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Decision'No .. ___ 4 .... ( .... ~h_~_8..;,;9 ___ . ,", 

ll!:Fo;u; .TlG l'C"Bl.ICUZILlr...zs COMl!!SSION OF TIS ~z:::. OF c:.!.!?ORnA 

l 1§!J&!IIA£ In the ~latter ot ,the Application Of the 
People .of-the, State ot, California, on 
relat,ionof the ,CitY' of I.a Mesa-,toI' 
an order authorizu'S construc'tion ot ' 
'crcssing, at grade of a iederal Se,cond­
ary Project known eSAlvarado CC!!'y(.IJl 
Road, and thetraeks o.f the San Dic;o 
& Arizona ::=astern aailway CO:~a.:lYJ 
::'1 Cajon branc'h,. in "the City or La 
Mesa" COWlty,ofSan Diego, State ot 
Cal itornia. . 

" ' 

) 
) 
) Application No. 28347 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

In the Matter ot· the ~pplicat-ion ot ) 
the 'People ot the State ot' California, ) 
on i relationoft.b.e,Depart.o.ent-ofPub11c ) 
i~orks, t,or an' order au.thorizing; the con- ) Application No. 2'8418 
. strllction 01: a crossi::.g at grac.e 'of a - ) 
Federal Aid Se condary Highway and the .) 
tracks .ot tlleSan D1ego,~ Jl.ri2o:c.a ZasteI'!l) 
Railway (31 Cajon Bran'ell), in the 'City or) 
La Me,sa, San Diego County, Calitornia. ) 

~~rank B~ ,Durkee tor 'applicant in Application No. 28418. 
WO' RO' Jennings, City Attor.:leyot the City ot I..a l·,!esa, for a1'pl1-. 
cant in App11cati,on No •.. 2834~ •. ::. I.. E .. BissinQjer tor San Diego 
& Arizona Eastern ,Railwa.y, protestant'in ,both' applicatinns,; 
Thor:lasJ ... ·Fa!l..'ting, Deputy City Attorney :tor the City ot Sen Dic(;o, 
1nteres"Wed. party in '::l,oth appl'icatio.:.s.' 

, . .' . 

'0 1? ! N ! 0 N ... -.- ~ - - ~ 

. 'l;'b.e City ot La Mesa, ill Applica~ion No •. '28347, seeks to 

establish a grac.e cro'ss1ns, by constructing e, ci~y str'eet which 

will cross tpe': trackS' or the San Diego & Arlzona:! =:;astern aa11~Jay 
~. ' 

(Zl Cajo::l 'cran-ch,"at a po1nt,approxi::latelY 460, teet nortberly trot;! 
. <' ~ 

the intersecti~.tio~ 'so..i~ railroad trackz 3.:lcl U. S .. 'Highway eo .. 
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The Depart.ce:lt ot Public "CorkS of tlle State, or, California, 

in Ap;PlicationN-o~284le, seeks toeste.blish a grede crossing ~y 

constructing a ']'ederalAid. Secondary -F..igllway to be known 'as the 

Al varad.o Canyon Road 1 whlcll high'WaY will cross the tre,eks, of the 

&an ~ie~o &'Arizona !;aster:l. :aailVle,j (E1CaSon'branCll), at a point 

approxiclately ·,300 :teet northerly from the intersection o! said :-ai1-

road. tracks and U., S. Higllway 80. 

The Clatters were consoliciated ':o~ public hearing which 

we,shelc1. at San Diego, Cal itorn1a, on J'llly 22" 1947, before Exatlue:" 

Syphers. 

At tho hearing evidcnce was presented by the 'City of La 

Mesa indicating -tM t the proposed city street would be used to 

connect the City or 1a i!esa wi than industrial area which is· to be 

developeQ. tro::l ,e;ppr,oximately sixty acres of la!ldnow owned. by the 

city~' The plans call tor th~ establish::lent 0: light ,1nc.ilstries i:l 

that area. There are, at prescnt, no ir:lproved road.ways leading to 

this tract from the City ot- La Mesa, although the evidence indicate~ 

the poss1b i11 ty of cO!l.structing a street to the area without cr-oss-
" , ~. 

ing the railroad track •. At tbe intersection ofU. S. E1ghway 60 

and the San Diego &, Arizona ,EasteZ'!l Railway- trackS ,there is an 

overheae. bridge wb.i'ch is approx.i.!:Ja tely- 107 teet: in le!lgth. The 

railroad, tracks presently run under thc center 47 teet of ,thiS 

overhead bridge. Testimony indica,ted. tha t it -"Jould be possible 

to 'excavate under the easterly 30 teet. ot this bridge so' as to pcr­

mi t, tlle oi ty . street to go t,llerel.lO.der,. tAilS eli:ina.ting the neces­

s1 ty of crossing tb.erailroad t.racks. 

