
Decision .No. 4040~ 

BEFORE TIfS PUBLIC UTmTIES COlmSSIO:1T OF THE STQj,'I'E OF CAL?,ORNIA 

l.;'\. ", , I~~ 
U Ii I! ~ /! r;rr.. ) 

In the Matter of the Application o£ ) 
J. wiott l:ox and ,Toe Fox for an , 
order ~~ting to them a ce~ii'ic8:~e ~ 
or public convenience ~d neceosityto) 
operate a public, utility ~tcr systc:n.. ) 

\,1 

... "", 

Application ~Jo. 2S138' 

OFI~~IOt! -------. 

, ~IJJJf!/tB£ 

J. Elliott Fox :md Joe Fox, doing business under ~e i'ic'citious' firm 

na:ne and stylc of R1deecrost Water Supplj"',. ask ,the Corm:ission for a c~rtificate of .. 

public convenience and necessity to operate ~ public utility water'syst~ ;nthe 

to~ of Ridgecrest, Kern CCU.~t7, C",li!'or':".ia. 

A public ho:).r~"l~ in this procccdine v,,:::,s :'leld before ~er Fac?.all at 

Ridgocrc st., 

The requested se:vice area cOr.1p~ises. 4.00 I?crcs, 320 acres thereof, b~1ng a. 
parcel of land lying between Ric:.eecrest 3o'llcv.:;.rd on the north and Upjohn Roa.d on 

. . . 

the south, bounded on the east by a lir.c p~ra1lol tO~""'ld a Ci\larter r.rl.le east of 

P..andsburg Highway .:md on the west by ~ line parallel to and a?pro:d:na.tc1y a quarter 

mile west of Sun~et Avenue. Tho remaindcr or the ser~ce·.:u-ea is appro:lO.m.."'.tely 

a CiUarter mile in width lyi!'l~ :'lor';h of Ridr;ec:oc:st E01.uevard, e::tendir.e to SUnset 

:,vcnue on tho wc:st and R.:lr.dsburg H::.g."wray on t:1e cast. 

Gcor.":c and BertL'll:!. Robertson !'lo:ncst~c.ded a large area of land in this area 
,. ,. 

includi."1g all of t!lc l'roposcd service a:'ca.. In 1914. t:iC Robcr...sons inst:al1ed 

~;oll No.1 to furnish water for farm t-l:'ld dniry op.~rations~' Joe Fox purchased the 

Robertson r:meh i1'1 1937 and th"rea!"tor subdivi'ded a portion for residential and 

COl:'JUorcit".1 ,ur,oso':::. The to':":::.,itc lat'.!r named Ridgecrest by the United. Sta.te" 

Post Office Department experienced a ~dden a."ld phenomer.algl-owth a,., a. result of the 
.' 

in:tallations of the United States Naval!Ordna:'lce Test Station,. in immediately . . 

adjacent t'erritory .. , During 1945 two additional wells were .d.riJied.. and the, 
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distrib\:.tion mains were greatly extended. 

i'la.ter is furnished from three v:ells numbered. 1,. 2, and 3,t· 400 :feet, 320 feet,. 

~d 335 feet deep, respectively. The rated capacities of the pwnps or.~the respecti~, 
~ 

wells are SOO, 700, and. 650 gallons per :ninute •. The distributio~ system cO:'lsists of 
~ 

30,000 tect or mains, rll."lgi."le fror.. two to siX inches in c!in.-r.eter., Dolivory is by 

gravity, from n 50,OOo-gallon tank, the nOo~ clevC'i.tion bein~ 42 feet above ground: 

surface. ' 

The servi~e a:ea has;;. vcr), pcr:eptible slope, resulting in a vmed static 

heaa from 30 feet to 75 feot, giving dead pressUres from 10 pounds to 30 po~~ds per 
... 

square i."lch. 'The testimony -s.'lows that the actual working pressures in the outlying 
, 

edges of' tho service arco. at the general elevation of' the tank, sito wd all of the . 

