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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TuE STATE OF cmpoam

™
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Application of RUSKI“ T GmRDNER

doing business as Sunkist Water Company,

for & Certificate of Public Convenience Application No. 27450
and Necessity to operate a public '
utlllty.

R T

Gordon znd hnapp, by Wyman C. Knapp, for Applicant.

Dailey S. Stafford, for City of Covina, Protestant.

P. J. Tscharner, for Azusa Irrigeting Company.

Sldred E. Wolford, for San Gabriel Valley Water Company,
Protestant. .

C. F. Culver, for Baldwin Park Water Distr:ct.

-Ruskin T;'Gardner, doing business as Suhkist Water Company, is engaged in.
distribuping‘and selling water in a 160-acre subdivision located within the
corporate limits of the City of west Covina, Los Angeles Cpunﬁy;jand.asks the
Cpmmissipn for & certz icate of public convenience and necess;ty to serve adjomning
territory consisting of approximately 1,350 acres of part:ally’aubdividedvand
potential supdffisipn properties.

Appiicant alleges that the lands ir the proposed servicé area have all
heen devoted to agricultural use, bt are now rapidly being subdxvided and he- hag
ueen asked to extend his mains znd supply water for domeatlc purposes in the

resmdentlal sect:ons.

A public hearlng in this proceed;ng was he d in Los Angeles before

Examiner Stava.

, Applicant. asked to amend the applmcatzon at the outset or the hearing to
exclude certain lands from his proposed new serv1ce area, mostly lands 1y1ng w;thin
the service ares of Baldwmn Park Water Dzstrict, a public corporat;on, leavzng about
1,100 acres. Applicant further requested amendment to pray for authority to exercise

the privmleges granted him through franchzse by the City of Vest Cov1na, in addition
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to the franchise of the County of Los Angeles, in so kar as said franchises embraced
the service area as amended.

This Commission in its Decision No. 35082, issued March 31, 1942, granted
applicant's predecessor in interest a'certificaie of public conveniencé and
necessity to operate a public utility domestic water system‘within a subdivided
territory containiné 160 acres, more or less, located within the cofporaﬁe limits
of the City of West Covina. Water is obtained from two wells by electrically-driven
deep-well pumps and discharged directly into the distribution sy§tem,_controlled by
two pressure tanks having a combined‘capacity of 7,000 gailons. There are 25,350
feet of water mains ranging from two to six inches, an& 190 gustomers,‘all.metered.

The present rates were established in the certificate'proceeding and
reuffirmed in Decision No. 36205, dated March 9, 1543. They provide for a minimum
sonthly charge of ©1.25 with an allowance of 1,000 cubic feet of water. . Excess use
is reduced through two blocks to € cents per 100 cusic feet for all use over 5,000
cuvic feet. The fixed capital installed as of December 31, 19L6,Fis reported as
) £21,955 and the operating revenues for the year totalled 34,172;

Mrf-Gardner testified that he acquired the systém in March, 1943, with
108 customers then being served. As of December 31, 1946, the number had iﬁcreased
10 192. By reason of the general increase in new industries in Southern Célifornia
and the resultant populétion growth of the suburban areas ir. G&rdner believes that
the territory he now serves and surrounding areas will continue'to demand exten#ion
of water service at the same as or even g greater rate than in the past..

The lands for whick a certificate is requested are at present, or until
very receﬁtly heve been, devoted to agricultural purposes, planted mainly to truck
gardens and walnut groves. However, the;demand for suburban homes in ihis territéry
already has caused the subdivisiop of some of these lands and the devélopment of
projects calling for the subdivision of other properties,. A mutual;ﬁater company has
supplied water for irrigation purposes only, but all domestic‘water has Been supplied

from individual wells. Apclicant has been requested to extend distribution.mains and

furrish water for domestic purposes into all sections of thé‘territory asked‘to;be
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ceftificateé; These recuests were substantiated oy mony land owners who appeared
as witnesses and testified that they have asked applicont for extersion of service
to treir homes, or for subdivisions or proposed real esdate developments.

Wr. Cardner hes taern granted franchises <o construct, maintain end operate
a water system ir, under, along and across all publiz stweezs and hlgbwavs Withln
the area for which 2 ccrtificate is requested by the City Jovacil of the City of
West Covina in its Ordirance No. 126, dated October 3, i?hé, and by thé Board of‘ |
Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles, through its Ordinance No. 4730 (New Series)
dated July 30, 1946.

