LV Pa.é A-;Z.‘-

Decision No._ 40401 . . .
' BEFORE THT PUBLIC UTILITIES COISSION OF THE W OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

J. Elliott Fox and Joe Fox for an
order granting to them a cervificate
of public convenience and necessity to
operate a public utility water systex. )

ol

~J. Elliott Fox and Joe Fox, doing business under he fictitious firm
name and style of Ridgecrost Water Supply, ask the Cormission for a certificate of ,

publie convcniencc and necessity to operate a public utiliﬁy ‘water ‘gystem :I;n'the
town ol Ridgeerest, Kern Ceunty, Calif’omﬁ.a.

A public hoaring in this procccdin,g‘wr-:s held before “..oaminer YacKall at
Ri&gecrest.. \ |

The reéluestcd service area comprises 400 acres, 320 -a.creé. theredi‘- béing ‘la
parcel of land lying b;:twe_en R.iclgecrest 3§'£;cvard on the north and Upjohn Rbad;on
the south, boﬁnded on the east by & line parellel Lo 2and a qua.rtef mile eést of
Randsburg Highway and on the west by o live paralle‘l to and ‘apprpnd_'riatclsf a qué.rter
milé west of $unset Avenue. The remainder of the service “area is a.pprcl:»;'admtely
& quarter mile in width lying nor':ﬁ of Eﬁ.dgecfcst Bétﬂ.evaz;d, e::tenciing to Sunset 3
Avenue on tho west and Randsburg Highway on the cast.

Georege and Zertha Robcr‘tlson nomesteaded a large arca of ia.nd in t.hi‘s area
including all of the proposed service area. In 1914 the Robertsons :i.nst'aliedi
Tell No. 1 to furnish water for farm and datry operatioﬁs_;f Joe \Fo.x‘purchased the
Robertson ranch in 1937 and thaarcafter subdivicded a portion for residential and

commereial pﬁrpose’s.‘ The tovmsite later named Ridgecrest by the Up:;.te#_l States

Post Office bepartment experienced a sudden and phenoniqnal growth as a result of the
installations of the United States Naval Ordnance Test Station, in imneciiaf.ely |

adjacent territory.. During 1945 two additional wells were ‘drilled. and the
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distribution mains were greatly ext e-xded.

N - . . - -

Water is furnished from three vells nusbered 1, 2,and 3, 40O feet, 320 feet, |
and 335 feet deep, respectively. The rated capacitics of the pumps on.the resppct:.ve;‘
wclls are 800, 700, a.nd 650 gallonc per minute.. The distribution system consists of
30,000 feet of mains, ranging fron two %o six inches in d;a.eter., Dolive:y is by
gravity from a 50,000~gallon tank, the i‘loo" clevstion being A2 feet. above ground
surface. .

The service area has & very pcr:epiible slope, resulting :in a veried stétic.
head from 30 feet to 75 feet, giv:z.ng dead pressures from 10 pounds to 30 pounds per

square inch. The testimony -shows that the actual working pressures‘ in the outlying
cdges of the service area ab the general clevation 61‘ the tank site and a.ll of the .
higher zone are too low to provide satisfactory scrvice, esﬁecially in the uppér~_
section vhere at times no water at all is ava:.lab..e. M. Joe Fox admitted the ‘lack
of pressure a.nd proper scrvice in ccrtain arcas, m,,lnly in u"xe h:.gher clevations,.
which occurrcd as tho reswlt of a local real cstatc vromoter putting. in a su‘odiw.sim_ -
with smallfsizcd pipe and no water supply other than a cormection worov:.ded by
Mr, Fox with his systom, Applicants have prozgz::.sea to remedy this situation and it
is rccommended that a booster plant be insialled to serve the outlying areas and
ereferably o scparate zone be operated :g‘or <“he highland arca;s égi-v«;d ﬁh;ough.a
booster plant or a pressure tank sysiem. AL present there are .257‘ consumers sc:*}cd
and, about 100 acres of alfalfa, grain and mcloﬁs ‘irrigéztcd on fhe Fox. Ranen from the
wells, . '.

