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BEFORE TEE PUBLIC U~ILI~IES COY~SS!ON OF TEE STAT£ OF CAL!~O~~ 
!n the matter or App'iicatlon of " 
SCUTEER.~.1)ACIFICCOM?A11JY tor an ) 
order authorizing construction at) 
grade of lndustr1al d.ri1ltraek ) 
across Santa Clara-Alviso Road in) 
San ttl qlara County,.' California.. ) 

Application No.. 28522 

E. J. FOtl"LDS, tor Applicant. 

O?IN!O!~ -,- - - - --
~here is now being developed the "Sa.nta Cla.ra Industrial 

Area" west 0'£ the Santa Cla.ra-Oaklz.ne.main line of' Southern ?o.ci!1c 

Comp,f) between K1t~r. .Road end !~rathew Street ~nthe City of' Santa, 

Clara. The Santa Clara-Alviso Road runs generally parallel:'t¢ the 

Santa.·Clara.-Oakland main line of the South&~ ?ac1:1c and approX1-
" , ' (2) ", 

metely 1,400 feet west. thereof. In the instant .o.ppllcatlonSoutl".ern 

. P8C11"1c requestsperm!.ssion to' install 'an 1ndus'trini ~rack', descri"oed 

a.s Crossing No. l~~ a.t grade ~cross Santa. Clara-Alvi~o Road about !:l1d.

,way between Martin S~reet a.nd' Wals:' Street tor 'the purpose"ot serving 
(3) 

areas west of sa.1d. h1ghway. 

The propo,sed. crossing is located about 1,100 teet south ot 

the crossing at grac.eautborlzed by the order inDecision No. 40050, 

datec.March 11,1947; 1n Application No. 28202. The ,two· 'tracks In-

, v~l·J'ed. a.re a~prox1ma,te1y paral1elw1 th each. otr.er. . The crOSSing lluth

or.1zed by Dec1s1on No~ 40050 was 'tor the extension or an industrial 

tro.ck to sex;.re pr.1mar11y the Owens-Corning F1'oregla.s C0r:90ra.'t10n, 

which 1s constructing a large plal'l't at the 1ntersection ot' K1ter Road 

end·'sa.1d Sa.nta. C·la;a-A:l.vlSO Road. 

(1) At the time or th~.· filing, ot the ",,:o11cat1on, t'bisterrl tory was 
unincorporated.. llOwever, recently .1 t has' been taken in ~s :l part 
of the C1 ty o! Santa C.lare. 

(2) , The area, and street syste:1nvolved is shown on E.xb.1b1tl, !1led. 
a t· 'the be sri ng~ , . . ' ." 

( '1') \ 
• I A public be$rin~ was; held in .. th1s :mAtter be~oreExam:1ner Eall on 

September, 2 in ,;lan:Franc1sco,' at wh1ch tloe the matter was cub
mi tted., tor deterc.1nat10n. 
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The track involved in this proceed1ng ',.,111 serve the 1nd.us-
, 

triel propertyp~t.'t·:een lio.lsh and. :.zart1n Avenue lind. west of the Sant2; 

Clara-Alviso RoCJ.d. It, appeared. troe tr..e record. thattb,1s property 

could not be econoo!.cally served by extending a trac~ trom those serv- . 

ing' the o.",ens-Corn1r:.g Fl'br~glas Corporation. 

~o the south ot this lndustrial area and west ot Santa Clara"': 

Alviso Road isa lD,rge .are~ which' could, ln the future, become lnd,us-

, tri~l. Witnesses for applicant. sho-"rthat lf, this propertysl'lot7,ld ever 

need spur'traCt; facilities it could 'be served by the track, herein in-

volved. ~1.thoutthe 'necessity or constructing a further track across 

5;3,10.' Santa Clara-Alv'i'so Road. The developer' or the property llssured 

the. Commiss1on ,that he would provide a right-o!-wa.yreservat1on along 

the west line of his property of sufficlent ~~~th tor a future track 
,. 

to be expDnded southerly to rea.e'b.,th1s 'Unde·.relopec. area. , 

A traffic' count was su"oo1 tted for the record. (Exblbl t l~o·. 2), 

showing that tor'the Z4-hour period tor August 2'7, 1947, ~~ 6:54 3utoOo-
'. . 

biles,. 842 trucks, 24. moto~ vehicles, 21 buses, 15 bicycles,' and 24 ' 
, , 

pede str1~.ns t~aveled 'along $$1d h1ghway. Tne tra1r.:taster :tor :::,p:911-

~ant testltled th.."tt the cOQpany proposed to se~e th1s er.tire terr!. tory 

w!. th one awl toh' ,?:,.gine and tha.t the two', crossings involved would not 

be occu::;>led .9t the,sa::le ,time and, !t:rtherrno:-e, the!.r 13m-tell crews woulci 

~M.nge,'sh1i"ts a.t about the t1::le of the morning ~nd evening peak travel' 
. ' 

tl.:r'.c. the refore would not ore.1nar11:r be working in tne', vicini ty of the 

C;':C'lss1ngs. ':rhere ~y, on occss1ons, be emergency s~-1 tcl'.dng e.ur1r.g the 
.' . 

