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”
' ‘Deci‘sion No. 4(}60‘8

BEFORE "‘Im PUBLIC UTI»ITIES COMSSI . OF THE SfIATE OF CALIFCRNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
Mattie Z. Haney, dba TOPANGA CANYON.
PUBLIC UTILITY WATER SYSTEX, for a .
certificate of public" cowv-nicnce and
necessity to extend operations into.
adjoining territory, and for permission
to transfer her right, title and ‘
interest in said system to James L.
- Miller and Sylvia M. Killer, ris wife; |
and to extend the Commissionfs Order
 “to-May 31, 1947, hneretofore made .
“ordering service 0 certain territory
ﬂto cease, and: that a ce-tn.f_cate ‘be:

Appncation '\To. 28325

T L P L L N i it e
N ) b .

I.ucas F. Sm...tb, for Appl..ca.. .

I

.—.diqon B Lee, Sor ;opan,,a Cit:i.zens Comittec
for School and Commun..ty Improvement.

m»atme E. naney, do:mg buu:me_.s as 'I‘opanga Canyon Public Util.ty "l.a-t.e*

Syatem, owngc and operates domcst. ¢ w_a_ter,systepz iln Tracts No. 7806 .-,nd 8910,
'_I‘opanga Canyon, los Angeles County. She asks the‘_ﬁmmission to g:-ani" hcr a
rcertii‘ica.teuof puﬁlic c'omre:ﬁimce and necessﬁ.tj 10 serve‘ Tract No. 6915';v‘an
adjoining subdiv:.ded area, l;nown as ;opanc,a Woods, end 'Iract No. 7320 a
.,ubd,wision located in Old Cmyon. The Oomsu:mn 23 also as‘ced to duthorize
the sale and trzmsi’er of ‘che water ,syztem e*vin,g all oi‘ thesc tr‘_ct., to
James L. Uiller and Sylv:‘.a M. ..d.ller, his wife. A further *eques':. i., made for
an extension of the date he--etororc fixed by the Commiss‘ on, in Dcc:‘.sion'39293.

sued July 30, y 19A6 ordcr::.ng the discontim.mce oi’ wa‘c.er service to cmtomers
in the Old Canyon territory o Xay 31, 1948, | |

' Applican s allege there :.., sufficicnt mter now el ing developed from

‘new wells tc supply the cus@o-ners S.n the temtory for Nhicl" 2 cer‘tii‘icac is asked
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‘and that quch uerv*co cun be ohppl‘ed without injuriousqy-hffccting the water supply
- of consumers in ;radta no.v7806vond No. 10. Appl_cant, muttio E. Huney,_al_egesf
that'thé‘operation oﬂtpo.watef p:operties requires too-moch timc énd energy‘fot
her matore years,aandfshg desifes:to sell ihe systeh to the miilér37Who:aoe
cdpabié and-willing-to‘ope;atcfthe&propofty. ‘ ‘ |

“A‘public hearing in thiq‘p:oceeding,was held in Les Angeiooibofore,
Em.minor S‘c.ava. | -

Am the hear*ng, the appl.ca tion was amended to include for certification

Tract No.-613l, adjoinﬁng Truct No. 7320, ane to inc*ude 4380 T*act Vol-B?LL,,

nown 25 Vetcran Springs *ruct. The application was further amended by *trdrawzng
uhe propooed contract of sale ahich among otner things, pror*ded for mon;hly
payzents of the'unpaid balance of uhe.salevprico, anogin lieu the:eo. asking the
Commission o autnorize nges L. ‘Iler and Sylvia‘uiller, his ﬁ*fe,‘ﬁo'exeoute a
promiusory note for 320 ,000, boaring interest av 53 per cent. The payzent of the
note w:ll be sccured by a ‘deed of trust and by 3 mortgage of chattels.

The Commisoion by its Decision 27503, issued hovember 5y 193L, granted
B. J. Lewis a certi’icatc of public convcﬂienoe and rcceszitjA.o opcrate a public
utility water s,stem.in *ract& No. 7206 and No. 8910, ~..l.»o known, Post Office
Tract. The,e two tracts conoi of 140 acres of lan¢ which were subdivided inzo
194 loﬁo and ori ly were sold as cabin sites for weekend occupancy and vec tion
purposes; homever, at p*esert thcsc cab_ns anc other houses are occupied permanenth
There cre 69 congumers now being served, 5L supplied through meters and thc;balancc
at flat rates. | |

