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Decision Nc: 41 135

In the Matter of the Investigation on the

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIZES CO:MISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Commission's ovn motion into the recasonanle-
ress of minimum clearances on railroads and

I l @”mﬂ
street railroads, with reference to cide ' Z:’ ": ﬁ[ l

)
)
%
structures, overhead structures, parallel ) Case No. 1919
tracks, and crossings of public roads, high- )
ways and streets, as prescribed by General )
Order 26=C and Supplement 7 theretc. )
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W. W. Stevens for the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers.

George F. .rvine for Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen.

Clair W. Macleod for California Testern Railroad and Navigation Co.

Frar# B, Durkee for State of California, Division of Highways.

R. W. Duval for Pacific Gas and Zleciric Company.

C. W, Dooling for Westerr Pacific Railrcad Company, Tidewater Southern

Railway Compeony and Sacramento Northern Railway,

James G. arshall for The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Co.

F. G, Pellett for Rrotherhood of Railroad Trainmen.

Lester K, Wells fer Calli'o...v.a Strect Cable Railroad Company.

Co W. Cornell and = . Blssinger for Pacific Zlectric¢ Railwey Company.

L. C. Thompson i‘orTLos ‘Angcles Transit Lines.

Harry £, Jung for Southern Califormia Zdison Company.
Williaz P. Avery for Svitchmen's Unlon of America.

This mve..tn.ga tion, imstituted by the Coxmission upon its own motdenm, is
an inquiry into the reasona‘oleness of regulations governing minimum clearances
adjacent to and over tracks of railroads and street rai]:oads, and other matters

pertaining to railread and street railroad clearances, as prescribed in General

Order 26-C, approved larch 28, 1927 and effective April 1, 1927, and the Seventh

Supplemental Order thereto, Decision No. .39L72, in Case No. 2290, effectiire
October 1, 19L6. |
Public hearings werc had before Commissioner Rowelld at San Francisco on
November 19, 19L7, and Jamwary 7, 19LS. |
Representations, from time w ﬁime 5 have been made on the part of in-

terested parties to have certain previsions of Ceneral Order 26-C changed, on the
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grounds that there is an increasing use in California of freight cars having di-
mensions in excess of ten (10) feet cight (8) inches in width overall and heights
of over fifteen (15) feet one (1) inch from top of rail to top of rumning board,
upon whdch the clearances as prescribed in the said order were based. " The points
ralsed appeared to be of sufficient importance %o Justify a careful study on the
part of the Commission's Operations and Safety Division into the erntire matter of

rallroad clearances, Thic study included several consultations with representa—

tives of many of the carriers, the railroad brotherhoods, City and State agencies,

and indusiry.

As a result of the studics and understandings rcached during the confer-
ences, there was drafted by the Commission's Operations and Sa.fet:,; Di‘vision a
proposed general order on this subject v:hick;. was introduced at the hearing on
 November 19, 1947, and identified in this proceeding as Commission's Exhibit No. L.
However, during the hearing soze objections and new recommendations were made by
interested partics and it was suggested that a further informal conference be held
with interested parties in oxder that the formal proceedings might be shortened.

Accordingly such an informal confercnce was had -and at the adjom'hed hearing on

January 7, 19'4&, the Commission's Exhidit No. 7 was presented, which embodied
provisions upen which the conferees were in agreement and 10 which there was no
oppoaition.

Upon the terms of the proposed new genersl order, exlsting facilities
lawfully erected in accordance viih earlier clearance general orders are permitted
to be maintained according to the rules effective when such facilities were con-
structed or reconstructed, -but any construciion or reconstruction after the ef-
fective date of the rew general order must comply with the regulations contained
therein. Ir oth r words, the new general order does not require any reconstruction
of existing facilities installed prior to its effective date.

In adopting regulations governing clearances, the Coxmission must approach
this problem not only from the point of economic‘ costy bpt from the view point of
physical possibility. It is taerefore provided that ﬁpon application the Cormmis—
sion will consider deviation from the provisions of the new seneral order when such
request contains a full statezent of existing c;.andit.ions, together with the reasons

vhy aathority is asked and believed %o be justifiabdle.
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The record shows that in August 1926 when General Order 26-C was being
considercd, there were in the United States 253 cars of a height in excess of
fifteen (15) feet one (1) inch, but not over fifteen (15) feet six (6) inches from
top of rail 40 “op of running board, whereas in Jul& 1947 there were 11,992 such
cars, Also in July 19L7 there were 282 freight cars of a height of sixteen (16)
feet five (5) inches from wp of rail to top of running béard being operated by one
carrier in the State of Californmia over speciflic rouites, subject to the conditions
contained in the Commiscion's Decisions Nos. 39122 and 39597, in Case No. 229C.