A.plicant has been asked by some fifteen consumers,subplied through a 2"
pipeline owned by the municipal water system of the Citf of Covina, to extend water
service into this area, comprising approximstely 15C acre&, bounded.by Garvey Avenue,
Sunset Avenue, Walnut‘Creék Wash and Glendora Avenue, said parcei Sf land‘lying
vholly within the city limits of West Covina. The record shows that although
certain of these consumers now supplied by the City of Covina have complained to
said city for a long time of poor and inadeguate serviée, yet, no necessary improve-
zments have ever been macde., However, representatives of the City of Cov1na protested
the granting of a certificate of public convenience and necessxty to appllcant to
serve the above described territery, upen the ground that the City Coﬁncii‘of Coviaxn
recently has set aside the sum of $61,000 for impreving and‘extendingf;he'municipel
~a%er system, and has directed the installation of 4" and 2" distribution mains inkh
“his area where the above complaining consumers reside, to improve present service
~onditions. Under these circumstances the request of applicunt for a certificate te
serve this particular territory will be denied, |

¥r. R. ﬁ. Nicholson, president of San Gabriel Valley‘Water-Company,
protésted the granting of a certificate to cértain.lots,,Numbers'993 100, 101, 102
and 106, consisting of 100 acrec, more or less. This protest was made upon the
ground that the adove lots are locuted within his compary's sérvice area. The record
shows that the above lots were 5o inclﬁded several "ears‘apo by & blanket ceftificéte
Levetolore issued the San Gabriel Valley Water Company, which embraced an excessrvdg’

large area of aoproxinntely 35,000 acres. At the time this service ares was
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established there were included in certain sections thereof several water systems,
mutual and cooperative orgenizations and also inderendent waterworks and ﬁate;
systems owned &and operated by public ¢orporatiqns. ?he wbove certific&ﬁeng;anted
Sar Gaoriel Valley Water Company for these and other reasens necesssrily has been
modified from time to time by this Co&mission;'.San-Gabriel Valliey Wateerompan&
does not supply any consumers anywhere within the proposed certificéted areg of‘
applicant, nor has it the present ability so to do froz irstallcd and opefative ) |
facilities. The nearest service supplied by this company iz a small plgnt servihg ‘
a few consumers in & subdivided parcal of land located at the Junction of’Ga}bey
Avenue snd Puente Avenue, at least onc-quarter of a mile from the 3erviée'area
proposed by applicant herein. '

The testimony indicates that no application by any resident or landownef
within the area requested to be certificated by applicant has ever been made to
San Gabriél Valley Water Company; on the other hand, the testimony shows. that a
large number of requests have been made to Nr. Gafdner for the éxtensién of service
by his company to supplyrproperty within this area. In view of the fact that‘thé
certificate granted heretofore to San Gabriel Valley Water Company is by no means
exelusive, and b& reason of the further fact that under ;he circumstances ;urround-
ing the granting of sald blanket certifiéate; the Commission from time to time has
found it necessary to exclude therefrom various lands, it would appeaf‘tﬁat'public-
ronvenience and necessity in this case also requires that htmhority to serve‘this
Lariicular disputed.territory be'granted to applicant herein; thereby\ﬁithdrBWing'
sala area from thc territory hcretofdre certificated to protestani, San‘Gabriei, '
Valley Water Compary or its predecessors in interest. -

The protest of the above wuter company against the granting of a

certificate to serve the 20-ecre poreel mown as lot No.107, which is not within

the certificated area of San Gobriel Valley Water Comp&py}'likewiSe'will be denied

and authority to supply water therein will be granted to amplicant. San Gabriel
Valley Water Company has no service presently beirg rendered immediateiy‘in ‘
contiguous territory and no demand for sueh service from any of the landowners or

residents residing therein.
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1h cormection with “his orotest it should b‘c roted that it is most
significant that none of %he iandov.ncrs in the proposed certificated afea have:
recussted extension of service br San Cabriel Valley “ster Tompany, but on the‘-
contrary in many instances have cmphatically‘stateé a desire and willingness for

service only from the system to be extended and installed oy lr. Gardner.