higher zone BrC too loW' to provide satis!"ac~oI7 scrvicc, especially in the upper' 

section 'J/here at times no water at. ill ic ava.ila~:'c. Mr.",Joe Fox ,admitted. the ,lack 

of' pressure and propel'" scrv:.ce in certain area.s, l'!lZ.in1y i."l .~hc higher elevations, 

which occurred a~ '~ho result or a loc~ real Mtatc -orol':'loter putting in a subdivis~ . . . , 

With :;mall-sized pipe a."ld no water supply other t:"an a cor..:nec'~ionprovidod by 

. Hr., Fox with his SjstO:ll.. Appl!.c.mt::: hltvo promised to rCr.ledy this situation and it 

is rcco~cndcd that a booster pl~~t 00 inst~led. to ~crvc the 'outlying ar~as and 

profornbly a separ~te zone be opcr~ted for the highland areas served through a . ' 

booster pl~~t or a pressuro tr_~c 5.1st~. At ,resent there are 257 consumers 3erlcd 

nnd a~out 100 acres of alfalfa, gra", ""'''lcl melons irrigated on the Fox RAnch from the 

·wells •. 

A report. submitted by n. ::::. S· ... therlcnd, one ~ o! the Coccission t I!I engineers, 

set out an estimate of ,tho historic~ cost of the fixed e~pitsl'investme~ of 

$51,491,-

The ~ecords of the utility's tr~saction3 heretofore keptby applicants 
, , 

are fra€'J!lcnt.:.ry, incomplete a.."ld :!re combined ''''"ith ra."l.ch and other private businoss 

trrulsactions. Hov:evcr the tcstimor.y pre:ocntod and the report of tho Commission's 
~ 

engineer indicate that the revenues charged a."ld collected for 1946 totalled $9,023, 

-2-



.' 
c~clusivo of "'Ooter c.oliverics to the roneh ~d serviee supplied to twenty-one rented 

c~ins Md two trD.iler p'lrks, all oVinoe! by !:!r. Joe Fox. Although no mcc.surc:mc:ltz 

were ::rnc.de or tho amount or wolter delivered for agricultur~ purposes, ba~ed upon the 

(!stimo.tes presented, it would ~ppc~ that tho ~ revenues rccei~ble for . . .. 
¢h<l%'ecs for "rater furnished t.o properties o.,med by applic~"1ts would be t2,OOO for 

the 'Yecr 1946. The operC'.ting expenses tor 1946 were estim..1.tcd b'Y.Ur. Suthor1c.nd ' 

to be $9,665, including dc!,rr~ciJ'\tion. Ch.!1.r~ing over-all operation:; tls indicated 

above would show a net r!Oturr, for 1946 of ~.6· per cent on tho above estimated . . . 
cnpit6l inveStment of $51,491. 

Applic~.nts rcoucst that the retas currcntl..~ chr..rg~d be authorized. No 

one obj ectcd to any of the rco:uc:sts or n.J:)plicants ~md as thf.!rci~ en ample water 

~pply ayD.ilable i."1 t~is area from u."1derground sources Mdthe rlltes propooed . 
beirig just tmd rcn.son.. ... blc· under ox:.sti."1~. circu.~stt.nccs, the certificate will be . .. 
grw.ted. APl-?lic~"1ts will be rc~ui:,'cd, ho .. :cver, to tckc it:lmodillte steps to ratledy' 

the poor oer..oieo conc.::.tion~ in cort~i.."l seetic:'l$ of 't.ho territory -::erved I'lS 

indic~ted ~Oove. 

