
Decision Ne. 411~)5 

I?EFO~ ~ PUBLIC UTILITIES COi'.:M!SSION OF Th'!: ,STA~ OF CA!.lFORNIA 

In the uatter or the Invcstieation on the ) 
CommissionTs ovm motion into the rca$onablc- ) 
ne::5 of mir.imum clearar.ce s on railroads <l."ld ) 
street railroads~ vdth reference to :ide ) 
str\lc,tures, overhead structures" parallel ) 
track~~ and. crossings of public roads~ high- ) 
",.-ays and streets" as prescribed by Qo;~:leral ) 
Order 26-Cand Suppletlcnt 7 thereto. ') 

Robert W. Walker for The Atc!'lison, Topeka.& ,Santa Fe Railwa:r Compar.y. 
R. E.wedekiridar.c. ,E. C. c!"ockiro fo:, ,Southern Pacific Cocpany, t~e 

Peta1~ & Santa Rosa Rii ad Co~ny, the North~stern Pac1iic, 
Railroad 'Compa..-:.y <l."ld Eolt¢n Inter..u-ban Railway Co:t:lpclnY., 

E. E. Bennett tor tbe Union Pacific Railroad Co~. 
'C. E. Geo6le for the Order of Ra:D:way Conductors .. 
w. W. Stevens for the Brothc:,hood ot !.oco::lOtive Er..ginee:-s. 
George F. Irvlne for Bro~herhood of Loco~otive Firc:t:lcn and Enginemen~ 
Clair w. MacLeod for Cali!'orr.ia 7~stern Railroad and Navigation Co,: 
Friirik B. Durkee fo:-$tate of Cali!'o:-nia, Division or Highways., 
R. vi •. buva:! 10r Pacii'ic Cic.s and Elec:tric Co:npa.r.y., 
C. w. Dooling for ';Vcstern Pa.cific Railroad COmprulY, Tidewater Sol.!thern 

Rclilw.J.Y Compc.ny and Sacr.l::le~to No:-t.hern R.lilw.lY. 
James Cr. :tarshall tor The Pac:l.fic Telephone mld Telegr.'lph Co •. 
F .. O. Pellett 1'0:' Brot~er!looc. o'! R.:\ilro.'ld 1':'ai~en. 
Lester K .. Wells tor Calii'o~ia Street cable P.Ail.."'O;lc! CO:1pany. 
C. W. Cornell a.."'ld B. 1. Hoo Bi.:siIl.':er for P.lci!ic Electric &\ilVr.lY Co%:pany ... 
1. c. Tho~pson tor lOs ,Angeles 'i':-ar.::;it tines. 
Harry E. Jung ror Southern Cali.i'orr.ia Edison Co~-:.yoo 
WIDiw.p. Avery for Switcr.menTs U:uon of .A::leriea. 

o P ! N I 0 ~; 

This investigation", instituted bj the CO~ssion upon its o.T.r. motion" is 

an inq\!:l.ry into the reasonableness of regulations goverr.ir.g mni:lrum clearances 

adj.3.cent to and over tracks of railroilds and street railroads, and other matters 

pcrtoining to railroad and str~et railroad cle~~ces" as prescribed in General 
• 

Order 26-C, approved ~C!l 28" 1927 ~-:'d'effective,April l, 1927" and the Seventh 

Supplemental Order the~to,. ~cision No. ,39472, in case NO., 2290, ef!ective 

October l~, 1946. 

Public hearir.gs 'Were hnd 'oe:"o:-C Co=.::lissioncr Rowell at San Fr3..~c:iseo on 

Nove~ber 19" 1947, and Janu~~ 7, 19u8. 

Representation::;, fro::!. time to t1l:e" have been !:lade on the part. of in­

terested parties to have certain p:'Cvisions of General Order 26-c eh.anged" on the 
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gro'Wlds tr.at there is at! incre~=i."'.g use ir. C:J.i.forr..ia ot frcicht CArS having di-

mens ions in excess o~ ten (10) feet cigbt (~) inches it! width overall and heights 

of .,ver ti.fteen (1.5) feet one (~) i."lch trom. tOp of rail to top of rar.ning board, 

upon which the clear<lr.ces C,1S pre=cri~c!. in the said. order were ba:;ed.:' The pointoS 

raised appeared to be o~ su!i'icient. i:porta. .... ce to justi...~ a careM study on the 

part of the Commission's Ope=ations ~"ld.,Safety Division into the entire ~tter of 

railroad clearances: TMo study included several consultations withreprcsenta-

tives of many of the carriers, the railroad brotherhoods, City and State ager.cies, 

and industry. 

As a re'sult of thc studics a."l.0, \U'l.dcrstandings reached during the confer­

ence s; there ViaS dral'ted by the Co::mlissiot! 's Operations and. Safety Division a. 

proposed general order on t.his suoject which. -::as introduced at the hea.n:og on 

November 19" 1947" and identified. i.."l this p=oceeding as Co:m:lission's ,Exhibit No.. 1 .. 

However" durir.g the hearing so=e objectioes and new reco~ndations \~re made by 

interested parties and it ~;as !iuggcstcc. tr...lt a !'u:rthor infoX'n'Al con!ercncc be held 

'with interested par~es in order tha.t the for:::al procc(:dine= :night be shorte'I'led. 

,Accordi."lgly such an' in!'omal cotierc~cc W:l,S had 'and at the a.djourned hearing on 

Janua.,ry 7,' i9Lt: t.he Cor.ru.ssion' oS Exhibit No: 7 VIaS presented" Vlr.ie~ embodied 

prov1~1on~ upon which the conte=ees were in agree=ent an~ to ~tich there lr~S no 
oppo si. t.ion.' 

