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Decislon Xo. 40521

'BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIZS COMMISSION OF TE= S'.L":“JI"J M |

In the 1 Matter of the Anxplication of )

the City of Antloch, a Municipal )

Corporation of the Sixth Clacs, of % Avplication No. 28265
) .
)

the State of California, to construct
a Street Crade Crossing within the
Corporate Limits of- the Citv o’ Antioch.

JOEIX E. PIZMING for applicant :
R. S. MYERS for Southorn Pac-f ¢ Company.
for protestan

QPIXIQOX

Invthis application the City of Antioch reqnésts permission
to construct " Stroet ot gradeac:éssvthc zmain lihe tracks of
Southern Pacific Company in salc city. .

A pubilc hear*ﬁg wos held .in this *tﬂr in Antioch on June
27, 19L7, at which time the mattor was oubm‘tted.

The ¢ity or Antioch 1s laid out with streets runﬁins‘gencr-
ally north and south, east and wesst, and the main portion thereof
including thes dbusiness district is s*tuatod'betwoén the tracks of
uouthern Paciric Company mnd the San Joaquin Riv#r.' Souﬁhcrn
'Poeific Company’s tracks run gﬂnerally in an easterly anc wcstcrly
direction through the ¢l%y and that port on of the city south of the
tracks 1s a newly devclovcd »ostdential area. The only crossings

over the tracks of Southern Pacific Company at the prescn* time oxre
at "A" Street mear the eastorly side of the city and mr Street
near the westerly side of the city. These cro*s*nps are abou* LOOO

feét apart.

The instont spplication proposes to open " Street at grade

across the rallroad 1200 feet west of the "A" Street cfossing'in
order to secu*ﬂ @ more’ diroct route through the newly dcveloped sub-
| diviaion to the bu 1ncss conter of the ctty waich 1s located 1n the
vicinity of Second and “I" Strects. ' |
-1~
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Both the elementary and high schools are located adjaccnc to
"D" Street and north of the railroad, and puplls must now aréss at
"A" Street tc reach the hign cchcol or trespass on the ralilroad
right-of-wa7T. | '

Applicant contends that the opening of the "D" Street cross-
ing will maye a scfer place for these children $o cro 2 the rallroad
anéd avoid the detour by tho "A" Strect cross iné.)

It is the plan of the City %o cons:ruct an add*tional eleren-
cary school south of the rallroad which, when completed in tke near
future, will tale care of the elemenfary'school'childrch scuth of the
railroad. Thc'high‘school children wiil have to contihuc‘to cross
over the raiiroad,' |

Applicant aiso‘maintained that a crossing was necessary to.
facilitate tho movement of c“iculn* c*af‘ic between the southern
arce ané the bugincss distr-ct o Antioch. ”he"record clso shows
that *hc area soutb of *hc rail oad Is rapldly growing on both sides
of "D" Strect. '

The master plan of thc City of Antioch proposes that some

tme 1n the future a gradc separa*ioﬁ at MET Street about 1500 feet
west of the crocsing herein 1nvclved will be built. The record 1ne
dicates that such a pro‘ect cannot e financed ’or sevnra’ years ard
furthermore the dcvelopmcnt along "H" Strect is not as yet suffl-
. ¢lent to 4ustiry such a grade scpara*ion- o

At the point of p*oposod crocsinA, the ralilroad tracy is in
a slight cut and the grade"o. apprcach-would“be-downward vo‘thc track
from both dircetions. At chc corner of the crossing che view 1s

blocked vy & small building..

