
Decision ~Jo"~ A0160' 
" 

TEE, STATE~U1~t~ OJ!J:"!..1:A: 
I Wb1f jJ/i'\,'JI:!~ In the Matter of the Application ot the )) :,' tJ-. -1J. WJi~I' 

COUNTY OF CONTRA COSTA,,' .State or California" \J!.n.J 

BEr"ORE, TES ?U,StIC UT!!.ITIES cOr.~f.ISSIO!~ OF 

for 0. .cr'oss1ng at g!'acle ot the tra.cks of the ) : A:p!,11.cat1on 
Sacrfll:lento· No:othern Railwa.y" three-eig..."'ltb.s ):' ~ro. 27871 
ota mile west 0:: 5ara.nap" Cou:'lt:; or Contra ) ,. 
c.osta" Sta:te of'California. . ) ~ 

FRANCIS VI. COtLINS, Di::;trictA tto:oncYi, .by TEO~..A.S 
F. McBRIDE, De:puty,ro:o A.:pplica.."'lt. ' 

JOE!; E.· !iE1~"ESSEY" rot' ·Sact'a.."':l~nto :Northern Railwa.y, 
Protestant 1 

Q. ? ! N 1 2. ~ 
A subdiVision is oeing developed in the vicinity of SararAp , , 

, 

station, Contra Costa COU!'lty" adjacent. to the m.~in line or' Sacramento 
I 

- , 
Northern 'Railv:~y- operating bot",'leen Sa.."l Fra.."lc1sco, sacra.=ento" and. 

, , 

Chico. This zubd1vision is locatee.. on thesout,hs1de of therai1roa.G; 

,general is 10catec3.'north of 'tho railroad •. 
I 

! 
In thisp:ooceec.1!lg the County 1'ro1'o:es to. open 'a,'crossing 

at grade over the So.cra.'''llento l\'orther::. tr.o.ck~ as: an. outlet 'to tn.i::: 
. (1) , . . . . 'I 

~u'bd1vis1on. A~ yet no bUild1ng construction MS' cO::1."nenced; how-, 
, 

ever, it ha.s 'been so· subdivided tho. t ·lIhen co=pl~ted i t v~1l1 'be 
, 

occupied by about 35 hom.es .It 1::: expected t:;.s.t 0. seco!'le.::;u'bd1V1sion· 

will be develo'Oed, to the Vlest otthe p:o~se!'lt one" adjac~nt to' the . . , , , 
railroad. T:b.e entire eevelop::.ent will o.ccommoe.n.te over 100 u."'l.its when 

; 

completed •.. 

The proposed cro!lsins7 the site of an oY.isting.p:r1vate 
• _ i • • . 

cro·ss1."'l.g, \7111 cross both 'the :nai!'l :Line a.nd 0. siding .inorder, to eon-
I 

noct vrith the streets of a third subdivision on! the north side. of the 

(1) 

., 

A public hear1ngwas he1d1n this ::latter ill Martinez on January 
29" 1947 "at which time the 'matter vIas submi tt'ed. 

I , 
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railroa.d" wbich 3u'be.ivio1on in turn,. through its otreets" connects . . 

Wi th. the ·,·so-called Tun.."1el Road betv/oen Oakland a.."ld Walnut Cro~k., 

A .public crossing at grac.e is n'ow in' 7~stenc" in the 

"'ic1r..1ty ot Saranap Station (C~oss1ng No. 8-25.9), a distance ot less 

than one-fourth 0:£ a. mil~ east ot the proposed. ',eross1ng" a.."ld about . , . 
I 

one milo to the west is a orossing at Rc1'lez station, (Crossing No. 
! . . 

8~24.() •. The easterly 'boundary of the s~bdivi=io!l ~o be reached by 
1 • 

the new crossing is only a tev: hu."ldred feet we~t of the 3aranap 
, . I 

• . • 1 

. cross:tng" ·and. the d¢veloper' ot this subdi v1s~on testitied that" in 

addi tionto. using-the eXisting private cr:ossing in 'oonneetionw1th 
, r I' • 

his. developmentwork~ ho has also 'been using·th~ Saranap cro:i-sing., 
• i • " 

thereby treopassingon intervening priyat~· prop~rty. 

