Decision No. 40254
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIZS COL IZSSIO" CF THE STATT-' OF CALIFORVIA

In the Mattor of tue Applicztion of
SUTT=R- BUTTE CANAL €O.,

a Corporation, for an Order prescridin

a rate for water furnished by Applican

 for irrigation of ladine Clover and

similar clovers, and for an over-all

inerease in all rates. |

@m@m ] [1

Application No . 279 50

m

ct
L Nl L VL W L N LN L L )

-

Seth la.lln.rgto.., for Sutter Butte f’anal Co.

L

J. . Deuel, by Zdson Abel and Chas. A.‘mmmel
for California Farm Zureau Federat:.on and
Euttc County Farm ?urﬂau. ‘

Busick and Bucick, by Chas. O. Busick, for the
grow ers of alfalfa, and Tadino and
other clovers,.

eh, Wele, Carlin and Fu:.dpe , by’ Alvin Weis, -
for V. 0. Vanderford, G.-C. Shannon,
A. C. Xochn, George :enn, lem Riley, -
J. D. Lay, Lee Brubeck, L. . Waybur
and 3. R, “etzger r:.ce growers and’
consumers. .

CPINTO '\I

Sutter Butte Canal Co., & corporation, is a nubln.c utility cnpagcd in the
dusiness of selling and distributing water for agrlcu...tural :.*'rizatn.o purpoacs in
Butte and Sutter Count:.eo in the ggneral vicinity of the comun:.un.cs of Eiggs,
Gridley, Live Qak, Sutter Ca.ty' and Yuba City. The territory served by the utility
through 141.57 miles of canals and lateral ditc'nés ‘embra.c’es a gross arca of
approximately 80,000 acres, lying bct'.vc.cn the Feather River and 'tlivc‘ I\'Ia.rjrsville |
Buttes, and cxtending from the northerly boundary near Bié?;s about 29 miles souther
1y béyﬁnd Yuba City to the Sutter Bypass Levee.

The Canal Compahy in this application alleges that its present rates arc -\

.

inadecuate and non-compensatory, that it is operating at a loss, and recuests o

.,
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otheor than Ladinoe clover. It further allegas ,hr\* the :eriga"ion of Ladino cloiror :
remiiros coneiderably more wabter than goneral cropes and apu“onm.,texy 80 per cent
as mch as r:.ce and that the Lnr:at"on season for lacino clover is longer than
ta*t Lor “iOG, rocuiring many scparsio dﬁliverics. It asks that;thc Cﬁmmiasion
‘establis‘:x amn increased rate for this class of servico equal to 'appro:ci.matcly
80 per cent of the rate to e charged for the irrigation of rice.

Public hozrings in this procceding were. held st Cridley.

The prcgcnu rates ‘charged oy tie Cunul Company were authoriz;:d as interim
rates by the Commission in Dcc~51on No 22109 deted Februory ll 1930, and nmade
normonent in Dcc:Ls:Lo"x No. ?L;LB.L, issx.cd the 25th day of J.-nuory, 1932. The present

rates provide for both flat and metered scrvice, in ro as fellows:
g 2 y

Sermvice Chavee Diseounts

Net Charge if
, Paid on or Before
“rogs Charpe o Feb. 1 of lst Yu

First year charge o) : £1.25
Sceond year charge 25 - 1.10
Taird yoar charge . 1.00°

Service charge per acre
First installment, per acre
Second installment, per acre

Total charge per acre . $5.00.

Rice = letered Rates

Service charge %1.25 per acre
Plus, for three acrc feot or less 2.50 per acre
Additionzl water 1.50 mer acre foot
Pumping charge, if pumped .30 per acre foot

Grain and Double Cropping — Flat and MNetered 'Hates

Sravity ' Pumped

Service charge (includes two ‘ A S
irrigations) 1.25 per acre $L.25 plus 20€ per acro foot
For cach additional irrigation’ 1420 por acre 1.20 plus 30€ per acre foot
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tos = Con%imued

Goneral Croes = Flat Rates

Gravity
Serviee charge, rer acre %1.25
First installment, per acre .50
Sceond installment, per acre 2,10

Total charge per acre 53.85
General Crop; ~ Motered Rates

Service charge $1.25 per acre
Plus for 1% zerc feot or less l 75 per acre
Additional water 1.50 per acre foot
Fumping charge, if pumped .30 per acre foot

In 2931 the commany sold a portion of its canal qjstem, 1nclud1ng -an
interest in its diversion dam and water rights to the Richvale Irrigation District
a nuelic corporation. Further sales to this dis strict were made in 1937 and 1939.
Thls dlstrlct now ovns an undzvzdhd 26.65 ncr cen 1ntorc*t in tho divcr 1on vorks,
vater rights, crclus ive of Juns et panping rlths, and uhosc cznals uscd jomntly
with the company. Richvale Irrigation District alse acquired a totel of 26,891
acres of lands formerly scrved by the utility, plan?ed almost cn;irdly to rice. .