Upon the terms of the proposed. new genert::L order". exi3ting !'ac:'illties 

lawfully erected in accordance ... ;5. th earlier clearance general orders are per:ni tted 

tc be maintained acc:ord1r~ to tbe rules e~!'ective when such taci~ties were con-

structed or reconstructed" ,but. any construction or recoMtruction a.i"ter the e1'-

!ective da.te of the new;eneral order ~U!:;t. CO:1ply with the regulations contained 

therein. !n other ''1OrC.s, the new gcnert3J. order does not require ar.y reeoru:tr.lction , , ' 

of existing :facilities ir.stalled prior to its ei"i"eetive date. 

In adopt~ regulations governing clearances~ the Co~ssion ~st approach 

this proble'!'n. not Ol"'.ly fro~ the point o! econo:::i.c cost." buti'rom the view point 01' 

physical pos:;ibility. It is t:wrefore pro''.:'ided that upon application the Comis-

~ion will consider de·r.tation tro~ the provisions of the new general order 7men such 

request contains a full state:ent of existL~ conditions, together ~th the reasons 

Wny authority is askec. anc! believed to be justifiable; 
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ellSC 4919-:m 

The record shO"lrs t.h.l:t i."l.Au,.:;-..lSt. 1926 when General 'Jrder 26-C was being 

conzidcrcd, there were l.."l the \jnitcd States 253 c~s of a height in excess of 

fifteen (1~) foct one (~) i."lch, b~t not over fi:t.een (15) teet six (6) inches from 
, 

top of rail ~ top of runni."lg boa.:-d., ... :hereas in J\:..ly 1947 there were ll,992 such 

cars. Also in July 1947 t.here were 282 freight cars of a height of sixteen (16) 

teet five ($) inches fror.. top of ro.il to top of run."ling 'board being operated by one 

carrier in the State of California over ~eci!ic ro~tes, subject to the condit.ions 

contained in t.he Com:::is~ion 's Decisions !~os. 39122 and 39$97, in Case No. 2290. 

In .A~st 1926 there were 696 freight cars o~ an overall mdth of ove%' 

ten (10) feet eight (8) inches, but not ~"l excess of ten (lq) feet ten (10) ~"lchcs, 

whcrea~ in July 1947 ~ thore 'VIere $6,726 such freight cars being oper~ted. in the 

United States. The record further ir.dicates tr..at in .Aueust 1926 there 'l'Jere 996 

cars 'of an overall ... :idth exceeding ten (10) feet ten (10) inches and. 1."'1 July 1947 

there were 3~171 cars of such ~·lidths. Throughout t.he record there appears no 

positive statement or prediction tr.at in t.'''lC i'-.:.t-..;.re t~e size of freight. cars will 

be incre~sed beyond ten (lq) .feet ten (10) inches in width overall ar.d over fi1'teen 

(1~) 1'eet six (~) inches i:l height 1'ro::l top o.f rail to top of runnin& board.~ and 

the evidence shows that procrcssive steps 3.re being taken by one carrier to red-.:.ce 

the overall width 01' its freight ear:; to ten (10) feet ten (10) inches,. and that 

the remainder of such excess width equip:-:.cnt ~y be reduced in 'width to such 

dimonsions by ~ng ~nor alterations. In order that these carriers :ay have 

the opportunity to reduce the siz.e of their freight equipment to ten {10) feet ten 

(lq) inches in ,?idth" the order pro\-:'des that freight cars of a "I'lidth exceeding 

ten (lq) feet ten (10) ir.ches,. but not. greate: than eleven (ll) .feet one (1) inch 

may be transported in the state ot:. caJ.iforr.ia for a ~riod of not more than one (1) 

year after the ei'i'ect.ive date thereof~, provided they shall be pe:'''mo9.ncntly marked" 

stenciled or placarded. 

In view of the i:'lcreased u;-;~ of freigl'lt car.:; III excess of ten (10) i'eet 

eiGht (8) inches in width, a"'ld in excess o.f .fift.cen (15) feet one (~) inch in 

hcieht £ror.l top of rail to top of %'\:I'.r.ing board, upon which the clear~ce s pre­

scribed in Ci<lnero.l Order 26-c arc based, the nc":r ger.:cral ord¢·r is predicated on 

the operation of f'rei:;!lt ears of .:I. w"ld.th of ten (10) teet ten (10) inches in 'Width 
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• 
overill" and .fifteen (15) feet si.x (6) i.."'lche::: l.."'l hcit;ht :ro:l. top of rail to top 

of running board. Consequcntl:r, a.::O:lC other :-evisions,. zide clearar.ces from 

center line of t:'ack over which frcigi1t c,,"rs are operated a.."'e inc:-eased from 

seven (7) feet three (3) inches to seven (~) fcet siX (6) inche~ tor plat.foros 

of a height of four (~) feet or less abcve top of rail, centers of certain 

parallel tracks a...-e increased fro:':. thi..-tce::. (13) feet to fourtecn (J.1J.) feet,' 

centers of parallel tea.~ tracks are il'lcreased .from eleven ell) feet six (6) 

inches to thirteen (13) feet, a"'ld clear~"'lccs for overhead construction over 

tracks upon which freight eq~poent is operated arc increased from tvmnty-two 

(2~) feet to twenty-two (2~) .feet six (6) inches aoovc top of :-ail •. 

It is the Co~ssion's opL"'lion that these new and revised regu1atio~ 

provide a reasonable st;md:lrd. o.i' sru:'ety for railroad employees, passengers and 

cu:tomers of co~on carriers ~"'ld the public in ~cnera1. 

In connection with this new general order certain conflicts have been 

created as betweE'n it and General Order ::0. 95, ~t..ich governs overhead line con-

struction. The Coz:nnissior. is considerine bri."lgine t.he tw gener31 order~ into 

accord by a. sepa.rate a .. :cndment to ~neraJ. Order ~ro~ 9S.' . 