Sacramento Norther:'l. Railway O"ojected;·to tho" op.e:li.-.,.g o! a. 

cros sing a.t th.e locationpropcsed and suggesteid that the crossing ... , 

, i 

proaching trains would be in:.pr·ovec. and only the :nair. lin~' would'~' 

involved., Applicant suggested that the i':e'zt',;;~nd oi'the:" siding e:ould. 
.1, 

berno.vee. ea:::ter·ly in ox-de:- t!"..At, the.:::\'l~:tch '::o~ld,b(;) clear, of the· 
. " . 'ili I" , 

cro:::sing, thus el~nati!lg thecro::;s1ng or the ~1cling.·: . . . 
• 1 

The location for a cro:::sing suggest~d.bythe.ra11road could 

hardly be' conSidered,.. as a' lO!lg row ct d\\"elli~S>1sbeing eon.::.tructod 
i 

, " I . . 

adja.cent to the . north :::1de ot, the ra11roo.o. r~ght otwa.y on. the '. 

prcperty or anethersubdivider .. and a cross1rlg .a.tt.i.iS loe,at1onwould 
- ' , . -I, 

nece::: s1 tate· thorc:1cval or oneet the-zc dwellings· ... 
.. '\ ,I' . I 

. . I,· ~ 

The' railroad al:::c. contends .. that initb.e event- tll1s o.1'p1ie3o-
j' • -'; 

.1 . I . prct.ected'by au~o:natie' 
·r . t:tcn is granted" the cro:::sing :::houle. be 

(2)' . sig..'1Al:::,. 3,::: in it::: opinion s. definite htiza;rd wculc. ro::;ul t 'trom the 
:, 

1 

(2 ) The cc-st.ot in:::talling automatic ercs$~ng ::::i.gnalo would 
approximate $6,500 (Ex:'...1bit Nc· •.. 6) ~ . \, 

( '>". 
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" curve. to the east at the crossing ~~d freight ~ar3 stand1r~ en the 

. sidetrack Vl0uld obstruct thevi¢'1i ctap'Orcaching tr:l1rls tror:.· the .. . 
, . . 

east to vehicle drivers approa.ch1ng frem the north; thatB.l?ub11c 

crossing. 'at t~s. location wculd re~trict th~' t~ll use 0.1" 'its siding; 
.' I. .' , 

$;,."ldtbA t the c rcs:sing herein 1nv 01 ved c culd bel'c:lCj,:ly: olim1na ted 

by con.."lect1ng the subdivision with the Sa:-snap' erCSSfnS,' thus 
, 

reas.;na.'b~y ~(,;1et1ng.pu'blie ci;nvcn1once and noees~ity of: tUt~e , .. i 
residents. 

J. 

As 0.1" tho date ct the hco,ring n~ 1'ub11;<:' convenience and . , 
ncccs.zi ty existed fc'!' the ~o ct, a :public 'crcsSing, as' no" one is 

ciomiciled'in the o.re~'and no dwellings'are undor ccnstruc~ivn~' How-

over, '110 must expect ·th.a.t' the' pro::ent su'bdiV~S1C~ and tho area'Vlest 
<, \ ( ., 

thereot'will be bUi,l,t up" and th:J;t: potentially thc:ro will oe over. 

100 t.o.m1l1os.1:o..thc c,r(;)Q. s(:uth of 'tho track. 

It appears to the Com::nzzi:n that insufficiont study was 
" • • 'I • 

gi von a. cr,,::ssing cf tho ro.1l!'~o.eby 'the subdiv1der' whcn.lo.y1tig;out' 
., , 

his llreo. '£or·reside:o.tic.l ptlI':pc::es and by thcse'roip=nsiblet{Jr the . . .. ~ , 

a.pprcvlll • ' '',' • \. l' ...... 

of subdi~1s1cnplo.n::." AppArently tho suo~iVis1cnwa.s 'l~id 
" .' '. , ~ . , \. . , . 

the idea cf r:t..l'..1ng :l public crr.;.ss~ng (Jut Gt the pr1 vci.te .. ~·ut wi,til . 
cr\;ssing, ~'.i. tho'Ut duo ccnsic.oro.t1r.:..n' as te whetb.or or net :1 t llfJ.stho 

pr"por loea.ticn or to tho hAza.rds which :n.1g.."-lt ovclve~, ' . 
. ' 

From' tho' ovidonco it. is cloc.r· tb,c;t bAt! c.l'.;:ngor ra.nge viow 

'beon to.ken cf tho dovolep::ontct tho o.rec.,· 0: stroot' l: or pub11cVlc.y 
• • I ' ... 