A rcport submitted by R. 2. Sutherland, onc’ of the Commissiorn's engincers,
sct out an cstimate of the hiétorical cost of the fixed cdpital'invesbneqt'of
851,491,

The ?ecords of the utility's transactions hérctofo:c kcptby'applicahps
are fragmentary, incomplete and are combined with ranch and other private business
transactions. However the testimorny presented and the report of the Commission's )

enginecr"indicate that the revenues charged and c:ollecued for .l9h6 totalled 39,023‘,

-
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exclusive of water deiivcries to the ranch and service_ supplicd. to twenty-one rented
cal?ins.and two trailer parks, all ovned by Mr. Joc Fox. Although no measurements
were ande of the amount of water delivered for agricultural purpeses, based upon the
cstimates presented, it would appear that the m.nimum revenues receiv:'.bie for |
charges for water furnished to properties owned by applicents wouid bc 52;.00'0 for
the yec.r.l%é. The operating expenses foxr 1946 were estimated by";lfr.‘ Suthorlé.nd '

to ‘oc $9,665, including deprncintion. Chorging over-all operations as indicated
above would show a net return for 1646 of 2.6 per cent on the a.bovc ‘estimated
copital investment of $51,491. | | | .

Applicents rcoucst that the rates currently cha-rged be suthorized. No
onc objected to any of the recucsts of cpplicants and as there 'is an ample water
supply available in this arca from underground sources and the rates proposed
being Just and reasonsdble-under oxisting circumstances, the certificate w:.ll be
granted. Applicants will bde reouired, however, +0 take imncdiate’ steps to »}emedy
the poor service conditions in cortain sceticns of the territory eeﬁcd os
indicated above.

The Commission has considercd 4he recusst for o cortificate of public
convenicnee and necessity, and is of thc opinion that it should bo grémted;, subject
to the following provision of luw: | |

"That the Commission shall }.mvc no power to authorize the
capitalization of this certificate of pudblic convenience and necessity
or the right Lo own, operste or onjoy such certificate of public
convenicnee and necessity, in excess of the smount {exclusive. of any
tax or cnmual charge) actunlly naid to the Statc as the consideration

for the issuancce of such certificate of mubllic convenience and necessity
or right." o : .

Application es above ontitled having been filcd with the Public |
Utilities Commission of the State of Califorria, 2 public hearing haﬁng boen held

thereon, the matter 'hairing beon duly submitted, and the Cormission being fully

advinod in the promises,




THT PUBLIC UTTLITIES COMIISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTA hereby declares

that public convenience and necessity require, and will require, the operation of a,
public utility water syster by J. Ell:.ott Fox and J oe Fox, opere_.tn.ng under the |
fict:.tious firm name and style of R.xdc-ecrest Vater Supply, to supply water for
domestic, commercial, :Lndu.,trn.a.l and asriculiuvral purposes in the unincorporated
cormunity known as Ridvecrest and in the vn.c:.n:.ty thereof, sa.tuate in Kern County,
as more particularly delmeated upon the map of said service area in Ebch:x.bit No.1,
filed in this proceeding and hereby made a part of this order,by reference.

’IT IS HEREBY CRDIRED as follows: |

1. That a certificate of public convenicnce and necessity be and it
is hereby granted to J. Elliott Fox and Joe Fox to operate a
public utility water system for the distribution and sale of
water within the territory hereinabove descrn.bed and under the
conditions set forth €hcrein.

That J. Elliott Fox and Joe Fox be and they are hcrcby authorized
and directed to file in gquadruplicate, in cmformty with this
Commission's General Order No. 94, within thirty (30) days from
the dete of this Order, the following schedulesof rates. to be
charged for all water scrvice readered to their customers.
subsequent t0 thc date of this order, vwhich schedules of rates
are hereby found just and rcasonable for he service toTbe
rendered.. I

Sehedule No. 1

G*WA.L A ..LA.:“’FD Sm‘r C“

lpplicabilitys:

-

Applicablc to domestic, dndustrial, and general metered service,
Territory:. B |
Is the town of Ridgeerest, Kern County, and vicinity.

