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Deci~ion No.. 40636 

BEFORE THE PUE!.!C U'!!UTIES CO?OCtSSIO~: OF THE sr;"TE OF Clu..IFOR.N!A· 

) 
In the l/.atter o£ the Applieatio~ ot· ) 
Mattie E.· Haneyl d.oaTOPA:~GA. CA:.'YON· ) 
PUBUCUTIUTI r.;'TE& SYS'IDL, fora ) 
eerti1'ieate o£ pUblie'eonve:nenee'anc. )-
neces=ity to extend. operations, into, ) 
adj'oining territory" ."l."d.1'orpermi~~ion ) t.pplication No~ 28)25 
totrM.:rter her right" 'title Md., , ) 
interest ,in, sllid~y~tem ~Jame~ I,,;. ) 

. Miller and SylviaM .. ,}!D.ler, ,his .... 'i1'e; . ) 
and. to', extend 'the Comm1ssion t s Order ) 
'to· JI.ay .31/ 1947 " heretoi'oremad.e '. ) 
'?rdering service to eert:dn',ter%'1tory .) 
toeease'~ and:, that a certificate be: )' 
i~~ued to,3aidUillers.. . ) 

-----------------------------) 

Zdi:zon E."L~, tor Topanga'·.Citizen3 Com::nttee 
for School·' ane Com:nwn ty ''Improvement. 

o PI N ION -"- - -'-"--... 
Mattie E. nancy, d.oing'.bllsi:ne~!I as Topanga Canyon Public Utility W&.t~ 

System, ownc .:md. operates a d.omestic water. sy:stem in '!'ract, No. 7806 and 89l0, 

TOp.9.nga Canyon;. Loo Angeles, County.. She asks the. CoCll:li~:ion to gent.her a, ' . 

certificate· ·of publie. convenience and necessity to ~erv~' Tract ~Jo-. 6915,'an 

<J.d:joir.ing subdivided. area, known <la-TopAnga Wooes,· and Tract· No. 7320~. a , 

:::ubd'ivision loe~ted .in Old C~on... The Commission ·1:1 al:so. a;!<ed to authorize 

the :;~le and. transfer of the wat.erzy,tem. ~erving ,all o! .these tr~ct:; to . 
, .. 

Jame:: L. Miller Cl.ndSylvia M.Miller,-r.io wi::'e., A ,ru:ther requeet i~ r:lIlce lor 

an exteMion of the dAte her.,to!ore !'ixed by the Commi':Jion, in .Deei:lion39~91, 
• " h '" • 

i:01J.cd. July 30; 1946, oracting the di.seontinuanc¢ or wtlter' :Jervice t.o eustoccr:s 
-' 

in the Old Canyon territory to ~ 3l,1948. 

Applicant, allege there i:: ::U£ficicnt w~ter now being develop~ from 

new 'welle to ~upply the eust.Q:ne:r:l in t.he territ.or-.r tor 'which- a ecrtif1cC:itc i:s ,a"ked., 
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or eon:\::ner:; in 'l'rD.e~ N'o. 7'21)6, end No. 89l0.. Applicant" ~tti~ E .. , F.1lney"alleg'!3, 

th~tthe operation or. the water pro~rties rectuires too- much time ..md. energy for 

ea.pf.I.ole and. willins to oper~te the.'property .. 

A. public hearir.g in thi~, pre<:eeding, W~.3 held. 'i."l 1.0::; ;.:lgeles.Oo1'ore. 

Examiner Sto.va,. 

At tbehearing" the application was ~ended to incl~de tor certification 
" 

Tro.et ~o., -6131" adjoining '!r::.ct No. 7320" .'l."lC to incl~d.e ~l~o Tra.ct No~)91.J." 

known ac Veterrul Springs ':'r::ct. The application ,WOo::: !~"'"'ther ~end.cd. by' withdrawing 

the proposed. CO:ltract 01' sale which" ~ong other tl".ings T provided. tor mont.hly 

paYltents 01' ,the unpaid. baJ,."nce of the ,3ale price, and.:,in l1eu thereof 3:;king tho' 

Co~s.zion to authorize J.u.les L. Y~ller end SylVia Uiller". hi3 wi!~,,' to.' execute 3 

promissory not(: for $20"000,, oeil.r!.ng interest at' 5~, per cent .. 'The payr::ent or the 

note Will be secured by a deed or trlJ.st a."'ld by a mortgage or CM'tte13~' . ' 

