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BEFORE Tl-::E PU3LIC D'':'IUTIES COt:·:XSSlmr CF THE STATB OF CAllFOPJrIA 

I--: tol...c matter of ~:pp1ica:t.!.on o~ 
A.· .. '.:;re'rr B .... chels, owner of Sachels 
iV.~:I:.·;:l" ?,i'''ht for pe-.ission ":.0 . 
discontinue service 0: ~p?lying 
~~ter to school ~ncl reoidences of 
(;.jod.year~ .B:".r,' S'ier:-a Countj i 
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A.."ldrew B~c.'els ow!'!.s ~"ld operat'Js .!l public '..!tility vr~ter ::;y~e~ suppl~ 

Sierra County, end L~ this proceeding asks the Co~~ssion for ~~ order a~thorizing 

hi.':l. to Ci::continuc water ser\"ice. 

A public hc.n..ri.''lg in this matter wa.s held before E,.v"o.:niner r:?cKcll at 

GooC:year~ Bar. 

The resid.ento of tl':.e old ci.r.ing cor. .. :n::;.."'lity of r.-ooeyears Bar for a great 

numb.er of yett.:rs lnst past have been :ru.:;:-plied ~·.ith wo:tcr averted. principally from 

i'!oodruff Creck, a tributar"; of the ~Jort:'l Fork of t:.,e Yubo. River~ This watcr is 

delivered throu,P',h ditches <:!.."'ld nu:les to the cor. S\lI:lcrs· in. tOV/tl who instilled and 

maintained their own connect.ions or T.c./.C ... outs ~o the ditch: App1ic~t' s rig~t to 

waters in ~'\oocL""Uff Creek e::anates fro!!'. th.e Stewart and Shreiber i'later Hight which ,. 

was aceuired November 29" 1902, fro=t H. E. Kennedy by P~ul Bachcls, fat."lcr of 

applicant herein. Throueh c~j~ciic~tio~ in t~e ~erior Court of the State of 

California, in and :for the Co~ty of Sierra, b:.- court decree enterec. on the 19th day 

of :.7ay, 1920" the Stewart a::.d Shriber (Schreibor) ~"iatcr Right wns declared to be the 

first . right to the waters of :'.oodruff Creek,; c·onsisting of t.he right to divert a 

portion of' the W.:l,tcrs of :said strca.."l1 for dom.cotie Md il-riga.tion purposes ::lot 
~ 



Goodyears 3ar, 8.."lcl. co::.firmeci to ?.:lul Bac.'1.e:i.s, owners..~ip or an 1J.'"ldi vic!.ed three­

fourths interest thereil'l ~"ld owners.'".iip of an ur:divided t~ree-qu.arters, ~"ltcrest in 

al'ld to the Stewart & Snriber (Schreiber) Ditch. The remaining undivided one-fourth 

interest in the ditch system has noW' been acquired b:r C. G.Johnson, also the owner 

of the Sunset Water ?:Lent ~"ld Ditch, entitling the owner thereof to divert not to 

exceed 2 mine:-' s inches from "i.:oodruff Creek. These latter two interests do not 

appear to be involved in t~e issues of this proceeding. :,irs. l'.aric A. Yiright, 

owner of the Kennedy Ranch at C',.oodyC:lr~ Bar, p1.l.'nPS water for domestic: purposes !rom 

applica."lt's clitch 'U."lc.er rights reserved to said Ken."ledy R<;.nch at the tiJ:lc Paul 

Bachels purchased the ditch systc:l from, H. :-r. Kennedy. 

~e present distribution sys:.crn. no~'; consists of about 500 feet or 12-inch 

by 12-i."l.ch wood !':i.u.":le ::md 2,,500 i'ect of ditch vcl.ued at $l,4.'JO by ""p!)lictlnt. Most 

0: tho flume is prlctic~ly vrorn out ~~d at least 300 teet thereof needs immediato 

r¢placo~¢nt, ~G ~ost ot the ~tor is lost tnrough tr~s section, c~usine a shortage 

of water in tl1C main portion or Good~pc~s Ear. The rc\"er".ucs collected at the 

prc30nt rate o~ one dollar par mon~h per eon~or 3mOunted to $:06 ~or 1946 ~d 

expenses wero estir.latcc. to be $17~ ~or th¢ sa::ne !,>criod. Al'plicant clai .. n.s tha.t 

under S1;.ch conditions rebuild.:L."lg the nur:tes is out of the ctuestion. 

1~~. 3ae~ols tc$tified t~~t for several yoars la~t past ronny of her 

formor eon~u.":lcr::: hn,vc discontinued tho use or water !rom tho c!itch :l."l.c. ~'lt3.vO 

l.."l:rto.llcd independent water sys'tc:ns. }~y of the residents of GoOdyc~s BiU' have 

obt.'1incd pcrmit~ frol'!'l the Divisio!'. of t'illtar Resources c.uthor1zi.."l.g the diversion or 

wators !'rom Woodruff Creek. s.:.verol !:'\.':.ch rcrmits he.vc b~en gt'nntcd by the Division 

over the protests of f..."l.drew 3~chc::'s. 7he ~.cc'U:lula.t:'ot.s of the~c i:'ldopendent 

diversions apparo:'lt!y h:!.vc ~~riously i!1~crforcd \';it". the wa:t¢r :mpply or tho 

B"chols 1';atcr Rieht" espcci.'l..Uy i."l periods of lo~': flo';: of the creck and during 

