
AS 

Decision t:o. __ ....;4;..;.;;..1_1_~_~_O_, 

) 
In tre flatter or t're Application or ) . 
THE FACIFIC TELEPHONE A1~ TE:ECRAPH ) 
C01:fPANY, Q. cOZ"pora:e;1on, for perm1.:i:;;1on ) 
to publish, .file and place in e!1'ect ) 
exchange, interexchange and telegraph ) 
rate~ at Bethel I~lanli, Contra. Costa ) 
County" Calitornia. ) 

------------------------) 

Application No. <8982 

The P~cific Telephone and Telegraph Company, operating a telephone system 

in California. :me. elsewhere, propose~ to establish a telephone excha~e on Bethel 

Island, Contra. Costa Cou.."'lty, al'ld requests authority to file anc! mke eff'ective rates 

for exchange service ~nd for ttessage toll and telegraph services. 

Bethel Island. is loca.ted in tm San Joaquin River delta area. in Contra 

Costa County, approximately ten miles airline distance southeast of Antioch and 

three miles northeast of Knightse:'l. Applica.."'lt alleges that a recreatior.a.l and ag­

ricultural comnunity ha~ developed on Bethel I:sJAnd a.cija.cent to Fx-a:"'lk f s Tract ncar 

the junction of Taylor and Dutch S:'oughs, and this 'comnunity, with an estimated 

population of' .(00, is receiving telephone service at present by means of seven toll 

stations. The activities attri'butable to sport :fishing, boating,. Ilgriculturc and 

sale of fishing supplies bave resulted i:1 increased eonmcrcial and residential de-

velopment on Bethel Island, and oec:luse of this i:'lcrcascd dcvelopm:nt". A.pplicant 

believes that the estllblishment of an cxch~ge .... -ill better meet the needs of the 

general public, the residents, and the eOl!mcrcial establish:roonts. 

In order to determine the pote:tt.ial subscribers to 3ethel Island excb.3.nse 

service, Applic3.r.t MS eonc.uctcd a ca:wass oi" the rC$ic.o:lts and busirle5::S men of' 

Bethel Island. A total ot 7.3 applicants signed service a.pplication cards for Bethel 

Is1lnd. excr.angc service. The applica..'"lts a.."1ci the class" type ani grade or service' 

applied fox-" are shown in Exh1bit A, attached to the company's application •. 
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The A;pUcant proposes to :t:\:.mish exehange telephone serviee to 

Bethel Island through the establishment of a separate community dial excmnr.e. 

Under this plan, toll and all other traffic recuiring the assistance of an 

operator will be furnished fro~ the company's Pittsburg toll of~iee, approxi­

mately 14 miles airline dist~nce west of ;Bethel Isla!'ld. The agent:s for the 

seven toll statio~ on Bethel Island have all signed service application cards 

for excha~e service in lieu of the present toll station service. 

The propO$ed rates for exchange service are set forth on Page 2 of 

Exhibit C attached to the applicatio~. These rates correspond to Rate Group 1, 

rates authOrized for exchanges of ~oilar size under the Commission's Third 

Interim Order, Decision No. 41021 (Applic~ltion No ... 282ll). The principal 

eXChange rates may be summAriz~d as foll~Ns: 

Class of Service 

One-party, flat rate 
Two-party, fla. t ra te 
Four~party, flat rate 

. Ten~p:lrty :5U burban 
Etich extension station 

Ra te per l~onth'll' 

Busines~ Service Residence SerVice 

$4.25 
3.75 

3.50 
1.25 

$3.00 
2.75 
2.25 
2.75 
1.00 

* Desk or Hand S~t Station -
Wall Set Station $0.25 less. 

The Applicant, in ~_lU.bits D and G, presented the esti."!l3ted revenues 

anQ expenses one year and five years after establi~hment of the ~rOp05eQ Bethel 

Island exchange, to~ether with estir.Ates of plant investment. reouired to provide 

the proposed service. These .:::xhibits i:'ldicate that after one year'3 operation 

of the Bethel Island exchange, the Applicant will have inve~teQ approximately 

$~1,655 in excha~c plant in ~cdition to approximataly $16,200 in toll facili-

ties. Operating revenues during this period are estiruated in the amount of 

$7,765 with operating e~n~e:5 o£ $10,65:3. Atter five years oS: operation, the 

Applicant estir..a tes :In investment 01' $51,83~ in excMnge plant and t.19,35O in 

toll faeilitie3. It is esti.m.lted thllt .:l1'ter five years of operation, the annual 

revenue will be $10,755 with 3nnual expen:ses in the ~ount 01' ~14,210. 

Exhibit E, as amended, sets forth the proposed ~:,sage toll telephone 

and telegraph rates for the Bethel I:51am exchange, which are in accordance with 

the bases generally \l5cd throur.hout the ~tate. Ex...l'li.bi t F is a map showing the 

proposed base rate and exchange area boandaries of the propo3ed Bethel Island 

excha~e. 
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At various times in the past, Applic:mt ho.s been consulted by residents 

.md b".,iness men in the Bethel IsJ;md area. rcg3%'ding the establishment ot So separate 

exchange to provide ~re and better service in the area. In addition, a communica­

tion w~s received by the Comnission trom the Busincssm"m's Club or Bethel Island, 

Inc." seeking advice and help in sec\Ol"ing an improved telephone service •. 

The est<lblisrumnt of the proposed Bethel Island exchange should result in 

:m improved serviee to that eomnunity •. 

The Public Utilities Commission ot the State ot 'California, haVing con­

sidered Applicant's request and being ot the opinion that .~ public hcarin'g is not' 

required. and that the gr.:mting ot the applic.ltion 'WOUld be in the public interest, 

therefore 

IT IS ORD:EmlJ as follows: 

1. The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company is authorized. to file" 
on or befcre Octo'bcr 31, 1948, 1."'1 accordance with Gener::lJ. Order 
No. 96 and. make ettectivc in the Bothel Island exch.'l.nge" coincidert. 
with cst.'lblis·hm!:nt of the excl' ... 'Ulgc ::l.M on not less than ten (10) . 
days f notice, the rates tor exchange telephone service, message 
toll telephone service, am telegraph service, and. mpsof the 'base 
r£l.te and exch:m.ge, areas £1.5 s.::t torth in Exhibits C, E as .'lmended, 
.and F, respectively, attached to the awlicaUon •. 

2. This Order shall (f;j :rect1vc on the twentieth day after tbe' 
d:rt:.e bereo!.. ~ • -:rt 