B. J .. Lewis a certifielj,te of plJ.blic convenience.3.nd r.cc~::=it~to oj)Crate a public 

utility WD.ter 3ystem in Tract!$- No .. 7006 al'lci No,. 8910" al:zo known az Post Office 
, .. ' 

" . " '" 
Trllet. The:.e two tract: con:i~t or 1.40 acre:s 0: It'lnC wr.ich were suodivi"ded into, . , 

194 lot: Md. ori~lly wee sold.l:; ce.bin 3i tes tor weekend e<:eupeney a.nd.vaeatior, 

purpose~; howevcr 1 ~t prezo:nt the5C cabin:! and other hOU3e" are occupied p¢%':la.l'lently.. 
. ' 

There c.re .69 consumer~ now being ~ervcd7 54. ,uppl1eci throt;.gh.:1eter~ ·l.Il'ld the b~c 

at .flat rlltc.::. 

Tr~ct No .. .6915" called Top~ng6. 7;oocs 7 tor which a· certiticate. is reqlJ.estcd. 

herein, has :l11 area of 20· acres and i3 locf.lteci .~pproxi:latel; one-o .. uarter ,ot a mile 

trom the two above mer.tioned traet$'~ Pithough Topanga Wood5 is not presently 

certificated" it ~intcrco~"'leet~d with the ~"tem $upp1ying wat~r to the original 

two tracts, No. 7806 end N~.8910, and. iz'servec. as a 'pa.-t or tr.at ,:system.. Thi" 

Topanga. Woo~' distribution sY:J'tem consi;ts ot approximately 5;000 teet or '~" 
". .. , 

ranging trom 3/4. to. 2incl'les in di&meter. There are 45 c~tomersbeing, turnished 

water,. 12 h:lving metered se~ice, the rex:.'lining served at nat rates., 
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Tract~No,~ 7320 and No.: 61;1, for which 'the amended ~pplic~tion~que,-t5 

certific~tion, are loe~ted i~ Ol~ Canyon, two mi1¢s up' th~ mnin ~opanea C~on 

.from. the Po:t 'Office Traet_ 'l'hi~ area formerly was ~erved oy<1.opangaPark z.:utual 
. '.~ 

V:ater Compar.y,.' bt.:.t when it:: w:!.ter s!'!pply !:d1ed ar:"a..~ement= w'!re 'J:..3.de. With 

thi:; ::ervice ~d lI.rs. Haney the.reupon installed .l l~-inch cor.nect~ pipe line 

from' the Po~t Office Tract wells, ~~ping aga'in~t ~ pres~ure or appro:d::late1y 400 

pounds. A.uthority to enter into thiscontra,ct. vIa: r.ever reque::rt.ed .norg:'a.."lted 'O"J 

thi!5 Co:nmizsion •. The di~tri'bution ~Y3telllin 'l'ract:5 No. 7320 f.1."ld No .. 61;1 cOMi~t3 

of approximately $,$00 feet or main!J,ral''lging from. 3/1. to 2 incne:s in dia..""leter. 

Stor~ge io prOVid.ed' by'~ 20,OOO-gallontank. '!here are 1.3 'consumers,. ;.0 receiving 

Water atme't~r rates'. 

The Co~ssion in its Decision No. ';9291, i~~ued July ;0, 19;.6~ ordered 

Ma.ttieHaney to discontinuc service, on Oec~ber 31, 194~; to the Adjo~~r~ 

Topa..""lga. l'io¢d:5 Tr.~ct No. 6915 and ,al::o to 'tract No .. 7;20 tor the ,re:l.son that the 
• ,j • , 

water 3Ilpp1y·wa~ insufricient· even to serve the origiMlly certiriclltedPo;t 

Of-rice Tract. 

