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Decision No.' 40868 

BEFORE niE PUBLIC UTILITIES C01l;MlSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

) 
In the Matter of the Application of ) 
DANIEL VI" HILDERERAN'l', al~" known. as ) 
D.' W.' Hilderbrant, tor Certificate ot ) 
Public Convenience and Necessity to ) 
~perate a water public utility.' ) 

--------------------------) 

Application No.· 28646 

E. I. Feemster, for Applicant. 

Bradley & Bradley, by N. F. Bra.dley, for Roy Marshall, 
interested party. 

. '. 
Earl B. Ingrim, for Tulare County Planning Commission. 

Crime Satterfield, for Farmersville Chamber of Commerce. 

Daniel W: 'Hilderbrant, also known as D. \,i. Hilderbrant, engaged in the 

business of.3upplying water tor domestic and other purposes to the inhabitants or . 
the unincorporated community of Farmersville, Tulare County, asks the Commission 

. for a certificate of public convenience and necessity to operate a public utility 

water system in that certain p?rtion of Farmersville, compri~ingabout)) acres, 

indicated on the map filed in evidence in this proceeding as Exhiclit NO.4, be.ing 

an amendment to the map identified as Exhibit "0" originally filed as part of the 

application herein. 

A public hearing in this matter was held at Visalia. 

Mr. Hilderbrant began serving water to his own property and Brundage t s 

Subdivision in 1929. At first the s,ystem was supplied by gravity from a small tank 

and pump driven by a two-horsepower motor but this equipment was soon replaced by 

a prezzure ~ystcm with a turbine pump and three-hor~epower .motor. Early in 1947, 

!I. new well) pump and fi ve-horse~wer motor were in:ltilled and put into ~ervice. 

County permits were obtained on July 19, 19;5, and on !Jay 2" 19;9', when'it became 
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necessary to lay pipe lines under and acros~ the county roads. At the present 

tim.~ water is pumped into a 750-gallon tank, where pressures between 48 and. 68 

pounds per square inch are automatically maintained7 and i~ then di~tributedto 

~bout 76 consumers through approximately 47080 feet of mains, varying in size from 

one to four inches in diameter. 

At the hearing, appllcant supplemented his application by requesting the 

Commi~sion to establish a schedule of rea~onable flat rates for all classifications 

of water service being rendered from his 5,Ystem. He also 8$ked that a schedule of 

rates for metered service be authorized" ~lthough he plans to continue supplying' 

water servic~ at flat rates ~d to install meters only where future circumstances 

may warrant their use. At the present time, applicant is rendering service at the 

following schedule of flat rates: 

1. Sir~le family service • • • • • • • • • • • • 

2. Cabin Court service: 
(a) - Courts of not more than 4 c~bins ' 
(0) - Courts of 5 to 10 cabin~ ••• • 

. . 

. . 

Per Month 

$1.50 

2.00 
.3.00 

Applicant testified t~t he does not want to extend water ~ervice to 

subdivisions located beyond the present area of his service ~ his water supply 

and pipe lines cannot provide adequate and satisfactor.y service under such 

conditions unless the entire system is replaced with larger facilities. 

The present capital investment was estimated at $8,.399 by applicant; 

however, this figure incluaes lana ana buildings not' used in"the waterb~~~ss ana 

omi ts the value of the old well and the pressure tMk. 

In a report presentca by Ur. J. D. Reaaer /'one of the Commission's 

engineers, he estimated the original cost of the fixed capital to be $5,246. He 

~lso estimated the revenue at the present rates and expenses for the year 1947 at 

$1,,4.88 and $11198, respectively. Using these figures 7 the estimated rete of 

return for 1947 would be about 5i%~ 
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Counzcl for Mr. Roy Mar~hall indicated that his client would like to have 

applicant extend water zervice to bis new subdivision located north of the proposed 

service area but would install his own system if necessar,y. 

Mr. E~l B. Ingrim, County Planner .. stated that his commission would 

prefer to have one comprehensive water sy~tem developed for the Whole area. ~t 

the pre:;cnt time many residents have their own :s~llo'W wells and the community is 

now becoming so denzely populated that there is serious danger of contamination 

from sewage es there is no central sewage disposcl system. 