In eoni'or:'li t~r· with the reco:n."lc!'ldat.io:'ls :J.greed upon during infortnal con-

ferences relative to UU.s ~tt.cr, an~ upon t.he cvide~ce presented at the for=al 

hearings thcreor., it is our opinion that the S.:l.':e proposed order introduced as 

~lUbit ~o.· 7 in the proceedings should he adopted. 

ORDE.R 

The Cocmission on its O· ... 'r., ::lotion, havir.e; instituted an investigation 

into the ~easonableness of :'egulations goverr~ng mirJJn~ clearances adjacent to 

railroads and street railroads, and the said investigation having been submitted 

following the taking of evidence at p\:.o11c heari.n;s~ and based 'Upon the record 

and upon the findinGS con~ned in the !ore;oing opinion~ it is hereby found that 

the regulations goverr~ne ~"l~ overhead and side clear~"'lces adjacent to such 

railro::l.d:::, contained in the attached General Order 26-D, are rea!:>onable <:l.."'ld should 

be adopted, and 

\ 
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IT IS HEREBY O~ERED that said ~nera1 Order No. 26-:0, attached hereto, 

be and it is hereby adopted, and sr~ bccoce effective on February 1# 1948. Said 

~neral Order 26-D shall supersede General Order 26-C and SUppl~ment 7 thereto, 

Decision No. 391.172, in Case No-. 2290. 

The Secretary is hereby directed. to cause a certified copy of this 

opinion and order to be served by registered :nail u:pon each railroad corporation 

and each street railroad corporation. 

The effective date of this orde:- sr..all be February 1, 1948: .. 

Dated at ,San FranCiSCO, Cal1i'orni<l, this I r,d, day Of' January, 19l1.8. 
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0 .. 0. 2o-D:P.D 

GENEP..AL OPJ)ER 
NO~ 26-D ' (Superseding ~eral Orde:- :,jo. 26-C) 

.?U3LIC vTILIT!;::.s CO:~.:rqs!ON OF ':HE ,STATE OF CA!.IFOR.'J!A 

REGULAT!ONS COv;::..,\NI~;G C!.E,,'I,.1'1ISCES ON' RA!LRO.!.:lS A.'lD STREET RAIL­
ROADS i'aTH RE...~.zNCE TO S!D'=: k\"D OVE..~$AD STRucTUREs; 'PA.~L 
TP.Ac;:"s, CROSSINGS OF PUBLIC: aOADS, ?IGH7:~S AND .S~..EETS. " ' 

AdOPte~lJ?! ~48. E!!eCtiV~1948 
IT IS ~~~B~ ORD~-n by the, Public Jtilities C6mcission of the State of 

cal:l.!ornia that the mir.i:lu."":L clearance req'Uire:lents tor railroad.s and street rail-

roads hereinatter prescribed sr.all herea.!'ter be obse:-ved in thi.s state in all 

construction or reeonstruction of tracks or, structures 'adja.cent to traCk,S. 

IT IS HEREBY FUR7dE..~ OR:)ERED that no ra:Uroad or street. railroad cor-

po ration shall operate an:'.l cars, trains, ::lotors" e~:ines., or other rolling equip­

ment over its ovm or other tracks, exce~t as 'hereinafter provided, on which over-

head or side clearances, or clearances bet~en trac~s, are less than the minimu= 

herein prescribed, if ~~ch tracks or ~tructure~ adj~cent to such tracks are con-

st~cted or reconstructed subsequent to the effective date hereof. 

SECTION 1 

For the pu.-poses of these regulations 
definitions a:: here~ter prescriood will govern. 

1.1 HEIGHT OF A FREIGh"'r CA.~ is the distal'lce bet",...een the top of rail and the top 

of the runr~g board. 

1.2 SIDE OF A FREIGHT CAR is that part or appurtenancC1' of a car at the ma."dJ:lUIU 

distance measured at l~ght angles from the center line of the car. 

1 • .3 WIDTH OF ;.. FREIGHT c;~ is twice tbe distance from the center line to the 

~ide o£ a car as d.etincd hereL~. 

l.~ OVERHE,AD CLE.ARANCE is the vertical distance from the level of the top of 

the bighe st rail to a st:"Ucture or ob struct±on"aOove .. 

l..$, 'SnE CIBA.~~CE is the shortest dista.."'lce from the center line 't:>.ftrack to a 

structure or ob~truction at the side of track. ' 
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STA!:!)A.'O GAUGE :'..A!LHOl.DS A~J!) S7;&."'! ?A.'!1?();..nS 
TRA;llS?u.:-'.'I'lNLi FicilLir:r CAl\s 

Overhead ~learances 

2.1 The ~~~~~ o7erhead c1e~ance above railroad a.~d street railroad t:acks~ 

which a:e IJ.scd or proposed to be u~ed ~or tr&l"l.~1>Orti::e freight car:!:~ sl~ll 

be t'WC!'lty-t";','O (22) .feet :i.x (6)' i."lchec. Structures constructed prior to 

the effective date o;.~ tl':ic O!"Cc:;' r.'.o:ly be oaintD.ined. at S'.lC:' clearance 'as 

2.2 The o't"erh~ac clea:-.:l.!"!cc aoo,,:'~ top of rail of s.lch. tracks locat...e':' inside oz'" 

build.ir.gs :::lay be red.uced to cightceri (18) feet,. p:'ovidcd that this elear-

a.nc~ sh.J.ll a.pply only to t:-D.cks tcr:nit'latir.g within the building, and 

further pro,,"ided, that ";';hen a.'1 o·,e:':'ead clearance Of less than twenty-two 

(22) feet exi:::ts on tracks inside S'.lch building~ all c.:u-s, trains, motors, 

ellgine::> or other eo.tip:nent z:~a.ll 'c..~ orO'l;.ght to a stop before enterir.g e'.lch 

building~ the conci tionc j::'ovic.ed to require euch stop to be approved by 

the Co:r.mission. 