In August 1926 there were 696 Ireight cars of an overall width of over
ten (10) feet eight (8) inches, but not in excess of ten (10) feet ten (10) inches,
whereas in July 19L7, there were 56,726 such freight cars being operated in the
United States. The record further indicates that in August 1926 there were 996
cars of an overall width exceeding ten (10) feet ten (10) inches and in July 1547
there vere 3¥171 gars of such widths., Throughout +he record thefé‘appears ne
positive stateient or prediction that in the future the size of freight cars will
be increased beyond ten (10) feet ten (20) inches in width overall and over fifteen
(15) feet six (6) inches in height from top of rail to top of running board, and |
the cvidence shows thaﬁ progressive steps are being taken by one carrier to reduce
the overall width of itz freight cars to ten (10) feet ten (10) inches, and that
the remainder of such excess vidth equipment may be reduced in width o such
dinmensions by making minor alterations. In order that thesc carriers may have
the opportunity to reduce the size of their freight equipment to ten (10) feet ten
(10) inches in width, the order provides that freight cars of a width exceeding
ten (10) feet ten (10) inches, but not greater than eleven (1L): feet 5ne (i) inch

rmay be transported in the State of Califorria for a period of not more than onme (1)

yeaxr after the effective date theréofv vrovided they shall be permanently marked,

stenciled or placarded.

In view of the increased use of freight cars ia excess of ten (10) feet
eight (8) inches in width, and in excess of fiftcen (13) feet one (1) inch in
height from top of rail to top of rurning board, upon which the clearances pre¥
seribed in General Order 26~C are based, the new general order is predicated on

the operation of freight cars of a width of ten (lO)‘feet ten (10) inches in width
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overall, and fifteen (15) feet six (6) inches in height Irem top of rail to top
of running board. Consequently, among other revisions,.cide clearances from
center line of track over which freigitt cars are operated are imcreased from
seven (7) feet three (3) inches to seven (7) feet six (6) inches for platforms
of a height of four (L) feet or less abeve top of fail, centers of certain
parallel tracks are increased from tairtcen (13)‘feet to fourteen (1) feet, -
centers of parallel team tracks are increased from eleven (11) feet six (6)
inches to thirteen (13) feet, and clearances for overhead gonstruction over
tracks upon which freight equipment is operated are inereased from twentyniwo

(22) feet to twenty-two (22) feet six (6) inches above top of rail.-

It 45 the Commission's opiniorn that these new and revised regulations

provide a reasonable standard of safety for railroad employecs, passengérs'and
customers of common carriers and the public ir general.

In connection with this new general order certain conflict; have been
created as between it and Jeneral Oxrder MNo. 95, which governs overhead line con-
struction. The Commission 1z considering bringing the twe general orders into
accord by a separate amendment to General Order No. 950

In conformity with the recommendations azreed upon during informal con-
ferences relative to this matter, and upon the ovidence dresented at the formal
hearings thereon, it is our opinion that the same proposed order introduced as‘

Zxhibit No. 7 4in the proceedings should be adopted.

The Coumission on it$ ovT motion, having imstituted an investigation
into the ;easoﬁableness of regulations governing miniwmum clearances adjacent to
railroads and street railroads, and the sald investigation having been submitted
following the taking of evidence av pudlic nearings, and based wpon the record
and upon the findings contained in the foregoing opinien, it is hercby found that
the regulations governing minimum overhead and side clearances adjacent to such
railroads, contained in the attached General Order 26-D, are reasonable and should

be acopted, and
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IT IS HERTEY ORDERED that said General Order No, 26-D, attached hereto,
be and it is hereby adopted, and shall become effective on February 1, 19L8, Said
General Order 26~D shall supersede General Order 26-C and Supplemept 7 thereto,
Decision No. 39472, in Case Now 2290. | |

The Secretary is hereby directed to cause a certified copy of this
opinien and order %o be served by rezistered mail upon each ra.llrdad'corporation

and each street railroad corpeoration.