Mr. Gene Satterfield, representing the Farmersville Chamber of Commerce, 

testified that hi:; organization has proposed the for.mation of a public utility 

district for th~ immediate purpose of constructing a sewage disposal system. He 

stated that it does not contemplate developing it:; own water supply but would 

rely on some public utility for 'Water service; however, it is highly desirable to 

have mains lllrge enough to provide adeq,uate tire protection along with good 

domestic and commercial service. 

One consumer, ReV'erend C. C. V:;;.n Leer, sperudng tor him"elf and his 

church people, testified that prior to the i~tallation of the new five-horsepower 

pumping unit the water pressure was at times very inadequate. Although the service 

is since much improved, the pressur~ is never very strong because or ~e great 

length and small diameter of the pipe line~~ 

The record shows that the pre~cnt rates are yielding a fair return on 

npplicant 's investment. 'X'he rll tes established in the :following Order include minor 

changes in the present schedule to eq,ualize the charge" for certain classes of 

service in conformity with the estimated quantity or W"<:iter consumed and also will 

include ~ schedule or meter rates tor use on com=ercial services where flat rate" 

cannot be equitably applied or when it become~ necessary on domestic services to 

check ~ece"s~ waste or water. 

No other public utility water system. is operating in or adjacent to this 

territor,y. The evidence indicates that public convenience and necessity require 
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th'~ granting of the certificate requested herein. Applicant.' s request. that the 

ce:t"'tirieatecl area or service be limitecl at pre:lent to the central. portion ot the 

town, as indicated "n Exhibit I., appears re.:tsorulble in order to adequately serve 

th,~ J:)resent and prospective consumers therein. 

The certitic~te of public convenience and necessity granted herein is 

subject to the follOwing provision of law: 

"That the Commission shall have no power to aut.horize the capitalizat.ion 
01' thi:l certificat.e of public convenience and. necessity or the right too'Wn, 
operate or enjoy such certificate of public convenience and necessity in . 
excess of. the amount (exclusive 0:- any tax or annual ch.n-ge) actually paid 
to the State ~s the consicie~ation for the issuance of such certificat.e of 
pUblic convenience and necessity or right." 

ApJ:)lication as entitled above h~ving been filed with the PUblic Utilities 

Commission of the State of CalifOrnia, a public he~ing hQving been held thereon, 

the matter having been duly submitted and the Commission now beinS tully adVised 

in the premises 1 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~~SSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA hereoy 

declares th~t public convenience ~d necessity require, and will require, the 

operution of ~ public utility water syste~ by Daniel W. 3ildcrbrant in that 

portion 01' the t,mincorpor.:lted community of Farmersville, in Tulare County, 

indicated on the map filed as Exhibit 4 in thi~ proceeding, which map is hereby 

~den part of this Order by reterence. 

IT IS HffiEBY ORDERED as follows: 

1. That a certiticate of' public convenience and necessity be and it is 
. hereby granted to D.:::.niel W. Hilderbrant, also lmown as D. W. Hilderbrant, 
to operate a public ~tility tor the distribution and. sale of w~ter in 
the territory hereinbefore describecl.: 

2. That Daniel ~.;. H:U.dcrbrant is hereby aUthorized and directed to file 
in quadruplicate With tr.is Commis.sion~ 'within: thirty (.30) <iays from 
the date of' thi~ Order, in conformity with. the Commission's General. 
Order No. 96,. the follo .... 'ing schedules of rates to be chArged ror. 
water serviCe! rendered to his c~stom~rs', wh1e"h' schedules or rates 
are hereby f'ound to be just and re3~oria.ble ror the service to be 
rendered; any incre~ses in rates or charges authorized by this decision, 
over and. 3bove those now being charged by applicant, are hereby round 
to be justifiecl .. 
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Schedule No.1 

FLAT RATES 

App).icabilit;v: 

~p~lie~ble to all unmeasured water service. 

