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Dee1sion NoA';IO""""-.Q"-Io8""'1 ....... __ 

BEFORE Ttl':; PUBLIC UTn.ITIES COtniIsSION OF THE STATE OF CAtIFO~IA 

(Amended Title) 

In the Matter 01' t.he Application of 
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC CO'J/J:> ltN'i, & 
corporation, tor an order authoriz­
ing applicant to retil(~ ana continue 
in torce and effect \lD.til December 31, 
1945~ '~ergeney Gas Rule and Regula­
tion A-I. (Limitation Upon Surplus 
Na.tural Cas Service) .. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

----------------------------) 
THIRD SUPPW.!Em' AI. ORDER 

Application No,. 25139 
(Second SuppleJnental) 

In this seco.cd supplemental application Pacific Cas and Electric Company 

reCluests authoriza.tion to refile and. make effective during the year 1948 its 

Emergency Rule 3,."ld Reg.ua.tion A-I., Limitation 'Opon Surplus Natural Gas Service. 

The rule limiting the a.vailability of surplus natural ga.~ service was 

made effective on September 25, 1942 and with some minor modif'ications has con­

tinued to be effective in accordance with authorization granted by decision~(l) 
of this Commission •. A condition in the rule ~ently filed provides tha.t it 

will terminate on Decomber 31, 1947. Applicant secks to retile the rule in its 

present for.m, modified to provide: 

"'Ihi~ emergency rule and. regulation shall remo.in in full force and 
e!fcct until December 31, 1948." 

In support c,f such ~"l extension" applicant made reference to evi~ence 

presented at hearings held during the Commissionfs investigation in Case 45~1, 

covering the av~lability of natural gas in California, gas reserves, customer 

utilization" and other rclo.ted matter:;. ' Applicant cont~nded thnt such evidence 

indicates it would be inadvisable "to rlllow Rule and Regulation 1.-4 to expire a.t 

this time, thereby ~~ording a substanti~ number of its present customers and 

,. " 

{1., '1)cci3ion No. 35707, Augu.5't lS~ 1942; First. supplemontal order Decision No •. 
37470, November 9, 19~; SecOnd sapplemontal order Decision No. ~0464, 
June 28, 1947. 

-1-



A-25139 
HS 

prospective customers c.n opportunity to <lPPly tor service under :surplus natural 

gn~ tcritt~. Reteronce ~s ~so mAde to tho tact that whilo th1~ Commi5~ion i5 

D.dvisod of (.:l.) n.ppliC.'l.llt '5 'pl<lns to secure additioM1 supplies or MturnJ. gas 

early in 1948 in accordance with en agreement with Southern California gas 

comp<lllics end ~(b) plans for ~ 'agreement withZl. Paso Nat'UX"cJ. Cil:.s Company to 

obt~ additional sources of gas in the future, the ce~inty of the so additional 

supplies in sut"!icient volumes to meet the r, .. quircments of all classes of 

.:l.pplicant '5 customers :h<ls not yet been cst~blished.. Re1'erencc was also m:ldc to 

the unknown factor rel~ting to the prO$pOctive added costs of such additional 

supplies 'of natural g~ to applice.nt to be purchased' tor sale to interruptible 

and other customers. Boc.'luSC of thes.c f.:l.ets applicant 1'eels a reasona.ble period 

of time should be allowed to re-exacine its rcgtil.:l.tions and t~i!fs governing 

the supply of natur.:l.l g.:l.S on an in~rX"l.lptiblo basis l thus :li'1'ordillg it :m 

opportunity or ascertc.ining whether reviscci rogulations and/oJ':tarit!s should 

be proposed thAt would more nccrly reflect present conditions,' end conditions 

that m;').y be anticip.:l.ted in the future.· 

The Commission is of the opi!'uon that there are 1N!nY rclatea' problc:ns 

r.:l.iscd with the request in the application to continue in force'and effect'Rule 

ond Rcgul~tion A-41 covering 5urplus ncturru. gas service during the calendllr 

year 1948. SCaBc£these problcms l ,as applic~t statcd~ rcl~te to the adequacy of 

the supply of nAtural gas; other~ re~te to the rates charg~d for ind~ri.:l.l 

g~s service; and still others relc.te to the price 01' fuei oil ~s well as rates 

cMrged for other c1::.sses of gOos service., 

The question as to the further extension 01' the rule has been discuss~d 

in ~other proceeding, (Cn~e 4591), ~ hereinbefore notedl ~d as ~ result 01' a 

stipulation m<!.de in tMt proceeding the rule was extended to JrullUU'Y l~ 1948 

under Decision No. ·40464 in the present application. 

Under the cire~tnnces now obtciningl the Commission is or the 
.', 

opinion th:rt. it'W:i:ll be equit~le to permit {m oxtewion of the rule for such 

time CoS appears cssenti.:ll for th{l t:lCking of studie.! and the.: present..!l.t.iC)n o,t 
. ' . ' 
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evidence at a public hearing when all interested parties ~ have an opportunity 

to be heard.. In respect to the time o! the hearin8, the Coum1ssion will be 

guided by the desires of the interested parties. However, it is believed that 

the hearing should take place within a three-month period" and a six--month exten­

sion should be sufficient time to carry out this program. 

'!be Comission being or t.he opinion that applicant fa request should be 

granted temporarily, pendi~ hearing, therefore 

I'r IS HEl'EBY ORDE:1mJ that Pacitic Gas and Electric Company be and 

hereby is authorized to rcfile1 effective Januar,r 1, 1948, its Emergen~ Rule and 

Regulation A-4,. which rule shall provide that it shill remain in effect until 

June 30, 1948, unless sooner cancelled.. This order i$ subject to reoonsideration 

and revision at any time prior to such date atter notice and hearing upon the 

application. 

The .rr.ct1v .... to 01" th10 order -hall be tJ>o: .. her<>~ 
Oate<l at San 'Francisco, California, this ~J. ... day of ~ 

Coamissioners 


