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DEle is ion No •. __ 41 ___ 1_7_1. __ 

:BEFORE , PtJ'"?LIC UTILITIES COt~\~ISSIOX OF 

~~e~fie Freight Lines, & co~po~~tio~, ) 
) 

CO:1plein~nt, ) 

vs'. 
) 
) 
) 

C1 t:l of Vernon, a cunicip-el co!".;or~- ) 
tion, Ci t7 of Los l ngE:les, e ::m.n:tc1p~1) 
corporetion, P~cif!c Electric ~ilw~y ) 
Co~pc:ny, ~ corporation, Southern ) 
Pc-effie Co::p.:~, a cor;:or~t ion, ) 

) 
Defend.:nts. ) 

) 
In the !\'~e,tt(:r of the invt;)stj_g:;,tio~ on ) 
the Commission' s o~~':;' r.lotion into the ) 
.:d·equc-cy of eXist1!'lg p!'otection .:It ) 
ce:rt~ in ~rtde cros=:ings 0:' t.l~:ed.:> ) 
St:C'e~t ~ nd tr.;.cl::s of SO'Jt!1ern F.:::cii"::'c ) 
Co:npN~1'7 the necessity :-or zdditio!1~l ) 
prl~t~ctlon, ~tc., of si;r...?ls, etc. . ) 

ST;.TE OF Cl LIFOR~:'I:. 

Cese No. 4835 

Ct.s~ :~0.~899 

GOT'don l: Kn:"l?!I, by 'qns;-h Gordon -.:ond S,t~fr'l~d t! W.?'-1gh 
for F<J:cific Freight Lines, coopl:::incnt. Thom:-s V. C::ls~1dv, City 
t.ttorney, by Edw.'=!'l"'d R. YOU!'l.?, E. I,. Sec'rll?, <!'nd Js>hn F. Q'r.::':!'l:! 
for the C1 ty of Ver~o!'l; R. :,. ':ied':'~~ !'l.C !'o!' Southern Psc,ific' Compeny 
cncl Southern P~c1:"1c Rt.:!.lro~,C! COCl;?Cny; E. t. !i. ~"s91.~g~r for 
Southerr. Pccific Con:p~,!'lY, SOtl.t::e:-n Pc:-cif!c R:.:tlro(;-.d Compzr.y, end 
Pscif1c Electric ?~!:2":i"~.y CO:i!17':"!'l3r: Roe-~,;:,," ;'~!,!0'hE'rffh for the City 
of Los ;"ng~ l€'s, dcfe!'ld~nts.. .?. '0. C"s~1ay of t .. o Co~ission' s. st~ff. 

The origin~l hec!'ing in this m~tte!' ~~s held in los hngeles 

on Aug-ast 5 to 8, inclusive ~ 1947, and resulted in Decision No. 

40858, dr-ted Octob·~r 28, 1947, the O!'der th€:rcin to b0come effective 

t~·:ent~,. (20) dCl7s frot! t::c d~,te of issu.:nce. Bec~usc 0: ~ petitionf1~ed 

- 1 -



, . 
\ .11 

November 17, 1947, 'by the Cit~r of Ve:-non, s rehearing was held in 

Los ~ngeles on December 10, 1947. 

No additional evidence was edduced at the r0hear~ng but 

rether, var~ous objec:tions to the Order' of October 28, 1947, were 

presented. The C~ty of Ve~non ag~in ch~llonged the jurisdiction 

of the Comoission so fer as' the ::lunicipalit1es in this ~roceeding 

Qre concc~ned. The othc~ defendants contended' thEt there should 

b~ e.dequete rssur~nce as to the cooplet10n of the entire project 

herein involved, before eny defendsnt is required to perform any 

p~rt of the project. 

of' tho "Opin1on" $S set out in the previous eeci~ion but to oZIDlonC!. 

th(~ HOro"erl!. m' r f '1'1 ... ~ , 1 ... . , e '1'tt _ l!1e e o!'e, v:e S~_eCl ... ~C~_ y aQOpl.o ana ~s.{ s pc .• 

he:cor sll or Decls10n ~o. 4CS58, except as amon~ed by the follow1ng 

Ordor. 