Territory: 

In th.lt portion or the unineorporll.ted eommuinty or Farmersville, 
Tulare County, as indicated on the map or Farmersville included as part or 
this Order. ' 

Rate~: Per Month -
For single family c.welling" to include the irrig~tion 

of 2,,500 s~uare feet of garden • • .. .. • • .. .. .. .. ... 'il.,O 

For e~ch hou~e trailer or tent, when used as a dwelling" 
not incj"uding any irrig3.ted area .......... . 1.00 

For are", irrigated in ac.di tioD to that included with 
above dwelling or house trailer rates during the 
months ~8y to October, inclu~ive, per 100 square feet .05 

For eOlch WOlter cooler, without circulating system" 
adCitionil charge during months of use •.•.•.• 

For e~ch,w.lter cooler" ~~th circulating system, 
addi tioncl ch.:trge during months of use .. ' .... . .. 

For each ~dditional house or apartcent served through 
a single service .. .. .. .. .. ..' • .. .. .. • • • .' .. 

For each addition31 roo~" cabin or tent, without 
plumbing" when occupied. ' ............... '. 

For commercial or indu~tri",l use, ~ccording to 'use, 
to be determined by meter or otherwise and not 
to exceed the meter rates herein established. 

Schedule No.- 2 

Applicability: 

Applic~blc to ill measured' water service. 

Territory: 

. .. .40 

.... .20 

. .. 1.00 

. . .. 

In th~t portion of the unincorporated community of Farmerville, 
Tulare, County" as indicuted on the map of Farmersville included ~. ~.lrt ot 
this Order .. 
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Schedule No. 2 - Continued 

METER RATES 

~: . Fer Meter 
Per Month 

Minimum Chnrges: 

For 51B-inch meter • • • • • • 
For 3/4-ineh meter • • • • • 
For l-inch meter, ••••• 
For l!-inch meter • 
For 2-inch meter • 

. . ... . 
.,~ .. . . . · .. · .. 

. E~eh of the foregoing ,,~ Ch.?.rge:J" will entitle the 
COZl3umer to tr.e Cj,uanti ty of water which that monthly 
~~nimum charge will purc~se nt the following "Quantity 
Rates": 

Quantity Rates: 

First 700 cubic feet, or less 
Next 3,300 c~bic feet"por 100 cubic feet 
Over 4,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feet 

. . . 
· . 

$1.40, 
1.70 .• 
2.00 
3 .. 00 
5.00 

$1.40 
.15 
.10 

3. That Daniel ';;. hilderbrant, wi thin thirty (30) d<.tys after 'the 
effective date oftr~s Order 1 shall file four sets of rules and 
regulations governL~ relations with his consumers, each set of 
which shall contain a suitable map or . sketch, Crnvln to an indic~ted 
scale upon a sheet 8~ x 11 inches in size., indicating thereon the 
service ~rea and the location thereof wi~h reference to the 
surrounding territory; proVid.ed., however, th~\t suct m.?p or sketch 
sr~l not be construed as a final dete~tion or establishment, 
in whole or in pCtrt, of the dedicated area of service. 

4. That. Daniel fie Hilderbrant .. witr.in sixty (60) days after .the 
effective dcte of this Order, shell file four copies of a 
comprehensive map or sketch, drawn to an indiC<'lted scale of not 
less than 400 !eot to the ineh1 delineating eorree~ thereon by 
appropri~te :w.rkings the vario~ tracts of land. in the territory 
served. S\lch a m~p should be re:.sonably accurate, show the source 
and ante thereof, ~nd include sufficient data to determine clearly 
and. defin1te~ the location of the v~ious properties comprising 
the entire utility ~rea of service; provided~ however, that such 
filing sh~ll r.ot oe construed as a final dete~tion or ... 
establishment, in Whole or in part, of the dedic3ted area of service. 

For all other purposes the effective date of this Order shall be twenty 

(20) d.~s from and after th~ dcte hereof. 
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D.tcdat~ 
1Z~i.eAI , 1947 •. 

. ¥--a.., 
, Cali!' ornia , 'this - cl.1y, of 

Commisdoner~. . 