ihe Canal Compeny in 1942 sold another vortion of iﬁévtransmissioh and

cistribution system, togethcrIWith an intercst in its diversion dam, cortain watci
rights, and canals, to the Biggs-Yest Oridley Vater Disﬁrici, a puﬁlic.cdrporation,
supblcmcntcd by o further sale in 1944, This water'district now ovns an undivided
22,0 per cent interest in the original raber r*g ts, and an undivided 30. O per cent
interest in‘thc diversion worxs, together vith va;ying proportionate intcrcsts in
several canels used Jointly with the Canal Company and Ricﬁvalc Irriéaﬁién '
Diatrict. The SQrvicc area transferred to Biggs=iest erdlcy utcr District was
approximately 30 000 acres, over half now planted to rice, sqmc 2,500 acros devoted
to ladino clover, and tac balonce used for raising alfalfa, grain, orchard, and
othor. general crops. | |

| The Sutter Buttc Conal Co. now holds an undividcd'LS.BS pcr.cent intcrest

in the original water rights, exclusive of Sunset pum ¢ rights which it owns in




v .Pg.z; A—Wa'- |

entirety, on uadivided 43.35 per ceat interest -in thé diversion works, ‘and certain
fixed undivided intercsts in these portions of the scvcfai canals used jointl}'witﬁ
oac¢ or both districts.

Reports sctting forth detnils of the annwal operctlons of this utility
for a numbor of ycars past were subaitted by C. ¥. Gillceee for applicant, and by
E. Ronald Foster, one of the Cormission's hydraulic engineers. The }epo.rp of the
Cormizsion's engineer included an analysis o‘f the récorded-opcmtin(; e:ipefxses of
tie company for the year 1946. It elso conﬁained cer;.e.in récoxnnendéd-adjus‘.:ments
in those expenses for the purpose of normalizing “some extraordinary cha'rgés. hot '
recurring amualiy, such as expenses incurred in cleaning ditches and dama{;;es |
arising from flood aﬁd fire. These reéports reveal a substantial increase in
operating expenses during the last three years, att_:ri‘outabie largeljr to the rccent
and considerable riscs in the costs of lahor and material..

The following table in the report submittéd ‘oy'the Co:ﬁmissi_on' s enginecer
c‘.‘xoy{rs the recorded results of operations for the yéars. 1930 to l9h6, inclusive.

The fixed capital as shovn in this table is based ‘upon the ‘fihdifxg; of‘l the C’omis- ,
sion in decision.s rendered prior to 1926, after adjustmenf for annual adéitions and
betterments, eredits, retirements, and salcé of properties. V’I'hc annual. révenucs

- reflect thc company records of revemues reccivable, less o fixed deductiofx ofj

2 per cent for uncoilectiblc‘ bills , an arbitra.rs; pcfcer;tage adopted to. fac:.i.litatc‘
accounting. The cxpcnées are the recorded book figurcs; substitubing, however,

an ennuity calculated by the sinking fund methed at 6 per cent, in licu of thc’
company's straight linc' L:mn_ual dcprcciation' charge. The fixed capitai is exclusive
of valuc for water rights other than for costs incurred in acqpis_ition of ‘divlersion
and pumpage rights in the Feather River and certain litigation c05£s in cbnnection

therevdth.
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SUTTER_BUTTE CANAL CO. PTRFORMANCE

- 1920 to 1946

: : : : ‘ : Net : % Rate
: ‘e Fixed :  Orerating : Operating Operating = of :
: Year : Capital : Revenues- : Txpenses Reveniwes ¢ Returpn ¢

1930 88845471 8225;500 S1245761 $1005739
1931 1,508;203% 154,700 112,949, L1375
1932 - 13510;6ML 1503200 95,427 54,713
1933° - 1;510;083 1243460 - BL;0u6 405414
1934 1;5103606 1235362 £55879 37,503
1935 155153167 1285730 8538L9 423881
1936 1;51€;885 1435926 963053 453873
1937 1;512;552% 1473743 - 997282 L8345
1938 1;527;3¢8 152;505 1183106 & 343759
2939, 135053882 1393522 1055639 33,872
1940 151651 1233252 1025335 © 203927
yIA 155633438 1343189 123;762 ¢ 105427
942 152155 5554 190,186 1233494 d 665692
1943 1;218;801 1635053 136,895 263158 g
1944 13222; 6545 1485819 1593328 (105569 (9.9)
1945 1;233;581 1505418 183;320 e (323902)  (2.7)
1946 1,239,786 153,720 157,193 3.473) (0.3)

Notes: (Red Fisures) R o

*~Years portions of properties sold to Richvale Irrigation District.’
*#-Years portions of properties sold to Biggs-West Gridley Tater Dist.
a-Includes flood damage $17,463. ‘

b-Includes flood damsre $4,510,

¢-Includes flood damape 516,928,

d-Includes flood damage $2,715. .

e-Includes injuries and damages of 536,725 resulting from

company warehouse fire.