Tract No., 6915, called Topaqga ViooQs, for which a'certi"cate is reooestcd
therein, has an area of 20 acres and is locazed approx*matelr one-ouarter of a mile
from the two above mentioned tracts. Although Topnnga Wbods is 1ot presently
certifzcated it is intcrconnectvd with uhe system suppljing water to the original
‘two trects, No. 7806 and No. €910, and is. served as a part of that system. This
Topanga hoods distribution sys:em cons-ots of approximato¢y 5,000 foet,of‘ma;ns,
ranging from B/L to. 2 ;nches in diameter. There aro L5 cuétomcrs'beiop(fufﬁisbed

water, 12 ha vmng metered oervzce, the remaining served at flat rates.
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Tract;'No; 7320 and No; 131 or which the azended applicutxon requests

certification, are locuated in'Old'Canyon, two mile up th~ main Topanga Canyon
from the Post 0ffice Tract. This area formerly was served vy’ *opanpa Park Mutual

Water Company, but when its water supply failed ar*anrement wcre made with

Y

Mrs. Haney to serve the subdiVisions; A contract wes cnzﬂrﬂd into’ providing for
this service. and Mrs. Faney thcreupon 1n,t¢lled a l*-inch connecting pipe line

| from the Post Office Tract wells, pumping against a prcssure of approxﬁ;ately 00

pounds.‘ Autﬁority tO‘énze nmo th*g cortrac* was never reqﬁested'nor graﬁted Yy

this Céu@ission. "he dzstribuxion 3ystem in Tracts No. 7320 und Vo. 6131 consisis
of approximately 5,500 fcet of maln:, ranging from 3/L %o 2 inches in ddameter.

Storage is providcd by a 20 OOO-gallon tank. There are L3 consumcrs, 40 “ecc‘ving

water at xncvr' rates. -

The Commﬁss;on in 1tu Decision No. 39291, issued July 30 19A6 ordered
vMattic Haney to digcontinuc service, on Decexmber 31 19&6 0 the adjoin¢ng '
Topanga Wioods Tract No. 6915 and .also to Tract Vo. 7320 for the reason that the
) water 3upply was inaufficlent even to serve the or.ginally certificated Post l
Office Tract. " o

In this proceeding Yrs. Homey testified thut she aoW has three wells in
operation and that a fourtﬁfis’being‘drilled, and that tﬁe water produétioﬁ from
the three wells has been sults cien?V*o-main*Ain hdeddﬁte service io allvo'“the
: cohsumeﬁg served in the orzg;nally certificated tracts and also in Tract No. 6915
and Trac‘ No., 7320. °he feltconfiden* that these wells would continue to produce
the 33 pallons per minute mea.ured dur.rg the sprzng whica che conszdered N
sufficicnt for all purposes, | | |

The teytimony‘zndicates nhat tbere is a poss*bility oL ootaining an |
independcnt souree o"water for Tracts ho. 7320 ard No. 6131 in the ' .sola
0ld' Canyon., Mr.'Miller-testi’ied tha* he would drill a w»*+ 0 supply. thgt
territory from a new and indcpeﬂdewt qourcc, although .Haﬁcf stéﬁed that all
past drillzng attempts had ’aﬁled 0. produce water in th¢t territory. Howévér;
tbese two witnesses. cl imed that sufficient water now was being produéod by the.

-Po.t Offmce Tract wellu to serve the entir e.area,,
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‘According to the evidence in zhi;‘proceoding,asnwell,as in que Nb. Le22.
which was a procceding brougbt by the Commission to *nve*t gate all phgées‘é' tbe
operutlon ol this sy,tun, there h&u been 4 most serious shortage of watcr on all
these systems every summer. lattie Z. Hunev and bcr late husband, Albert Z. dancy,

_led nine wells und Jr-. Huney i, oW, drilling the tcnth in and in the‘vicin‘ty
of the Post Off,ce mrpct. Four o_‘the ¢ wells were abundoned through f2ilure of -
yie-d the ’1£th well aoandoncd bséause of po*l .1on, and thc sixth well is NON~
operat ve: becauue of stuck dri*ling tOO&a. | .