. ?~~k periods. The pl~n ot opera::;1on, a.nc. tbe 'tr.'lcks $.re so l.nid-out .l .... 

p:':'l;Jv1d.es '£or only through movements over the cr,osslng, en~ ,all 1ndus",:, 

t-:y' em tch1ng would be dor.e wi thoil~ occupying the S$;n ta Clara~Al viso' 

RoO-d ... ' In other, wo~s,: there would be no shunting o! ears over sald. 

c~oss1ng. 
.' 

'r'he City' Engineer of the Ci.ty ,ot .Santa. Clara showed., by Ex- " 

~J.~,.bit No .. 4, the plans for h1ghway improve::lcnt in and. a.bO:ut'SMt.a Clare 
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and this industrial area. ' It is his contention and belie! that when 

these various, improvecents have "oeen completed .ouch .. o:r the present 

travel, now using the' Santa. Clara-Alviso Eoad woulc.· divert to,othe;r

core advantageous routes.. 

SO,me dis.cussion was had wi t~ re'spect: ~o the serv1r.g of this 

1ndustrial :plr"operty trom the Sao Jose-Sa."lEranc1sco coast line ot 
, , 

Southern Pacitic. . Servi,ce intlUs manner would require'. operating 
. . 

along the maln line tor a considers.ole d1sta."lce 'beyond. the 'swi telling 

limi t~ of Santa. Cl-5'ra, 'the cons·tr'.lction ot a long d.rill tra~ck and the . ' 

securlng of rights:"Of-ws,y through ~r!. vate prope~ty not owned or con

trolled 'by the owner or ,operator of tlle Santa Clara lndustrial area. 

This metl'lo'd ot: pe~ormlng swl tc!:.1ng service, ln 2.pp11c·an't f '$ opin1on,' 

would "oe neither econo::ical, conven'ient, nor expedi tious~ 

After a review of the entire record. in this p~oceed.1ng; we 

a.re convinced. the tracks a.s, proposed. are neces·sary. tor' the d.evelopment 

of the' San.taClara Industrial Area.. Tr..e' a.pplicant, hO't .... ever, is placed 

on notice that as this ind~str1al'area grows west ~t t~~ Santa ,Clara~ 

Alviso Road., 1-t mUS.t plan 1tstrack, developcent to avo1d·!uture cross-

1ngs over tll1srelat1vely important highway ... '"Ne w1ll grant the ap;p11-
I '. • 

cation provided. tr..a.ttb.e orossing be protected 'byautomatio' ~1gn3ls 

as hereinafter spec1t1ed ... 

ORDER --------
A ~uo110 hearlng haVing ~en held and tne matter oeing under 

suomi s slon,. 

IT IS FZ..zBY O?.DE?..ED tha.t Southern Pacit'ic CO::lpany .1,s ~utb.-~ 

orlzec. to construc'tone- ~1·1l track at grae.e across· Stu1'ta ,Clara-AlViSO 
, , 

, P.o.o.d 'In So.nta. 'Cla.ra at the .location referred 'to and. described. in the 

application FJ.S CrOSSing No ... ·.1, to, be identified as Cross1ng 'No,.' 

1-44.5-0. Applic8,nt shall bear entire-construction' and maintenance 

"-3- l' 



• • 
expense. Construction o! sa.1d. cros$1ng shB.ll be equal or, super10r to 

Standard No. 2 or G. O. No. 72, without superelevat10n D;!'lQ. 0: 8. w1dth 

:. to conform to the. portion or the stree't now gre.ded, with tops of rails 
, .. 

flush w1th roadway, ~nc with gredes otap~roach not exceeding one per 

cent. Protection shall be by two St~.ndarC., No. S crossing. s1gnclls 

(G.O. 75-B). Pl"ns and. descr1pt10n of method ot, operat10,it o!stJ.14 

signals sr-..9l1 be filed wi th the CO.cl.:niss!.on pr10r to 1nstttlla,t10n. 
n', 

Pen:d1ng theinstall~tion of $'aid s1gr.3ls, but!ora pe~od no't/ 1n ex

cess of· six months from the etfect1ve date of this order, 3Pp11cant 

ma.y operate trains over said cross1ng p!ov1ded all trains, er..gines or 

cars ~rebrou~~t to nstop before passing over thecross1ng, and trDt-

1'1c on the highway 1s protecte<i by a flagman. 

W'1 th1n 'th1rty de.ysafter cO:::lpletion pursuant to, this order, 

a.pplicant sha.lls,o adv1se the Comm1ss1,on 1n· .... -rit1ng. This autl"..or1ze

t10n shz.ll becomevo1d 1:' not exerc1sed Within one year, unless.t1me 

be ex~.ended, or 11" o 'cove , conditions. ~.re not comp11ed "4th. Author1ztl.

tlon may be revoked or cod1fled.·1t :public 'convenience, necessity or 

safety so require. c4Tb.18 .o.rder shall be 

d$'te hereot~ " , '//' /J 
" DlI.ted .~t~d&t) . ' . or .' 

effective twenty dsys!roQ the 
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