N\h.C)I—'N A
HUIHEDW O

r

O
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The revenues obtained from the several service classifications were
analyzed in Mr. Foster's report to determine the yield in rgventes under any -
new rate structure. The folloving table shows for the year l9h6 the‘various
crops irrigated and thé revenucs ovtained from éach, both at ihc present rates

and after applying the rates requested by tho company:
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WATER CHARGRS AND REVINUES UMDER PRESENT AND REQUESTED RATES
YZAR 1946 -

, : ¢ Present : . ¢ Recuested
Classification : ¢ Rate : Amount ¢ Rate .
RICE » .
Flat rate \ $9.00  §50,039 ML.50 .
Punp rate 8 10.40 887 13,00
Serv. ¢hg. disc. ‘ .

1945 | 8.85 20,390 1L.35

W94, _13805 8.75 153787 11.25
Total rice 87,104
CTURRAL CROPS . : S
A.falfa - 3005 0 3.85 7 -53794
ladino clover 3.85 14,014
‘adino clover 66 3.70% 243

~4dino clover ’ 13102
Totel Ladine 15,3
35
799
Total corn . 834
Pasture 1,167
Pasture 5 e o180
~ Total pasture 1,347
3eans 28 63
3eans 10 3%
Total beans 931 - 3,042
Sudan - *L56 - 3. 13755
Trees (fruit) 5,62, 3. 215656
Trees' (nut) 974 e 3,750
%cets; ete. 1,132 : 4,358
Beets, ete. - 2119 P <428
Tot;l beets, ete, 1,251 L., 786

Other crops . L3 J166

Total general crops 15,382 58,996

Total crops | 25,136 146,100 ‘ 201,953

SERVICE CHARGE ONLY . - -

Flat rate 3,720 , 5;580

Discounted in 1945 898 - . 987 SRR 542 -2

Discounted in 1944 53120 53120 . 6,400
Total serv.chg.only 9,738 57 ‘ _ 13,192

Total 34,87k 156,857 215,145

Serv. chg. disec.

Notes: *Service charge discounted in 1945.
**Service charge discounted in 1944..
' gInterplanted vith grain.

ibove taobulation is Table 3, Txhibdbit No. ll.

~bm




The total gross revenues receivadble during 1946 under ‘the present rates

smounted to {156,857. Under the rates recuested by the company, the gross revenues
would have totalled‘¢215,lh5,<sn increase of 758,283, or 37;16‘per'cent on gross.

From a'practical standpoint it should bc‘pointed out that ﬁhc gross.
operating revenues under the reocuested rates, wniic resulting.in;an incrcase of
£58,288, actually vield only 39,521 net, attributable to the increase in federal
income taxes of {17,601, and uncollectibles at wk, 166, naking‘a total dednction of‘
$1e, 767; The revenues nnder the recucsted rates are based upon a’ general increase
of 25 per cent for all erops othnr than Ladino clovcr, which was takentat £0 per
cent of the new rate for rice. The rate recuested for Ladlno clover therefore,
results in a flat rate charge of ;9 00 per acre compared with the present £3.85.

The Canal Company claims tiat the present value of its ph,,r...ical and
intangible properties, 1ncluding water rigats devoted to the public serv;ce,ls in
excess of 62,500;000 as of December 31; 1946. it nrésentcd an‘adjﬁsted rate base
in the amount of'$1,252,888,“this being the historical.cost'of‘the physical '
propcrties built un from the rate base established by the Commission in 1‘93.0,~
including for voter rights only the costs zand expenses incurred in connection with
the acouismtlon of certain dmversmon and m npcge rights. Iy dcclares, howevcr;
that .t is not secking a return on the value of its watcr rights in addition to
tangible capital value at this time. _

Ehilc ohcrc are several differences between the fipures submitted on
behalf of the company and the Ommnis sion in capxtal accounts, as well as ln the |
treatment accorded certain oocratlng charges, or;ncmpally t*c 1tcms of cxxraordi-
nary expenscs and depreciation, yet these differcnces are not sufflciently great

to affect the over-all results of operation under prcscnt conditions. Using the
rate base as of December 31, 19L6, set up by the ’onmissmon's cngnnccr, amounting

o 41,258,182, vhich includes °13,59O for additzona; consumer advanccs repaid by
thc company bctwoon 1926 and 19L6,and VL,806 for mntcrial and supplies, the
operations-of bhxs utility for the year 1946 resulted in a loss in net rCVeIes

of H477, or a nect return of minus 0.0L per cent. Applying~thc rates proposedﬁby

-7-
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the ;:ompany to the water use for 19L6, the net rate of retwurn would be 3.;0 per
cent,  These results are shovm in the following table:

‘ ‘ ¢ Under Present : Under Requestedi
Classification : Hates_ : . Rates :

OPERATING REVENUES . . .
Revenues from sales of water: 156,857 V5,145

OPERATING EXPTENSES

Source of water supply ° 19 270‘ £ 195270
Pumning expense S lL L6 lh,Mé\
Transmission & distribution expense , 63,756- | - 63,756
Commercial expense 1,057 - 1;057
Ceneral & Miscellancous expense | 20;311, _ 20; 331
Ebctraordinary oxpense ' ‘ ;488 2'188]';
Taxes . : _ - ‘ 18 3513 36 1L
Dcprecxation expense | J.L €56, 1&,656
Uncollectlbles 3, 137 ' 9,3 2.“

| '-?3157,3'31.»." | m.'/s,loi- s
Net Operating Revenue . ' (-_5‘_7_1) - 39,044
Rate Base 1,258,282 1,258,182
Rate of Return . : o (o.ogi)* 3.10}.,"1

Yote: (Red Firures)

Prote.sts, against inercased irrigation cﬁarges were entered by ma,ny water
consumers, particularly zgainst tﬁc reasonableness of the company's ‘propoéod rate
for Ladine clover and other permanent pasture érops of a sixﬁilar natu::e_. The major
issuc in this prc;cecding rovolved a.‘.;ound the net du‘cy'or water ori'Le.dino‘ clpvei-
iand and the reasonable watcr reouwivements in the fioid for ma:cx.mm cco&omic yield 3
of Ladino and similar xm.xed clovers used for pcrme.nmt pasturo crops.

Athough the utility's rates new on file and _:.n effect include a ‘schedule
of :nctsared xfa.tes, water is not measured (o tho customers on the Sutter B&tte'Canal
S:'sﬁcm, all present scfvice being under flat rates with unmeasurcd_'deli{'eries.. T"zc
testimony on the nct‘duty of water for I.;dino clover prcsentcd by both the utility
and con’sumer withcsge_s ths generally based on aséumptions and on cstimates from
observation or comparisoh with other crops i.ri'igatcc'il rather than on ;actual ficld

measurements, Tac cvidence presented on this important matter, ihercfore,, was
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somevhat indofinite and inadoqua.to. Howover, the relative testimony gliven by nany

v

irrigators » and supported by cvidence submitted by the Cormission's witnﬂvs , soomed
to crystalize around 2 net weter recuirement for ladino clover of appronmat«.ly

50 per cent of the net rico requirement and about twice the amount of water uscd

.

for general crops, cxclusive of olfalfa. Compared vith the laﬁtcr crop, 1’:hc‘

testimony iIndicated that Ladine clover recuires more wetor, In any cvent, the

record docs not substantiate thé compmy's- contcntion +hat the aver‘agc‘ncccsvsary

cconomic watcr' requirenment for clovers is 807 of tact for rice. | _

The testimony on the use of water does reveal, moreow;er, & considerable

wzste of water on this system and inefficient irrigation practices , appareptly
inherent in all irrigation svstems vhere water is not sold on a mea.:sured; basis.
'Ihis_ situation is most serious ‘:Ln view of the ‘:;ubnomal strée.'n-flow i:revailing this
year. The low‘grpss duty'of wﬁter en the Sutter Zutte Canal System,. shown to have‘
been somewhat over 12 acre feet pey acre curing the vast t_hreé ycﬁrs, is one of the
major fz;ctors forcing this 'companyfto procure water by pumping and purchase to
supplement its natural flow, sravity supply. This means that the company must
obtain an average of 12 acre feet of water for every.acre of land irr:.pated an
wrusually large gross water rcqu:.rcment. Water purchased by “he Canal Company

© becane a major item éf expense v:hch the increased plantirlgs ‘Lo rice began‘scrio_usly

to show its effect in 1943, as shown in the following tebulation:
FURCHASED WATER AND SUNSET PUMFING. PLANT EXPENSE

:Water Purchased from Pacific Gas & -Sunset _ .
:Electric Co, at.75€ per acre foot ~ Pumping Plant Combined
: Year Duantity ;- Cost : .Jmcnse : . Costs

1943 - . - & 6;&73 _ 65473

1943 63361 Ac. Fr. ,a,'m- 13775 19;546.
1944 283438 Ac. Ft. - 3329 135759 _ 353088 -
1945 263082 Ac. Ft. 19 1561 | 165015 35,676
1946 25,257 Ac.'Ft. = 18,043 J.a,u;é L 33,389

