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Decision No. 40259 

BEFO~E THE POELIC OrI1I::'I.E.S COMMISSION OF THE STATE' OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application 
of Arthur C.. Voorhees al'lc. A."lc.re:l .N .. 
Voorhees to 5011, and of Aubrey 
Sorrels and Ana ~lar1a Sorrels to 
purchase the public uti:"ity water 
systemoi' sellers known as Biola 
Water Co. 
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Applicution 
No.. 28340 

Arttur C. Voorhees and Andrea N. Voorhees have applied 

to the ?ublic Otilities Co~~ission for authority'to sell and,' 

tra."1si'er to Aubrey Sorrels u!"l.d A.."la Maria Sorrels a public utility 

W.:iter systen. kriov.'!'l. as the Biola Viuter Co. 

The pro~erties to be transferred include a certificate 

of public convenience ~~d necessity originally granted by the 
\ 

COl"!ll!:iszion by Decision ~;o. 10112, dated, February 20., 192'2., and 

tra."lsi'erred to the pre~ent owners pursuant to a:.lthorityer o...'I1ted 

by Decision ~lo .. 38729., dated February 26., 194t>, and physical 
properties consisting of approxica:(:ely 9., 500 feet of water I!l~inz.~ 

two lo~s, a well 80 feet deep, a deep well pump with a 10 h.p. 

cl('ctr:"c 0.0 tor a:\c a 1,500 galloI'. ?ressure tank, together with . 
non-lltllity re&l estate. The consideration to be paid is the 

Sllm of $20,000, of which $7,500 has been allocatee. by applicD .. .'''lts 

as the·val:l€ of the :.lti1ity ?ropertics and $12.,500 as the v~lu.e 

of the !'lon-utility ~roperties. The operatin£; revenues of the 
v;ater systec were reported. at $1.,S36 in 1946, with service being 

g1ve!'l to approximatelJ 100 consumers. 
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The ~greement of sale provides for the payment of 

$10,000 of' the purchnze price in cash a.nd the issue of a. note in 

evidence of the remaining $10,000, said note to be payable in ' 

monthly inztallmE'nts of $100 or r::ore, with interest at the rate 
of 6% per annum, pa~.ent to be secured by a deed of trust cover-
ing the real property, both utility and non-utility. ~ copy of 
the deed of trust and note are on file in this application. 

The certificate of 'public convenience and necessity 

herein authorized to be tra.'"'lsferrcd is subject to the provisions 

of law tho.t the Commission shall ho.ve no' power to authorize the 

capits.lization of the certificate or the right to own, operate or 

enjoy such certificate in excess 01' the amount (exclusive of any 

tax or o.~~ual charge) actually paid to the State as the consider-
ation for the issuar.l.ce of such certificate of public. convenience 

8.nc. necessity 0:- right. 

The authority herein granted shall not be construed to 
be. a finding of value of the properties herein authorized to be 

tr.?.!lsferred. 

Application h~ving been ~ade for,an order authoriz~nb 

the transfer of public utility water properties and the Co~is­

sion having considered the matter and it being of the opinion 

that this is not ~ ~atter on which a hearing is necessary and 

that this application should be granted, slJbj.ect to thoprovi-

sions of this order, therefore, 

1'1: IS HEREEY ORDERED as follows: 
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1. Arthur C. Voorhees and A.."l.drea N. Voorhees, after 

the eff~ctivc date hereof and on or before July 31, 1947, may 
tr~nsfer to Aubrey Sorrels ~"l.d k"l.a ~aria Sorrels the certi!ic~te 

of public convenience anc necessity acquired by them pursuant to 

authority grantee. by Decision No • .'38729,'datcd February 26, '1946, 
and the public utility water prop~rties comprising the Biola V~a.ter 

Co. 

2. Aubrey Sorrels and Ana Maria Sorrels, after tne 

effective date hereof ~~d on or before July 31, 1947, for the 

purpose of fino..."l.cing in ::>art the purchase' price of the properties 

to be tr~~sferred, may execute a deed of trust and issue a note 

for $10,000, in, or subst:mtio.lly in, the s~me form as the deed 
of trust and note filed in this proceed~"l.g, it being the opinion 

of the Commission that the ~oney, property or labor to be pro-
cured or paid for through the ,issue ofsuic..note is reasonably 
r~~uired for the purpose sgecified herein, which purpose is not, 
1n whole OZ' in ·part, reasor~ably cho.rgeable to operating expenses 

or to income. 

3. If Aubrey Sorre:ls a.."ld Ana Maria Sorrels acc;.u1re 

sc1d water properties, they shall f~rnish ~~d supply water ser-

vice to the public ~~der ~n~ in accord~ce with the rates, rules 
and regl.11ationz heretofore filed with the Commission bj· Arthu.r C. 

Voorhees and Andrea N. Voor!lees a...""l.d shall adopt as their own, 

said rates, rules and regulations. 

4. Aubrey Sorrels and Ana Maria Sorrels shall file 

with the COl'!lnlission within thirty (30) d;;,.ys after the date of 
ac~uisition of the properties under the authority herein granted, 

a certified copy of each deed of conveyance, a stateoent indi-
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eating the exact d~te upon which they ac~uired sa1~ properties, 

and the ~ount of conS\.loers I deposits, if a..'1.y, the sellers turned 

o·/er to them for ro:;tl.lrn to consu!:lers, <:':""1d a I'eport of the issue of 

the note Z.$ rcc;.uired by the Co:n.cission t z Ge:leral Order No. '24-1-., 

which order,. inzofa:r as applicable" is made a part of this order. 

5. The authority herein gr~"1ted will become ~rfect1ve 
when Aubrey Sorrels and AnD. Marie:. Sorrels have naid the minimum 

fee prescribed by S.ection 57 of the Public Otili'tics Act, which 

fee is Twenty-five ($25.00) Dollars. 
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