The effective date of this order shall be February 1, 1948

Dated at San Francisco, Califormia, this / 2& day of January, 1SLS.

sionerse.
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CENERAL ORDER
NOe 26~D (Superseding Gemeral Order Ho. 26~C)

PUSLIC UTILITIES COISSION OF “HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
REGULATIONS COVERNING CLEIRANCES ON RAXLRO/DS AND STREET RALL-

ROADS WITH REFERZNCET 70 SIDS AND OVEREEAD STRUCTURES, PARALLEL
TRACKS, CROSSINGS OF PUBLIC ROADS, HIGHWAYS AND STREETS.

‘AdoptedM, 19L8. ercth%?L, 19L8
TI

IT IS HERIBY ORDERED by the Public Jtilities Commission of the State of
California that the minimum clearance requirements for railroads and street rail-
roads hereinafter prescribed shall hereafter be observed in this state in all
construction or reconstructién of tracks or structures-adjacent to tracks;

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that no rallroad or street railroad cor-
poration shall operate any cars, trains, moors, engines, or other rolling equip-
nent over its own or other tracks, exce»t as hereinafter provided, on which over-
head or side clearances, or clearances between tracks, are less than the minimum
herein preseribed, if such tracks or structures adjacent to such tracks‘are con-

structed or reconstructed subsequernt to the effective date hercof.

DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of these regulations
definitions as hereinafter prescribed will govern.

HEIGET OF A FREIGHT CAR 4s the distance between the top of rail and the top
of the running board.

SIDE OF A FREICET CAR is that part or appurtenance of a car at the maximunm

distance measured at right angles from the center line of the car,

WIDTH OF - FREIGPT CAR is twice the distance from the center llne to the

side of a car as defined herein.

OVERHEAD CLEARANCE is the vertical distance from the level of the top of

the highest rail to a structure or obstruciion-avove.

SINE CLTARANCE is the unortest distance from the center lire of track to a

structure or obstruction at the side of track. '




STANDARD GAUGE NAILROADS AXD STREZT RATIPOADS
TRANSFUNTING FRELGET CARS

SECTION 2

Qverhead Clearances

The minimum overhead clearance above railroad and street railvoad tracks,
waleh are used or proposed to be used for transporting “re;ght ¢care, shall
be twenty-two (22) feet six (&) inches. Structures constructed prior to
the effective date of this order may be maintained at such clearance as
was lawful at the time of construcsion.
The overhead clearance avowre 0D of rail of such tracks located inside of
buildings may be reduced to cighteen (18) feet, provided that this clear-
ance shall apply only to tracks terminating within the bullding, and
further‘provided, that when an overhead clearance of less than twenty-two
(22) feet exists on <racks insice such building, all cars, trains, motors,
engines or other equipment si:all bLe brought to a stop vefore entering such
‘building, the conditions provided to require such stop to be approved by
the Commission.
Unless otherwise provided herein, overhead clearances authorized in this
sectlon are applicable only to tracks on which freight cars having 2 height
not exceeding fificern (153) feet six (6) are transported.  Freight
cars of a height exceeding fifteen (15) feet four (L) inches, but not

greater than fifteen (15) feet six (6) 3 shall be permanently marned

stenciled, or placarded as hereinaf<er required, and such markings main-

taired in a legidble condition reading as follows:
"This car

ZYCESS u2IgED."
The markings required in this subsection shall be made permanent orn ovmed
cars as soon ac practicable with a 3/Ln stripe cutlining an area not less
than seven (7) inches by ten (20) inches,. stripes and dettering to be
of 2 color contrasting witk the car body color.. ALl such quuir»d sarcings
and placarding skall bYe placed on the side adjacent to the ladder or hand-
holds near the floor line of the car at cach of the four corners.

—

2.4 Freight cars not exceeding o neight of fifteen (25) feed six {£) inches may be

-2




transported without complionce wi%h the requirements of subsection 2.3 of
this order provided that the +racks over which such operations arc conducted
exhibid throughout the route an overnead clearance of t~::ent:.r-'-ﬁwo- (22) feet
six (6) inches as rcquired‘iﬁ subsection 2.L of tiis order.

I£ freight cars of a height greater than fifteen (15) feet six (6) inches are
wransported or i:ropcsed o e tr nspofted, mivimum overhead clearances shall

be increascd by an amount wod less than such additional height.