It appears that the major cause of the comparatively large use of vater on
this system, and the resulting neqéssity to pump and purchase water ariscs from the

high _priées'prevailing for rice which has led ‘growafs to plant this crop even on

9=
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unsuitable pravelly and sendy soils in certain sections of the service area. ‘Thé
evidence shows that the estimated averagc net duty of water for ricc on this systen
is not less than 13 5 acre feet per acre, wherens the average net duty for r ce on
he system of the Viestern Canal Compeny immediutely adjomn;np the Richvale
Irrigation District on the north was for the vears 1945 and 1946 but 6.3L4 acre

feet per acre.

The testimony also shows that for crops other than rice, irrigatién‘
practices are frecquently characterized by wasteful and uneconomic methods and‘by
a general failure to recognize the present necessity of conserving'wat r. ‘The
normal, matcr supply of this utility not only should adecuwately serve its prescat
acreage, Sut in 2ll except years of serious subnormel reinfall and snow paclk, could
amply meet the demand of considerably more Arrigated acreage within the prescat

service aroa. It is evident that unlcss cxcccsive uses of water for the irrigation
of some ¢rops can be avoided in the future, it hoy become necessary to piace‘éll
water deliveries upon a measured rate basis.

The record in this procecdlﬂg cicarly indicates that when Ladino and'other
clovers are planﬁcd on old rice checks, or on uneven and Luproperly leveled land,
the amount of water recuired is so for in cxcess of the maximum economic water
recuirements that scrviee to such ¢undu at the same rates cherged for tﬁe
irrigation of properly prepared ficlds, places an wnfair burden on all other
consumers and ¢rcatcs umnceessary waste. The record shows that in mén& cases the
irrigation of permancnt pasture erops such as Ladino clover, planted in old rice

checks, probably taokes as zuch water os rice because of tac frecuency of clover
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irfigations s the extended scason and general feoilure to prevent drainage éharacter- -
istic of_rice irrigation practicc. To reduce such cconomic waste o£‘watef in the
irrigation of clbvcr erops, the company will be authorized to charge a higher rate
for Ladino and othor clovers vhere the lands are immroperly leveled, or unprepared,
for sach erops. This higher rate will be made effcetive cormencing with all |
irrigation water delivered subsesuent to thc 1947 scasen: This intervol will give
consumers due notice to put their clovcr.ficlds in proper shépe to obtain the |
advantage of the lower rate for their irripation.

In considcring any genersl revision of the present flat rate $tructufe
10 reclassify certoain ¢rops more in line with their recognized water rccﬁircmcnts,
it is rcadily appafcnt that the rccuifement for al:alfa is in excess of that fo:'

vines and orchards, yet somewhat loss than for Ladino and other similar clovers..

! LY

Alfalfﬁ, thercfore, shéuld'beaf its fair ond proper burden vwhich indicates a
scparate classificetion for this crop. |

The record presented herein completely substanxiates the conclusion that
the applicant is entitled to an upward revision of its rates for irfigation watéf
service to provide increased revenues. The reﬁuested rate for rice irr}gation?
representing somewhat, more than 25 per cent increase, i;'fully justified and will
be authorized. However, the requested iﬁc:ease in thé rate for Ladiﬁoﬂénd*_.
similar clovers, namely, 80 per cent of the,raté for.ricé;‘can onij beujustified
in the case of improperly prepared lands; such a igte will be'aﬁthofized as a
means of effecting a reduction in the unnecessary waste resulting from such
practice. For the irrigation of Ladino and siﬁilar clove:s planted on properl&
leveled and checked fields, the authorized rate will be 50 per cent of the rice
rate. The evidence presented in this matter developed the fact that the i:rigation
of alfalfa requires more water then for genei‘agl. croj:s.," aithough less tha.n for
Ladino clover, warranting a differeni rate for this crop whicﬁ will amount to about
30 per cent increase over the present rate. The raﬁes‘for ofchards, vineyards,

and- general crops, including grain, will be increazsed an amount somewhat less than

25 per cent. The following order will establish thesé rates which will provide for

~11-
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increased revenues which are found to be just and reasonable under thé existing
circumstances and conditions, The resulting increase in thé company's revenues
is necessary to insure adequate and satisfactoiy service, las well as to aveid
continuing losses in operation. In the design of this rate structure the attempt
has been made to assess the charges for water as equitably and as uniformly as
possible under a flat rate schedule and in conformity with the use of water for
the respective classiflications. Assuming all Ladi'.no clover land charged at the
more favorable rate, it has been computed that had tho rates whn.cb will be
authorized herein been in effect during the 1946 irrigating scason, the operating
revenues would have amounted to $201,533 wiich would result in a net operating
revenue of about $34,750 or a ratc of return of approximately 2-3/4 per cent on
the adjusted rate base of $1,258,182, excluding water rights.: Thé. computed
income in operating revenues of $44,676 over the amount of ‘$156,'857 actually
received in 1946 represents an over-all increase of abéut 28% per cent.,