The Commission h~s considered the rc~ucst for ~ certi£ie~tc of public 

convenience r.nd necessity, !lnd is of the o!=lir.ion thc.t it &lould be grcntcd~ SIlbjeet 

to the follo":ing provision ot J...~7/: . 
nTh~t tho Commiss~.on shcll h".vc no power to ~uthorize the 

c~pit~~tio~ of this certi!ic~tc of pUblic eonvc"'licncc ~d necessity 
or the right t.o own, oper:.to or enjoy such certific~to of pu,blie 
convenience :md. necessity,' i."l excess of' the :.'J:lOunt (exclusiveoi',c:ny 
ta."t or C'.nnu..~.l chf'..rgc) c.ctu..".ll;- l'cid to t.i.c S~tc .!I.S the considcr.::.tion 
tor· the is~"lcC of such certii'iC'.:l.t0 or public convc:Uence ood ncccssi tj" 
or right." 

ORDER ---- -

Applic~tion es ~bovo ontitled hnV=...n,?: 'beer.. filed .... "ith the Public 
." 

Utilities Co~~asion of the St~te of Califorr.in, a public he~i."1g hc.ving been held . . .. 
th~oon, the mntter hllving boon duly ~bcl.tt.ed,' a."ld tho Commission being Mly 

" 
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'!HZ PUBLIC UTtLI'.rIES C01:;rSSIO~! OF Tim ~ATE OF CAlIFORN!A hereby declares 

that public convenience and necessity require, and'~ requ1re~the operation of'a, 
. . 

public utility water system by J .. ruiott Fox and Joe Fox, operating under the . 
fietitious finn name a.."'ld style of Ridgecrest fiater Supply, to 'suppl:r water for . 
domestic, commercial, industrial MCo a~icultural pU~'ses in the 'Unincor,porated . ' 

cOr.'munity known as Ridgecrest and. i!'l the vicinity thereof, situate in Kern County~ . 
as more particulnrly delin~.ted upon the map of .said service area in Exhibit No.,l, 

filed in thi, proeeeding a.''ld hcre~y tlade D. part of this order. by reference., 

'IT IS H$ESY CRD:RED as follows: 

1. Thll.t a cortificn.tc or public convc!'licncc and necessity be. and it 
is hereby granted to J. Elliott Fox and Joe Fox to operate a 
public utility "'-ater system for the distribution and. sale of 
water wit..i.in .the territoX7 herci."'labove described. and under the 
conditionz set forth '-"crein. . .' .. 

2~ That J. Elliott Fox ~"'ld Joe Fox be 8."'ld they arc hereby authorized 
and Oirectod to file i."l quaGiruplicato,in CO!'li'ormity vdth this, 
Commission's Gcncrc..l. Order No. 96, '\\ithin thi...-ty (30) days from 
the elate of this Order, the i'ollowinr sch"du:l:¢s of rates, to be 
charged for al: watc:- service rcndo:'cd to their customers'· 
subseo.uerlt to t:,c date of this order, which schedules of rates 
are hereby .fou."'ld just. .'J,lld roasonAble .for t.ho service to"b¢ 
r~ndcred .. 

Schedule No.1 

8l'plicabili t:y: 

Applicable to dOJ:.estic, industrial, and general metered service. 

Torri tOry:. 

Ll the to'Wn of Ridgecrost, "Kern County, and vicinity. 

RAtes: 

~~o1'\t.hl;v Suantity R.-\.tes: 

First ".600 C\!bic foot; or less ...... ;. •..•••• ' •• ., •••• _ .' ••• 
Next 1;000 C1lbic foet; pcr 100 cubic foet .............. .. 
Next. 1;400 ct1bic feet; per 100 cubic teet: ............. . 
Ovor ·3~OOO cubie toot, por 100 cubic teet .................... e'-
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Schedule No.1 -Corltinuoo 

Rates (Continued): 

!Jonthl v Hin:i.r.lur.\ c:,a.rgcs: 
Por Hoter 
Per V.onth 

For' 51? x .314-inch meter ....................................... ••. · .. r 

For, 3/4-i.."lch meter .•.• .,. III ••••••••• , ..... '" ,. ..... ",til. • ..... • ,. 
For l-inch meter ................... :, ...................... , ........ . 
For li-i.'lch moter .................. ., .. .' ... .......... , ...... ;., ..... ' ~ 
For 2~ineh meter •••••••••.... •.•• .,' •• ~ ••• • ' ......... . 
For 3-in.ch meter ••••••••••• * .. ~ •••••••••• ,.- ~ •••• ,_. 
For 4-irlch. meter ••. '" ................... e'" ........ ,.·,e._ 

~'3~OO' 
5 ... 00 . 
'7;00· 
!6~OO . 
14.00' 
20'.00' 
30'.00 . 