2.) Unless otherv.~se pro7ided he!"eL~,'overhead clcar~~ces ~uthorized in this 

section .lrC ap?lica.bl~ onl:-r 'to t!'clcks on ':'lhicn freicht Celr: ha~linZ a. heiznt 

not exceedinz !'i!tcer. (15) .fcot s!.x (6) i."1ches .:...~ trw.sported. Freight. 

car~ of a heicht exc~~dine tittecr. (15) teet t~ur (4) inc~es, out not 

greater th:l.n fi.;:.'tccn (15') teet s:"'-.; (6) :.rochos ;;>~all O~: per..o.an~~tly '::larkcd~. 

stenciled", or pJ...lcardcd .:loS hcrei:'.a£~:- requi:'cd" 3.:1c. ~ch mrkir.gs main-

tained in a leeible conditio~ rea~'1S as follows: 

"This car 

~CESS !-iZ!G=-::'. n 

-:i:he !!arkings required ir. t!-..is :::ubsection sM:1 be :':lade pcl"::la.ncnt or. o~'.ned 

cars as soon a:. practicable ':'lith a 3/L.n stripe outlining a.'1 area not less 

of a. color cont:-a.~tinC .. -:1 t~ th~ car body color.· All such rcquir\'}d .:.:J.:-ki.:l,;::: 

a.nd pl.:loca:-di.~e shall be placed. on t.~ ~ide a.djace!l t to t:.c ladder or r..and-

holds near the fioo!' line of the ca.r at '~ach "of the four corners. 



tl'~:r-l:.ed · .. :it~Ol.l~ coclpli.lnce · .. Ii ..... ;... the ~C<:{1,;.ire::lCllt.S of ::\lozcctioD 2.3 of . 

eX:l'libi t t.hroughout the ,ro:.:.te an oYerhead clear<2Dcc of t .... /tmt.y-t'Wo (22) .feot 

::;ix (~) inc~e::; cl:; rcctuircQ. j;n S"J.bscction 2.1 of ~his order. 

2.5 If freight cars of a heig!:lt r.reater tba."1 .fil'tce~ (lS) feet ~ix (6) il'lches are 

transported ~r prop~sed 't;o "be t:-an...rporte<:i, :dr..i.~ overhead clearances sr.Al.l 

be increased by ~~ ~o~t·~t less than =uch additional height. 

SECT!ON :3 

Side .Clearances 

3.1 Mir.im'.lJ:l sic.e clearances from ce::.ter l:.ne ~r tar.gent sta.":.dard ga1.:.gc railroad. 

and :;rtreet railroad t::-a¢ks,.-:;hic~ are u:;ec. or proposed to be u:ed fer trans-

be 10'::. 

3.2 All struc't.ures a.."'l.d oO:::t:""J.ctiQnc :a::'ove t!"lC top of the rail 

except those herein~ftcr S?Ccitic~y ~entionc~ • • 

Note: Posts, pipes,. · ... -ariiine siC:'l.s a."ld sir.ilar 
obstruction:: sbouldJ' 'Nhc:-e practicable" 
Move .l side clQra..'"lce of te::. (10) £eet. 

Plllt.forms eight (8) inches ~r"'le$s above top of :-til 

. . . . 

• • • 

Platfor.:lS four (4) teet orJ.ess -o.oovc top o.f rail •• . . . 
3.$ Platforms four (4) ,feet ,six (-6) i.~chcs 0:' lc;ss above top of 

rei'rieer:ltor cars _ ...... _ ....... ~. ' •..•• . . . . . 

than seven (7) !eet'~e ,q) ''lnciles ~ly be extended at 

:;uch clearc'll'lcc u:UOSS such extons3.on is in cOl"'.nection v:ith 

tho reconstruction or ·,tbe or:.gil'lal plc.t!'orm. 

