De.cision No. 20590

BEFORE THE PFUBLIC UTZLITIES COLLTISSION OF THE STATE OFchLIFORNIA
MAURICT ARMT,
Complainant

T3 ™

SOUTEERN CALIFORNILA GAS COLPANY

CASE N0. 4875

A e T W L NP L W T P RS

Defondant

Mnurico Armi, in propria pdrsona.

T. J. Reyrolcs and ¥ilford Spri or
Tor Soufgern Califorania Gas gEmpany.

POTTER, COMMISSIONER:

Complainant is the ovmer of the Alexandria Apartments,
1953 Estrella Avenve, Los Angeles, e complains that the gas bills
for sald apartment, for the six-months perioé'of June 25, t5°
December 26, 1946, were,aﬁnormally Digh and that the cause ﬁas a
fast or defective‘moter. Ho seeks a rofund of $202.§03‘ﬁ£1¢ﬁ is
the amount by which the‘1946'charges oxceod those of 1945 for the

poeriod 4in questioﬁCI). |

(1) In 1945 and 1946 gas bills were remdored and peid as follows:
Tor the first six months of 1945 and 1946 the bills totaled
466,26 and: $419.29, respoctively. From June 25 to Decembder 26
of said years the following bills were paid: o ‘
6/25/45 to 7/26/45  $37 .41 6/25/46 to 7/25/46  588.76
7/26/45 ¢t - 32.19  7/25/46 to 9/ S/46  140.48

/25/45 , 34.26 9/ 5/46 to 9/25/46 67 63
.41 9/25/46 to 10/24/46  41.69%
10/24/45 to 11/26/45 74.00 10/24/46 to 11/25/46 79.94
11/26/45 to 12/26/45 86.55 11/25/46 to 12/26/46 85.52
‘Total - SIL.EZ o $502.02

% 5109.32 impbﬁnded with Cormission

-1~




Case 4‘8’75.- ry

A public hearing was held in Los Angeles before Commts-
Sloner Potter and Zxaminer Chiesa and evidence having beer adduced,
the matter was submitted fbr decision.

Wo £ind upon the evidonce of record that prior to June 25,
1946 and subsequent to September 25, 1946, the consumption of gas
at said apartment, compared with the amonnt of gas del ivorod during
the previous corresponding monthw, was on & rormal basis; that gas
congumption was abnormally high for the three-months periodfbetween
June 25, ond September 25, 1946, and that the gas bills for said
period totaled $296.87 in 1946 and $103.86 in 1945§‘that cbmﬁ}ain—
~ant first.leéfned that his sas bills Were‘excepfionﬁlly highcﬁn
September,_1946, and iﬁmediately'thereaftef had the matter called
to the attention‘d? defendant; that two meter readirgs, takenvon‘
Septembef 25, 1946, showéa that gas was being consumed:at'an ab-
normal rate; that the causo’of‘the excessive consﬁmntion was not
determined on September 28, 1946, nor has it uince been ascertained;
that said meter was again dhecked on September 30,. 1946, ané 1¥
wa3 then register ing a normal consumptionu

The record also shows that defendant offered to settle
the dispute dy éharino £ifty per‘éent of the estimated loss as
complainant apparently had received no b»nafit.- This offer was
not accepted oy complainant.

Complainant could not suggest any reason why his meter
suldenly bezan to operate faster fhan uvsual except that he gue#scd
That something, for some wnknovn reason, vent wrong vith the mechan~

. igm within thefmeter. As to tho meter's quick_return o normaicy,

he implied some person, perkaps a gac company emploigo, way have

been responsidle..




Case 48’7’- BJ

Altbough it 15 evident that an abnormal amownt of gas
was used or wasted during the period question, there i3 no
evidence Iin the record that shows what~cauzed the sudden changes
in the operationvor the reter. |

The record alsbgshows that complainant refused to pormit
a moter test in the approved manner but'wanted, instead, to have
8 second‘ﬁeter-placed in‘sories (tandem) with the meter on the
premises, for a test poriod. The dofendant would not agreo to such
a test. Tae meter‘remained on the premises wtil June 8, 1947,
wher, pursuant'td the order of this Comm:ssﬁon, it wacs rcmoved'for
an official test, whicﬁ was conducted bﬁ a Commission engineer, in
the preﬁence of complainant and representatives of defendant com-
pany.

Tho result of said test.(Exhibit Yo, 1) aaows, and we
find, that complainant's meter registered 1.40% in excess of the

true amount of gas passed, a3 Indicated by/thc meter wrover, at

the full rated capacity of the moeter, but only «40% in excess of”

the true amownt indicated by the prover at the average rate of
cénsumption‘of this zize mgter; thaf sald porcontages:are'wifhin
the allowable limits of 2%, as prescrided by this Coﬁmiséion. v

Upor full considoration of the ovidonée‘or record in this
proceoding, we a*e unable to f£ind that the abnormal gas consumption,
during the period of June 25, to Soptember 29, 1946 ‘resulted from
any defect in the meter thon in wse at 3aid premiscs or that such
abnormal gas consumption was i*ho resvlt of any ac* of the dofend- "
ant company or any of its employces; the“erore, the comclainf will
e diumissed.




Casc 4875 = FJ

Tho case being at issue upon complaint and answe> on

file, having been heard and submitted for dacicibn,‘énd‘basﬁng its

decision on the findings of fact and conclusions‘contﬁined.ih ﬁho
Opinion preceding this Oxrder, the Commission ordoﬁs as follows:
| That the complaint of Maurice Armi, ia Case No. 4875,
Yo, and it hereby is, diszissod.
The effoctive date of this Order shall be twenty (20)
days from tho date hercof. | o

The foregeing Opinion and Order are hereby approved and
ordered filed as the Opinion and Order of tho Public Ttilities
Commissiqn of the Stato of California..

Dated at A pa (fovsrboe , Colifornia, this £~ "Jé._
) s v :
day of 3 1947
0 N




