
,... 

Decision No. 

. .' ~ .""..... ' 

itb/i :~~j: 1/7';) .... 
1,.' , I v /1 ,., 

&J 1[;; J '//i:1t r.. 40276 
~ 4! !/f!/. 1'/ f 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COWJ!SSION OF THE SrATE OF CALIFORNIA t"1J~ 

In the Matter of the Application of 

KERN ISLAND CANAL COMP tJ..'Y , 
a corporation, 

for an Order Authorizing it to Wi th-
draw from Public Utility Service in 
the Territory Served by the Mill Ditch 
(from 26th Street ~outh) and the 
East Mill Ditch. 
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Application No. 28221 

McCutchen, Thoma~, Matthew, Griffiths and Greene, 
by Burnham Enersen and Felix Stump!, for 
Kern Island Canal Company. 

Harry M. Conron, for Kern Island Canal Comp.o.ny. 

E. G. Norris, Mayor, and J. Kelly Steele, City Attorney, 
for City of Bakersfi~ld. 

OPINION .... _-------

Kern Island Canal Company, Q. corporation, engaged in the 'business of 

selling water tor irrigation purposes in and in the. vicinity of the City ~f 

Bakersfield, Kern County, a~ks the COm:"'..ission for an .order authorizing it to with-

draw from public utility service in the territor,r heretofore served by the portion 

of Mill .01 tcl':. lying south 01' 26th Street and by Zast Mill Ditch. Applicant alleges 

that for many year~ the only irrigation wnter supplied through the Mill Ditch 

itself has 'been a small quantity supplied for irrigating a garden in or adjacent to 

a hou~e, located in Block 295, City of Bakersfield, and that no water whatsoever ha~ 

been delivered to ~aid garden since 19~5; ~h~t the aree ~erved by the East Mill 

Ditch has been converted from agricultural to urban residential and commercial uses, 

and thot onlY eight different personz have purchased water from this ditch during 
. \ . 

the lnst five years" only !ive.in 1945, and four in 1946. Appl1cant rurther 
; 

alleges that the 3ervice rendered by means or Mill Ditch,. s.u·~h of 26tb Street, and 

-l-



by East l~ll Ditch has been f~rnished at a sUbstantial out-ct-pocket los! each 

yeAr for several years last pest ~nd that it would not be practic31 or possible 

to put this service on a. p2ylng basis bS ~. change in rates. 

A'public hearing in this proceeding was held at Bakersfield. 

The .properties of the Kern Island. Canal Comp.ony, a corporation, include 

a right to divert 300 cubic feet per 3econd from the Kern River; a water distri-

bution system consisting of appro~tely 71.4 mile" of canals, ditches, branches 

:md laterals, with:appurtenu.nt structures and facilities for th~ delivery of 

wc.ter; and cert.'lSil.· other real and person:D. property. Among the ditches included 

within appliclmt' s waterdistri'ouUen system are the Mill Ditch ... .nd the branch 

thereof known as the East Mill Ditch. 

Mr. George L. Henderson, SecretQrY and Chief Engineer of the utility, 

testified that during the past five ye:rs the aver~ge operating expen.:se incurred 

in maintaining the service sought to 'o(l \'lithd.r~wn, amounted to $852 .. 39, and that 

the average yeCLrly revenue therefrom for the same periods was $22.79 .. 

Mr. B. F. Atwood, the company's superintendent of canals,. testified that 

• during 1946 only five customers were served from the ditches proposed to be 

~bandoned and th~t tor 1947 only four applications were filed for service from 

~uid ditches. He ~lso stated th~t the average ~rea irrigated by e&Ch of said 

customers for the past five years would not exceed that of two average city lots~ 

on which.strawberries,. gr~pes and fruit trees ur~ grown •. According to 

Mr. Atwood t·s testimony, non~ of theSE) four con5um~r~ will su.ffer ~. substantial 

hardship by the discontinutsnce of c~al irrigation water because all of them 

already also receive water rrom the Cull rornie ~':ater Service Company" a public 

utility suppl~~ng water for domestiC and other use throughout the City or 

Bakersfield and adjoining ~nd adjaeent territor,7 •. 

Ur •. J. Kelly Steele,. City Attorne,y tor the City of Bakersfield, stated 

that the Bakersfield City Council, on the 5th day of August, 1946,. d~ passed and . 
adopted c resolution to the effect that it would be in the public intere~t for the 
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portior. or Vill Ditch, south or 26th Street, and th~ E.a.~ l.:lll Di.tch to 'be taken 

out of service and abandoned, and reC"'.lested Kern Island Can.-:.l Cor:::-c.ny to discontinue 

the u:se Sol'l.d operation of sDid. ditche~. 

~o protest was ~de a~~st the discontir.u~~ce or the service re~uested. 

Kern Island Cc~al Comp~~y scrve3 vrater only for agri~J1tura1 irrigation purposes 

Olt rates based u:pon .')."1'). ac:"e .foot deliycred. The t~rritory iY1 ~c.$tion noVi i.s all 

residential property \\i thin the city limits of Bakersfield a:'ld no lone:er csn be 

considered as entitled to asric~tural ~crvicc cla~si!i~~tion. Under these 

cireumstances a.uthority to discontinue this s~rviec 'Hill be grantod upon tho 

P',ivir.g of reasonable notice to present usc::-:>. 

The follo\~g form of order is reco~ended: 

OR:J-:::R -----
Application a~ entitled a.bove n.').vint,bccn filed with this Co~~ssion, 

~ public h~arine h~vinrr. been held thereon, the matter havine been ~Jbmittcd 'and 

the Co~$sion now boinr fully in.fo~cd in the pr~~scs, 

IT IS EEn:~:3Y O':\DER'I?;D that Kern Island Ca..~al CoI:lPa."lY, a corporntion, be 

~~~ it is hereby authorize~ to di~conti~uc, on 'and after the 15th day of June, 

'.947, ill public utiJ.it:-.~ w~,tcr :;crvicc in the -:'crritory' served by that portion 

~f rill Ditch south ot 25th Streot a."ld b:7 t~c Ea.st :':i11 Ditch located. in the 

City of B.:ll-:erst'icld, r~c:rn Co~.mty. 

IT IS F~'8BY FUR'ffi'BR ORD;';::?ED tha.t O!'. or before ten days i"romthc date 

of thi~ Crd.cI', KCr!l Isla.--:.d C~~n31 Co:::.,a."lY shw notif~', i~ writ.ing, n.ll con~\U:lcrs 

served durin~ the three 7cars l~st p~st of ~ts intontio~ to discontL"luc ~crvice 

on and o.ftcr t!'l,c 15th ci.:ly of J'J.."le, 191...7,_ (),$ ;-.u.thorizod herein a."'ld shru.l fi."tc with 

this Commission, within tC!'l d:l.Ys from. the d.;ltc of this C:-dcr, 13. stc.tcmont that 

IT IS R~~BY FURTHER ORD~D th~t for oJJ. other purposes the effectivo 

d.."l.tc or this Order shw be twonty (20) dc-.y:s froJ:l .':l..~d c..f'tcr the dllto hc:-:oo!. 
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• 
The foregoing Opinion And Order are hereb,y approved and ordered·filed a3 

the Opinion and Order of the Public Util1ties Commission of the State of 

California. j\ 

Dated at .... M~rs.--c1;,;;;;.,;;;~~-, ...... -----, California, this 

__ A~d ... a_1~/r.-__ , 1947. 

/$~""'" day of 

'I .' 
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