~Jotc: COr.l.bin.:rtion~ -of 'Olatfol"ClS u.1'lcicr :~bsectior.s 
3..4 and ,3..$ 71ill- not. be -permitted. Cortbina­
tions ofoplatform= ~ce~ s~bseetio~ 3.3 ~~th 
eitber of those under <;'.'i:bscc"tion: 3 .• 4 or 3.$ 
is pcx::ittcd:~rovided. '-:..~t the platfor:l und~r 
~~~scction 3_3'~r~~cnt= ~ level surface tro~o 
~ point not more tr~n;~~ur (1) teet cieht (8) 
1."1c1'1c$ from center li!'lc of ~c?ck to th~ f~ce 
or ,;·ro.ll o:!: th~ pl.'ltfor:::. wi'th which it i~ 
coz:.oincd.. 
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3~ 7 Poles S"olpportinb trolley cor.t.1ct conlluctor.s supplyinC :llotive 

single or double ~ir. t*~ek .. • • Wi ••• ,'" • • • • .. .... • . . . 
Note: In order to bri:':~ :;'Jli tch st:l."ld tareetsinto 

clear vici;:m where pole lines J.rO or ha.e bC():1 
constructcd ~~ le,:;al clearance on railro.ed.s 
ope:'atec, by ('IVOl"heac. trolley COI!tact ... the' cleal .... 
ar.ce as :'l.p;;.::'::'ec. to :-.... i tch ~tond:;; may be reduced 
to seve~ (7) te~t s~ (~) inches. 

, 
.3.8 S .. ':io!;,ch box")~ .. S""/,'itch-c,e:"3.ti."lg :'riecha.nis:r.s and. accessories 

necessary ~or ".he CCI::.tl'ol .:me. operation o! zignals ,and, inter-

lockers projectir.; :.'01.!r (4) incb~s 0:' .le:;s .lbovc the top of 

rail • • • • • • • .. . . . . .. . . • r ........ __ .. _ 

3.9 Sigr~s ar.d s~v.i~ch st~~ds thre~ (.3) feet or ,less ~ve top 

of rail and 10c')' ted 'cct .. ·.'Cc~ trac~-:::; ";,,hcre li.O't. ;):.ra:e.tit::c.b1~ to 

3.10 Through bridges support~~ track a!!~ctcd~ t~~~~? water 

columns ~nd oil col~~~= ........ ~ M •• ~ __ • .. .. .. .. 
3.11 The clcar~~ce:; for (a) trsoughbridges suppor+~r.g tr~c~ 

affected, (b) rm.ter bc.rrcl pla:t.!'o:"::'!.S and refuge ?lat.t'o:rms on 

bridges and trestles not provided "lith ~ys, (¢) hanclrail~" 

(d) ';'later barrels, (e) .,.:awr colu::ms, (f) oil col\lmIls" (I,;) 

bloc% signal:::, (h) cutt1c g\:.arc.s,. a.r.d ·<i),.3tock chute:;, when 

all or portions thereof are four (~) feet or leso above top of 

rail,- may be decreased to the extent defined by a l~~e'extend~ 

ing diaaonally upl'~d £ro~ a point level \~th top of rail and 

five (5) !eet dista.. .... t latcrallj !ro:n. cl'.:ln:ter lineo! tra.ck to n 

point four (~) teet c.bove top of rail ~ .... d eight (8) £ect dis­

tant laterally i'rom conter li."le of trc.ck; pro\1.ded, horJevcr" 

bridges wi t.h walk".V3.Ys zhall bo? seven (7) feet nine (9) 

inches, and". p:-ovidad !'urther, the ~ni."llum clearance for 

fence:; of cattle guard.s sr.all be six (6) teet. (9) inches., 
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Note.: Unless p:eviol.l.~ .a.ppro'\-ed by the COl:" .. ~ssion" tbe 
clearances a\l:t.."lor~~(1~"i: s-Jbsec~ion 3.ll of this 
_rder" except as -·pro·,r...dec. for handrails and ... iater 
barrel:s" are no't 'J'e:"l""..i~tod on tr.ro~h o::"idges where 
the -"lIork o~ tr.:nnmcr! or :@:...-c.":le~ require them to be 
upon the decks o~ such,bridge3 for the pu.~se of 
coupling and u.::.co-.:.pling cars in the performance 0:£ 
S'.vitch1ng serv-~ce on a .sm.tc'hing lC:J.d. 

3 .. l2 The side clearanc~s specified herein shall not apply to r.lail . 

crane s d,urine' such ti:ne s as the arms of S'U~h tlail crane s are 

supporting a mail sack for delive~/, provided tr~t the top arm 

is not then hieher thar. t.e::. (10) feet eight (8) iIlches above 

top of raU and neither arm e:r."..cnd:;; ".vithin si."( (6} !.~eet five. 

(S) L~ches fror- the center line o~ track. 

;"3.; .Icing Platforms and Supports • _. • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . 
3.14 Operatior.s over portions of track adj.::.ccnt to ici."'le plat,fo:-:ns 

heretofore constr'J.ct.ed with a side clcal"ance of less than seven 

('() teet eight (8) inches shall be rt:!:ltrictcd to tbc l:10vement 

and the necessary use o~ such tr~ckc for the unlo~clinr. o~ 

~~pplies required tor the oper~tior. of the icing deck. 

3.15 ~opo:ed extension of e:cisti.~S iCing p1atfo~s at l~~s than 

seven (() teet eight (8) inches shall be referred to the Co~-

mission ~or app~ov~l ~e£o~c procccC!r~ ~th such ?~ject. 

3.16 All rnirJ.mum. side clcar~ccs prc~cri~cc. in tb.i: Sl:ction are for t.:m::;ect track. 

,;, .. is~ :::'(:C!.1ll.red tor tcl."1gent. track. i'il'.ere tne Co:mssion has determined that 

space is li-ntea, th~ ~U!:l. side clearances tor structures adjao'~nt to 

tangent track~ but where tr~ck cu~~~~ exceeds twelve (12) degrees, one­

half (1/2) i~ch for each de;r~c of the c~:e s~~ be add~d to the mL~~~ 

side cl~ce required. tor taneC:'l.t tr~ek.-

3.17 T~ center line of any tr~ck con~tructcd in ~~d along a public st~et ch3l1 

b~ at lc~st ton (lq) :'eet fro:n th~ prolXlrty lir.c of said street, or it the 
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s~ethas .a. la,,;,r.t;\:.lly'~st.lblished. curb line, such traer. shall be at lea.st 

ten (10) tee~ from zuch line. 

3A1S rfuen track~ are operated exclusively for logging purposes, log rcllways 

