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Decision No, '451(3:377

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMZSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOR

HZRRY ASLIN, et al.,
Complainants,
vs Case No. 4827
HARRIET 0; CASE and DORCTHY H. WOLF, ‘

Defendants.

In the Matter of the Application of
HARRIET 0. CASE and DOROTHY H. WOLF
to discontinue water service,

Applicution No. 27463

Investigation or the Commission's own
motion into the operations of
WILLIAM J. ROBERTSON and JESSE J.
ROBERTSON in supplying water service
at Wright's Beach, Sonoma County,
California.

. Case No. 4880
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Geary & Tauzer, by Carlton Snridgen, for certain compizinants
in Case No. 4827; R. M. Quackenbush, for defendants
in Case MNo. 4827 and applicants in Appl;cat~on No. 274633
Edward 7. Koford for certain complainants in Case No. L827
and in propria personz; Lambert & McMullin, by
S. K, Vehullin, for M-s. T. F. melullin and S. K. Mckullin,
as their interests appear; villiam J. Robertson and
Jesse J. Robertson, in propria persoma. (For other
appearances see Decisions Nos.. L0126 and 4LOLO2.)

MITTELSTAEDT, Commissioner:

OPINION ON REHEARING

By petition seasonably filed, Harriet O. Case and Dorothy H.. Wolf asked,.
and were granted, rehecaring of the issues determined by Decision No. LOLOZ, and an

spportunity to present new evidence, Following a hearing September 24, 1947, at
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Santa Rosa, the matters were submitted on oriefs, since received and considered.
The pertinent facts are set forth in Decision No. LOLO2 and im a prior interim

order (Dec, No. 40126, april 1, 1947), and hence will not be restated here.

Nothing was developed 2t the hecring, however, or in the briefs, to indicate error

in the finding of public utility status of the water system while owned by the
Robertsons prior to 1942, That finding should belreaffirmed. The nolding with
respect to the obligation of Case and Violf to continue water service should like-
wise bé reaffirmed. That portion of the opinion reads as follows:

"Hence, the Commission must hold that defendants Case and Wolf remain

responsible Tor the continuance of the service until such time as

their legal interest therein may be altered, or the Commission should

give its consent to the abandonment of the service." (Dec. No. 40402,

Sheet 3.)

Aside from a few chenges in ownership of some of the lots in the tract,
and some evidence of constructior on one plot, the situation with respect to the
nunber of patrons connected to the system, znd the capacity of the springs was
not shown to differ materially from that thch obtauined earlier this year.(l)

There was substantial evidence, however, that since the rendition of the
Commission's decision on June 10, 1947, there had been & murked improvement in the
availability of the water supply dué, it was stated, to conservation methods
practiced by the patrons. In fact, Miss Case tcstified that she had received no
complaints since <hat time.

Although the supply of water iz admittedly small for this system there
sppeuars 1o be enough to take care of the ordinury domestic needs of présenx patrons,
provided that all parties continue to cooperzte in a spirit of good neighborliness.
Under the circumstances, the patrons may be in & position to secure a more adequate
supply of water by the installation, at small expenSe, of individual redwood storage
tanks of from 300 to 500-gallon capacity. The tanks could be equipped witﬁ float
valves, and 2 device could be installed in the intake pipes to restrict the flow

of water so that no undue drain on the system would result from several tanks

(1) = A test of the springs, made Scptember 24, 1947, pursuant to stipulation of
the parties, indicated a flow of zpproximately 26 gallons per hour, or about
62, gallons for a 2L=hour period.




filling at one time. A5 most of the patrons use their premises only on weekends
or vacations, it would seem that such an arrangement for storage might be of
con#iderable benefit.

It is clear from this record that kiss Case and Mrs. Wblf]éannd£ long be
expected to continue operation of the system without at least being 553ured of a
return of operating costs plus something, in-addition, on their investment in the
water properties. There is evidence that some of the consumers would?be willing

to pay more than the one dollar per month charge previously in effect; if they

were able to secure a reasonably g@@qpﬁ%g §UDD1Y. It ig Pgadgni!éa;{ég couise,

that the returns 'fréin an operation of such Limited scope would not be sufficient

in themselves to maintain the system solely as a means of livelihoed. , oat it is
also true that those who bought lots in the tract did so in the belief that water

would be furnished, and have at all timcs been willing to pay for it. P‘)‘f.’.h

Miss Case and lire. Wwolf have attemeted o the best of their ability to mupp;y water

under extremely unfavorablg operating conditions and with limited.means; LThey were
compelled %o abandon their poultry busziness because there was r;ot“su.t"rici‘:.\frﬁ‘.t' water
to raise green feed and supply the consumers at the same time. It iS‘thﬁ%efore
evident that whatever disposition is made of these proceedings, on the‘rééord thus
far developed,. will perforce be somewhat tenative in nature and will not bffer a
permanent solution to the problems of either the operators or the con#umef;}‘

A member of the Commission's engineering staff estimated the histérical
cost of the water properties at £1,694, and was of the opinion that an annusl rate
of $2L per consumer would pay for opeéating expenses and bring in & reasonabie
return on the investment in the water syéiem.~ The pertinent figures may_bqfv
represented as foliows,‘basemxn.lB and 15 consumer a;tachmcnts +o the system:

Number of consumers . 13 15 |
Estimated annual revenue $312.00 $360.00
Estimated annual operating costs 224,50 247.50
Estimated net revenue 97.50 112.50

Rute base . 1,694.00  1,694.00
Estimated rate of return S.TH 6.6%.
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. Ifnindividuai storégg tanks are installed, as above suggested, there may
be occasions, ésﬁéciéliy during the wet éonths, when more water is available than
required to sﬁppky the consumers for domestic use. In that event, it would
appear reasonaﬁiéyto permit,MiSs Case and ﬁrs. Wolf to use any surplus woter for
irrigation, and thué provide thcuhlin‘some apeasure at least, with the means for
utilizing‘tﬁeir property to a greater extent than is now possible.-

As the;ﬁﬁmber bf«consumers is extremely limited, and os there does not
oppear to be any present bossibility of expanding the facilities, there seems to
bc'no Justification for tre cxpendituré of any considerable sums of money to
enlarge or improve the system.. The elevated 5,600-gallon storage tank, however,
should be cleaned; as the water odor compiained of by.some of the consumers may
have procceded rnomlthis source, ‘The tark is Yn poor condition, and will A
probably have to be replaced in four or five years, .