SECTION 2

Side .Clearances

Minimunm side clearances from center line of tangent standard gauge railread
and street railroad tracks, which are used or proposed to be used feor trans—
porting freight cars, except as hereinalter preccribed, skall be as shown

below. Minimam
< Deserinvion Side Clearance

ALl structures and obsiructions asove the top of the rail
except those hereinafter specifically mentioned o o o o o o
Note: Posts, pipes, warning signs and similar
obstruciions should, where practicabtle,
have a side cleerance of ten (10) feet,
Platforms eight (8) inches or less above top of rail . . .
Platforms four (L) feet or.less above top of rail .+ . . .+ .
Platforms four (L) feet six (4) inches or less above top of
rail when used prineipally for loading or unloading
Yefrigerator CATS ermm. o = s'm'a o o = = o = s o o « o & o
Platforms previously constructed at clearance not less_
than scven (7) feev~three (3) Inches may be exterded at
such clearance unless such extension iz in connection with
the reconstruction of “the original platform.
Note: Combinations of platforms under subsections
3o and 3.5 will rot de permitted. Combina~
tions of platforms under subsection 3.3 with
cither of those under subscetions 3.L or 3.5
is permitted provided what the platforn under
subscetion 2.3 presents & level surface from
a point mot more than Zour (L) feet eight (8)
inches from center line of wrack to the face

or wall of the platform with which it is
corbined,
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3.7 Poles supporting trolley contact conductors supplying motive
power to track affected, if of bracket consiruction, on either
single or double main 228K & v 4 4 4 b e e v s e e .. e gr3m

Note: In order % bring switen stand tarpets into
clear vicion where pole lines arc or have beca
constructed 2t legal clearance on railroeds
operated by overhead trolley cortact the clear-
ance as apsiled to switch stands may be reduced
te seven (7) feet six (8) inches.

Switch boxms, switch-cperating mechanisas and accessories

necessary Jor whe control and operation of signals and inter-
lockers projecting four (L) inches or less above the top of
TALL o ¢ o o o o @« o o s s 4 s o o v s v e smmm s s ...
Signals and owitch stands three (3) feet or less atove “op

of rail and located tetween tracks where not nracticable to
provide clearances otherwize prescrided in this order o . .+ o
Through bridges supporting track affecticd, tunnels, wakter
colums and 0Ll COIUTNE o o o o o ¢ w @ v s b r v o v v o o o
The clearances for (a) through bridges suppor+ing track
affected, (b) water barrel platforms and refuge platforms on
bridges and trestles not provided wizh wallmmys, (¢) handfails,
(d) water barrels, (e) water columns, (L) oil coltmns, (g)
bloek signals, (h) cattle guards, and (i) stock chutes, when
all or portions thereof are four (L) feet or less above top of
rail, may be decrcased to the extent defined by a line extend-
ing diagonally uwpward Lrom a point level with top of rail and
five (5) feet distant laterally from center line of %rack to a
point four (L) feet zbove top of rall and eight (&) feet dis-
tant laterally from center line of track; provided, however,
that the minimum clearance for handrzils and water barrels on
bridges with walkways shall be seven (7) feet nine (9)
inches, and, provided further, the minimum clearance for

fences of cattle guards shall be six (8) feet (9) inches.




Note: Unless p:eviou“ly-appro"ed by the Conmis ion, the
clearances authorized in subsection 3.11 of this
erder, except as: prov:dec for “ardra_ls and water
barrels, are not‘pe-m;tted on through oridges where
the work of trainmen or yarcnen reauire them to be
upon the decis oﬁ such bridges for the purpese of
coupling and uncoupling cars ir the performance of
switching service on a switching lead.

The side clearances specified herein shall not apply to mail .

¢ranes during such times ac the arms of such mall cranes are

supporting a mail sack for delivery, provided that the top am

is not then higher than ten (10\ feet eight (&) inches abdove
wp of rall and neither am ertcnd within six (6} fecet five
(5) inches from the cemter lire of track.

Jeing Platforms and SUPDOTES o o o o o 2 o o o o v s o o o o .
Operationé over portions pf track adjecent to lcing platforms
heretofore constructed with a side clearance of lesz than seven
(7) feet cight (8) inches shall be restricted to suo movement
or switching of trains containing refriperator cars to be iced,
and the necessary use of such tracks for the unloading of
supplies required for the operation of the icing dcék.
Propoced extension of existing ieing platfo..s'at less than
seven (7) feet eight (8) inches shall be refcrred to the Com-
mission for approval before proceeding with such project.

