
Deci:sion No. 40457 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COmSSIO~r OF THE STATE OF CALIFOR",\'!A 

) 
In the Y~tter of the A~olication of ) 
CALIFORNIA WATER & TELEPHO!v"ECCtpA.\1Y, ) 
~ coroorat1on, tor ~e~~~ion)to give ) 
exch~e 'tele?hone service'to'the un- ) 
ineoroOr~ted·town of'Josh~ Tree, San ) 
Bernardino County. Clllifo'rn:i,a, and :our- ) 
roundino:' territory,. and' ,f.o eubllsh, ) 
file and'make effective' rates for'ex- ) 
chlll'lo:e ~p.rVice Rnci for irit~reXchari.~e ) 
~~rvice . in connection with said' ."xc~e ) 
+.eleehone sprtice. ) 

----------------------------) 
A. 11'1 .. r.am~rt for Aeelieant ' 

?OTTER, Commissi-oner: 

.... '"-

Inthi.5 applic~tion, California Water & Telephone COlIl?any, a corpora­

tion" enga.ged in t.he busin~ss of fUrnishing 'telephone ~em.ce in 'POrtions 'of' 

r"os Angeles" 'San Bernardino, San Diego, and Riverside Counties seeks authority 

~o establish a tele~hone Gxehar~e and to file rates for exchange ~ervice in the 

\.'.:.uncorpor3.ted town of Joshua Tree, San Berna.%-dino County.; A hearing was held in 

~~'lis matte!" on June 4, 1947'. 

The ero'OOsed Joshu~ Tree exeha.n~'! .qrea ineludes a~'Droximately 526 squa~,' 
, ' 

mile!! of territor:,v, of which 288 sQuare miles ;:!~ nl!)W ~ 'Oart *:Jf the A!,ellcantts 

Tw"lnty-~Tine P~lzr.5 exchanp:e art'a nnd 238 square miles 8~ un~s:5igned territory. 

A 1:1.9'0 of th" "ro'OO:5"cl I'!xchano:e J!!~~ anc i ":.~ r-:-la1:.ion to t.ho 'I'we~tY-Nine Palms 

Axehanj;!q is !"...led . as %ibit A p.ttach~d to tr.-: ''It>'OJ.ie.''ltion; The unassigneci 

t'!'rritory pro'OO~~d for inclusion in thot: .i¢shua ~e ~xehange is e~ntiguous to 

and southeasterly of the Big S"ar La'<e ~xehanp:e of the Interstate Telegraph 

Co~any.. The evidence show~ that the IntersUlte T~legraph Compa,ny- is ~eable . 
to the inclusion of the una~signed territor.y within the Applicant's propo~ed 

Joshua Tree exchange area. 
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Under Applicant's Pro~o~al, 3 new and separate exchange, inclu~ a 

bp.se rate area as shown in Exhibit 6 and a new toll r~te center will be establi~hed, 

and a local distribution s7st-em, with .'l :single position common bpt.tery switchboard 

arranged 1'or semi":selecti ve signaling will be installed to :;erve Joshua Tree and 

surrounding terrltol'j". A'O~lic.!lnt further proposos to offer one-, two-,. and four­

party line service in addition to suburban serv.ice from the J?shua Tree switchboard 

on a 24-hour daily ba~is., Directory listing, director:r adverti~ing, and certain 

miscellAneous ,=,xch.!lIlP;e services ':11:50 Are "ro")Os~d. U~ssp..~e -r..oll t~le'Phone service 

and meSSA.j:!~ t~le~a .. n. s~rvice ~t.ween .Jo~hup. ~I' ~xchange and oth'9r ~xch.lUlgC:~ and 

toll sta+,ions are ,~ro~s~d to be furnish~d ov~r th~ lines or The Pacific Tele~hone 

!'i.'I.d Tel~~a~h Com~an:v and in AccordAnce with tariff schedules to be filed by the 

~aid Pacific Company. 

At the present time no exchange ~~rvice is being furnished in the 
" 

~~o'OOsed Joshua Tree exchange ~rea"bu~ tele~honc service on a tQll basis is 

furnished by The Pacific Telephone and Talegraph Comp~ to the following five 

'i:,oll stations in the territory: Joshua Tree P..anch, Yucca Valley ... Morongo 'No. , 1, 

Morongo, No.2" and Morongo No •• 3. Upon the establi~hment of Joshua Tree exchange .. 

it is ~ropo~ed that ~xchange service will be furnished to the Jo~hua Tree Ranch 

a~Q Yucca Valley toll ~tatio~ and that the toll station service at the other. 

';:'~l~e locations will be continued until outside plant is avai13ble for connecting 

c,,:ese ~tations to the switchboard at Joshua Tree., The evidence reveals tha.t 

'l'~:e Pacific Tele'Ohone and Telegra~h ·Compa.nyi~ ap-reeable to Applicant~s ~roposal 

subject to the a~nroval 01' the Commission. 