which ~rve them may be erected at less than the :ninir.ru.m side clearances 

~erei."l prescribed. 

3.19 I..!i."'li:l\.ll'll side clearanceo authorized. i.."'l this sect.ion are applica~le to tra.cks 

on which freight ears having a ':1idth no':. greater t.."Wl ten (10) feet ten (10) 
I 

,. inches a.re t:ansportcd.. Fre!.g..'ltcars of a Vlidth exceeding ten (10) teet ten 

(10) inches but not greater than eleven (ll) teet one (1) inc:':l 'My be' trans-

ported tor a period of not :nore t!".ar. one (1) year after the effective date of 

this order, provided they shall be per:nanently :larked", stenciled; or placard- , 

ed,. and such markings ~intained ic a legible condition reading 

11 Tl:'.i s car 

All such required markings and placar~"lg shall be placed on the side adjacent 
f 

to the ladder orhandholds near the floor lir.e of' the car at each of the four 

corners • 

.3.20 ,Except as provide~ in subsection 3.19 of tl".:is order, if freight cars of' So 

width greater than ten (10) feet ten (10) inches are tr~sported or proposed 
. ' 

to be transported) mir~u::l. side clcar.u'lces shall be increased by an a."!l.ount 

equal to one-half such additioniU 71idth, and the distance between parallel 

tracks as provided ~"'l oubsection 5.4, of tr.i5 order shall be increased by the 

amount of such additional width. 

SECTION h 

Q\"erhead and Side Clearances 

~.imum overhead and side clearrui.ces as p~scribed in ,See"tions 2 and :3 of this order 

may be decreased to the extent defined bj" the half eirc'~"!I!erence of a circle having 

a radius 01' eight{8) teet six (6) inehes and tangent to a horizontal line twcnty-

"\. two (22) teet six (~) inches above top 01' rail at a point di1"'ectlyover the center 

line of track; provided, ho~ever" that for t~Jlels and tnrough bridges ~ch radius 

may be eight (~) teet, and provided f1.:rt~r, t.'vJ.t subsections 2.3 and 3.19' of this 

order ~all apply hereto. 
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SEC':!ON 5 

Cleara.."'lce Between P:lrallel Trac:<::: 

> .. 1 The mi!"J.mu.,,: distance between the center line s of p.'3.rallel standard. gaug~ 

'tr.lcko s~ be fourteen (11.) feet exce:pt as he!'ei."lai'ter provided. 

$.2 The ce:tcr li."e of a."y standard gau.ge track" except a mir. track or a ~s ::;ing 

track" parallel and adjacent to a ~in ~ack or a passingtr.lck" shall be 

at l~ast fifteen (l~) feet irc-!: ":.hc ce~ter line of such ~"'l tr.lck or paSSi.""lh 

track; p:ovidcd" however" that' whc:.-ea P<l~si."S track is ad,jacent +..0 and at 

least i'i:f'teen (15) feet distant from the :na3Jl track" ar.y other track ::lay 00 

-constructed adjacent to such pa~inr. tracl': ~~Iith clearance prescribed in 

subsection 5.1 of this order. 

S.3 . The center line of any standard gauge ladder track" constructed-pa.!'allel to 

/JIlY other adj<lcent track, shcll haYe .'l cle.:lrance of not less t~n twenty 

(20) feet from the center line of such other track. 

5.4 The minio~ di~tance between th~ ce~ter JjL~es of parallel tc~m" house and 

indu:try tracks shall be thirteen (13) feet. 

5.5 Main" siding <lIld y:l.rd tracks co:".structed prior to the effective d:lt€-. of this 

ordt:!r '.'.'ith distance of not le:::5 th:m tr-.irtecn (13) feet bet":':een track centers 

iJAy be extended -:.i thou-:. incrc~!:ine S'J.ch dist.lnc~s. 

Other Conditione ~,,~ Obztructions ~djacent to Tracks 

6.1 No merc~dise" ~tcria1 or otncr ~rticlcs s~ll ~ placed or permitted to 

remnin eithzr on the &rour.~ or o~ platfor.os adj~cent to ~y tr~ck at a Cis­

t<l.nce less than eight (8) feet six (6) inches fron the c03ntcr line of track. 

6.2 A suitolble line or other :!larl~cr sno'l:.ld. b.;) m.'lin~in¢d at a distance of eight 

(8) feet six (6) inches £ro~ th~ c~ntcr line of track" on all plat£or.ns" 

excluding pass~nGer plat!o~s" to indicato the ~ace ~long edge of th~ plat-

foI'l!! which li:Ust be kept clc.:u- c:f.' :n~rch.,;''''ldise, l'!l:lteri~ or ot.her articles. 
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'~J\"<!''''C'! 7 
~ ... , ""-

~dinj. on.Opc:l Top C,"ll"<z 

7.1 N'o ::1.0vements shall be made 0:: "per. top ear~ C01'ltair.inZ lac.!1~t; cxte:ld!:'l~ in 

excess or !'i.!'tecr. (15) foet 5~: (6) inc!'lcs in heig!'lt a~)ov~ to? of rail or cx-

te!lding J....'l.terally in exces::; of 1:ive ($) !et~~ five (5) j,:l.c~e::l i"ro:n center line 

of car.1 except as hereina:ter prescribed. 

ti'Vc: (5) .feet. five (5) j.."lches i'ro~ ee:ltcr line of car" shall be restricted 

tolacL"l~ the size or ~~nsions of wr~ch ca~ot be red~ced. 

7.3 . .i~l'open top ca;:,s with lad.l:lg extenCing laterally ~"1 excess of ii·/e (5) feet 

five (5·) .in?hcS from ..center 1i."'le of car or ir. excess of i'i!teer. (15) feet si."( 

(6) inches in·beight above tol' or :oai1, ~r.all be l'l:lcru-dcd on the loa<i. itsc::..!' 

in a cor.spicuous place "':'/hen pr.:l.cticable" and t.he car shall be r:ta.rked, steccU-