In this proceeding r.rs;' Hcr.ey tc:tified th.::s.t she now h~$ three well3 in 

operation and that a £ourt~ isbCingdrilled, ~dth~t the WAter production £roc 

the three ..... ello has been sufficient 'to c.nnt~1.in adeoUllte service to 3.11 of the .. . 

con3Utners :ervedin the originally certificated traC't~ and .:U30 in 1'raC't No .. 691$ 

and. Tract No., 7320 •. She £e1tcon!identthat these welli would continue to prodl.lce 

the );gal1ons per minute mea~ured durir.g the ~pring whic~ she considered 
, ' 

:5l.lrricicnt for all purpooes •. 
, . , 

The te:timonyinCicates that there is a pos~ibility o~ obtai~""lgan 

independent source o! water for" '!raet~ No., 7320 and NQ. 6131 l.n the i~¢~ted 

Old,' Ca.nyon.. VI%''' ¥.il1er t.eztii'ied that he "Nollld erilla well to supply, tbat 
, , 

territory from a new nndindcpendent source,. Illthough ~~ .. Raney :5t.ated t.hAt. ill 

Pa3t drilling attemptsh3.d railedtoprod.uce water in thatterrit.¢X'j". However, 

these two. wi tnes::es claimed that ,sui'£icient water now' was being' produced by. the . 

, Post Office Tract wells to serve the entire, area.., 
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According to the evidence in thi::; procecCi:".g,.:ls. well AS- in. C~,se 'No. L..e22. 
", 

t· / 
which wa~ n proceeding brought by the CoCQiazion to invc=tig~te'.:lll ph30e3 at the 

opere.tion 0: thi:::, .5y=tcm, there h~s been Utl03t ~crious :)hortAgc of Wt3ter on all 

the=c :ystenw every s~er. ~tticZ. Htine:1 a.."ld her late hu~oand.1'AlbertE. HoJ:ey, 

~lled nine well~ .:.no.' Ya-z. P.<.L."ley is :lOW dr"...lling the tenth in :Jlld in the' Vicinity 

or the Post Orrico Tract. Four ot theac wells were <lb.:lndo1'!ed. thrOtlgh £'.:111.:%"0 of 
,. 

yield, the fifth well . .::.bandoned ooaC.:lUSO, or pollution, a.."ld the sixth well i3' Ilon- , 

opera.tive b~e.:l\l:e or ::Ituck drilling tool,. 

The p~st recordo!' well pr~c!uctior.. L"l this territory un!ortu...~~ly d.0¢~ 

the bottom . .o! Topanga' C:.\nyon. Thcunder:ying rock. £o~tion in this 30ction is' 

large~y·~~~te :.\nd w~ter produced is from storage in poek~ta tilled bj dra~gc 
,,co , 

, ' , . ~ 

thl:o.iJ.eh !issures Md sh.:ltterecior taulted .1'or:n.o.tioM. ,These po<:ke1i" =ay 'b.ttirzt. 
-..,' }. 

pUmping produce a ~ o1"'only 20 'gallor.., per minute £or 3 !ew :loIlt..lu but 3¢On 
:., !-

'oocome dr<:.ined by <::ontinuoll~ pumpinS-' The. short, record 01' water production fro:. 
• ~ , I ' , ,I 

, , 

·t~~ present well:! doe=not therefore justify the granting 'or t.l. certiticc.te to 
, . 

~er.veall,or_thetraets requested~ However, ~incc'Top~~ga 'WOo031 or Traet,No~ 69l5, 

ha~ been ~erved to'!' so ,~ yeur,- last pa.st a.s ~ Pll..-t of the Or1gin.alPo.s~ O!'tie() 

'l'r.:l.et~ Il,eertii'icnte will.oo gr~:lted to authorize the eO:ltiriuance o!'scrvice 
L . , 

tberein.; . In View otthe obvious insuf!icieney 0.1' wet.er ::upply.. the !'ee..1,!~::'trora 
"I" ' 

certificate in the i:ol3.ted Old' C~yon Tracts NO'#, 61~1 endWC'. '7,320 'Will be 
, . '. 

dcnicd...mtil :ueh, time a.3 su!.i'icient w:ltcr thcre.1'or, ia" m.lde .'lvt3ila.bl~. 
, ~ 

James t. !.'.iller ~dSylVi.l :I..lIJ.ll'!r te3tii'i«i~tlt:t.he h'l'llrlng held in , 

'thisproeeeding thClt they were:: :rea<:ij end willing to p1.l%'eb.'l~o and opernte 

i:I:rs. HaIley' ~ water pro~rtie:s.' However I sub.seq,ucnt 'to submi::sion of this 
. ,I .. . ' . 

pr~eceding,·,the,Jt,~ree ~?J~eant., .£ilc~ a joint. stipulation voiding the contract 
• j .,'.. • I 

or :310 oskingtb~t ,the portion of the a~~lication~~volvinzthe $ale'and tr~~!er 

,be 'wi~hdrawn. 

tikowi:c" since zuhmission 3. written re~lle3t was 'filed, by ~tt.ie E.. P~ney­

a~king that the application, for 'a. certi!icJ:l.te to op¢rate in Traet'No. 39kJ." caned 
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·VeteroUl Spring~ Trc.et; be, withdra .... n ~ince she r.a~ bcen.1ll'lll'ole,to obtain title 'to 

th~ w~'ter ~J~teminvolvedtherein. 

