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De:cis1on '£ro. 404.08 

p·EFO?E THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~~':ISSION OF THE ST:.TE OF Cl.!.IFORHIt. 

In the Matter of the J.pp11c.?t1on of ) f/J)!1JJ nl!l~' 
VALLEJO EXPRESS COMl'J..r.1'Y, a corpora- ) JfJJ Ui .. , r/ft,H~1.41L 
tion, MJ~IN-SON'OI.rt, P;'.ST FREIGHT, a ) . Ui!.J.ilJ , 
corpo:-~tion', end SONOM:~ EJO'RESS ) 
COW~~~~, a corporction, to trcnst~r ) 
their highway common cerrier and ) f..pp11cDt1on ~10. 28470 
express op~retive rights, equipment ) 
~nd other ~ssets to, X.~RCHl~NTS EXP;lESS) 
CORPORl,TION, s corpor;)t10n, andot ) 
I~ffiRCF.JJ\!TS :EXPRESS CORPOR;TION, a ) 
corpor2tion, to acqui:-~ the scmc. ) 

This 1s an cpplicztion for an order authorizing the trens-

f~r of the operetive rig~ts, equip::'lent and ell. oth'~r essetsof 

,cpp11cants Vallejo Express Company, !.~rin-Sonom.a Fest Freight and 

Sonoma Express CompcZJy to Me:-clu>nts Express Corporfl'tion, ano the 

un1ficst10n of the busi~ess and operatio:l.s ,of all, of said applicants 

into a Single highwey conoon ccrrier system to be conducted by 
(1) 

r.:erchants Express CorporCltior:.. 
r 

Merchents is a h1ghwzy commO!l carrier opcret1ng generally 

b.?tween San Francisco, South San F:-ancisco, Oakl~nd and other points 

in ~l~meda and CO:l.trQ Costs Counties, end certa1n pOints in Marin 

County, and 'b0tween San FranCisco ~,nd Oakland and Sen Jose, under 

certif1cates of public convenience snd necessity gr~nted to or 

acqu1red by that carrier by vtrious eecisions heretofore rendered by ,'" . 

(1) T~is is. ,the. scconde,r,d ~.f.inel, st~p iri"·~ program to merge the 
respective operctions. By Decision ,No. 40367" dated Juno 10, 
1947, in t.pplic~tion ~To. 28467, the Commission 8uthor1zed 
Merchants Express Corporr,t1on herecft'er called· "l:ol'chants, tt to 
purchDsc for $18'1145.68 and hold all ofthc outstandi!'lgsbares 
of common stock 01" Vallejo Express Company,. rl~r1n~Sonome Fes,'t 
Freight and Sonoma Express Cv::.r&r.y, hereafter t€:rmcd. rcsp,ect1v cly 
"VellCjo,"","U.:.r1nn and ftSonotla .• " Reference is made to t.pp11ca~. 
tion No. 2c467, wh1ch contains balsnce sheet st::tcmentsof the. ' 
fou.r applicants, adjusted to :-.pril 30,. 1947. 
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(2) 
the Commi::;sion. 

Vallejo is likewise a highway common, carrier operating 

generally between San Francisco and Oskland, Vr-llcj 0 ~!1C c~ lj,stogD, . 

under certif1c:3tes of public convenience. and necessity acquired by 

that carrier. by Decision No. 37321, dated ·Septembe'r 13, 1944, in 

Applic2tion No. 26267. 

1.!arln, also a highway co~on c~rrier; operates generally 

between San Francisco and points in Marin, Sonoma ~=.c: Napa' Counties, 

under certificates of public convenience' and necessity grsnted to or 

acquired by it pursuant to Decisio~ No. 36445, dated June. 22, 1943, 

in ;"pplicztion No. 25631, and Decision No. 378·87, issued !Jay 15, 1945, 

in P.pp1ication No. 26263. 

Sonoma is engaged in the business of tranzportlng property 

as an ttexpress corporation" bet"i'leen San Francisco and points in :Marin, 

Sonoma and Napa .. Counties 'unde:- an "express operative' right" acquired 

by authority of Decision No. 38390, dated November 13, 1945, in 

Applic~tion No~ 27067. 

Applicants"state'thzt the proposed transferor operative 

rights and property. and the complete merger of their business and 

oper~tions, 1s required .in the public interest because of the result-

ing saving in time, expenze and inconvenience to the shipping public 

(2) 
DeCision !;os. ]~ Arpl1cat ion Nos. 