ALl minimum side clearances prescribed in thic sectioh are for tangent track.

in gqqg;,l’ 2am FUrBCTANCS acfacent to curved vrack, shall have a minimem

cide clearance one (1) foot greadter than the minimunm side cloarance otﬁcr—
wise required for tangent track. Wrhere the Coxnission has determined that
space is limited, the minizun side clearances for structures adjaoont o
tracks of not over twelve (12) degree curvaturc may be the same as for
tangent track, but where track cusvature exceeds twolve (125 degrees, one-
half (1/2) inch for each degrec of ihe curve skall de added to the minimrs
side clemrence required for tangeat track..

The center line of amy track constructed in and along a public street shall

be at least ten (10) feet from the property lire of said street, or if the
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street has a lawfully~established curdb line, such track shall be{am least
ten (10) feer from such line.

When tracks are operated exclusively for logging purposes, log rcllways
vhich serve them may be erected at less than the minimuﬁ side clearances
Herein preseribed.

Minimum side clearances authorized in this seciion are applicable to tracks

on which freight cars having a width not greater than ten (10) feet ten (10)

"inches are transported. Freight cars of a width exceeding ten (10) feet ten
(10) inches but not greater ihan eleven (11) feet one (1) inch may be'trans;
‘ported for a périod of not more than one (1) year after the effective date of
this order, provided they shall be permanently marked, stenciled,’ or placard-

ed, and such mariings maintained ir a legidble condition reading |

"This Car
All such requiﬁfd markings and placarding srall be placed on the side adjacent
10 the ladder or handholds near the floor line of the car at each of the fowr
corners. “
Except as provided in subsectioﬁ 3419 ef thié order, if freight cars of a
width greater than ten (iO) feet ten (10) inches are transported or proposed
to be transporfédb minimes side elearances shall be increased by an.aéount
equal to one~half such additional width, ﬁnd the distance between parallel
tracks as provided in subsection 5.L of this order shall be increased by the

amount of such additional width.

SECTION L

Overhead and Side Clearances

inimum overhead and side clearances as prescribed in Sections 2 and 3 of this order
nay be decreased to the extent defined by the half c¢ircunference of a cirele having
a radius of eight (8) féet six (6) inches and tangent to a hordzontal line twenty-
wwo (22) feet six (6)‘inches above top of rail at a point directly over the center
line of track; provided, however, that for tunnels and thfbugh bridges such radius
may be eight (8) feet, and provided further, that sﬁbsections 2.3 and 3.19 of this
order shall apply hereto.

el




SECTION S

Clearance retween PFarallel Tracks

The minimum distance between the center lines of parallel siandard gavge
tracks shall be fourteern (LL) feet cicept as hereinafter provided.

The center line of any standard gauge track, except a main track or a paséing
track, parallel and adjacent to a main track or a passing track, shall be

at loast fifteen (15) feet from the center line of such main track or passing
track; provided, however, that where a passing track is adjacent o and at
least fifteen (15) feet distans f£rom the main track, any other track may be
constructed adjacent to such passing track with clearance prescrided in
subsection 5.1 of this order.

The center line of any standard gauge ladder track, constructed-parallel to
ary other adjacent track, shall have a clearance of not less than twendy

(20) feet from the center line of such other track.

The minimuﬁ distance between the center lines of parallel teom, house and
industry tracks shall be thirteen (13) feet.

Main, siding and yard tracks constructed prior te the effective date-of this
order with distance of not less than thirteen (13) feet between track centers

nay be extended witiious increasing such distances.

SECTION 6

Otner Conditions and Qbstructions Adjacent to Tracks

No merchandise, material or otheor articles shall be nlaced or permitted to
remddn either on the ground or on platforms adjacent o any track at a dis-
tance less than eight (8) feet six (6) inches from the canter linc of track.

A suitable line or other marker should be maintained at a distance of eight

(8) feet six (6) inches from the cunter line of track, on all platforms,

excluding passenger platforms, to indicatc the space along cdge of the plat-

form which must be Xept clear ¢f merchandise, material or other articles.
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SBENION 7

Lading on.Opon Ton Cars

No movements shall be made ol open top cars containing lading extending in

excess of fifteern [15) feet six (5) inches in height above top of rail or ev—

tending laterally in excess of five (8) feet five (5) inches from center line
of car, except as hereinafter prescribded.

The operation of cars, the lading of which extends laterally in ecess of
Tive (5) feet five (5) inehes Irom center line of ‘car, shall be restricted
to lading the size or dimensions of which cannot be reduced.