No water has been sold by applicant during the past two years at the
metered rate and the rcvenues previcusly derived under the measured rate schedule
have been rclatively insignificant, Therefore, it appears unnece#sa.ry to
consider any increase. in the metercd rates, except to make thc_ service charge in
that schedule the same as that in the flat rate schedule, which will be dome in
the following order. The metered rate schcdule will also be made to inclﬁde ”
Ladino and similar clovers, and alfalfa, on a basis comparable with crops other 7
than rice and grain, ' |

For those consumers whose land conditipns and irrigation nethods aré such

that the quantity of water required for any crop can be obtained for less under the

metered xete tan wider the corresponcine $12v yale) a¥ WY BN peinted vt VD U

company'ts rules and rcgulations permit any consumer to exercise an. option to obtain

wvater service on the measured basis, thus favering water consorvation.
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" Sutter Butte Canal Co., & corpor#tion;'having‘made application t6 the :
Commission fd}~authority to make a general inerease in its ratés,,with-particular
reference to the rate for irrigation of Ladino and similar clove*s; public heaiings
having been held thereon, the matter having been duly submitted and the Commission
being now fully advised in the premises:

IT IS HEREBY FOUND &S 4 FACT that the present rotes of Sutter Butte
Canal Co.é in so far as they differ from the rates herein‘estabiished, are unjust
and unreasonable and-that the rates herein estaﬁli§hed are just aqd reasonaﬁlé'
tates to be charged by sald company for water,servige_rendered its consumers; aﬁd,
"oesing iﬁs order,upon the foregoing findings of fact and upon the other statements
of fact in the Opinion prcceding this Crder,

IT IS HEREBY CRDERED that the Sutter Butte Canal Co. be and it is hereby
authorized and directed to file with this Commission the schedules of ratea for |
irpigation water service set forth in Exhibit nn sttached hereto, said rates to
~pply for service rendered commencing with the l9h7 1rragation season.:

' IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDSRED as follows:

1. That Sutter Butte Canal Co. shall file in quadruplicate with this
Commission, on or before My 3L, 1947, in conformity with the
Commission's Generzl Order To. 96 the rates set forth in Exhlbit An
attached hereto., _ _

2.. That Sutter Butte Canal Co. shall, by July l,~l9h7,,édjust its bills
for service due and peyable under the rates so that the total charges -

in each particular case shall be coual to amounts ch&rgeable under
the rate schedules herein established

That Sutter Butte Conal Co. shell modify its rules and regulations
to make them consistent with the rutes established herein and to-
comply with the Iollow:ng provisions: ,

(a) Revise Rule and Regulation Nes. . 2(b) and B(b) to
omit speciiic mentxon of amount of service charge.

(b) Revise Rule and Regulation No..2(d) to read:
"Application for water under any schedule for purposes
of plowing or for sprouting water griss, -weeds,. ete,y,
shall not require’any renewal of agreement."

(¢) In Rule and Regulotion Nes, .4(e), . S(d), 5(e), and 6(d)
change rate of interest from 8% to 5%..

-13-
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(d) Incorporcte in Rule and Regulation No; 5 auﬁstantially
the following:

"To secure discount on service charge, payment -
must be made on or before Feobruary first of the first
year of three=year period.

"Service charge and first installment of annual
water charges are due and payable on or before
February first and second installment is dve and payable
on or before July first. Thirty days are allowed in
which to make payment. Interest at the rote of 5% per
annum {roxm date due will be ch_rged on all accounts not
pald within 30 days from date due. .

"All rates'are for delivery of water at canals
owned by the Company. Consumers whose lands are not
adjacent ‘to canals owned by the Company must provide-und
maintein A’ service ditch from the Company*s canal to
their lands.

"ndditional rate for pumping appliea only to such
areas to which water cunnot be delivered by. gravity .
flow from canals owned by the Company. Pumping at
Sunset Plant or from drzinage ditches into Company's
canals does not anOlVe ‘the pumping rate." .
That Sutter Butte Canal Co,, within sixty (60) days from the date
of this Order, shell submit to this Commission for its approval four
sets of rules and regulctions governing relations with its consumers,
¢zeh set of which shall contain & suitable map or sketch, drawn
to an indiccted scale upon 2 sheet 82 x 11 inches in size, delineating
thereupon in distinetive markings the boundaries of its present.
service area and the location thereof with reference to the immediate
surrounding territory; provided, however, that such map or sketch
shall not thereby be considered by this Commission or any other public
body 25 2 final .or conclusive determination or eatablishment of the
dedicated area of service or any portion thereof.