The effect of estAblishing ~ new toll rate center for the Jo~hua Tree 

exchanp:e and of sp.rvin~ th~ five toll stJ).t.ions on an p.xchan~e basis is to introduce 

toll rates b~tw'gen Jo:shU1l. TM~.and Tw~nt.y-Nin"l 'Pal.m:s" incx-a::se toll charp;es over' 

c~rt~n routes, d~cr~,ls" toll chp.rQ'cs ov~r oth"!r routes.. ~d leave unch.'3nged toll . 

char~~s ov~r ~till oth~r ro~s. Exr~bit 11 shows +;ypical tell roUt.03 tog~thar with 

the ~r~scnt and orooosed toll rates ~o~lic~bl~. Exhibit 12 show~ thet, bRsed on a 

thre~ months' study o~ toll ~a~" for th~ p~riod J3n~~ry to March .. 1947, inclUSive, 
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Joshua Tree toll users will eXPerience gross annual increases in toll charges , 
c~~1ma~ed a~ ~ZlO, aecrea~es of S32.76, or net ~nnual increases or ,177,24 a~ a 

re.5uJ.t. o£ e:lta.b~1.5hing II new toll rllt..e eent.er at.. Jo:rhua Tree and o~ :rerv.1ng the 

rive toll st:\tions on an exchange basis. Copies o! letters !'rom the fi'Ve toll 

station customers expressing their agreement to the discontinuance of the toll 

~tation.5 Q.5 .5oon AS exchange and toll 8ervice are av~able r~m the propo8od 
.. 

Joshua Tree exchange are filed in tr~s ~roceeding as Exhibit 5. 

The 'Cro'Cosed rates for exchange s~I"dces ~re set forth in Exhibit B 

atU:>.ched ,to the a~1)lictlt1on pnd Exr.ibi t 7 fU.,d in this 'Oroeeodin,~ ~nd are 

comparable t" thl';!r:l.t~s on flll'! ;for si"'il.'!tr S".lrviCf"S in othl'lr ~x~hIlnges o! thf;) 

co~y. The'~rinci~al ~xchan~~ rat~e ~qu~st6d may b~ s~~riied ~s follow~~ 

ClAss of Sl!lrvice 

One ~ -pilrty 
Two - party 
Four - -p2lrt.y 
T~n' - party .~uburb~.n 
Extensi~n,'with ~r without 
bell on same 1'remises 

- # 'R ... te 'PoI!rMtJrlth - ~sk ~r Hand S.,t Station; 

~usin~ss S~rvice 

* $ 5.00* 
4.00 

4.00 

,1.00 

Residence S~rvice 

# Th~ rates shown, with the cxe~ption of those for extension stations, 
are after di~count of 25 cents for prompt ~ayment ~f monthly.bills. . " 

.. Rate applies within the case rate area. 

Applicant estimates that the average fixed capital investment for the 

~ir~t yearT~ operation of the pro~sed exchange will amoun~ to $33,663. In 
~xhibit 9 Applicant shows the estimated results- of the first year's operation of 

~roshua Tree exchange, -as follows: revenues $1l,230, exoenses $10,475, net 

available for return $755, rAtio of net Bv~able fo~ return to averAge fixed 

ca'Oitlll 2.24%. Ac~licMt ",timP.te:s t~llt thl! IlveMge n1m.Oer of stations to-be' served 

durinR the first y~ar will be ll:2. 

At VA.r:I.ouo tim ... s in th~ !lPst, Aoolic'3.nt h::>s b~en consulted by re~idents 

of the Joshua Tree ~~p. r~"'!\rdinp: ":ohl'! '!stJ\blishm~nt o;f Il se'Oarate exch~e to provide 

~n im'Orov~d ~~rvic~ to th~t ar~s. Exhibit Z :f'12~~inthis proceedingshowe a list 

of 3S residents of Joshua Tree who have indic~ted a desire for telephone service 

in their homes and -olacos of business at the e':\r1iest 1)()seib1e dllte. A list or 60 
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~igned a.pplications for Joshua. T~e exchange telephone ~ervice, as of Nover.lber 18,. 

1946 is in evidence as Exhibit ,. 

N? one has offered any objection to the telephone service arrangement5 

and rates which have 'been propo~ed. 

The evidence indicates there is a requirement for additional and 

improved telephone 5crvice in the Joshua Tree are~. Establishment of an exchange 

at Joshua Tree, in accord~~ce with A~'Plicant's re~u~st, 5hould result in an 

imorov~~ service to th~~ community, ~~d it5 cst~blishment will bo ~~thorized, 

eontin~entu~n the comoletion of (1) ~ suit~b1e local distribution system 

at J~hua. Tree, including a cOlllln"'n b3tt~r.v switehbo.'lrc; and (2) the 'Provision 

of 24-hour tele'Ohone ser"riee ... 

The 1'ollow1n~'1'orm 01' Order is recommended. 

California Water & Teleohone Com~any having requested authority to 

establish a telephone exchange at Joshua Tree, and to establish exchange rates" 

and the matter having been submitte~ for decision, the Public Utilities Commission 

of the State or california hereby finds as a fnct that the establishment or a 

'~elephone exehsnge by California Water & Telephone Compar.y at Joshua Tree with 

~he. rates authorized herein is justified, therefore, 

IT IS HEP~y ORDERED as !ol!ows: 

1. California water & Telephone Comoany is au~horized to est~bli:lh a 
telephone exchange at Joshua Tree on or before June 30, 1948.· 

2. CalifOrnia. Water & Telephone Co:::O;;lny is authorized to .f11e in accord­
~nce with General Order No~96 and to make effective in the Joshua Tree 
exchange, coincident wi th e~tP..blishment of the excr.ange :1.:1 hereinabove 
described in the body orthi~ O?inion, 1.!nd on not less than ten (lO) 
daysT notice, the excha.n~e ~re:l. and base rato ~re~ maps and the rate~ 
nnd ch.gr~es for exch.'mge service F!S set forth in Exhibits A, 6, 13, and 
7. ~s'Oectivcly, riled in this oroc~edinp:., 
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3.. This Order sh.l1l1 become effective ':)n the twentieth day after the date 
hereof. 

The fore~oing Opinion and Order are hereby a~~roved and ordered 

filed a~ the Opinion and Order of the Public Utilities Commission,ot the State of 

day of _---"""""_~_ ....... __ ~ 