: - Per lMeter
Yonthly Quantitsr Rates: Por Month

First <600 cubic feot) OF 1eSSecessivsrsesocserrenenss  $3400
Next 13000 cubdc feet; por 100 cuble foct.scesoesceens .30
Next 1 1400 cubie fcct, por 100 cubdc fectivercssoncees o225
Over 3,000 cubie feot, per 100 cubic fectesnararenroner «20




w et e

Sehodule No. 1 L--Cc;r‘itiriubei |

'GENERAL .""T 4] SIZRV'ICE

Rates (Continued):

: Per Meter
Lionthlv Minimum Charzes: ) Por lonth

For 5/8 x 3/L-inch mct.cr..............................-, L300
For, 3/L=inch MCLeT escesercnrnctcncccnsorrressosns 7 5,00
For : l-inch metoreceeeracrcecocreeccscccssscraree ™ T00

For 13-inch meteTeeecereeranncnsraacenannsnnmnsne™ 10000 -
For 2-inch MetCrescesccrccrrcvrcrcrtvarrecesares 14,00
FOI‘ . B'J.IICh mctcl‘-...-.-....-.-....--............ 20'.00
For A-inCh motc‘r.....--.......-...-............. - 30.00

The Minimum Monthly Charge will cntitle the consumer to the

quantity of water which that minimum monthly c"xargc will purchase .
at the Monthly Quant:.ty Rate.

Schedule .N .2

FLAT RAT= SERVICE

Agpli cability:

Applicable to all domestic flat rate water service.

Territory:

- MWithin territory in and acjacent to the wnincorporated town of
Ridgeercst, Kern County. - L

Rotes: ‘ ‘ _ Per lMonth -

For cach dwelling or house, for mator used inside the
housc O“Alv..II'p...t.I..lll'..t.'--."l."‘.....'.’II.D 3lw

For irrigation or sprinkling of arcsis devoted to lawns,
gardens, shrubbery, trees, cte., per 100 squere feot... = .05

These rates apply to permancat installations only.

In case of 2 temporary installation, the customer will be required -
to pay the cost of installation of water service, subject to refund
as provided wnder rules and regulations. ‘

3. Thet J. Elliott Fox and Joc Fox, within sisxty (60) d,:ors from the
date of this Crder, shall submi® to tais Commission for its
approval four scts of rules and regulations governing’relations
vith their consumers, cach set of which shall contain a suitable
map or sketeh, dravm $0 an indicated scale upon a sheet 8% x 11
inches in size, delincating thereupon in distinctive markings
the boundaries of thcir present service arca, and the location
thereof with reference to the irmediete zwrrounding territorys;
prov:.dcd however, thet such map or sketeh shall not thcreoy be

-
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3. (Continued)

considerod by this Commission or any other public body as a final
or conclusive determination or cstablishment of the dedicated arca
of service, or any portion thercof. o ,

That J. Ellictt Fox and Joe Fox, within sixty (60) days from the
date of this Order,” shall file with this Commission four coples-of
a comprehensive map,‘drawn to an indicated seale of not less than
600 feet to the inch, upon which shall be delineated: by abprOpriate
markings the tcrr:.torv prescntly served. This map shouwld be =
reasoncbly accurate, show the source and date thereof and include

sufficiont date to. dcte*m:mc clearly and definitely the location
of the property comprising the entire utility arca of service;
provided, however, that such map shall net theredy be consldered
by this Commission or any othc* public body as final or conclusive
determination or establishment of the dedlcated arca of semce, ‘
or any portn.ou thereof.

The effcetive date of this Order shall be tweaty (20) days from and after

" the date hereof.

Dated at Wfomia, this

COI"ESSIONFRS