7.4 On a. ..... :J trai."1, the consist of vri".:ich :i,:"!cl~des ca:'S loade": as .described i."'J.~o-

sect.ion 7.3 of this order" such c~rz ~~all be blocked together in one place 

(5) cars distant fro!:!. both ~hc cabO¢~ a."'ld t.he er.zine., 

7.5 ,A train order sr.all O~ delivered to eye,::".! trai.."l containing a:r.y car the lading 

on · .... hich extend::; laterally in excess of five (5) feet rive end o::.o-~ (rl/2) 

inches from center line of c:lI' or in excess of fifteen (15) feet six (6.) 

inches L"l height above top o~ rail, L"'1£o~~ the cre~ of the train that the 

train includes such car or car:s" s t..ltir:.g the total nurlber thereof, and advi~ 

ing that no :netlber o! the train c:ew is required to ride or:. any such ear::;. 

7.6 ,A train ord.er shall ~ delivered to ever:.~ train t.he operation of 'which ~y be 

a.i'fected by the presence or tlovetlent. of a train contair.ir.g such 7Jide loads, 

described in subsection 7.5 of tr.is orc!er, int'or::l.ir.g th~ cre':7 o! the train of 

that f.lct. 

'1. 7 Yard~uper'lfisors ,s~all be given r.oti:-ications sufticiently in advance of the 

arrivo.l of cars, th~ lading on '::hich ex--...cnds later.llly ir. e::<ces::> of five (5) 

feet .five and one-~ (S'-l/?) inches from. center line of car" to cno.ble them 

to take neces~ary precautions to '~eguard employees in yard. 
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1.8~s on. wr..ich the laC..ing exece':':: fifteen (15) feet six (6) inc!'l.es in heillht 

above tol' of rail, if other:.'icc it! col:lpliance ,,::1 th these re<;.uirel!lcnts as to . 

width of ladirlg" and th<!l na~c o~ which :precludes the l'robability of 

c~ployces getting on top of or pas~ing over th~~, arc exc~pt fro~ the 

condition~ o~ t~ sec~on with the exceptior. of =ubsec~on 7.h of this 

order. 

SB~::::ON 8 

Overhead ane Side Clear~ces 

8 .. 1 For the operation of equi}jr.lent on narro"::g.:J.uge ":.racks, t!'l.e ::U..'"limu.":l overhead 

cleara."'l.ce shall provide a cl.ist.3nce Q.bo ... -e tbe to? of the hi~hest CJl!" operated 

not less than tbat pro".ridec. '!.n tr.is ~r tor Cc'll'S fifteen (15) feet six (6) 

inches in hei~ht opera~d on standa.-d gauze tracks; the side clearances and 

dist..'11lees bet\':een cente: lines o:tr~ks shall provide a r.J.ista.."'l.ce from the 

sides of, or bc".;,"reen -::'hc ~dest cars opc:-atcci, not less than those distances 

herei."'l. proy1dcd for C'3.:::-:: ~n (10) feet. 'ten (10) 1nchc~ in ",vieth operated on 

8.2 ,All other requ:ire::lcnts or this order ~,:here app1!.cablc :;hall be observeo by 

narro,/, ~auee rai1rO.'lds. 

MIL.~OA!)S !\:~ STRE.:.""'T RAI1.QO.'.DS 
NOT 'rlW~$~'QIt:I!~C: FR.3rGH'l' CARS 

Overhead and Side Clear.lnccs 

9.1 The minimum ove~head clearance above railroae a."'l.d ~trcet railroad tracks 

'I'lhich are not u::ied or proposed to be u.sed for t.ra."'toporting freight cars ' 

shall be fourteen (lh) i'eet. 

9.2 Mi."litlurn. :::1de c1earar.c~s of railroacl and street railroad tracks which arc not 

used or proposed 'I'JO be usee. for trans;>ort1ng t~ight cars shall be t.i.irty 

(0) inches from the sic.e of the wic.cst equip~t.operated, exce~t that for 

poles supporting trolley contact conc.uc'tOrs bet;J'gecn ::l.lin line double tracks 

:::ueh -clist.lnce '&y be dec:-eased to twenty-tour {2h)j,nches. 
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9.,'3 Mini .. ~t:."U overhead and $:i.de clcClr.ar.ccs as pre.3cribeo. in this sec'tio:l. may be 

decrea.sed to the extent defined by a line extending diaE;on.llly down'Nard fro::". 

a point fourteen (ll) feet lJ.oove t~e ~p of rail ~d feur (4) i'cet c.istar.t 

_.~terall.Y from 'the center line of t:'ack to a point eight (.3) feet abo·.: the 

top or -.rail- ~."'lC. clicta."lt laterally thirty (30) incr.es fro-::. the oide oj.' the 

'wide st eqUipr:lent opera tee ... 

9.4 Mi."lirlU:l side clecra."'lC~s as prcscri~ed in this section ::laj be decreased in 

bridge~1 t~"lels or sub~~js to the extent de~~c~ by a line extending 

di3.;;onilly -u:pw~"'C. !'ro::l a poi:':.t :e7",1 with the top 0:" rcil Q.."'ld. five (5) teet 

di:ta.'?t.l.:t.torally. i'rO::l the center line of' trolC:-:: to a. point four (ll.) feet 

aoovo the top of' rail .a.r.c. ciisto.nt lateraJ.l,j· thl::ty (0) inches from the :;id~ 

of' the y;idc~'t equip:':ler.t oFCr~ tcti •. 

SSCT:CN 10· 

Clear~ce Ee~~reen Pa:allel Tanscnt Tracks -, 

shall be not less "t...'-lan 'the~(!t~·o! the 'tidest car operated plu~ twenty-four 

(24) inche~ •. 

SZCTIO:~ II 

,Exce;ticns 

ll.l Mir.i.'tU:l clear.'l.iceo prescri~c. i."'l Sections 9 and. 10 of' this c:der rna,. be 

red~ced alone; passcng'3r platfor:lS suoject ':;,0 a?proval by the CO::l.-:U.ssion. 

11.2 lZini."r.~ clearances pre:::cribed :I.."l Sections 9 and 10 o! this order maj be r~-

which clre U5CC. exclu~ive1y for rail:-oad pa::;se~ger tra..f!ic; i'rovided that the 

