
Decision No. 40472 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTIUTIZS CO!~nSSIOl\ OF THE STATE OF Cl.J:.IFOp'!-"IA 

In the ~Ltter of the APplication of ) 
. ASBURY Rf.\PID TR..uJSIT SYSTm.!, a c orpora- ) 
tion, for authority to operate its motor} 
coach transportation service as a co!:lt:l.on) 
carrier for co~pens8tion, oetween the ) 
City of Los Anoeles, on the one hand, ) 
and that section of the City of los ) 
Angeles known as Van Nuys, on the other ) 
hand, and all inter!Ileo.iate point s, via) 
Riverside Drive and other streets. ) 

Application 
No. 28322 

DON'I.. CAMPBEI.I. and RODr..~ F. :~'IllIAMS, for Applicant. 
C .. W. CORl\'"EL1, E. L. E .. B!SSIl'lCER and :RJJ;DOI:PS !CARR, 

for Pacific Electric Railway Company, P~otestant. 
T. M. CEtJB'9, ?AUI. 1.. Gt .... ':\v:::R alld T. v.. T:1RBOT for Board 

of Public Utilities and Transportation of the City 
of Los .Ar.geles-. . 

ROCER ARNEBER~E for City Attorney of the C:ty of Los 
Angeles. 

JOHN B. KI~GSlEYfor Hollywood C~amber of Commerce. 
LlOYD GRroG and JA1.mS W. REITZ tor San Fernando Valley 

Associated Chambers ot Co~erce. 
HARMO~T R. BEN1"ETT er.d ,\RCRIE L. ~ALTERS for City of' 

Bux:benk; 
R. A. HAUER, JR. for' Burbank City Lines. 
EVERETT 1. P;\RiCER and J'A:.1ES 1 .. DOUGERTY tor Utility 

Workers of .~erica, and 
JOY A.~~-:rNANS tor the Peeples Lobby of California, 

Interested Parties. 

-", 

By the above-n~be~ed application hsbury Rapid Transit 
, , 

System. seeks the Commission' $ auth'ori ty{ to establish a motor coach 
, ," , 

service between the City of Los Angeles and those portions or the 

City of Los Angeles known as North Holly-.vood and Van Nuys, by way 
of Riverside Drive and other streets. J 

For a number ot years applicant has provided a service 
along that portion of the proposed route on Riverside Drive be-
tween Los Angeles and the intersection or Riv'erside Drive and 
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Victory Boulevard, and in the instant proceeding authority is 

sought to extend this operat'ion so as to serve the more populous 
areas ot the San Fernando Valley. 

Public hearings were held in this matter concurrently 
with hearings which were held on Pacific Electric Railway Company's 

Third Supplemental f.pplication No. 26636, and ~~sbury Rapid Transit 

System's Application No. 27488, and at these hearings it wasstipu-

lated by the various parties that those portions ot the testimony 

co~on to either application would be considered as a part ot the 

record. The hearings were held at North Hollywood on May 22, at 

Van Nuys on M ... y 23, and at Los .I'''.r.ge1es on May'21 and 27, 1947, and 

on the latter date the matter was duly sub~itted and is now ready 
tor decision. 

Asbury Rapid Transit System and its predecessor in 

interest, Original Stage line, h~ve been providing transportation 

service in the San Fernando Valley, and between the San Fernando 

Valley and los Angeles,tor a nunber ot years. Except for local 

service between the Burbank and North Hollywood area, and between 

~orth Hollywood and Hollywood through Cahuenga Pass, however, 

e,plicant's service has been largely contined to the eastern sectior. 

or the Valley end .clore particularly to a through route along San 

Fernando Road. between Sa!:. Fernendo dnd 1.os t..ngelcs, with an alter-

nate route vie $an Fern~ndo Roc.d, Victory Bou1evo.rd, and Riverside 
Dri ve. '.~i th the exception of' the local service outlined a~ove, 

local end interurban $~rvice in the Von Nuys and North Hollywood 

areas, and through service between those areas and the downtown 

Hollywood.-Los ;.ngeles erecs, h~s been pioneered and served by the 

Pacific Electric Railway Compeny. Tte route proposed by Asbury 

R3pid Tr~nsit System, while not id.entical with thet proposed by 

Pacific Electric, in its Third Sup:p1e!!lentol Application No. 26636, 
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to all intents ond purposes, Sdrvcs the identical ared proposed to 

the propos~d routo or ~~~ury Rap~d T~O~31~ Sy~~¢~ doe~ no~ dupllce~e 
, 

existing services or Paci~ic Electric, Qut it does tep unserved 

area which, bece\!se of Pacific Electric having pioneered service 
in the ~rea7 would appear should logically 'be $erve~ by that 

operator. Further than this, Pacific Electric Railway COMpany·s 

applica.tion was originally filed on ~!arch 18, 1946, whereas the 

proposal of Asbury Rapid Transit System was tiled on March 31, 1947. 

~~ny witnesses were produced by both applicants in sup-

port of their contention that e definite need exists for the service 

between Van Nuys, North Hollywood, apd los ilngeles vie the routes 

proposed and it is only tair to say that all of these 'witnesses, 

whether testifying for Pacific Electric Railway Company or for 

~sbury Rapid Transit Sjstem, expressed the opinion that both 

operators should oe granted certi~icates. Such procedure, as is 

well known, would be adverse to the public interest and could con-

ceivably result in losses to each carrier of such magnitude as to 

bring about an abandonment of the service. Further than this, two 

certificates, if granted, would inevitably result in over-service 

between.the pOints in question, which could only be provided at a 

3acrifice to the existing passenger rail service ofPacifie Electric 

R~ilwey Company, retention of which is of paramount interest to all 
residents of the S-n Fernando V~lley. 

The record discloses that the Board of Public Utilities 

~nd Transportation of the City of Los J~eles has not given approval 

,to the service proposed in .A~l'lication !\o. 28322. 

C~ncurrentlY with the issuance or this Decis1,on,,· there 

is being issued a DeciSion on T~ird Supplemental t.pp11cat1on No. 

26636, which authorizes the issuance or a certificate and operation 
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A. 28:322 - e 

of the service proposed by Pacific Elec.tr1c R ... ilway Company end, ror 

reasons outlined above, we cannot justify the issu<:mce of .two certi-

ficates fOl:" substantial13" the srune route. Suct. being the case it 

becomes necessary that the instant app11cation be den1ed and the 

following Order will so provide. 

o R DE R - - ---
Public h~aring having been h0ld and the Commission being 

fully advised, 

IT IS ORDERED that the /~pp11cation of .. ')sbury Rapid Transit 

System for author1ty to operate 0 transportation service between the 
City ot tos :~geles and those sections ot the City ot Los ~ngeles 

known as North Hollywood and Van ~Juys, v1a Riverside Dr1 ve, 'be J and 

the S8Qe hereby 1s, denied. 

The,effective date of this Order shall be twenty (20) 

days from the date her~. . 
De ted a t.,la& ::I.fkk:.o.u....-.e.-, California, this ~rfI,{ da.y 

of d--~ · 1947. 