That Sutter Butte Canal Co.; within sixty (60) days from the date
of this Order, 'shall file with this Cormission four copies of a
comprehensive map, drawn to an indicated scale of not less than -
600 feet to the inch, upon which shall be delineated by appropriate
markings the territory presently to be served. This mep should
be reasonably acecurate, show the source and date thereof, and -

- include sufficient dete to determine clearly end deflnltely the"

location of the property comprising the entire utility area of
service; provided, however, that such map shall not therebdy be
considered by this Commission or any other public body as a’ final
or conclusive deterzination or establishment of the deaicated area :
of service or any portion thereof._




EF - A.27950 = , 15

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER CRDERED that for all other purposes the effective

date of this Order s wenty (20) days from and after the da}c;/ hereof.
Dated at y , California, this & - _ day of

> 19L7 [ Y

Commissioners. -
T, -

5
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EXHIBIT tan

Schedule No. 1

FLAT RATES

This rate schedule is applicable where the water user signs
4 three-year contract for service, which shall be renewed or:
extended with each seasonal appiication for water service.
Application for water for irrigation must be made on forms
supplied by the company, in accordance with its rules and

‘regulations. -

Prepayment Discount on Service Charge:

For tenant water users not leasing land for more than one .
year and/or where guarantors.satisfactory to the company are not
obtained, or where landowners or tenants desire to aviil themselves
of the discounts, the second and third years' service charge will
be subject to the following discounts, if paid on or before
February 1lst of the first yezr of dny threeeyear contract period:

Gross Charge - Disecount ‘Net Chggge

Second-year charge $1.50 30:15: $1.35‘

v

Third-year charge 1,50 230 1,20
$3.00  $o45 - $2.55

4 -~ FOR-IRRICATION OF RICE
- Serviece Charge:

$1.50 per acre per year for contract period, first yearly payment
payable at time of application and subsequent payments
payable on or before February lst of succeeding years.

Additienal Charges for Yater Delivereds:

$2.50 per acre, plus 75 éents»per acre where water isvpumped,,‘
payable on or before February lst, plus.

$7.50 per acre, plus 75 cents per acre where water is pumped,. °
payable on or before July lst.

Speeial Conditions:

1. Water users ure entitled, under the service churge payment
on years where rice is not irrigated, to one flooding for
purposes of sprouting water grass or weeds, or for plowing;:
provided, that wierc water is pumped, a further charge of"
30 cents per acre~foot will be added. Additionsl charges.
for this purpose will be on the basis of 75 cents per acre.
plus 30 cents per acre-foot where water is pumped for second
and each subsequent flooding. R S

-
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EXHIBIT "A" = Continued

Sehedule No. 1 - FLAT RATES

A = For Irrigation of Rice (Cont.)

Speeinl Conditions = Continued:

2, Application for water £6r summer plowing or k'sprouting water
grass, weeds, etc., will not cause & renewal or extension.
of the three-year contract.

B - FOR IRRIGATION OF GRAIN (CTHER THAN RICE)

(Including irrigation for double eropping such as for beana
or similar crops),

Service Charge'

81 50 pcr acre per year for contract period, flrst early payment
payable at time of applicaztion and subsequent peyments
payable on or before February lst of suvcceeding years, which
entitle consumer to two irrigations for the grain crop only,
plus additional charge of 30 cents per acre=foot whe*e water.
is pumped

Adchtlonal Charges for Nater Delivered:

$l 50 per acre for cach subsecuent 1rrigution durlng continuance
of service for the purpose of the second cropping, plus 30
cents per acre~foot where mhter -s pumped, payable before
epch irrigation. ,

C - FOR IRRICATION OF LADINGC AND SIMILAR CLOVERS

Service Chatgg:

$1,50 per acre per year for contract period, first yearly payment
peyable at time of application and subsequent payments
payeble on or before February lst of succeeding yezrs.

Additional Charges for water Delivered:

1. Applicablc Zor the L9LE irrigotion season and thereafter on
all new plentings where land i3 not properly leveled and
checked for irr-g&t;on of this c¢rop and alsc on all new or
old fields lart planted to rice and where land has not been.

-properly lav»led and re~checikod for 1rrigation of Ladino
and similer clov;rs.