(1) Repreccnt tives of the Sch ool District and of the Parent
Teachers ' Assocfation testified that over one hundred c¢hildren |
would move over this crossing In the morning, twice during the noon
hour,. and in the afternoon when school 1s dismissed. Practically
all. these children travel on foot.

s
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Southern Paciric Compahy-objéc ted to’ t e opening 6r‘a Cross=
ing on the ground that the "A" Street crousiﬂp should be zulficient
to take carec of the traffic and that the prObOSﬂd crossing would be ‘
blocked at times when a rreight train was switeching in the Antioch
yagzz It contended that if the Commission granted the applieation

the crossing should de protectcd'by'rlashlightusignali, aﬁd esti-
| matcd that the approximate cost would be $5, 060 and that the cost of
installing the crossing, excluding pavement would ve ¢8L0.~

A review of the reco*d 1ndicates that uo’ic convenl Lonce and

necessit vy require the opening of "D" Street at grade across oouthe*n
‘ Pocific Company's trac&s,provided the earth bgnks'on the fqyr.corners
of the crossing]be cut back in'ordor'ﬁo improve the-viéw of’approach-
ing tra‘a*. We are conviﬁced that flasklight. =l gnals as proposed
will provide iﬁsnr’icient prouection ro* the school ch&ld*en who
must use the’crosgins,in travelling on foot to anc from school, and
that automatic crossing 5atesvwouId provide a :ore:positiveiand

arrestive protection. The following order w11i 50 provide.

A pudlic ﬁearing héving been held and the matter being under
submi fon and public convenicnca Aﬂd necessisy rccuir;ﬁg the opera-
tion of such crousinr at grade, IT IS ?“RuBY ORDERED that tho City
of Ant;och in the COunzy oxX COntra Costa is autho*ized to cons trucﬁ
"B streot at grade across the tracks. of Southern Pacific Company
at the location as shown by the maps attached to the appliéation‘and
by exhidbit No. 6 filed hereiﬁ, subfect to the following condit ons.

(1) The sbove crossing shall be fdentified as Crossing
No. B=33.3

(2)  The enti re expense . of constructing thé crossing
shall be borne by applicant. The cost of malntenance
of that portion of said crossing outﬂide of lines two

(2) Southern Pacific Corpany stated =six pﬁsoengor trains re larly
pass through Antioch cach day with o timetable-pormitted speed of

70 miles per hour. However, occas ional extra passenger troins would
pass through this thrrﬂto‘v. Adbout elight frelight trains operate -
through Antloch dailv‘with the permitted speed of 50 miles per hour.

o
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feet outside of the outside rails shall be dorne by
applicant. The maintenance of that portion of the
crossing detween lines two fect outside of the out-,
side ralls Shull be Borne dT Southern Paci’ic Company.

[ ]
(3) Two automotic crossing gatos oqu*pped with flashe -
light 3ignels and bell shall be instelled at the sole
expense of applicant for the protection of sald cross-
ing of "D" Street. The maintenance of sald signals
thereafter shall be borne by Southern Pacific Company.
Plans for said gates shall be submitted to the Cormis-
sion for its approval before the commencenent of
construction.

(L) The crossing shall be constructed of a width of
not less than 2L feet and at an angle to the raflrond
as ghown by the drawing attached to the application;
shall be constructed equal or suporior %0 type. shovn
. as Standard No. 2 of our General Order 72, and shall
in every way be made sultable for the passage theroon
of vehicles or other route troffic. '

(5) The earth bBanks on the four corners of the cross-
ing shall be removed sufliciently To allow ped strians
(school children) to have A reasonadly clear view of
the tracks in both di*cction,. .

(6) Applica ant. shall, within thirty days thereafter,
notify this Commis ion, in writing, of the completion
of the installation of said crossing cnd of Its come-
pliance with the conditions hereof.

(7) The guthorization herein granted shall lapsc »nd
. become void if not exercised within one year Irom the
. date horeof unless further time 1s graﬂted by subse-~
quent oréer.

(8) * The Commission reserves the right to make such
further orders, relstive to the location, constructio
operntion, aaintenancc and protection of sald c*ossing,
as to it may seem right and mroper and to revoke 1ts.
nermission if in L1ts judgment, pudblic convenience and
necessity demqnd such ﬂctLOd.

The effective &a tc of tHLs oréer shall be twenty (20) ¢éays

fr-m the date hergofl._ - :
Dated at ' 2 , Californic,




