JOHN E. ZENNEISZY, for Sacramento Northern Railway,
Protestant’ ‘ :

oPINIOX R
A subdivi lon iu being dcveloned in the v*cin;ty of Saranap
station, Contra Costa Counuy, acvacent to the mai line ol Sacramentq
Northern Rallway operating between San ¥ anc‘sco, Sa;ram@nto; and
 Cbic6; This subdiviSion 45 located on the oout“ s1de of the railroad

tracks Immediately me,t of Saranao. The county h;ghway ayatem in

‘general is located norta of tne railroad, ‘ C l
In this p“oceeaiﬁg the County propbse% to open‘a'cro$siné

at grade over the Sacramento Northern tracks ad{an Butlet'to this
subdivision.(l) Au yet no bu¢ldins conwtruction has commenced ~how-.
gver, £t has been so subdivided that when comple tod 1t will be
occupied By adbout 35 homes. It 4o expected that -‘gecond ,ubdiviuion
©will be develoned‘to the vest of the p“ﬂ“eﬁt on,, adjaccnr to: the
ra;lrog&; The en‘ire dcvelon ert will accommodate ove* lOO unit when

compleﬁed.” - | ) | E‘
|  The proposed-c“ c*iﬂg;-the site of an: existing P ivéte
cros ing, will cros, bouh tne main l;ne and a °idi“s in orde* to con-

_ nect with t ¢ vtreet, of a third ,ubd1V¢sion on| the norﬁh side. of the

(l) A public hearing was Held in talis matte* in Mart;aez on January
29, 19L7, at wh‘ch time the matte“ wasg aubmiuted..
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railroad, Wh&Ch subdivisi Zon in turn, through its streot,, connect*y
with the s0-called Tunnel Road betwoen Oakland and Walnut CroeY.

A publio oross_“g at g;ade 43 now id'wxiotencﬂ in the
vicinity of caranap Station (Crossing Yo. 8-25. 9), a diotance of less
“han one-fourth ofa m;lo ea of the propoaed crossing, and about
one m¢lc»to.tae west 15 4 cros sing &% Rellez Station (Crosqing No.
8-2&.7)."The-ea terly bounda“y of tne cubdivio*on <o be reached by
the new croéﬂins is only'a Tew hundz red feet west of the oara“ao
Icross;ng, and the develover of this -uod*vi ‘on testilied that, in
addition to us ing the exi ting pr:vat# cros ing in connection with |
_nig development work, noe has aloo been u°1 g tae Saranap erossing,
thcreby ure pau “s on i ervcu*nb privato p“opcrty.

Sacramento Noruherﬁ Rallvay obJected to tho open;ng of o
, crossxng at tne location prooooed and sugbestcd that the c*oosing-
be located ooveral hundred feot To t he weet ync*o tho view o* &p- li
proachins trains would be ;moroved and omly une ma¢n line would be
involved. Aoplicant ,ubgegted that the west e;d of the sicing could
be moved eas erly iu orde“ gnat ‘the. owlt ek moﬁld be clear of the
crousins, thu* el;migating the croqsi“s of thn' idmng‘

The location for a cros si g subgested by the ra;lroad could
hardly be conﬂidered as a. long row cr dwelli nso io be;ng ooﬁ,o"uctod
adjacent t¢c the north ,ide o the railroaa *ight o way on the .
'prcPerty of another subdiV¢de and 8 crossing ab thia locat;on would
neces itate tho rcmoval or oﬁo cf the*e dxcliinso.-“

”’  ' The’ railroad al,o conteod,.that ia the evenv ﬁhio apolica-
'tion‘io.grantcd, the oro sing = ould be prctected by automat;c:

Signals,;z)ag in 1ts opin¢on a de inite hazard would rosult rrom the

(2) The ccs t of 1nuualling automatic eres siob gnéls-would
anprom»ate :,6,500 (Exnabit \.,._6). e
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curve to the’ ea«t of the crosgiﬂg anc f“eight cars standi“g en the
side track w;uld obutruct the view cf apnrcach;ng trains fron the
east to vehicle drivers approaching frcm the no*th', hat a publ;c
erossing at this locatioa wUuﬁd regtrict the i‘ul'y use of its siding,
and tna* the crc sing here;n iavo’vcd cculd be rcadily eliminated
by ccnnecting thc subdiviwicﬁ‘with the Sa*anap cruusiug, thn-