$1.75 per acre, plus 60 .cents per acre where water is pumped
payuble on or before February lst, plus -

$5.75 per. acre, plus 60 cents per zcre where water is pumpcd
payable on or before July lst. ‘
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EXHIBIT "A" .- Continued

Sehedule No. 1 .— FLAT RATES

C = Fo} Irrigation of .Lladino and Similar'Clovers (Cont, )

Additional Charges for Water Delivered ~ Continued:

2, Applicable to all existing fields and to all new plentings,
where land has been properly leveled and checked .for the
irrigation of Ladino and similar clovers in accordance with
good practice as recommended by qualifzed furm advisers.

$1,25 per acre, plus 50 cents per acre where water is pumped,
- payable on or before February lst, plus.

$3, 00_per, acre, plus 50 cents per acre where water is pumped
“payable op or BEfore July Ist. _

D.~ FOR TRRIGATION OF ALFALFA

Serv@ce Charge:

31.50 per acre per year for contract peridd, Lirst yearly payment
payable at time of application and subsequent payments
payable on or before February lst of succeeding. years.

-
K]

Addit;;nal Charges for Water Delivered:

$l OO per acre, plus 50 cents per acre where water is pumped,
' payable on or before February lst, plus -

$2.50 per acre, plus 50 cents per acre where water is pumped;
_payable on or before July lst. .

E = FOR IRKRIGATION OF CRCHARDS,
VINEYARDS AND OTHER GENERAL CHOPS

. Service Charge:

$1,50 per acre per year for contract period, first yearly payment
payable at time of application and subseguent peyments
payeble on or before February lst of succeeding years.

il 1

Addltlonal Changes for N@ter Delivered'

$0 75 per acre, plus L5 cents per acre where water is pumped,
payable on or before February lst, plus

$2 50 per acre, plus 45 cents per acre where water is pumped,
‘ payable on or before July lst,
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'EXHISIT "A" - Continued

Sehedule No, 2

METERED RATES

'

This rate schedule is applicable where water user signs
three-year.contract for service, which shall be renmewed or
extended with each seasonal application for. water service. .
Application for water for irrigation must be made on forms
supplied by the compeny, in accordance with its rules and
regulations, :

Prepayment Discount on Service Charge:

For tenant water users not leasing land for more then one
year and/or where guarantors sstisfactory to the company are
not obtained, or where landlords or tenants desire to-avail
themselves of the discounts, the second and third years' service
charge will be subject to the following discounts if paid en.
or befere Februury lst of thu first year of any three-year
conxract permod-

-

Gross Charge . Discount -  Net.Cherge

~Second-year charge $1.50 *$0.15 835
Third-yeer chayge’ 1,50 30 1,20

$3.00 045 855

F = FCR IRRIGATION OF RICE =~ -

Servicé Charge:

$1.50 per acre per year for contract period, first yeerly payment
payable at time of applicution and subsequent payments
payable on or before February lst of succeeding years. .

Additienal Charges for W«ter Deljvered:

- $2.50 per acre: for 1 acre feet or less per acre, plus 30 cents

per acre-foot if water is pumped, payable on or before
Februaryzlst, plus

$1.50 per’ acre-foot, plus 30 cents per acre-foot if water is
pumped ‘for water used in excess of 3 acre feet per acre,
same to be puld at the end of the mohth of use.

Speeial Condltlons.

1. Water users arefentitled, under the service charge payment on
years where rice is not irrigated, to one flooding for purposes
of sprouting water grass or weeds, or for plowing; provided,
that where water Is pumped, & further charge of 30 cents per -
acre~foot will be added. Additional charges for this _purpose
will be on the basis of 75 cents per acre plus 30 cents. per
acre-foot where water is pumped for second and each subseqpent

flooding.

Ly
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EXHIRIT "A" = Continued

Schedule No, 2 - Metered Rates

F - For Ifrigation of Rice (Contd.)

Sgecidl Conditinns -~ Continued:

2 Application for water for summer plow1ng or sprouting water
" grass, weeds, etc., will not cause a renewal or extension of
the three-year centract. .

G - FOR‘IRRIGATION OF CRAIN (OTMER THAN RICE)

(Includ;ng irrlg4tion for double cropping such as for
‘beans or similar crops).

Charges for this service according to the flat rates indicated
in Schedule No. l. : 4

- H = POR IFRIGATION OF LADINO AND SMILAR CLOVERS,
ALFALFA, ORCHARDS, VINEVARDS, ~ND OTHER GENERAL CROPS

Service Charge°

¢l 50 per acre per year for contract period, first yearly payment
‘peyable at time of application cnd subsequent payments
payable on or before Februery lst of succeed_ng years.‘

hdditional Charges for Nﬂtar Delmvered'

§1. 75 per acre for li acre feet or less per acre, plus 30 cents
per acre-foot if water is pumped, peyable on-or before
February lst, plus

$l 50 pexr acre-foot, plus 30 cents per acre-foot if water is
pumped, for water used in excess of 15 acre fect per
acre, same to be paid at the end of the month of use.




