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Decision No. 4“1106

BEFORE THE FUBLIC UTILITIES COLIISSION OF THT STATR OF CALIFORNIA

)
In the Matter of the Application of )
WEST RIVERSIDE CANAL COMPANY, )
a corporation, for autherity o increase ) Application Ne. 28395
rates for carrying water. g

C. L. UcFarland, for Applicant.

Heyden L. Hews, for Jurupa Vater Company,
Protestant.

DITERTL OFTNION

st Riverside Canal Company, a corporation, is a public utility engaged

in the transportation of water for various owners through its canals, {lumes and
ditches in portions of San Bernardine and Riverside Counties. Applicant alleges
that although it was organized as a public utility, it has always been operated at
cgst to the owners of the water carried thrduph its system and has never paid any
dividends; that since 1941 the annual revenues have not been sufficient to meet
repair and maintenance costs; and, that the past few years have shown a continued
deficit with increased costs. The Commission, therefore, is requested to increase
- the present rates charged for transportirg water at £9.00 per inch each year, to
512,00 per inch. The original applicaticn set forth $11.00 but by amendment
requested at the hearing, and agreed to by the consumers, the increased rate was
fixed at #12.00,

A_public heering in this procceding was held before Examiner MacKall at
Riverside.

The waters now amounting to 2,000 :.nc"xcs transported by West Riverside
Canal Company do not bclong to said company, but are all owned at present by 105

small sharcholders and by the following water producing mutual water companies, or
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by certain of thelr stockholders, a1l obtaining their waters from the Smata An:
Rlvor or stroams tributary thoreto and their unc.crground storage basins or cicnegas 4
located a few miles north of the City of Riverside:
West Riverside 350 Iuch Vaver Company,
Sclazar Virzer Company, °
Ls Sicrra Tiater Company,
Agua Mansa VWster Company,

Twin Buttes Water Co*‘pa.ny,
Jurupa Wabter Counmany.

iatual Water Company of Glen Avon I-’eigh‘t.s.
me service arca comprises approximately 10,000 acres, all :.n the County
of Riverside, devoted about 70% to grain, truck and general farming, the remainder
béing in orchard,=-principally citrus.
The present yearly traﬂsportation rate of K00 was established by this
Coumission in its Ducision No. 16482, issued A-ril 16, 1926.
Ar. sppradsement of the operative shysical propertics of this canal system

wag submitt cd by Jraues Fo TWilson, onc of the Co .u...smn':. vnsdneers, and amounted

to %216,706, as of December 31, 1946. This estixzate is based upon an appraisement

of the properties of this canal system made Decexber 1, 1916, by 2. W. Hawley, at

that time one of tne Commission's cngineers, and was used by this Commission for
rate fixing purposes in its Decision o. 4040, dated Januwary 20, 1917. Sub‘sequent
additions and botterments, together with retirements, were brought up to the end
of l9h§ by Mr. Wilson. No changes, however, vere made in land or rights of way
values.

The following operating statistics were presented by applicant:

Yea.r 1925 Totd op@atlrlg qeve‘lues LRI B W A LY L W NN N R N O N g m8’762
Total Operating Expenses,including Depreciation

oﬁ 'n',lw......‘.‘...'. lézzli X
r‘ 5,“‘5

1944 1945 F 1946
Revenues, o £16,503 $16,562 §16,011
Expenses, Including Depreciation 03,121, 18,596 20,084 20 ,1.61
Deduct Bond & Other Interest Charges, 92,075 - 8,975 o1,885

s18 (GL557 ) (2,265)%

Note:%(Red Firures)
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The folloving is a sumary of orerations presented by the Cormission's

engineer:

. 945  F 1946
Operating Revenues, %15,378 . $15,938

Back Charges Collected, 1,056 =
Total, : ' : £16,434 £15,938

Expenses including Depreciation £3,121, | $16,253

2181 €] 2', 263

‘Note:*(Red Firures)

From the foregeing figures it is plé.‘i:x that this company is operating
at a loss wnder presgnt charges. Mr. Wilson estimated that at the originally
proposed rate of $11.00, based upon i%é operating and labor costs, the ;perapions
for 1946 would have shown a net revenue of 51,136 instead of a loss of $2,265.
With inereased costs for 1947, it is doubtful even if the £12.00 rate will enadle
this utility to earn its out-of-pocket charges,. .

The testimony indicates that this sysﬁem is not in the best operating
condition; madnly as a rcsﬁlt o:‘_lack of funds to provide necessary repairs and
maintenance. during the war years. The cement canal lining especially requires
immediate attentiox; and should be extended throughout all unlined sections showing |
b:ad scepage losses. New capital expenditures w:.ll be r?qu:ired without delay to
prevent sand from filling :.n portions of the main canal. Further delay will oniy
inerease the ultimate costé.

Wile no objection was made to the granting of the incrcased rate
requested, a protest, however, was filed by Jurupa Water Company, upon the ground
that said company veceived $ts water in bulk delivery into a swmp from vhich it
punped and delivered the water to itz own consumers through its separate distribu-
tion systcm of canals and ditches, and therefore was entitled to a lesser, or
vholesale rate, as distinguished from mosf of the other water users. This conten-

tion was disputed by counsel for applicant. In view of the general desire of all
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partics concerned that an increased rate was 2080 wrgent and should becom@

offective for the yoar L9428, it was aprecd that an interim rateo be established

herein and that the matter of modification of the present rate structure be con-
sidered at an adjourned hearing to be held for that specific purpose at an early

date.

TNTERTY ORDER

Application as amended and as entitled above having been filed with the
Public Utilities Commission of the Stubte of California for authority to increase
rates for water service, a public hearing having been held thcreon; the matter
having been duly submitted, and the Cammission now being fully advised in the
premises, ‘

IT IS HEREZY FOUND AS A FACT that the present rates of West Riverside
Canal Company, a corporation, are unjust and unreasonable in so far as they differ
from the rates herein established; that the rates her‘ef:.n established are Just and
reasongble rates to be charged by said corporatioﬁ for water service rendered to
its consumers; that the increcase in rates authorized by this decision is hereby .
found to be justified; and, basing its Order upon the foregoing findings of fact
and upon the further statements of fact contained in the Opinion which precedes

this Order,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Vest Riverside Canzl Company, a corporation, be

and it is heredby authorized and directed te filec in gquadrupliccte with the Public
Utilities Commission of the State of California, withinl thirty (30) days from the
date of this Order, in conformity with the Commission's Geacral Order No. 96, the
following schedule of rates to be charged for all water scrvice rendered to its

consumers for the year 1948 and therecfter and ung.css and wtil further order or

modification thercof be made by this Commission:
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hadule Ne. 1

YEARLY TRANSPORTATION CHARGE

Aonlicability:

mplicable to all water service rendercd.
Territory:

Within the entire territory served by ‘West Riverside Canal Company
in S»n Bernardine and Riverside Zouaties.

Rates:

£12.00 per miner!s inch, continuous flow, per year, payable

£7.00 on or before Jimuary 10 of cach year,
£3.C0 on or before M.y 10 of each yezr,
©2.C0 on or before August 10 of each year.

Oac minerts inch shall Ye 1/50 of a cudbic foot per second.

Tac consumer may accumilate the amount of continuous flow
purchased, out not for morc than 30 days.

IT IS KEREBY FURTHMER ORDERED as follows:

Taat Teest Riverside Canal Campany, a corporation, within sixty (60)
days from the date of thic Order, shall submit to this Commission
for its approval four sets of rules and rcgulstions poverning
rclations with its comsumers, cach sct of which chall contain a
suitable map or sketeh, dravm to an indicated scale upon a shect
8% x 11 inches in size, delineating thercupon in distinctive
markings the boundaries of its present service arca and the location
thercof with reference to the immediate swrrounding territorys.
provided, however, that such aap or sketch shall not thereby be
considercd by this Commiscion or any other public bedy as a final
or conclusive determination or estaoblishment of the dedicated arca
of scrvice or any portion thercof.

That Viest Riverside Canal Company, 2 corporation, within sixty (60)
days from the date of this Order, shall file with this Cormission
four ‘copies of a comprchonsive map, dravn to on indicated scale

of not less than 600 feet to *he inch, upon which shall be délineated
by approprizte markings the territory presently to be served. This-
map should bc reasonably accurate, chow the source and date thereof,
and include sufficient data to determine clearly and definitely the
location of th: property comprising the entire wutility area of
scrvice; provided, however, that such mip shall not thereby be
considered by this Commission or any other public body as a final or
conclusive determinetion or cstablishment of the dedicated area of
service or any portion thereof.
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IT IS HEREBY FURTHEZR ORDERED that for all other purposes the effcctivo
date of this Order shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date horcof.

Dated at talifornia, this & = day of

_ﬁmg?g 19,