A consideration of the record presented in this preceeding indicates that

public convenience and necessity and the bYest interests of the publ,ié reovire that
a certificate be issued to applicent herein to supply water for domestic and other
‘purposces throughout all territory herein reguested, as amenced, excepting thercfrom,
however, that certain territory protested by the City of Covina, herctofore
deseribed as being bounded by Garvey Avenue, Smset Avenue, Walnut Creek lYash and
Giendors Avenue. :

The certificate hercinalter Lssued is subject to the following provisions
of law: .

"That the Comnission chall have no power Yo suthorize the capitalization
of this certiflicate of public convenicnsze and necessity or the right to own, -
opcrate or enjoy such certificcte of pudlic convenience and necessity in .
exsess of the amount (exclus;i.vc of any tax or annual charge) actually paid
to the State az the considerztion for thc issuznee of such certificate of
public convenience and necessity or ripght."

oRD
Application as ontitled adove having been filed with the Public Utilitics
Commission of the Statc of Califernia, a public hearing having been held thereon,
che matter having been duly submitted and the Commission having been fully advised
in the premises,
The Public Utilities Commission of the State of Califormia hereby declares

that public convenience and nccozsity sequire and will reocuire Ruskin T. Gardner,

iy

doing business as Sunkist Water Compeny, to construct, mainté.iﬁ e.nd‘ operate a public
utility water system within the city limits of the City of West Covina and in
unincorporated territory in the County of Ies Angeles, as morc perticularly.
delineated and outlined by red line upon the map, merked Exhidit 6, in 'bhis‘
prococding, which exhibit is harcby made 2 part of this Order by refcrénce sexcluding

therefrom, however, the arca herctofore and now certificated to tle predecessor in
0 N -5- . - '




v

LV Pg.f6 A—27L’

-

interest of said Ruskin T, Gardner by this Commission in its Decision No, 35082,
issuéd March 31, 1942, and further excepting therefrom that certain tract ”or_ pafcel
of land bounded by Garvey Avcnué, Sunset Avenue, Walmut Creek Vash, and Glendora

Avenue,
I'I.‘ IS HEREEY CRDERED as follows:

L. That 2 certificate of public convenience and necessity be and it is -
hereby granted to Ruskin T. Gardner, doing business as Sunkist Water Company,
to construct, maintain and operate a public utility for the production,
distribution and szle of wmter for domestic and othor purposes within the
territory hereinabove descrived, and sald Ruskin T. Gacdner ve and he is.
hereby authorized to exercise the right, privilege and franchise granted him

by the City Council, of the City of West Covina by its Ordinance No. 126,
" dated October 9, 1948, and by the Board of Supervisors of the County of’
Los Angeles by its Ordinance No. 4730 (MNew Series), dated July 30, 19L6.

2. That the rates to be charged by applicant for water: service in said
" arca shall be the same as those cstablished by Decision No. 35082, issued *
Yorch 31, 1942, and rcaffirmed in Decision No. 36205, issued March 9, 1943,

3. That Ruskin T. Gardner, doing business 235- Sunkist Water Company,
within sixty (60) days from the date of the Order,”shall file with this
Commission four copies of a suitable map or sketch, drawn to an indicated
scale upon o sheet 8% x 11 inches in size, delinesting thereupon in - -
distinctive markings the boundaries of its present service area, the
location’thereof with reference to the immediate surrounding territory; -
provided, however, thet such map or sketech shall not thereby be considered
by this Commission or any other public body as a final or conclasive-
determination or establishment of the dedicated areca of service, or any
portion.thereof. ' ‘ . : ,

4 That Ruskin T. Gardner, doing business as Sunkist Water Company,
within sixty (60) days from the date of this Order, shall file with this
Commission four copics of a comprehensive map, drawn to an indicated
sealo of not less than 600 feet to the inch, upon which shell be delineated
by appropriate markings the territory presently served. - This map should
be reasonably accurate, show the source and date thereof, and include
sufficient dota to determine clearly and definitely the location’of the
property comprising the entire utility arec of service; provided,.
however, that such map shall not thereby be considered by this Commission
or any other public body as a final or conclusive determination or
cstablishment of the dedicated area of service, or any portion thercof.

The effective date of this Order shall Ye the twentieth day after the

date hercof.
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Dated 2t A_@/Cﬂﬁomﬁ.&, this
of %&, L1,