ALl open top cars with lading extending late: allv in excess of five (5) fect
five (5) -inches from senter line of car or in excess of fifteen (15) feet six
(6) inches in height above top of rail, shall be placarded on the load itsell
in a comspicuous piacc when practicable, and the car chall be marked, stencil-
ed, or placarded at locations specified in subsection 3.09 of this order.

On any train, +he consist of wnica includes cars loaded as descrided in suo-

section 7.2 of this order, such cars shall be dlocked together in one place

in the trazin and if ity length permits, they shall be trained at least five

(5) cars distant from both the caboose and the ergine.

A train order shall be delivered to every train containing any car the lading
n which extends laterally in excess of five (5) feet five amd onmo=h2lf (5-1/2)

inches from center line of car or in excess of fifteen (15) feet six (6)

inches in hedght above “op of rail, inforaing t.he crew of the train that the

train includes such car or cars, svating the to':.al number thercof, and advis-

ing that no member of the train crew is required to ride on any such cars.

A train order shall be delivered to every train the operation of which may be
affected by the presenmce or movement of a train containing such wide loads,
described in subsection 7.5 of this order, informing the crew of the tradn of
that fact.

Yard supervisors shall be g:i.vcln rnotilications sui‘i‘icientl:} in advance of the
arrival of cars, the lading on which extends hteraily in excess of five (5)
feet five and one-half (5-1/2) inches from center line of car, to cnable them

10 take necessary precautions to zafeguard employees in yaxd,
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Cars on which the lading exceeds fifteen (15) feet six (4) inches in helghf

above top of rail, if otherwige in compliznce with these requirements as to
width of lading, and the nature of which precludes tr;é probability of
cnployces getting on top of or passing over them, arc exempt fron the
condivtions of th:.s section with the exceptior of subsection 7.4 of this

order.

NARROW GAUGE RATLROADS TRANSPORTING FREIGHT CARS

SICTION 8

Overacad anc Side Clearances

For the operation of equipment on narrow gamge tracks, the minimum overhecad
clearance sball provide a distance above the tor of the hichest car operated
not less than that provided in this owder for cars fifteen (15) feet six (6)
:'x.;:ches in height operated on standard gauge tracks; the side clearances and
distances between center lines o tracks shall provide a distance from th
sides of, or beiween the midest cars operated, not less than those distances
herein provided for cars “en (10) feet ten (10) inches in width operated on
standard gauge tracxs.
All other requirements of this order where applicabdble shall be observed by
narrow gauge railroads.

RAILROADS AT STREET RAILAOADS

TOT TRANSrORL NG FRELCHT CARS

SZCTION 9

Overhead and Side Clearances

The minimum overhead clearance above railroad and street railroad tracks
which are not used or proposed to be used for 4transporting f{reight cars -
shall be fourteen (LL) feet.

Minimum cide clearances of railroad and street railroad tracks which are not
used or proposed %0 be used for transporting freight carc shall be thirty
(30) inches from the side of the widest equi‘*mn’b operated, except that for
poles supporting trolley contact conductors between main line double tracKs

such distance may be decreased to twenty=four {2L) inches.




Mirimum overhead and side clearances as prescribed in this section may be
decreased te the extent defined by & line ex tenc.mg diagonally domward fron
a point Iourteen (L) feet above the %op of rail and feur (L) feet distant

. .daterally {rom the center line of track te a point eight (8) feet abor ¢ the
top of rail and distaat laterally thirty (30) inches froz the side of the

widest equipment operated. .

Minimum side clearances as prescribed in this section may be decreased in

bridges, tunnels or subways to the extent defimed by a line extending
dlagonally upward £rom a point devel with the top of rail ang five (5) feet
ddstant Zaterally from the ceater Line of track to 2 peint four (h) feet
above the top of rail and distant laterally thirty (302) inckes ..rom she i
I the widest equ:.p'ne 1t operated.
SECTION 10-

Cleare.nce cetween Parajlel Tanzent Tracks

The minimun distance between the center lines of parallel tangent tracks
shall be not less than the width of the wides? car operated plus twenty-four

(2L) inches. .

