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.-De‘cision Ncl;: 40176 .‘ . | B @RUQHNA{L

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COTTSSION OF T

s'r;;*z:; OF CALIFORNIA

.

In the Matter of -the Application of )
the County of Contra Costa, State of )

Californiz, for a Crossing at Grade )

of the Tracks of the Southern Pacific) Application ¥o. 2805,

~Railroad south of Alamo in the County)

of Contre Costs, State of Calfiforafa.) . S

REX BOI“R CEXEF DDPUTY DISTRICT AT;ORRDY, for Counvy of
: COﬁt*a Costa, a“p’icgnx
ROBERT \. EHCIC\, for Southern Pacifs c Company, protostant.

Iz
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.=

In thia procpediﬁg,'app,icanz Ccanxy of ‘Contra Costz,
seeks authority under Section 43, Pablic Utiliti Act te conutruct
a public highmay cr ossidg at groce ove* the r 11roza trac?s of the 3
San Ramon branch of Sout“ern Pacific Comnanf, ;% eds. ate“y SOth of
Alemo. Southerﬂ Pacif*c Compgny opposed’ the onouiﬁg of tniu croseing.
;bg matter was submlgted Qv 2 public Heari 28y hhd before Hx miner

fustin at‘Ma iﬂez, on Mh:cn ¢3, 1947 .

In the vicinity of tﬁe proposed cros sing, the rvilroud

right of way 2 rqllels for some dift“nce Stcte rignray No, 21 betwnew '

| flemo and Danville, and at thiﬂ-roinu it is aapro/imauely 70 feet mest

of the nighway. ' L o ‘F

roet of land com-

ot

hdjoining the highway on the we st isia

»

priuinz some 28 zcres and designated as Alamo Vplla tctns, which

| LY
- the owners propose to. ,ubc‘vide into ’i**"-*o"*ﬁhomesiteSJ; T.;s has

| a frontgge of 650 feet upoa the highway and eftﬁnds westhrly about

1700 feet., on the south the tract is bounded bv a c*cek, whicn ia

bridged both by the *ﬂilroad and the hignway. "WOng its no.tbc*ﬂ ‘

)
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border there is a narrow p ,,ivaye “oad, known 28 South AvmruégQahich
connects with State Dighwey No. 21. This has becn »eserved for the

use of seven femilics, residing in the vicin.tm. |

This tract cu“ be reached oqu by Stﬂte Hiz Hucy Yo. 21.

To gain accegs to the con temo*etcd subdL visio.,?tae owﬁhr¢.propooe to

r

construct and make avai_able for punlic use a st“ect known s La

Serens Avenue. Diverging from Stete'HighWéY ‘o. 21 this st treet would

v g

extend through the center of the tract - o i*“ wes c*n oounahry,

erossing the railroad track, ot grede, at ¢ 2 pod ﬁz disyan some 375
feet south of the private crossing at South Avenuo. The éxﬁcnse'of ‘

constructing tnis crossizg would be bornc bj tbo ownrre of the sub-

t
|

amvisioa. In this procecdiag, aﬁplic secks a nr ova 1 for the-
establl sment of this c*ossing. | . .

o
Sou 2 of Lz Serena svenue, end :lsb éduth of #ho creek,
‘the nearest publiC'crOSEingyis-siﬁﬁated'at Ebmﬁd Avenue, distent
abproxiﬁately,6ne-cﬁarter‘of a mile. To the nox ta, vhc negregt public
crossing is locaved 2% North Lve nuc, hbouv throc_cigaf of & mile
from L; Sercna Avenue.; ¥either road affords accczs to. tnc tract CyAth

which we are here co wcerned.

'
l

Ultimately, the subdividers plan‘to o vers South Lvenue

from 2 privete rocd inte o public highuey vn_c a2l $0 wbuld eross the
mailroad track. This is now the sub*ec “of nebot Lons bctwccq thcm
and the neighboring land orrcr¢ w0 ﬂrc priv*lc d ae *hc private

>

- road. The dediqation‘of tnis To2d to pubiic use 45 csscntigl, it was
saild, to permit comvenicnt access to the home siﬁcs facing th

northern bdoundery of the tract.