YC<ll"S of su'onor::'..ll rv.no!f. :..rr::. 3.::.c!'1cls stated that bcc6.usc of the costs involved, 

it did not appear to be feasiblo to zoek L"l.junetivc relicf i..~ the civil courts 

aga.inst adverso appropriation:::'. 
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The evidence inCic.::.tc~ that :na.."ly i'o~cr co!':.sumcr~ .... ·ho !'lave i:'lstallcd 

independent W<!l.tcr systc":tS for their o"~ private '.lSO have done so because of the 

run-down C-"l.d d.ilapiCAted condition of a,plic.:mt' s ditc:"les ~nd flUIr.e: 1 wl"'.ich no 

lonGer arc in a condition to c<;.rry sdi'icient w'ater during the ·l~te sum.er a."ld fall 

months to supply adeCi\tate1y tile needs of all conS\!:ners ser.·cd. There are" however, 

a considerable nu.'T\bc!' of water usors i':ho do not e.a.t'c to cxrend the money which 

would be required to install i:1c.cpenc.e:1t <3.."ld indi"."iciual wate:- systems ~or domestic 

and lawn and garden irrieation use. It is obvious, however" that with the small 

nu.-nbcr of conS'U!:lers remaining o.."ld no' .. : p.:l,J'ing the no:ninal charge of $1,.00 per rnont~" 

applicant c~ot eVC:1 ~eet the out-of-pocket costs of oper~tio:1" vmich necessi~te~ 

:.:tinly expensive !l\lIlle repair::;. 

Durin~ the course of the hcar:"ng i."l this matter it seemed advi:sable to 

save this long established wa:'er rig.."lt for the use of' the people in Goodyears B<lr 

and for the i'utllre new residents whic."l it ~.ppea.rs -:;ill be quite substantial in 

number in the very i:n!'l\cd.i:lte futuro. To this e.."ld it was ~ggested that the 

con:su.~ers discuss a. pla.."l for the mu":uc.l o?eration of" this utility' for their 

own protection., or for the fomation 01" a locel. cou."'l.ty watel"'l'lOrks district,. Ample 

time was given to the wl):t.cr usc!"s nnd the o\'ID.crs of t.'1is 'system t.o determine upon 

some fin.:-.l policy. Howc·/e:-, the Co::mrl.ssion ha.s not been informed that tho 

negotiations have resulted in r..."lY concrete plan for such a type of operation.. 

Thcrei'ore, in order to prcservo this water for the use of the existing consumers 

end in order to provide ~uffieicnt revenue to prevent operation at nn out-Of-pocket 

loss, it scc~ advis.:lble to authorize the utility to i..,cr~~$e the chnrgos for water 

c.crvice, Furthermoro, m.:.ch rntes ~hould be o.lsed upon ~ nnnull.l chnrgo, r.:t.th<:r t."lan 

th~ present monthly ro.tc wherci."l ~ fow consu":lers" occup;r:L"lS their premises for a. few 

months only during a year, ho.ve failed to kocp up t~c:t.r ·.fair proportional share of 

the upkeep of thi:3 S~~!'ltc!'!\.. The rcvcnue~ .... tich will bc derived hcro~ftor should 

enable Fr. Andrew Bachcls to rc-po.ir the nurnes Cond plllco thom in an operating 

condition sufficient to pNvent the present groat loss of water through lca.~ngc •. 

In the event other conSU,':lers discontinue servicc from this utility and decide to 
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provide independent sources of supply for themselves from further adverse diversions 

from Woodruff Creek, the co~~~ty of Goodyears Bar will lose it3 established and 

dedicated wJ:;.ter right and thi3 Com.'ll!.$::::i.on will have no altern:ltive other than to 

permit discontinu~nce of ~ublic utility service. It is to be hoped that all 

partie~ concerned will cooperate to =ske this final e!fort to save the utility water 

ORDER 

Applic~tion ~s ent~tl~d nbov~ having been filed with this COmmis3ion, a 

public hearing having beer. held t~ereor., the matter having been submitted and the 

Commission now being fully ini'or:r.cd in the premises, 

IT IS HEREBY FOU~u AS A FACT that the r~tes now charged by Andrew ~ehcls 

!or domestic (md irrigl;ltion W<1ter delivered to: consumers at Goodyears Bar, ~ierra 

County, are unjust and ~~eas~n8.ble in so far as they differ from th~ rates herein 

established; that the rates herein estaoli3heq. are ju~t and rea3onal:>le rate3 to be 

charged for the ~ervicc rend£red; thnt t:'e increase in r~te$ authorized by thi$ 

decision is hereby found to be justified; and~ basing its Orqer upon the foregoing 

findings of fact and upon further st,~to;;:nents of fact contained in the Opinion which 

precedes tr~s Order, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDE::'..ED th.:.:.t Ar.drt::w Bachels be and he is hereby authorized 

Md directed to file .... ith the Pub::'ic Utilities Commission of the State of Calif0rni:.rl, 

"Jithin thirty (30) days from the date of tr.is Order, the following schedule of 

rate3 to be churged for all water ~crv1ce rendered on and after Deceml:>er 1, 1947: 

Scr.eciule No.1 

A.\'NU;J... CHARGES 

;"o-.:llicability: 

Applicable to all domestic al'l.d irrigation water service .• 

Territory: 

In and in the vicinity of Goodyears Bar., Sierra County. .. 

R.'ltes: Per Year 

For residence and l~t... • • • • • • • •.•.• ,. ,,,.. • • • • .., $30.00 

Ar.nual charge for calendar year is due January first of ~ach ye~, 
payable in advance. 
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IT IS r-rmE3Y FURTrrER ORDERED ~~~t the request of k.-.e:rcw B~chcls for 

~uthorit~. to discontinue :public utility wato:, s'!rv;'cc to con~ers in GooCyears Wr, 

County of Sierrn, be ~'i.d it is hcrcb~~ d.enied~ 

The cffectiyc date of this Order s.."lw be tWC-'i.ty (20) days from a.-"ld 

""' ..... - ~ ... -
, 1< •• t • .-I • • • ~. 