27367 Se!'t. 17, 193~ 196,03 
29196 Oct. 19, 1936 19838, 
30704 March 14, 1938 21811 
33549 Oct. 1, 1940 22993.. 
36003 Dec. 8, 1942 25001 
40105 ~I:arch 25, 1947 28154; 28176 

" 

{ 
ft, :, 
" ..... , 
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and to executive, operatir.g anc clerical. personnel. Thos~ benefits 

would arise, it is said, from the ellm1r~t1on of separate shipping 

documents and accounts and of duplication of work made r:.ecessary by 
.' 

having four services. J.. more efficient service to the public would 

result, it is stated, from the operet1on of a single fleet of·equip-

ment instead of several ·fleets '",hose units must be interchznged' 

between c.ifferent operations ~ccord1ng to traffic deCGnds,. There 

would, moreo\·er, be a sir..gle set of account: and one set of reports 

to the Commission ~nd other bO$rds. The adjustment of claims and 

the prep~r~tion and filing of t~riffs would also be simplified. 

Southern Pacific Company and its subSidiary, Pacific Mdtor 

Trucking Coopany, have adVised that they a!'e not opposed to the 

granting of the appl1c~tion. No one else has indicated opposition 
to the plan. 

ruerchants appears to have both the experience &nc financial 

ability to conduct the proposed ~perat1ons. We accordingly find 

that the tr~nsfer of ope::-at1ve rights and prop~rtieSrequested herei:). 

will be consistent 'N1 th the public interest, and it 't';111, therefore, 

be authorized. A public heQring is not necessery. 

Applicants h~ve represented that if the reques~~d authority is 
granted they desire to co~umcate the trans~er on July 1, 1947, and 

ask that the effective date of the order be shortened to permit 

necessary corporate meetir.gs anc. execution of es£ential documents 

prior to the actual transfer date •. The request 8ppe~rs ·re~sonsble 
and will be granted. 

An application ther(for h~vi~ been filed and conSidered, and 
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it h~ving been found t·hat the 'proposed transfer is in the' public 

interest, and the CO!:ll!li'ss1on now being fully advised, 

I 

IT IS ORDERED!: 

., . 

(1) T~t Vallej'o 'EXpress COM;,any, :':8rin-Sonoma Fast 
Freight and SO!lo!:la Express c6riiperiy be and they arc hereby authorized, 

. , .. 

after the effective dcte of thi~ order and on. or before September 1, 

1947, to transfer to Merc!l2.nts Exrress Corporation and Merc!lants 
Express Corporation is hereby authorized to acquire and use, the 
certificates of public convenience and necessity and oper~tivc rights 

hereinafter described, together with the equipment and all other 

assets of said V<Jllejo Express Compeny, .l:Drin-conoma ~~st FJ;eight and 

Sonoma Express Compar~_ The certificates herein authorized to be 
transferred are those grented to or acquired by the transferors herein 
pursuant to the following decisions of the Commission: 

a. Y811(' 10 Exrress Cor.l';?tlTlY:" 

Decision No. 37321, in .t.pp11~ation No. 26267. 
b. r~!'1n-Sonoma F~st Fr~lght: 

Decision No. 36445, in Lpplic~tion No. 25631. 
DGcision N~. 37887, in l.pplice.tion No._ 26263. 

c. §o::'Otl:. Express Comp2.n:l: 

Decision No.· 38390, in :'pp11cation No. 27067 • 

. 
(2) Th.:t in the event this authorization to transfer is 

exercised, Merchants Express Corporation shall adVise the Cotmliss1on 

thereof in v.rr1t'ing v1ithinlO days after the actual date of such transfer, 

andv~th1n 30 days after the consummation of said transfer. shall file 
with the Commission a copy of a~v agreement or other instrument o~ 
transfer executed under the authority her.ein granted, and a copy of 
the book entries made to record the transaction. 
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(3) Ap~lic2nts' shall compir with the provisions' 6t Genera1 

Order No. 79 end :Part IV ot General Order No. 93-11., by 'tiling, 'in 
triplicate, and concurrently making eff~ctive appropriate tariffs and 

time-tables within 60 days from the effective date hereof and on not 

less than 1 day's notice to the Comoission and to the public. 

<4;-) The authority herein granted is not to be constriledto 
be a finding of value of the properties herein suthor1zed to be trans-
ferred. 

The effective date of this order shall be thef1fth day 

after the ~te here~ • 

Dated at~l"<) 
'~ 

, Cl'lifornia, this '/7 day 
of June, 1947. 

~. J·.rg,'~dJ"",\ 
~, 7,;,':", 
~

" , -
. . ., . " ., 
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