' reasunably mueting public cunvcnionce una nece ity of futu:e

regidents. . ‘ ,
_ \ SR

hs of tho date c* the heﬂring ne punlic cunvcnience and
1occssity e?;uted fc“ *he vse cr a publ;c crc°sing, as no one iu
domicilod in_the area amd no dvelling@ are under ccnvtruct;un.- dcwa"
cvcr, we must expect that the prcscnt subdiv ﬁ and tho‘arca wést

-
thcrocf will be ou¢1t up and’ tnat potentially 7 é*e will e ovc~
100 fmmiliou in the ares uuth of tac track. ‘ﬂ ‘ .
It appcar«-tu the CGmmi si,n that ;nguf*icionx study WaE
| givcn'a crcssing cf the rail"cad by the subdivider when laying out‘
als #rea for -res idcnti_l purpc~e~ and by thcse re p.nuiblc for the:
appreval ofvéubdivisicn'planw., Apparently tho subdivisicn wa“ luid
ut with the idga cf making a public cros ing cut yf the private
crﬁssing, withvu* due ccnsiccratiun &8s te whother cr act 1t was the
prepor locaticn or to the hazards which might ovq*vefa o ‘

Wrom‘tho“ovidcnco'it is clOAr»tha*”had “vicngor “aﬁgo viow'
been toaken cf tho dovelcpmout ot t e aroa, a «troot or public way.
ceuléd: have boen conqtructed alcng the scuth °idu or tﬁe railrcad
bctwoon the Saranmn eres sing and tho eilcz cruusing, thcreby
‘.crving th¢s entirc area by the t:o existing crgssingg.,

Artor due ¢cens *dcrati.n of all tho facts dovelgpod in tne
rccvrd wo are ccnvirced that the proper 1ﬂcati n rcr&an cutlet frcm
tho torr;t.ry invclved ia by way of the Uaran P c“usvinﬁ, huwover,

thc intcrvoning private prwpcrty mculd neod tc bo sccured for tho

censtructicn of o rcad,ccnncc ting tho subdl visi n with the Sarannp

V
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Road. Thore is ne evidence‘in the rccord indicéting t“e availabilit"

of this property fer rosd purpoues or of applicaat*s pouit101 *egard-

.1ng the socu.Lﬁg of this ﬁrove“ty througn condomnation proceed¢ﬁgg.qf

(%)

We have before u,.also Abnlicatioa No. 28055 wh;cn in= ”
volveu the constructicn of a public crcssi“g at g*ace over outhern |
Pacific Company's track noa“ Almmo, 2as a pare of the road ¢y~tem of
a now subdivision. Tt is cloar, if we ¢ons der cach euc subdiviu;o._
ind vidually as they a*i,e, that many crossin@s;m&v devclop’in closc
prox¢mitv‘to each other. Wo beliove tho Cour ~“ty, tn_ougn ito duly con-
stituted officers or boards, szould prése nt to. th*u Commi sion ev*—
dencc'which.wifl‘"bow'a plon or plan° coordin ting oubd¢vision~ and
”uture ew:..'bc;l"v.’L.,‘.Y.cr'w in connect¢on w't the county rqad systep;as they
may involve crossi gs At srado xith i-rcads.?;' |

We w;ll *herofcwe withhold d-dodi"ioﬁ 1n tﬁu tter,as woll
as in Applicat101 No. 28055, until the matter mave been reopened fo*
furtho* near;ng on & cormoq record. At thio hcariﬁr tho County “uth-
ur*tic« are requc ted‘tc present ony defi“iuc pfung‘orkpol,.ios with
reﬁpoct to the subdiviu*oa of reside ential érqpéffy'in”this génoral'
area, where railpoad‘croséiags-are';nvclved;‘ﬂf -
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~Good C: ausc Anoocring, IT IS.ORD' o) tqat tho abuvo-onxitlcd

3rcccoding be. and it is horoby reopened Lfor furtlef nearing,fatva time
and-place to - horeaftcrv;et, of wnich duQ notice will be'afforded

(
t

(%) A'public hearing was held: iu &artinez oﬁ Uarch 13, 19L7, n
- Applicaticn Ne. 28053. |
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all Intorested marties. o ‘ | :
The ‘effoc‘t‘i‘vo date of thls order sk 21l be the date hereof.

I
'

Dated at '_ﬁg,.g/ Tttty COLATOYIAR, this 4-5‘«24
day of ﬁffz/z,@ a7, ’