'!he !!inimutn i.jonthly C'nergc "'Jill cntitle the consumer to the 
quantitY' of wa.ter which. that mir'..i.~Ul'!l monthly charge will purchase 
at the lI.onthly Quantity Rate. . 

Schedule No.. 2 I . 

FLAT RhTS SERv~CE 

A'oplicllbili t;V: 

A~plic~ble to all do~cstic flat rate water scr\~cc .. 

~']ithin terri'~ory in .mci ::l.djacent to the uni.-:co:-porated town of 
Ridgecrest 1 Kerl'l County. '. 

~~.tc~: . Par l~;":.th 

For each dwelling or hO\1.sc1 for V;::l.t~r u$ed inside the 
house or..ly ••••• ~ •••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••• fI •••••.• ,·.... $:3.00 

For irrigation or sprirV.li.'lg of .:lre~s devoted· to lawns1 
g~dcns1 shrubbc1.71 tr~es, ct.c. 1 per 100 squ. .. .re feot... .05 

Those rlltc: ~pply to pOX'l:13.nont J.."l.stwations only. 

In CMC of a tCr:'1Porary inst.ll.'l.c.tion1 the customer vr,i·ll be required 
to pay the cost of instcll:ltion of wo.tcr scrvice1 S'J.bjcct to refund 
as provided under rules and rol:ul~tions .. 

3. Thct J .• Elliott Fox ::md Joe Fox, within sixty (60) d:lYs!rom the 
date of this Order, sh~ll su~rnit to this Commission for its . 
.:lpprov.'lli'our sets of i:'clcs .:lnd regulati¢ns p;ovcrning:relations 
with their consumers, .:l~ch· set of ..... tichshall contain a suitable. 
map or sketch,-dra~"':l to ~ inCicatcd scale i.tpOn asheet.S, x 11 
i.'lches in sizc1 dclir:.oati."l.g thereupon in c!istinctive ::larkings 
the bound:J.%'ies of their present service area, Mld the location 
thereof "lith reference to the J.."'!:!IlOOie.to =urroonding territory; 
providcd, howcver, t~e.t S\:.ch r.u\? or sketch shall not thereby be 
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3. (Continuod) .. 
considerod by this Commission or any other public body as a final 
or conclusive dotermination or ostablisnmcnt of the dedicated aroa 
of sorVice, or ~. portion thercof. . 

4. That J. Elliott Fox ~d Joe Fox, wi thi."l sixty (60) d.ays from. th(;: 
da.te of thi!l Orci.er,'.shill rile with this Commission four copies'o! 
a cOl':lprchcnsivc :!lap,' drav.n to M i.""ldic.lted seale of' not loss .than 
600 feet to tho inc."l, 'upon which shall bc delineated by' appropriate 
:n1lrkings the territory presently servod. This lll.;'\p should 'be 
rC.'l.sonc.bly o.CC\.ll'Cltc, sho,,; the source anct tbte thereof a..."ld· include 
~ficicnt dat::. to-.. detcm:l..""lc clearly :mddcfi."litoly the ,location 
of the proporty comprisinp: the 0ntirc utility .area of service; 
provided, however, th::.t.~~ch ~~p Sh~ not thereby be considered 
by'this Commission or any other public. bOdy as .final or conelusi ve 
determina.tion or est.a.blish.'llcnt of the dedicated area of :;ervice, 
or :m.y portion thereof. 

'!he effectiVe d.c.tc of this Ordor shall be twenty (20) day~ from and a!ter 

the date hereof. 

Dated at L) ~:i fornia~ 