A eO:lplaint h3ving 'been filed in Cese :~o. 4835, the 

COI~mission hsving instituted sn investigation on its own :!lotion 

in Case No. 4899, the motters h::ving been consolid;ted and ~ public 

hccring D!:ld rehecri:'lg h::vi:'lg been held thereon, the mottcrs having 

been submitted, the CO'C'h~ission be!.ng f'ull.,v Qdvised in the premises, 

IT IS HERE?! FOU~;n th~,t the existi~ protective ~.nd 

trd'f'ic cO:ltrol devices now loc~ted at ttle several gr~de croszings 

and intersections :no~e p~rtic\:.lnrly described in the Opinion pa~t 
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of Dec1s1on No. 40858 , dated October 28,1947, do not afford. ada-, ,. 

quate protection to the public; that eaCh ofsa1d crossings and 

intersections i3 unduly hazardous) . and that .pub,lic s~etYi neces-, 
' " 

si ty, and convenience require the installat1'on and synchroniza-, 

tion of" adequate protective satety and traffic s_1gnaling devices. 

NOW, THEREFORE, good cause app~·ar1ng, 

IT IS KC'REBY O:iDERED that the Southern Pacific Company. 

the City of Los Angeles ~ and the C1:ty ofVe~non be, and "they -

hereby are, directed to construct and install a grade crossing 

protective signaling' system consisting of the following items 

ot 1mprov:el!1ent: 

1.. Installation of: 
(a) tour traffic signaJ.s and one wigwag at 

crossins No. BG-48S.6,located at Alameda 
and 25th Street in Vernon (24th Street in 
Los Angeles); 

(b) six traff1c signals and two wigwags at 
crossing No. ,BG-486.0, located at Al8l:l.eda 
and 38th Str~et 1n Vernon (41st Street in 
Los Angeles); 

(c) six trattics1gn.e.ls and two wigwags at 
crossing. No. BG-4~6.3, located at Alameda 
and Vernon Avenue; 

(d) six traffic signals and two Wigwags at 
crossing No. BG-487.l, located at Alameda 
and 55th Street. 

2. tnstallation of direct10nal track circuits to 
control wigwags and signals at each of the four 
crossings involved. together with synchronized 
control of such signals; such installation to be 
on the basis of singl~-track (e1ther-way) opera-
tion on each track; .. 

3. construction of flared curbs to prov1de clearance 
for. the er,ection ot wigwags and tratf1c signals 
adjacent to the track section at eaen of the four 
cross1ngs involved; 



Cases 463~ 4699 - FJ • 
4. construction incident to the synchronization of 

the traff1c signals at 25th Street witn the 
manually operated gates at the grade crossing or 
Pac1f1e Electr1c Railway Companyts Butte Street 
Yard Line tracks ac~oss Alwoeda Street, located 
about 250 feet north of 25th Street; 

5. preparation of t~e track area to receive pavement 
for a distance of 250 teet south of the south line 
of 25th Street, along Alameda street. 

6. construct1on of an asphalt-concrete pavement over 
the traek area described 1n paragraph 5. 

IT IS FURTHER ORD~ED that ~ter1als are to be supp11ed 

and work performed as follows: 

1. Southern Pacific Company 

Furnish materials and perform all work w1th1n 
the railroad r1ght of way, includ1ng installing 
and/or relocating any existing wigwags or ra1lroad 
s1gnals ;" 

rurn1sh ~aterials ~nd install pavement along the 
track area referred to above trom 25th Street to 
Ii p01nt 250 feet south thereof. 

2. City of Los Angeles 

Furn1sh mater1als and install all traffic signals 
land those portions of the c1rcui ts outs1de the 
railroad r1ght of w~y and located 1n the City of 
Los Angeles. 

3. City of Vernon 

Furn1sh rlaterials and install: 
(a) all trarric signals and tnose portions or the 

c1rcuits out~1de the railroad r1ght of way and 
located in the C1ty of Vernon. This shall in
clude the paved portions of the intersections 
concerned, located in the City of Vernon; 

(b) flare'd curbs to provide a location for wigwags 
and traffic sisnals at each of the four cross-
1ngs 1nvolved. 

