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Decision No. 4G902 -------
BEFORE THS ?UBLIC trTILITI!.S COi·:r·:rSSION OF THE STAT!. OF CALIFOR.."n:A 

In the Y~ttcr of the A~~lication of ) 
ROB!:?T J. UTZ. a!'l individual, dOing ) 
business as BLYTHE TRANS?CiTATION CO., } 
for a certific~te of public convenience:} 
~nd necessity authorizing the operation) 
of ~ ~asseneer staee business between ) 
Blyt~e) Californie., <lnc. Midland, ) 
C~lifornio., serving ~ll intermediate ) 
?oints over ~nd~lone s?ecified ro\:.tes.) 

A~~lication No. 28675 .. 

Ap!'lieant proposes to operate a passenger s.tage service 

between Blythe and .llidland, Cttlifornia, via Hobson ~'iay, North· 

Lovekin Avenue in Blythe, thence via North Lovekin Avenue and 

Midland Ro.'lc' to i·iidl~.nd. S<::rvicc is proposed to all intermediate 

points. 

It is all~eed that the popul~tion of !/Jidl~nci is approxi

~tcly 800, the popul~tion of Blythe is ap~roxin'.atcly 4,000, ruld 

there ~.rc r?.nches ~.nd other !,oints of hc..bitation along the proposed 

route" ,'3,nc ths.t the ·'lrcas ·-::I.re presently incr~'lsing in population. 

There is no o.v~il'J.bl\,;; service by :notor vehicl~. The only public 

~asscnger service ~t all is ~ co~bined p~ssengcr ~~d freight service 

by r<9.il, furnish~d by'The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway CO!ll

~any, consisting of one tr~in a day in each direction. The popula

tion of l~Iidlanc.) Cc.lifornia, is made up l.:trgely of employees or the 

u. s. Gypstllll Company. ThesE; people t as Nell c.s those 11 ving at 

intermcd1D.te points bctwc.;;n i·Iidland ."nd Blythe" go to Blythe for 
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shopping and recreational purposes. Also, the school children 

trcwcl from Midland to Blythe 'to attend school ina.smuch as there 

arc no school f~cili tics at l·Iidland. 

A,plicant proposes a service ,..,hich \-r.i.ll meet the ~fore

mcntioned ne~ds. The application is support~d by the ?~lo Vcrd~ 

Chombcr of Commerce at Blythe, the U. S. Gypsum Company at ~lidland, 

the Palo Verde Unified School District ~t Blythe, and thcPol1ce 

De,art~cnt of the City of Blythe. 

The distance between the two cities is 22 miles and appli

cant ~roposes a running time of 45 minutes, having three schedules 

daily in e~ch direction. Applicant proposes to est~blisb one-way 

f~rcs which will bc published in his own t~riff, of 50 cents for 

~dults, 25 cents for children 6 to 12 years), and no ch~rgc for 

chi1dr~n under 6 y~ars. A school f~re of 25 c~nts one way will be 

cst.::.blishGd for .:loll school children and, in addition, applicant pro

poses to issue ~ nontr~nsfcrable commutation book of 25 rides for 

~lO, said book to be good for 90 days from the d~t~ of purchase. 

In ac.dition to these f.<:I.rcs applicant proposes a zone between B1yth~, 

Californifl., o,nd t~e intersection of Midland rto~d a."1d the right 01" 

~~y of The Atchison, Topeka & Sp.nta Fe Railwuy Comp~y, apprOximate

ly eight mil~s north of Blythe. The proposed one-way fares for this 

area, designated as Zone 1, arc: adults, 25 cents, children 6 to 12, 

10 cents, ~nd ehildr~n under 6, no ch~rg~. 

In the propos~d service app1ic~t alleges he will use a 

1936 ceb-ov~r-engin~ Ford bus ha,1ng a capccity of 30 passengers. 

He h~s had experience in the operation of this bus in conducting 

do con tract servi ce ,,;i th th(;: U. S. Gypsum Company, for th(:: transpor

tation of their employees. 

-2-



e 
A. 2e675 - FJ 

.A.p:,lic~nt hc.s submi tt<;:d ,;t fin.;':lcial statement showing a 

net ~:.rorth of t6, SOO. !;"c only 0 blisa tiO:1 sho\01n is c. long-term 

mortgqgc, in'the ~ount of ~1,400, on his real prop~rty. 

There is no opposition to these proposals from The Atchi

son, Topck~, ~nd S~nt~ Fe R~il~y Comp~~y nor from the ?~cific 

Greyhound Lines. 