The past record of we’l product on in this territory unforfuna:ély docs
nct'conf;rm,xr,. danej"' estiron;‘ The p-esent opcratzve mellg are located
‘the bottom of Topaaga Canyo“. The under*ying *ock for**t;on zn thiu 3ection is
larpqu'?raﬁi e and W4te* produced is f“om toragc in poc?cuc figled bj dra.nagc
through fiusures and sbattcred or faulted format:onu. “These pocﬁetS‘may &t first
pumping produce a 1axim;m.of'onlj 20 ga_lon: per minute for a few m§ﬁ*hs’But soon

"occome drgined by continuousjpump;ns. The.s 10Tt record of water production 'rom
5the prescnt wells does no* there~orc'just"* the grartzng of & certific«te to
‘ocrve -all. of the tracts *eauested. .Powcver, since Topanga woods, or Trac‘ Vo. 6915,
has been served fo* so many year« last past a8 a part of the original ?out O ico

Tract, 2 certi’icate will . be grcqted to authorize the continuance oﬁ-scrvﬁcel

thereLn, In view of the obviou,-insuffic.ency of waterv:ﬁpply.the :quéstkfor_a

tificate in the inléted Qle Caryon T*acts No-. - Bl.and'N'. 7320lwill;be

dcnicc unm‘l such, time a3 suff iczent water tberefor 13 madﬂ awnilab;e.
| James L. Yiller and Sylvia U. Millﬂr tearil ed at the hpgr@ng reld in
- proceed&ng that they were ready and *lling to purcnase and'bpefate
mrs..hﬁney's water!p:ope:ties.t however, subseguent tovsubéission‘éf‘ihis” |
prqcceding,!the,cﬁfée agpliéanzs Liled a joiﬁt stipulationvvoiding theicontract
- of sale osk;ng +that the portion of thc applicat;on invo;vzng ‘the sale and transfer

be nithdrawn.

Likawive, since submigsion a written request was filed by Mhttielg. hdnqy

asking that the application for ‘a certificute to operate in Tract No. 39&&, called

Ly




Veteran VSprings Tfect;‘be Wi hdraxn since uhe has bcen unable ‘o obtain title to
' the‘water uystem ;nvolved the ein. , |

| Tne certi icmte of publiclconvénience and‘necessitj;éranted herein is
subject to the fol*owing provm _on of laws | o |

"That the Commission uhall k«vn no power 0. authorize the. capltalization
of this certificate of public converience and ﬁccesszty or tne rigrt to own,
operate or eagoy such certificate of public conmvenience and necessity in
execss of the amount (exclusive of 2ny tax or 2anual cnurge) ‘sctually paid
to the State as the considerction for the issuince of uch certific e of
public convenience. ead ne¢essity or xight.”

Applicat*on above enti edvand~aé amended hawing-been riled with the

Publie Utilities Comnission of tbe‘s ate. of Cdlifornéu, a public hearing Huviﬁg
 been hLeld thereon, the matter hcving been culy submitted and the Commission pow

being fully sdvised in the premis e,,

THE PUBLIC JTI TIES COwJ*SSIOV CF THE STAIZ OF CﬁuI ORNIA hereby
 declures that puolzc conve“ience dnd necosczty recuirc, and Will eﬁuzre, datedie E.
Haney, doing busine,s as TOpanga Canyon Public utl ity Watrer Systcm, 1o construest,
mnintuln und Operatc a public utmlit/ water system in Tract No. 69*5,,situateﬂin
Top&ngc Canyon, Los Angeles County, sasd ¢ act-contaﬁning approximatcly Zo'acQ
and more particularly del;neated upoﬁ the uap attached to the 4pplzcatior nere*n |
and which map is hereby made part-o hi* Order by rc’e*ence.

IT I8 HERdBY CRDERED as *ollow o ' o

That a certifiCate of pub ¢ comrenience ard neccssity be and it is.
hereby granted to.luttie E. Haney, doing business as Topange Cunyon
Public Uzility Woter System, to operate a public utility water

- systen for the dlotributio“ and sale of water within the tﬁrritory

' hereinbcfore descr“bcd. ' o S

: “rat EAttie E. haney, dc:ng business as. .qpanra Canyon Public btm.zty
Water System, be and she is hereby authorized to serve with. water
the territory hereinabove described at the rates established by the
Commission in its Decision No. 39201, issued Ju‘y'BO, 1946, and
subject to the rules and*regulations'now in effcct in Tracts ho. 7806
and No. 5910, Los angeles County. .




IT Is JERLBV FURTHER ORDERED that those ccrtazn orayere in the *nstdr‘
portiﬁns of the ¢pp.icat;on recuesting 2 ccrtif;cate of public convenience and
" neeessity for Tfa§ts 30-739Lh, No. 6131 and No. 7320, :os‘ﬁngc;gs County{,and for
authority to *ell’and tréﬁ#fef the water p:ope*tieélto Jaﬁn-‘L.‘xillér and'7
Sylvia M. Uiller, his vife, be and they ore he*ebj d.sm_ssed
‘The effective date of this. Order shaﬁl be twenty (20) days rrom and
-after the date nereo.. |

Dated at

Comml ione:sg

L '. v w_,
' . \r', " ’.
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