4. Any party or part1es here1n ordered to furnish materials 
or effect installat10ns may, if the parties concerned 
are agreeable, make arrangements to have someone else 
furnish such I:lS.ter1als or effect such in~tallations. 
However, any arrangements so made Shall not relieve 
such party orpart1es of the respons1b1lities as herein 
set out to effect sat1sfactory complet10n of the project. 
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IT IS F1~T!~ ORDERED thct each of the ps~ties hereinabove 

ordered to furnish ~terial or perfor~ work shall keep an itemized 

reco~d of its ~ctual out-ot-pocket costs which shall include super

intendence, materiels, M:lcling, inst<)ll~,tion, freight and other 

trensportetion ch~~ges, inst:.~G\nce, and taxes, but without. overhe(:ds 

or other f.lccounts which c~nnot be definitely ass'igned es 'out-of

pocket costs resulting froo p~oviding the materi~ls end performing 

the cctucl work, and thc.t these costs' shell be borne e<!,"..la::'ly b~" the 

Southern P~c1f1c Co~p~ny, the C1ty of Los ingeles, cnc thc C1ty of 

VE:rnon. Ecch of the 8bove three shall r.lcinta:Ln, end ::d::c tv~il~;ble 

to the other. perties, ~n itc~ized st~tc~ent of these ~ctucl out-o~-

pocket costs, ~no. ~~ disr-'gree~e~t ::5 to the inclus10n of crJ':I item, 

ot' the e:nount of the s~me tiS p:"opcrly cht'!'gcable to this grcde 

crossing protective progreo sMll be referred to the C.:ollfornia 

Pt:.hlic Utilities Coom1ssion for determinztion. 

IT IS FURTEE~ ORDEP~D thrt the perties sht-ll he.ve the 

following responsibilitIes c:S to the muinten~.nce of tn0 facilities 

involved: 

1. South'9'l'"!"1 P~c1fic COMl"~Tl.y 

(ll) to ~~inttlin ~,ll.sig!'lals, circuits, and 
Wigi':t<gS wi thin the rt' ilro~.d 'right of Vl~Y; 

(b) to =~intoin t~·t portion of the pavement 
b~t~'l\~en lines two feet outside the outside 
re1ls fro'O the south line of 25th Street 
south a d1sta~ce of 250 feet. 

2. Citv of Los Ang€les 

to !!1.?intain ~11 tr.,ff!c signel fClci11t1es within 
the City of Los ~neeles 

3. Cit~ of Vernon 

'1;0 mtlint~in ~ll trc?f'!"1c signcl f.:c11ities within 
the City of Vernon •. 
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IT IS FURT};:ER ORDE:RED th8t the r-.bove-n~~ed p~rttes shClll' 

complete ~he work required by the terms of this Order within ninety 

(90) doys from the effective d:'te hereof •. Should ~ny p~irty be pre

vented from cooplying with the t€'rms of this Order bec~use of 

rr.c.terial shortcg(~s, the uniiillingness 0:::- in~bility of rJ'tly other 

pE.rty to perfor::!, or for cony other good end volid reason, the time 

for co~pliance may be extended upon proper application e.nd sU!fi

cient showing before this Co~~1ssion. 

Within fifteen (15) d~ys from the dcte of co~plct!on of 

s~id construction work, se1d prrties sl'"l.ell file with this Commission 

a full end complete repo:::-t concerning the work perforoed, ~nd des

cribing in detail the protective and safety devices inst~lled. 

IT IS Ft~THER O?~ERED thct the Seeret~ry of this Comcission 

shall, in addition to the p:-rties usu~lly served, s~rve copies of 

this decision on the: duly constituted officials of theCit1es of Los 

Angeles and Vernon, includ!ng the fo'llonng: 

Offici~ls of Los }ngeles: 

The I>.~~yor end the President and members of the 
City Council. 

Officials'of Vernon: 

The Meyor ~nd the' !:le:nbers of the City Council. 

The effective d~·te of this Crder shell be twenty' (20) doys 

from the d£teher~ 

~ ~~, CeHfornio" t'r.isa<74 'cey . 

of~l-' 19~8 •. 0('"2. '~~).,"''''' 

, 
- t:;) -