According to the rt..'cord applic~.."t 'is willing and .~blo 

to conduct the op~r~tion h~re propos~d. 

Upon full consideration of this matter W~ arc of the opin

ion ~nd find tn~t tne ~st~blishment ~nd op~r~tion of a passenger 

st~gc service" cs reo.u~st~d h~rcin is in the public int~rest and, 

tnercforc, the 3pplicction ~~ll be gr~.."ted. A public h~~ring is 

not :1cccss,~ry. 

Robert J. Utz is hereby pl~ced upon notice that opera

tive rights, as such., do not co:ls":itut~". cl::..ss of property which 

may be capit~lizcd or used es ,~.." ~lcmcnt of v~lue in r~tc-rixing 

for cny ,~ount of ~oncy in excess of th~t originally p~id to th~ 

St~tc ~s the consideration for tnc gr~nt of such rights. . ASide 

from th~ir purely ~~rmissive ~s,cct, they extend to the holder a 

full or '.lrti~l mO:i.opoly of a class of business over n p,lrticular 

route_ This nonopoly f~~turc rr.~y be changed or destroy~d at any 

time by the St~te) which is not in ~ny respect limit~d to the num

ber of rights which may b~ given. 
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A"lic~tion h,'lving been :n:.dc in tht: abov\:-~nti tlcd l!l~tter ' 

':.nd the CO:"ll':lission being fully' ~c.vised. .:'l.nd finding: tha.t public con-

vcnicncc ~nd nGcccsity so roq~iro. 

IT IS G?.D)::aED: 

(1) Th~t c certific~t0 of public conve~icnce ~nd necessity' 

be, ~nd it hereby is, er~tcd to Robert J. Utz, ~n indiv1du~1, 

authorizing the· cstablishl':lent =:.nd. opcrc.tion of :. scrvic~ e.s 0. p~,s

senger st.:.gc corpor'::.tion PIS th:-.. t tern is c.cfini,,;d in Section :2~ of 

the ?ublic Utili tics :~ct, f:or the tr:.nsport.::.tion of persons ·md 

their bnr~:).gc bc:wce:n Blythe :::.nd !·:idJ~.~"ld, C,~lifor:'lia •. 

(2) Th~t in ,rovidint service pursu~nt to the ccrtific~tc 

~crcin gr~ntcd, Robert J. Utz, ~n individu~l) sh~ll comply with ~nd 

observe the follo .... rine servic~ rcgul.~tions: 

(b) 

( c) 

A~~lic~nt sh~ll file ~ ~Tittcn ~ccc~t~nce of the 
ccrtifie~tc hcrci':'l t::r:""ltcd wi t.hin a: !'<.riod of not. 
to exceed thirty (30) d.?ys fro:l tl'lc effective 
d.:'.tc hereof. 

A~?lict.nt sh~ll, v:ithin sixty (60) d:tys from the 
effective d~te hereof ~nd upon not less th~ one 
(1) d.:'.y's notic\;; to the CO!!Zlissio:l ~ndthc public, 
ost.:'.blish the service h(:rc.in .:.uthorizcd ."!1nd COtl
ply ~,;j.th the ,rovisions of G(;ncr.:"l Order No.: 79 
~nd P~rt IV of Ccncr~l Order'No. 93-A by filing) 
in ~riplic~t.;, ~nd concurr~ntly me.kin.g e.ffcctive., 
t.':lriffs and ti:n.;;. schcdule:s s~tisf:.ctory to the 
Commission. 

Subject to th.~ ,:1,uthority of this Comtlission to 
Ch.~.l,.gC or :nodif) .. such o.t ~ny ti:n~, Robert J. Utz 
shoUl conduct s:;.io. p<lsseng~r st~gc opc..r.l~ionover 
~.nd :::long the follo .... -ing describc..d route:. 

Corn!'ncneing :'.. t the intc.rsc.ction of Hobson ~~·ay 
& R:=.i1ro:.d Av€;nuc in Blythe, th~nc(; via Hob
son :i'2.Y,' North Lovekin Av<::onuc ~c. !,u.dla...'"lci. 
Ro>:'.c to LiCJ.1nd; returning over tnli.. sao~ rout~. 
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The effect.ive. dr.t.t;. of t.his ord.;;.r sh~ll be t,,;enty (20) 

d.lYS from the d.:tc" hr~~£t? . ~ 

111· D"tcd ~t~~, Cliifornio., this I')' - do.y 

of.' -4 ~ ) 1947. 

Ld:~ 
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