It is believed that the best interests of all parties concerned in
these proceedings will be furthered by putting the conclusions herein reached in
effect on an experimsnxai‘or temporary vesis, for a period of not more than one
vear, say from January 1 to December 31, 1948. . During that period the cperation
of the waﬁer system will be conducted under conditions of both maximum and
minimum supply, and if the suggested individuel storage arrangements are made
it should be possible during thst period to dstermine the optimum use of the system,
as well as the ekperience of the operators ard the consumers under the rate here
proposed. Should & situation develop where such ccetion is necessary, the
Commission will reconsider the applicstion of liiss Czse and Mrs; Wolf to discontinue
or abandon water service. In the meantime, however, that application will be held
in abeyance.

Final dispesition of the investigation into the activities of the
Robertson brothers must 2lso for the time being be held in abeyance. Though
charged with utility status as a result of their development and dedication of the
water system for public use, they-have disclaimed any interest in the properties,
and,.tpless present legal relationships cre zltered, they are without means of '

access to the facilities while in the hands of their vendees. Should those

-
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relationships change, however, so as to permit operation by thé Rébertsons or any
one else claiming under them, the Commission, in the interests of the consumers,
should be left free to deal with the situation as it develops. The'invesiigation
in Case No. 4L8E0, therefore, will be temporarily discontinued, znd will be
reinstated should future events warrant such action.

It is &oncluded that defendants Case and ¥olf should not be autkorized
to discontinue water service tothose who ure presently recedving service frgm
this system and who are dependent thereon for their water supply. A4As it is
evident that the addition of new consumers would injuriously affect those now
receiving service, the present ovmers should be directed not %o furniSh water 1o
any a2dditional censumers unless otherwise ordered by further order of the
Commission. This would require the continuance of service bj Miss‘Cé:e ond
¥rs. Wolf to the best of their ability by meens of existing facilities to those
only who heretofore have received and paid for water service, énd to their
successors in interest. Those who have developed their own Suppxy‘of water must
be deemed to have waived’their rights to service. It must also be recognized
that these defendants are cntitled to share rateadbly in gll water produced, as
well as to the further extent gbove indiczted should there be a surplué.

Miss Case and Mrs. Wolf will be directed to file and apply a flat rate
of $24.00 per year appliccble to each water user, which rate is hereby found to be
reasonzble for the experimentzl period herein proposed, and to submit appropriate
rules and regulations covering water service. liembers of the Commission's staff
might well cooperate with these defendants in the preparation of such rules and

regulations,

ORD

i3

[t

Rehearing having been held in the above emtitled proceedings, briefs
raving been filed amd considered, and it having been found by the Public Utilities
Commission of the State of laliformia that Harriet O. Case and Dorothy H. Wolf,

the defendants in Case No. 4827 and applicants in Applicatien No. 27463, have been

-5—-




and now are engaged in suppl&ing vater for domestic purposes, as a public utility,
at Wright's Beach, Sonoma County, and basing its order upen 3ll the findings and
conclusions set forth in the foregoing opinion and in the opinion heretofore
rendered in these metters in Decision Lo. ALOLCZ:

IT IS ORDERED:

(1) Harriet 0. Case and Dorothy H. Wolf are hereby directed to
continue to supply water as a publie utility for domestic uses within that
certain arca at Wright's 3Zeach, Sonomz County, &5 shown on the map introduced
as Exhidbit Ne. B‘in these proceedings, subject to the following conditions and
limitations:

a. No water services shall be connected or permitted for the purpose
of supplying vater to premises not now being served by said
defendants unless the approval of this Commission first be obtained.

b. Water sholl not be uscd by customers for the irrigetion of lawns or
gurdens, or for any uses other thun houschold purpeses, during
the months of lLay to October, inclusive,.

(2) Harriet O. Case and Dorothy H. Wblfrshall file and apply a flat
rate of $24.00 per year applicable to each water user, and, within thirty days
from the effective date of this order, shall submit for approval appropriate rules
znd regulations applyingvto the sale and deidvery of water.

(3) The application of Herriet O, Case and Dorothy H. Wolf, Application
No. 27463, for authority to discontimue water service, is hereby denied without
prejudice, cxcept to the extent herein uuthorized.

(4) The investigation on the Commissi&n's motion into the operaticns

of William J. Robertson and Jesae J. Robertson is hereby discontinued, subject

* TSOREILOE U0ULY AUek sotion be appropricto.

(5) This orcer shzlld be cffective twenty days from the date hereof,
and shall continue in effect until December 31, 1948, unless otherwise modified

by further order of the Commission.
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‘The foregoing opinion and order are hereby approved and ordered filed as

the opinion and order of the Public Utilities Commission of the State of

California.

Dated at m this /7':- deyof ____

'Q(C&.ajl«/ , 1947,

Commissioners.