-2-' 



. A. 28347 e28416 - PJ' 

'rhe Depart~e.c.t of Public ~'[orks presented.' evidence as to 

the proposed' cO!l.strLlctio!l of the Alvarado Canyon Road... The exist­

i:lg plans calltor'a grade crossi.c.gat the point applied for; 1lo'W-
. , 

ever, the testi=:o.c.y indicated tb.e.t detini teo slll"veys,he,d not been: 

mac.ewith s' view. to avo1di:.g ·this grade crossing. One proposal in 

th.isconnection was ·that the proposed,Alva=ado Canyon Road 'be taken 
, . 

off U. S. Eiehway 80 at a point 'westerly 01' the existing grado sep­

are~ion, thereby avoiding the necessity for the proposed grade cross· 

ing •. The. test1:lony further indicated that· the ul~uate ple.c. CO!l­

wtlpl:ates constructio!l 01: a g=ade' separation at some ti.!:le i::. the 

future. Such a ,.separation is n'ot :lo·,r proposed 1:l.as!!lllch as the 

availeble fund.s are insLltt1cient to cover the cost.· .. . 

The evide:c.ce ttlrthcr indicated that, at the proposed' point 

" or intersection or the Alvarado Canyon ?.oad. with the t:acks ottb(), 

: San Diego & Ar1zo.c.a Eastern ~i1·lJay, tho visibility 'would 'be less 

than 400 teet·.. Und.er' suell conditions the California Vehicle Code, 
" 

Section 511(8')" rcqo.ires a speod of not .:::lore than 15 miles 8':' llot.l%'., . ... 4.·. 

Such a si tue t~on would dire ctly eontlie't with 'the p;oposcd use of , 

the Alvarado Canyon :aoac.'whic~, according to the testiclony .. was said 

'to· 'be a. trceway. Fu:-tb.err:.orc, under tho plans, the proposed I.e. l~e&j 
. ' 

street would in tcrsoctwitll .tb.o .Alvarado Canyon Roa~ ate point ap"-' 

proxi!llatoly 150 teet west ot tho grade crossing. 

The San Diego & ~rizona !astern Railway p:osentcd testi­

.clony in opposition to both ot, tho ,Proposedg:-ado crossingS and $U'O-
, . 

mittel! alternative 'plans ,tllorefor. 

In. view of thct'D-ct t~ t tllcro is an cxizti.:.g gre.dO sop-

era tion 'Vii tUn tho imclodiate arca, and in view ot the testi.coAY' 

,:::' 
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that complete Sl.lrvoj"s hac! not 'o~e!l :=-a de , it does not appear reason­

able to pcrr:it the establisli?ent 'o1'tW() grade crossings within 160 

toet 01' each other and both wi thin 450' toet 01' an ox1sti:l.g 'overhead 

sepa:atton. Thc)' present' bridge ot the grade separation app¢ars to 
, ' 

be adcqua teto handle the trattic of tho proposod Alvarado Canyon 

Road should it bo utilizedr,or the t purpose. 

The $.l)plications will be -denied without prejc.dice. 
, 

OR~ZR - .... -'~-

A public hearing having been held in the aoo7c-cntitlod 

procooc.ina:;: ana., tho Cot:l.Clizzion ~ei.':lg tully advisee., 

I'!' IS ,:B3R!.'BY ORD:;:::am: 

(1) That t,b.e application ~t thc City 01' La i1esa tor atl o:-der 
. , 

ao.thorizing constrr.;,ctiono-r a city stroot at grade across the track 
.' , 

01' the San Diogo 8.: 'A:-izona:Eastern ~ail'W8Y be, and it horobj" is, 

donied .. 

,(2) That the app1ic3tion of the Depart.oent of Public 11:orks 

or th.o Stete otCalito:-nia1:or an order authorizing thoconst::"uction 

of a Federal Aid Soconda,ry 'EighvJey to ~ knO"lr.l as il.l varado ,canyon 

:aoed, at grado" across the tracks of t:'e San Diego & . .Arizona' ~s,.tern 
, \ ~ 

Railway, b~ donied.' 
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The effoctive dato or this Order shall' be twenty (20) 

COMMIssNN:%,' 


