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Deeision Yo. 40408

PEFORE THE PURLIC UTILITIES COMMNISSION OF THE STATE OF C.LLIFORNIA

gy

Lpplicotion No. 28470

In the Matter of the Lpplicetion of
VALLEJO EXPRESS COMPANY, 2 corpora-
tion, MARIN~-SONOM: FiST FREIGET, o
corporetion, and SONOME EXPRESS
COMPANY, a corporation, to transfer
their highway common ¢cerrier and
express operstive rights, equipment
and other sssets to MERCHLNTS EXPRESS
CORPQR/TION, & corporation, and of
MERCE/NIS EXPRESS CORPORSTICN, 2
¢corporstion, to acquire the same.

OQRINIOX

This is an applicstion for am order suthorizing the trense
fer of the operetivevrights; equipment‘and 2ll other z2ssets of
zppliconts Vallejo Expfess'Company, lzrin-Sonoma Fast.Freight and
Sonoms Express Compeny to Merchonts Express'éorporation, ané the
unifiicetion of the business and operations,of ailef‘said applicénts
into 2 single highwey common carrier system to be conducted by
Nerchants ExﬁressCorﬁoration,(l) | -

Verchents fs a highwzy common carrier opereting generally
between San Francisco; South San Frencisco, Oaklend and othér_points'
in hlsmeds 2nd Contrs Coste Counties, and ceriain points In Marin
County, and between Szan Francisco and Oaklahd and San‘Jbsé, under
certificates of public convenience znd neééssity granted to or .

acquired by that carrier by verious cecisions heretoforé‘rendered by

(1) This Is the seccond ard.final-step in s vrogrem to merge the
respective operstions. By Decision No. 40367, deted Junmc 10,
1947, in Lpplicztion No. 28467, the Commission suthorized-
Nerchents Express Corporztion herezfter called "lerchants," to
purchase for $185,145.68 and hold 211 of the ocutstanding shares
of common stock of Vellejo Express Compzny, Marin-Sonomz Fass
rreight and Sonoma Express Compony, hereafter termed respectively
"ValleJo," "Merin" and "Sonoma." Referente is mode to Lpplice~
tion No. 28467, which contains balance sheet stetoments of the .

. four applicents, 2djusted to Lpril 30, 1947. : Lo
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the Commissionfz)

Vallejo is likewise 2 highway-commonvcafrier operating
genereslly between San Francisco and Oa?land, Vellejo oné o;Vjoto
under certificates of public convenience and necessxty acquired by
that carrier by Decision No. 37321, dated’ eptember 13, 1944, in
Applicetion No. 26267.

Marin, also a highway common cerrier, operates generally
between San Francisco and peints in Marin, Sonoma zzd Nape Counties,
under certificates of pudblic convenience ané necessity grented to or
acéuired by it puréuant to Decision No. 6445, dated June 22, 1943,
in Applicetion No. 25631, and Decision No. 37887, issved Moy 15, 1945,
in Application Vo. 26263.

Sonoma is engaged in the business of transpor ting property
as an "express corporation" between San Fraﬁcisco and po*nts in Merin,
Sonoma and Napa Count*es under an "oypress operative right" acquired
by authority of Decision No. 38390, deted November 13, 1945, in
applicetion No. 27067.

Applicants state thet the proposed transfereof operative
rights and prorerty. and the complete merger of their business and
operations, is required in the public interest because of the result-

ing saving in time, expense and inconvenience to the shippins public
(2)

Decision Nos. Dates - Application Nos.

27367 Sert. 17, 1934 19603
29196 Oct. 19, 1936 19838, -
30704 March 14, 1938 - 21811
33549 Oct. 1, 1940 22993 .
36003 Dec. &, 1942 . 25001

40105 . March 25, 1947. = 28154 28176
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and to éxecutive,.operating and clerical.personnel.\ Those benefits
would erise, 1t is said, from tke elimidatioﬁ'df separaté shipping
documents and accounts and of duplication of work mode recessary by
having four services. & nore efficient service to the public'would
result, it {s stated, from the operztion of & single fleet‘of;eduip-.
nent insteed of seversl .fleets whose urnits must be interchsnged |
between cifferent operations sccording to traffic demsnds. There
would, moreover, be 2 single set of account: and one set of reports‘

to the Commission z2né other bozrds. The adjustment of claims and

the prepzrstion and filing of tariffs would also be simplified.

Southern Pzcific Compzny and its‘subsidiary,‘Pecific‘Mdtbr
Trucking Company, hsove advised that they are not oprosed to the |
granting of the applicefion. Yo one else has indicated opposition
to the plen. |

Nerchants appears to have both the experience and.finanéiai .
ability to conduct the proposed operstions. We accordingly find
that the trensfer of operstive rights and propérties'requésted herein
will be consistent with the public intefest, and it will, therefore,

be authorized. A public hesring is not necessery.

Applicants heve represented that if the reguested authority is
granted they desire to consummate the transfer on 3uly 1, 1947, and
ask that the effective date of the order be shortened to‘permit‘
necessary corporate meetings ané execution of esséntialvdocﬁménts
prior to the sctual transfer date.  The request appeers%reasonaﬁle

and will be granted.

An zpplication thercfor having been filed snd éonsidered; and

-

\

*n




 Gri&M z.'p... 28470

it hgving been found thet the proposed transfer is in the public
intercst, and the Commission now being fully advised,

IT 18 ORD:»:RED‘:-,

(1) Tact Vellejo Expre°s Company , Varin-S onoma Fast
Freight and Sonomz Express Cotipehy be and they are hereby authorized,
after the effoctive dote of this order and on.or'before‘Septomber 1,
1947,'to transfer to Merchants Exrress Corporstion and Mefchants
Express Corporation is nereby asuthorized to acquire and use, the
certificates of public convenience ano necessity and operativo‘rights
hereinafter described, together with the equipment and all other
assets of said Vollejo Express Compeny,lkerin-Sonoma Fest Freight and
Sonome Express Compsny. The certificstes herein esuthorized to be

trensferred are those grented to or acquired by the trensferors herein

pursuant to the following decisions of the Commission:

a. Vallelo Exrress Company:
Decision No. 37321, in hpplication No. 26267.

b. Yerin-Sonoma Fost Freigh s
Decision No. 36445, in Lpplicction No. 25631. -
Decisioh No. 37887, in I.pplicetion No. 2626»3‘..

Sonoms Fxpress Company: -
Decision No..38390, in Application No. 27067.

N

(2) Thzt in‘tbe event this authorization to transfer is
exercised, Merchants Express Corporstion shall advise the Commission
thereof in writing-u.hﬁrlo days after the actual date of such transfer,
andwithin 30 days after the consummation of said transfer shall file
with the Commission a copy of any agreement or other inétrument of
transfer executed under the authority herein granted, 2nd a copy of

the book entries made to record the transaction.
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(3 Apﬁlicents‘shail compiy with the provisioﬁézdr Genersl.

Order Nos 79 2nd Part IV of General Order No. 93-, by £1ling, in
triplicate, and éoncurrently making effecti&e eppropriate tariffs and
time tebles within 60 days from the effective dzte hereof and on not
less than 1 day's notice to the Commission and to the‘bﬁblic. '

(4) The authority herein granted is not to be construed to
be 2 finding of value of the properties herein cuthorized to be trans-

ferred.

-

The effective date of this order shell be the fifth day
after the date hereof.

Dated at@ﬁm“_, Celifornia, this_/ 7 day

of June, 1947.

COM'B'ISSI ON"'RS