Tne eertii'ici.lte of public conver.ienc.e a.."'ld. necezsitygr;)nted herein i::. 

~ubjcct to the following provi:::ion of law: 

"That the Com.."'lission ,shall r..:lv~no power t.o. autbo=1ze the 'capj.tal..izat!:on 
or this certificate of publlcconver-.ier.ce .:i1nd :lccezzity or the right to own, 
oper!lte or e:loo;r such cQrtiticate of public co~vcnicnce anci neccGsityin 
excess o! thl,:! amount (exclusive or tl."'i.'S t~ or ~"lual cr...?rg~) '~ctuallyp:rid 
to the State~~ the eonsiGer~tion tor the iS3~~CO ot :::uch certi!Jc~'te ,0£ 
public convcnience·.~"ld necessity or right •. " 

Applic.;J.tion :l$ r..bove entitled. a.nd. ~ ACenc.ed. having b<:en tiled., with 'the 

Public ~tilities Commission of the St~te of Cal1forrda, ~. public he~ ~~ving 

oeen held. thereon" thcl'Mtter hc.vi:lg been duly 3l.Jb::n tted :lnd'the Co:nrnissior:. now ' 

being fully ~dvised l.n the pre:nises,: 

THE PUBLIC UTIU1IES CO~SS!ON OF THE STJ~'l'E OF CI.LIFOR."1Ikhereb-'.r 

'd.ecln.res t.h.'lt public eonV()nier:.ce Jlnd nece:::::i ty requiro i and. will l"eq,uire,' ~ttie E ... 

Heney, coing bU3~e::s as TOpc9.n,gtl Canyon. Public Utility Water SY'~m" to construct, 

mt.lintc.in und. operate 0. public utility wtlter :;y:;tetl in 'rr.lct r;o- .. 69i$~ :situate' in 

Topangc. Ca."lyon" !.ozAngelcs Co,;nty, said. 't:oact co~t~ng c.pproxi:::.ltoly 20 acrez 

and more ptl:oticu1a:-ly delineated upon the !'!.'lp attached to t'lo;o 3.pplicCttion r.erein 

and. which map is hereby made a part o!thiz Order by r'e£erence.' 

!'I' IS P.EREBY ORDERED Il~ !'ollow:: 

1. Tl'-.at a certii'ic~te or public con"fenienee and neCC33ity be ll.."lci it :i,.:;, 
hereby granted 'to. :!::Lttie E,. Haney, doi.."'lg bu.siness as '!opll.nge. C~on 
?ublie Ut.ility Wo.ter Syztem; to oper[Jte a puJ:,lic· utility wat.er. . 
cY:ltem. tor the distribution and' scl.e or water within the t~rritor.J 
heroinOerorede~cri~d~,' ' 

2.· That UkJ.ttie E .. Haney,- doing bllsi.."'lez~ as :':Opangll C~on ~ub!ic Utility 
W~t.er Sy:tem, be and sbe .is r.ereby ~ut.horized to 3erve wi'th: wa:te:". 
the t.erritory .hereinalx>ve described. ,at 'the ra'te,s e:::tablished. byt~e 
Commission in its Deci::ionNo .. 39291, iS3ued July 30, 1946, and 
subject. to theru!e~ ar.dregulatio~nowin e!'fcct in Treets No-. 7806 
.:l.nd.No. 6910" ,les An.ge1es Cot:nty.. . 
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IT !S ~BY FU?'l'hu..ORDERED that. thoze certain ~rayer:: in the.~t 
, ' 

portions or the applie~tion re".,l.:esting n eerti!icate or pu'olieconveniene~ 'Olnd 

necessity for TrlJ.ct3 No~ J9JJ...7 No;.61Jl .lnd. No. 7320, :.o~ Ang<.:oz CountY7 <'md for 

autho!'ity to ~ell and. trcnzi'er the water p...""Operties to Ja:ne::, L.1'd.llorand. 

Sylvia M. :'~llcr, hi~ wife, be :mel. they:cre here'bj di~mi~eed._ 

.. 