S2CTION 1X
centions

Minimunm clearances preseribed in Sections § and 10 of this crder nay be
reduced along passenger platforas supject W approval by the Commission.
Uinimum clearances preceribed in Sections 9 and 10 of this oxder may be re-
duced for trackage locoted in subways and tunmels or compartments therect,
which are used exclusively for railroad pa.,qenger traflic; provided that the
passenger equipnment operated thereon skall rave all windews and other open-
ings effectively barred.

PUBL"C ROADS, EICEWAYS, AND STRIETS CROSSING
v ) X .nLA.L..:ﬂ.(Jl =3 .a..\d.) =) mmcal‘m

SEZCTION 12

Public Roads, Highways, and Streets Crossing Under Tracks

12.1 Where a railroad or street railroad crosscz above any public roadg, hu,h'-:av,

or strect, a minimun ovorhead cloarance of fourteen (2..‘..) feet shall be
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provided above the surface of "uch roas, highwmay or street.

There a railroad or street ral,;oad erosses asove any public reoad, highway,
or street on a szng;e Sup po***n; span, a minimum width of tweaty-four (2L)
feet shall = provided for the cpening foi such public road, highway or
street. There two or more suyport_nﬁ spuns are used over the public road,
highway or street, a minimum width of twelve (12) feet shall ve provided for
€ach opening.

When the public road, highway or sireei is occupied by one or more tracks, .
minimgm clearance dimensiens snall be determined by this Commission for the

~gase under consideration.

SECTION 13

Public Roads, 1zhraa;, and Streets Crossing Over Tracks
Where a public road, highway, or street crosses above any railroad or street
railroad track used or proposed o de used for transperting freirht cars, the

minimun clearances prescribed in this order for such tracks must be observed.

Where a public road, hizhway, or sireet crocses over a railroad or street

railroad track which is not used or nroposed to be used for transporting

{reight cars, minimum clearances as-prescribed in this order must be pro~
vided, except that a minimum overhead clearance of nineteen (19) feat above

top of rail shall be provided unless otherwise ordered by the Commission.

GENERAL REQUIRELENTS

SECTION 1L

Rlectricul. Construction

Al clearances of electrical construction over, above, adjacent to, along or
across railroads and strect railwoads shall conform to vhe requirements
specified in Ceneral Order No. 95, or such cther and further general orders

covering similar reouirements as mey be currently e¢ffective.
- -

SECTION 18

Lesser Clearances Lawfully Created Prior
o the Zifective Date of tass Oxder

Where the overhead or side Tlearances betweer a <rack and any buildinz,
structure or facility are less than the minimum preserided in this order,
-11-




but were lavfully creatsd prior to the effective date thereof; the minimum
clearances prescribed nerein ;hall be provided whenever the building,
structure or facilify is relocated or reconstructed; lowever, the Commission
will consider specific requests for the future continuance of heretofore law-
ful clearances at such reconstructed building, structure or facility when
application thexrefor has been made as provicded in subsectioh 16.2 of this
order.

SZCTION 16

Exemptions

Nothing herein shall be constiued as preventing the movement of material over

tracks waer such materdal is rnecessary in the const}uction or maintenance of
such tracks, nor in the movexment of special work equipment used in the con-
struction, maintenance or operation of the railroad, provided sucﬁ movenents
shall be carried on under such cemditions as arc necessary to provide for
the safety of all conserned,. |

If in any particular case, exexption from any of the requirements herein is
deemed nccessary by the carrier concerned, the Commission will consider fhe
application of such carrier for such exemption when'accompahied by a £ull
statement of the conditions-existing and the reason why such exemption is
asked. Any exemption so granted will be limited to the particular cage
covered by the application.

The Commission reserves the right to modify any of the provisions of these
regulations in specific cases when, in the Commission's‘6pinion,‘pub1ic

safety, convenience or necessity would be served by so0 doing.

SECTION 17

Prior Qrders, Decisions, and Zxemptions

This order supersedes all regulations governing clearances between tracks
of rallroads or street railroads and structures or obstructions adjacent
to 'such tracks herctolore promulgated under Gcner;l Order Ne. 26, General
Order No. 26=A, General Order No. 26-B, General Order No. 26=C, and Decisions

Nos. 36007 and 39&72‘¢n Case No. 2290, provided however, that ahy exemption or

-] 2=




deviation heretolore granted and new in force and effcet shall not be
affected by this order and shall remain in force and effect until the

further order of this Commission.

This order shall be efiective ' Q51L££$441444r )

Approved and dated =t San Franeiseo, California, this

day of ‘ , 1918,

PUBLIC UTILITIZS COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA




