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Decision No. 41114 

In theY~tter of the A~~lieat1on of ) 
NO:a$'~ST:.:RN PACIFIC RAILROAD C01'':i~r! ) 
for all order to a.bolish a. crossing of) A:ppl1ea.tion No. 28387 
a publicly used road by a railroad1n ) 
Eu.mbold t County, California. ) 

:a. S. lora:ttS, for .. 'tp:911ca.nt: c.AlffiOLt L. CER.I$!?ZSO~7t District 
Attorney. by :E:l!tE:RY F. MITsu,t deputy, and FP.E:) J. MOOSt· JR., 
County Clerk, for li'I::lboldt County" protesta:o.t: a:ld. J. NO' :s.A.:ElN!S. 
of :Barnes Tra.ctor ::od Zqu1pment; R. VI~"'C'S. :E'e~r1~ Cold 
Stort\E:e: and. 'PA'OL :aA.LZSTRACCI, PASo:;;J;S :B.AIZST:RACCI. and GZORG:E 
'U"ltS. of Golden State Co~, Protestants .. 

In this application ~ort~~estern Pacific Bailroad Company requests 

authority to aboliSh to ~~blic use ~ road crossing its tracks at grade at Fern-

bridge Station, Huoboldt County. 

A public hearing 'Wa.s held in this matter in Eu.:'eka. on November 20. 

1947. before E:taJ:.iner Ball t 3J:d tee mtter was submitted upon the filillg of record 

of t1 tle and property rights by the Co-..:.r.ty. No such :f'11iDg was mM,e a.nd no exten­

oion of ti~ granted. therefore t:c.e ~tter was ~bm1tted on December 20, 1947. 

The ~1n line of Nort!l~.,estern Pacific· ]ail rOM ComJ?~ runs in a. 

gonornl northerly and so~thcrlY direction iroo Tiburon. 1~1n County, to Eureka. 

Humboldt County, l'tJ.ssing throW"p the sta~ion of :E'crn'br1<!ge. Parallel and adjacent 

to a.n.d ea.st of tho ra.ilroad right of ~ at this loca.tion is Sta.te H1gb.wa.y U.S. lOl. 

which is the %:lain north. a.nd. south. artcr,r through. tho county.. Iccdia.tely north of 

tho sta.tion building at !orn'bridgc a. p~blic road connects U.S. ~ig~'~y 101 with the 

town of Fernd.o.lc, sout,/! of Zel ?!vc::. This h1t;hway crosses at grade the tracks of 

a.pplicant. which crOSSing 1~ d.osignntcd in the Commission's records ns Crossing No. 

S-268.8. The 6tat1on build1ng at Fern'br1dge is located a.p~roxima.to1y 300 foot 

south of tlle Ferndale Road •. west o£ o.nd o.d.j~cnt to the tracks. Approxima.te1y 400 

feet south of said Ferndalo Ro.o.d and. imlediatc),y south of tho sta.tion is locn.ted 

the crOSSing heroin proposed to be abolished. ]ack and wost of the sta.tion reser-

vation is a. po.'b11e road ru.nn1ng eppro:dma.tcly 400 :feet Gout:b. of the Ferndale Righwny. 
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and adjacent thereto are several ~ereantile establishments. The crossing herein 

proposed to be abolished makec a connection with the south end of this road. 

Applicant contend.s tha.t this crossine is narroW' and hazardous, due to the 

fact that cars are spotted along the side tra.ck adjacent to the sta.tion nortll of 

the crossing and a warehouse south of t!:.e crossing. and the view of a:pproach1llg 

tra.ins on the ma.1:l line is ba.d.ly impaired for vehicles a.p:croa.chillg the cross1ng 

from the west. 

DIle to the short d1stMco (abo-..::.t 400 foot) to thE) Fel":l.dDle Road., app11c:a.nt 

contends that all pe.tro!ls of tlle bu:liness establisbnents in the area. descr1bed 

a.bove can be readily served by tho existing Ferndale Road cross1ng. Vehicles 

entering tho area. ba.ck of tho station. would, if the cross1l1g were a.bo11shed~ be 

roquired to turn around and lco.ve as they entered. wh1ch. in applicant f s ep1n.ion.. 

is .n.ot unrea.sonable. 

The record shows that Ferndale 3o0ad crosses only a %:I8.1n line, whereas the 

cros:ing here~ involved croases both the ~in line and a. siding. 

1'he view of a.pl'roaeh1Dg tra.ins a.t the FerndaJ.e Road. crossing is relatively 

clear and Ul:lobstructed. and app11crult :J.lleges there is a proposal for the 1nstalla.­

tion of wa.rning signals at this cros:::iIl&_ 

The closing of the eross~ was protested. by the owners and oper~tors of 

the bUSiness csta'tllishments in the area who contended that their p.a.trons would have 

dif'!1eu1 ty in gett12:lg into and out of their 'Places of 'business Via. tho Ferndale 

R~d, whereas nt the pro sent time they can come frQ~ the north, transact their 

busl.n~ss, a.n.a then go out ovor the southorly eross~ wi t2:out ma.king a. turz:r..around 

movo~ent. It was the desire ot ~rotest~t$ tQ Dave tne crossing improved rather 
than a.bo11shod. 

The record indica.tee tb.a.t in crder to improve tho view at tlUs cross1:D&' 

1 t would be necessary to spot freitlt c:?rS for loading and UDloading a con31derable 

d1stlUlee PJoW1!l.y from the eros:31rl(;. n.nd by so do~ the eers could not be spotted at a. 

~ro~or loention at the !re1ght st~t1on or the warohousos to the south of tho crOss-

1:og. These bu1ldings, however, ... ,ou.ld continue to obstruct the view. 
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A traffic count tnkO:l shows that 67 automobiles and 41 t:rucks per day 

used the crossing south of the dopot, o.nd 104 automobiles and 2S tro.cks pcr d.IJ::! 

used the crossi:o.g of Ferndale Road duriDg dayl1gllt hours. A:n. avorngc for the month 

s~owed the.t approximately nine tr:).ins per dAy passed through. Fernbridge. which <tid 

not 1:lel~de ~. switching ~ovomcnt~. 

Although there is no record of accidents at this crossing. the record 

1nd1~"I.tes ta.."\t Do l:lAzardous CO:lcl1 t!on exists. Undoubtedly this crossing is a. con­

venience to tho tr:).ve11~ ~blic c~t. O~ the other hand. it is not ncces~ for 

i:oeress and egress to tho :l.rca. involvcd. The closing of the cross~ would req,u1re 

ru.l vehiclos cnt<lrinc th~ ~re:l. :from the Fo:ond!l.le RO:ld to turn o.round ~d loave by 

th~ some route; however. it appe~rs thnt there is ~ficicnt room to ~~e this 

turn around. by ~rdiD£'.rY rot'.d vehicles, ~nd thn.t the closiIlg of tho crossing would 

not result in ::I.n undue htLrdsi:ip to the travoling public. 

The record is convincing t!ln.t pu.b11c convenience a.:.d neccssi ty do~.not 

require the continued mn.1ntcn::.n.co of this crossing and. the app11cat1onwill there­

fore be granted. 

Ql]2~! 

A :public hearill€ hn.v~ boo%:. h~ld. n.nci the matter ha.v1~ "been .suomi ttec1: 

IT IS E:Er.EBY OP.DE?.z:l th::l.t ~orth\.,cstcrn Pac:1:t'1c RD.11roM CompaJ:ly be and it 

is hereby o.utnor1zcd to ~bol1ch ~a. ~:ffeet1voly barricM.c and close to public use 

~~d travol the ro:l.c1 crOSSing ovor its tr~cks 1~diately south of the s~t1on of 

Fernbridt;e at the location e.s shown by thO mo.p a.ttached to :lOla. :ca.d.c a. :part o:t' the 

o.ppliCll.tion. 

.A'PP11~"l.:'J.t sbllll. witl::.1::. thirty days therea.ftor, :loti'!y this Commission. 

i~ writing, of tho abolition o:t' tho rOM crossUg a.s horoin t:lMthorlzod .. 

The authorizo.tio~ horoin granted shnll lapse and boeo~o void if not 

exercised within one year fro~ tho effective date of this order. unless further 

time is gr~tod. by subscque~t ordor. 
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... 
\ .. --

The effective date or this order shall be twenty (20) ~5 from the elAte 

heroof .. 

I:o.tod at ___ .:=;.~~4=U;;"':;_~~.~~~ ___ • California. this 