passenger e~~ipment operated thereon ~~1l ~~ve all ~±n~OW$ and other open-

ings effectively barred. 

SECT!OK l2 

Public Roacis , ~ip;h ... :a:rs, . 
and Streets Cross~~ Under Trae~~ 

= 

12.1 "ihe~ a railro~d or st::-eet :::oailroacl. crosse:; ... .bove &.::'.y puolic road,. hi~h't'Ja:-:,. 

or stre~t" a ::ini.'tu:l overhead c1e3rcl."'lce of !'ourteen (J1) feet shall be 



provided above the 5U~facc of ~cbro~, hiCh~~y or st~ct~ 

12.2 .T.here..a railroad 0:" street :.. .. .2i~oa.e crosses above ao'? :public road, highway, 

or street on a single supportinb SPa."'l,7 a ::l~i11lum ndt-h or t.~:e~'lty-.four (2~) 

.feet shall be provided for the o~~ir~ tor such ,ublic road,7 hi~hway or 

street. Vfnere t'\\'O or ::lore supporting Si'.lnS are 'Used. over the public road, 

highway 01' st.""'C.et, a d:nimc.m "Ii.eth of t\'relvc ..(12) .feet shall be ?rovided .for 

12.3 When the l=lublic roa<4 r.ighw3.y or street. is «cupiec. by one or more tracks, 

minbum cleal"a!lce di~!'1sio!lS siln11 be cieter::ined by this Commission for tbe 

case under conziderution. 

$C':'!O~ '13 

Public Roads, nigh~~;, ~~d Streets Crossin~ ~:er Tracks 

13.1 Where a 1'u.b1ic ro.1.d,!li;hway,. or .str~ct. cro:::::es above any r~il!-o<ld or street 

railroad track usecl or p~oposed to oe u~d ~or trar.~?orting .f'rei~bt car~, the 

minirD.UI:l clearances presc:ibed ir. ':!-..is order .for such trac~s ~ust be ob:::erved. 

railroad track which is not used or proposed to be used for transporting 
1'reight cars, :"..i:d.m\ml clcar~~ccs ~ 'prescr:.ood i.."'l this order ::lust be p~o-

top o£ rail ohall be provided unle sz ot~eX"l'Iisc ordered bjl' the Com.!nis~ or.. 

$CT:01\ ll. 

Electrie~~ Cor~truetion 

All clearances of ~lectric~: construction over, above, ~djaeent to, along or 

ac::-os: railro.1.d~ ~"le. ztrect ra..i:!:O.:Lds :;;1'..:111 confOr::l to t.he rect'uirement3 

.::peei!'ied. in ~ncra.l Oreer ~:o. 95, or such ether and further general orders 

Lcszcr Clc.'lra.'ices IA"'r.!'ully Created Prior 
to the Effective Jute of this O;acr 

Where the overhead oX' 51.c1e -cle.:Lrances between a track an~ any b·J.i1Cins, 

structure or f.'lCility a..-..e less th.l:':. the tr.ir.i.':lu::l prescribed :i.ll this order,7 
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but ,vere la~ully created prior to the ettective date thereof, the ~~ 

,clearances prescribed herd.::. ~r..all be provided whenever the bUilding" 

structure or facility is rcloca~c. or reconstructed; however, the Com::dssion 

will consider specific re~uests ~or the future continuance of heretofore law­

ful. c1earanc·e.s at such reconst.."'Ucted building, s+..ructure or facility ".'then 

application therefor r.ac been :ade as pro~dcd in sub~ection 16.2 of this 

order., 

"$C'r:i:ON l6 

,Exc::ptions 

16.1 Nothbg herein shall be construed as prever.~g the :novement of :r:la.teria1 over 

tracks 'When such ~terial iz r.eces~-y in the const:'!:'uction or ::la.intenance of 

such tracks" nor in the move~nt of special work equip~nt used in the con­

struction, mainten~~ce or operati~n of the railroad" provided such movements 

shall be carried on under such conditions as arc necessary' to provide for 

the safety of all coneerned •. 

l6.2 If in any particular ca:SI~, ex~'tion froe :my of the req,uirements herein is 

deemed nccessary by the carrier concerned" the Co~ssion will consider the 

application of such carrier for such exemption When accompanied by a full 

statement of the conditions existing a~d the reason why such exemption is 

asked. ,AnY e:<:0:!1ption so g:.ra.."ted will be li:nitcd to the particul.lT ca~ 

covered by the application. 

16.3 The Commission rese~/e$ the right 'to modify ~."y of the provisions of these 

regulations in specific cases wl".en.1 in the Co:=ission'5 opinion, public 

sai'ety, convenience or necessity .... :ould be served by so doing. 

§C':':O~; 17 

Prior Orders, DeCisions, and £j.:e:lptions 

This order supersedes all regulations goverr~g clearances bet\~en tracks 

'of :railroads or street railroads ~."d structures or obstructions adjacent 

tosuch'tl'acks bercto~ore pror:ulgated under General Order No. 26" General 

Order No. 2o-A, Qcneral Order No. 26-B" General Order ~o. 26-C" and Decisions 

Nos. 36007 and 39L.72·-1n Case No. 2290.1 provided however" that any exemptionor 
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deviation heretofore gr:t!ltcd .:1..."1e n,,·,': ir:. force ane c.f1'cct zhall not ·be 

ai£ected by this order ~nd shall re~in in force and effect ~ntil the 

further order of this Commis~ion. 

Thi~ order sh.lll be e.fi'cctivQ ____ j_~_ ...... g;.I----.,.-~}-----, 19~8. 
J\;pproved :l1'l.d dated :-'.t Sln Fr.:lnci~co, ~li!:::::thiS __ --.AI_I...r...._ ... _-___ _ 

ckl.y of __ L'7'f"gg,~~;-...r;x~' ;,;;.;;;+71'--__ , 19~8. 
U f 

PUBLIC uTILITIES CO:.c.c:SSION OF THE STATE OF CAL!FOFI.I\"IA . . 
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