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o .
Decision No. 40342 : IIZ g;
BEFORE TEE PUBIIC UTILITIES COMUSION OF THEE STATE OF CAL / w l

In the Matter of the application of THE ATCEISON.‘

- TOPEKA AND SANTA FE RAILWAY COMPANY, a corporation,

for abolition of the grade crossing of "BF Street Application
over applicant®s Mormor Yard tracks in the City of No. 2846k
. Stockton and for authority to cosstruct a grade

crossing over its tracks east of its Mormon Yard.

J. 2. CUMMINGS and B. ATEERTON, for Applicant; BILL L. DOZIER,
City Attorney, for the City of Stockton; FRED M. BOLLINGER, fox
Loulse Zignego, protestant: R. J. JEFFRY, in behalf of G.
ZAPPETTINI, et al, vrotestanty EOWARD G. BISSELL, Planning
Consultant, for County of San Joaquin.

, QRIYLIQX

By this application The Atchison, Eoﬁéka and Santa Fe Railway Company
requests authority to: (1) Cl;se tae crossing at grade of "B" Street over its main
line and yard tracks in the City of Stockton (C'rossi:":g No. 2—1119.8)‘:'\&:1& (2) to
construct and .o:pen to vehicular traffic Clay Strect at grade across its main line
in unincorporated territory iz San Joaquin County. e

A pudlic hearing was held in this matter ‘bei_'or& Examiner Hall at
'Stoc}:tgn. on May 29, 1947, at whicha time the matter was subnitted. .

In the arvea invelved the tracks of applicant run in a general east and
wost direction and cross '"B" Street (a north and south dreeﬁ)- at right angles. -
The next crossirg to the west is the gxade separation of Wilson Wa.y (U.5. 99), a
distance of about o.L» miles. The ncxt crossing to the ea.st is Famington Road. in
the County of Sen Joaquir, & distance of abott 2 niles.

The "B" Street crossing is located at adout tho conter of the main
classification yard of applicant 'é.nd. érosses fourteen tracks, The evidence chows

that for at least the last five years the crossing kas been blocked for a largo

percentage of the time by modz line and switching movements. ~ When 6pen'.. however,

it ig very hazardous for vehicular travel, At this yé.rd. nearly all of the freight

trains are broken up and classificd. Interchanges with five othér railroads
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entoring Stockton increasc the amount of awit'ching_ at this 1oca.tion.~‘ Appi.'né:z}nt
now fiads it necessary to immediatel;lr enlarge its icing faciiitiés wh‘.lch’ﬁll
occupy the area zow used for the erossing of "33"' Street.(l) ‘ |

The ﬁr@a served by the créssing is located south of tho rallroad and
north of lormon Sl§ugh. which runs geaorally parallel to the milroad dnd a'boﬁt
1800 foot south of the railroad. A large portion‘qf this area is owred by appl?.—_
cant and is nov;' boing farmed. The remairder is largely fa.rﬁing land a.nd‘ oc‘cupied‘
by very few dwollings.. ‘..

Yo traffic counts of wchicles using the cfossing wero avallable; how=-
ever, the rocord indicates that cver 1L the crossing were not i:locked by ‘switching
povements, traffic bver the crossing would Ve qxccedingly ligat. - |

The proposed Ciay Strecet crossing is located 0.7,91‘ a,ymilc east of
the "B" Strect crossing in tbe vicinity of tho intersection of Cloy Street and
Sullivar Strcet, immediately north of tho tlra.cks. In so far as the present occu~
pants of the territory are concerned, the anew crossing Qould be of little use to |
then in going to Stoclkton as tho Wilson Way route is shortor and iavolves no
crossing at griae of the railroad. ‘ h

The neod for the erossing, as cxpressed by tho City and‘County Plaﬁn;ng
Engineer, is to take care of tiac poteatial iandustrial development between the rail-
~ rond and Mormon Slough. At the present time there is no plan for such a dovelop-
ment in the territory involved. |

A punber of people rosiding along Sullivan Streod appeared and.'p;-o-
tosted the opoming of Clay Strect oa the grounds that any traffic using the
crossing would incrcase the traffic volune on Sullivan Strect. They showed that
Sullivan Streot is narrow (aboﬁt 30 foct betweea curds), and any excess traffic

would develop additional unnocessary hazards.

(1) Duc to the wrgest nced for thoso new facilities, all partics to the procecdirg
stipulated that tho Commission's order should become offective immediately.
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The Divisgion of E‘d..ghways of tae State of Célifornia. is anthorized to
construct a new Sta.te highway comroecting Charter Way (Mariposa. Stroet’) with a new
'J.l'.'x.gamcnt of U.S. 99 cast of Stockton. This work is proposed to be sta.rted. and
complotod during the second half of 1947, This connecti:n.g State highway wiil ™
cross applicant's tracks at separated grades ot a point about 500 feet east of
the proposed Clay Street croasing.(Z) Although this 1s to be a lin:l.ted aceess
highwa&, 1t can reasonably serve the traffic which would likely ruse the ﬁrqpqsed.
grade croscing. ‘ _

A review of the ontire record in this proceecdirg loads ﬁs to the com—-
clﬁsion that the crossing éut "B" Streot is of 1ittle value for the movement - of
vehicular traffic over tae railroad. Its closing will eliminate an extremely
hazardous crossing and allow applicant to emlarge its icing facilitios at that
location, a nuch nceded facility for tzo icing of refrigerator cars" in the
handling of perishables., B

Tho proposcd grade crossing at the east throat of apblica.nt's ya.rd at
Clay Strect is in no way a substitute for the B! Street crossing and would
croate & hazard at the crossing and along Sullivan Strect. Its opéhing would
primrily v for future industrial dcvcloi:men . Wc co‘aclude’that the tilme\ for
the consideration of a.vcrossing at this location will be when &t is Imown that
the arca involved will actuslly be developed. |

It is Eercby Found as & Fact that pudlic corvenience and necessity - |

 require: (1) thef.closing of tho "B" Street crossing; and (2) tke denial of a new

grade crossing at Clay Stroot, and 4t will de so orderod.

QR2ER
A public hca.ri‘.g navi..g been hold and the matter being under submis—
sion, IT'IS HEREEY ORDERED

(2) A map, Exhidit Ne. 2, in this procceding shows the program of the Division
of Bighways in the vicinity involved.
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.I. That The Atchison, Topcka aud Santa Fe Railway Company and ‘the
City of Stoclkton are hereby authorized to close and physically barricade the |
grade crossing of "B" Streot (Crossing No. '2-i119.8) in the City of Stockton,
Son Joaquin County. |

II. That authority to construct a cressing af; grade at Clay Strect
ir. the County of San Joaguin is horeby dcnied.

The autbhorit reln graated sha,ll becone effective orn the date hereof |
Dated at . ( ' .California. this J <

day of June, 19u7'.

- Commigsiopersi -