. ,II ' ""', 

c~'uld' ho.vo boon constructed o.lcngtho St,uth SiC.0 of I, tho. ro.i.lroo.d 
I , . 

betwoon. the So.ro.r~p cr:...ssing,:a.nd tho Reiloz orcssing, therfJby .' 
~ I 'r 

::erv1ng this entire aroo. by" the tvu .. oxisting crcsziz:gs. ,. ' 
I. . I 

After due ccns1dcrat1~n .;,f"all tho filets dovolcpod in the 
'. . .' I· '. 

rcccrd 'Ne o.re ecnv1nced t~t the .prCipor .l,=co.ticn fcr!anoutlot trom 
'. .'.' . I. ' " •. ' •• 

.', ' 

tho ·torri t;.;.ryinvcl ved .isb~ °/lay of the: Sar:mc.p ercss1ng; hCVlovor, 

theintorvoningpr1v:l.te prcporty w~urd~oed tc 'be soc:ur:ed fer tho 
• I , 

ccnztructic.n of $. roo.d.ccn.~ect1ilg ,tho su":ldiv1:s1,;n with thfJ ·StlrtlnD.p 



Road. 'I'hore is no evidence in the record 1nd1cat1r..g th~ a~.ra.11o:0i11ty 
I " i 

or this prop~rty ror roe.d purposes or or app11c-?-nt's pos1t1o:'l rcgarc.-

ing thc socuring ot this 
I 

propc:-ty,thr0ugb. condo:m.ation proceedings., 

We have befo:-e uz:.also Applica'tio!l l-;o~ 2805,(')which in-

volvos the con=tr~ct1cn of 0. public crossing at: g:-adeover Southo%,n 
I • 

" •• < 

Pacific Company's track no~r Al~o, as a tlart of the,road·syztc~'of 
... f " 

I 

a noVl subdi vis1o!l. It' fs clea.r, if '/.'0 cons~ecr: c~ch sueb.subdi vision 

ind.~v1dually as they arisc,.thot !:U:I.ny crossings; nul:,:,devclop in close" 
I 

proY..ir4.ty t.o each other. 'No() beliove tho Count,:, through its duly con-

st!. tutcd orficers or "co:;..rds, should present to :thi:::, Com:n.ission cvi-
! 

de~cc which. will shovr $. pl:ln or plar..::: cocrd1no:~ing subdiv1,s1oru: a .. 'ld 
I· 

future subdivisions in con.."1ection Vii th. tb.~ eou...-ltj" road syst<lP,C-S t!loy 
'i I 

't:lfly involve crossings o,t grado with railroads. I 

We will therofore withhold ~ coci:ion in tho mAtter, AZ well 

o.s in App~ics.t1on 1>;0. 2805;, u.."'ltil the :natt0rsiha"O "ceon reopened 1'0:' 
. . 

" 

i'urthO'r hellr1ng.on c. COIn."T.on record. At th1:.>.·hoc.ring tho County auth-

,;ritics a.rc requcztod·tc prczo:lt c.r..y definite plo.ns ·orpolie1.os' with 
I '. I'. • J 

. . .~<" . . : '. ,. I. 

r,espoct to the subd1v1s1ono~ residc~tic.l p:,op~rty in t:b...is gonor:ll" 

area, where ~o.11roadcrcssi!'lgsa:-o involved • 

.QB~2B 

'. Good C:::.usc AppoCJ:'!~, I~ IS- ORD~~ th:lt tho abvvo-onti tlcd 
, 

l'rcccodi.."lg be. a.~d i tis horoby rcopencd to:' ~tl'le:ro Dec.rir..g,. o.t ,a title 
I 

and' pl.'lcC to' behoreo,!'tcr set, of wb.!.ch duo no:t1co .. :ill be :l.ffordcd 

" " 

(;) A. public' hearing "::as :n"l<!in ~.!artinez on March l;~. 1947, in 
, ApplicD.t1cn Nc. 2-805,;. ' 

-4-
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, , . 

nll intorested pnrt1os. 

c.o.y of 

" 

Thcerroctivo dato otthis order sh~ll be the date horeof. 

Dc'tOd 'o.t k/, ~A'':'';'~ Cnli!'o~r.da, this /5.d. 

t£w-<-L; ,1947. (J . 

'. ' 

-5- ' 
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