It wzae suzges ued.that for the nroposod erossing of Le

Serena Avenue over the railiroad track, 2s contomnlctcd by 4'ne
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appliCatiou5'the“c be substituted a street adjoininc and ﬁrﬂlleling-
the railroad riﬂat of way on the mest and conneﬂtinb La Serens Lvemue
with South-Lvenue, ghould th. atter become a oublic‘n_6.way. Under
‘this plan, ent*a tb the traht woul a be goineﬂ ovcr Sovtu-nvenue
exclusive;y. Th °"bdivido objectnd to’ thua propo¢al Yot inp,act¢-
cable. |

it the location of the proposed c*o_s ng the vizidbility of

\

trains approaching from the nor h'is clear and u“obgtru ted. 7The
view of trains anprouching froz *he eou*n, roweﬁe y is somnmaat im-
a2ired by trees growing on thc vr_ct and 4in tnn'craef ned located
approximauely 350 feet south of the prOpoued crossinb, and by an
orciard on_thé'a&joinina fract. The track Curves to tae woqv, thus
shut*ing off the view of anproachiﬁs trains at‘ﬁ po@nﬁ satuated sone

T I

800 foet sout“ of La Sc:.-cnu nvcruc. |

Trains ope*ating over the €an Ramon tranch,

avos on the no*th to Radum on the south, move under ro

schedule. Carlozd ’reigqt t*affie aloue.is'ﬂcéobnodatCGQ no passenger

service boing provided. Train mOVGmC t are 4r rcaulu‘; varying from

six round tr¢ns moﬁxhly to one *ou“u trin each duy 0“¢‘ﬁarily5'thc
tramne move at’ slov-soeed. ' nc s in popu*ati prot gt an i-
cipatcs mqy be gccomn nied by & corres p01ding crcase in‘tne volumé‘

of traffic hgndled j

Applicanu and the owner eﬂof‘the subdi?ision ﬁoin‘inVurgihg o
tne neod for public cross in 35 both at La SQrene‘nvc 4e and ﬂt South
Avenuc Protestant . ubgeetﬂ South. Lvenue 2 ‘morc gui e locat¢on
than La Sﬁrcna Avcnae, should it app@a* that a cro ing is ﬁcce,sury

to 3rovide an outlet for this tract. It ochcts to the. Qpcning oﬁ

two eros °in°u, for thig purpooo, witriq 2. space of 7es tnzn 400 ?gct;.
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j
Sinco the appl cation in this orocccding seeks arvrov 1 *o~ tne

Acgtablisnmcnv of a grade’ ossing at La Sercna Lvemue QIOﬂo, we are

’ .

' nouxgt‘libcrty $0 pass upon the need ’or sucb a crosuing a South

Lveave. That mgtte* is not now before uS .

-

Thc most approp*iate'locﬂt‘dn Tor 2 crossing to fcrve'thc
of this tract,'it is ¢ leur, ult*m tely m"'t e dcucrwincd
stated, thet matter 4s not before us nov. n_s queutiom, ovevcr,

shouldube nswcrcd by any decision vnicd may ~iually be r¢ cred.

n i*ecora ax scloses that tht fac' iu nl"'our of many

situated iq this geno*al ar 2, pte! ch may be subd*v*ocd dna m-rfc*cd

as homositce.‘ uuch a dcvelopmen, py'well inwolvc tnc construct¢on

t

of additional grade crosciqgs over the r¢1l*o l nes ir: roin g thiu

N

uerritory,

‘;“is problem, eroub tedl r, nss rcceivnd the con°
of tno county authoritics ch gcd with :cuponsibipity for p1
the dcvclopmcnt of thi, territorﬂ In‘otdér thatiou cetion 4in vni,
and similgr proceedings‘"ﬁy bc consigtenx with vhc Dan formu etcd
by the county~authoritic we delieve thﬁt heforc rnachng o couclu-
- sion we should be ful y 1nformecd concerning these as. ”huu, plcce-
meal coquide otion o* thcgc ,rojccts cnd th o] opcning of uanrccss vy

grade crossings, with tholir accompanyirng hgzerds,imnf B¢ 2 av0ided.

Thzbo is now pending before the Co mi ion an aﬁpiication :
(Lpplice tion Jo. 27871) JhiCh‘i.70lV0° tnh osuco’ishment of 2 grede
crossina.ovcr tTae linc,of'Sagrémen? N .tner1 Rui;w 2y heor auranap,
in'this'gencr&lAferritory; ‘Théf,-aa_"ell, hc iqs ﬁtvp-occed¢ng,‘
will be rccpcnca for furtiecr heariﬁg.updn 2 commoa‘*cco*d &% vhiz
,hea“ing the county aut o*itie, are *ccucstcd to nrcgcnt ny- Lc’initc

pl n or policios with res pect 0 tne subaivi on ¢ res;anti&l
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property in this gonersl area where railroad crocsings are snvolved.

ORDER
Good cause appesrings : |
I7 1S O?DBRBD trat the above-ent‘tlec’.““ro 2eds aing be and it

hereby reo;ae*ed “or ..u:-ther hearing at a tire And A.J.:.u:e «.o he hcrc-

after set, of which due notice 'vill be af“o*dcd all iqtnrcsteo parties.

The effective date of thic ordc_r shalll be the dete hereof. o

Dated at M Cali*‘or” ) tnis_ fE5 2L
day of_ @Q«&' |, 1947. ‘

At )

N~/ CODTISEIONZRE




