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Decision No. 41178 

BZ?O~'Z T?:E J?t"BL!C TJT!1!TIS3 cO?'i.I,.rrSSION C? ~ STATZ OF CAtIFO~"I.G. 

In the !~tter of the A~,lication of ) 
NOru,!AN F!. !?OBOTEA?/I, dCI i:lS busine S5 ) 
as T'nin Cities Trar.~sit Company) tor ) 
en order ot the COl!mission authorizi:lg ) 

Application N04 28681 

an increase in paszenger fo:es. ) 

In ·the Matter ot the .Ap.::>lication ot ) 
NO:iJwr E. RO:SCTH~~ (Tv"in Cities Trans- ) 
it Comp.any). tor certificate to ex- ) 
tend its passenger line into :East ) 

~,plication No. 25946 

Marysvi11e and 'Northwest ::arysville ) 
and to operate an alternate route in ) 
yuba C,ity. ) 

A'?':)es!"onces -........-.'-----
William P •. Rich e~d Rerold D. :!adlcy, 

fo: .Applicant. 
F. ::!:. Ca:lin, for the Cit3~ ot: ~':orysvil1e. 
~':arren N. Shinsle, tor Marysville 

Chamber of Commerce. 

O?INION 
--~----

Nor!~an E· Robotha:n., doing busine 5S as Twin Cit ies Transit 

COJ'!.lpany, operates a. passenger stage cor~oo!"ation in tne City of 

M3r~·sville and YUba CitY8:ld bet\':e.en t:tcse cities. 

By Ap,lica~ion No. 28681" zs 8~eIlded, he seeks authority 

to €.stablish increased fares. 3y J.~'),!)lication ::0. 28946, as amended, 

0. certificate of Fl.l,blic convenience and necessity is soue;ht to 

extend hi8 'passenger l:Lne into Zast ~tarysvi11e and Northwest 

l~a!"ysville. Authority is also sought to o,e!'ste en alt·ernate route 

in Yuba City. 

The antecedents ot Application ~~o. 28681 ere contained 

in Decizion NO .. 40806, dated OC'~obcr 10,' 1947. In that ,roceeC,ing 
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tlpp:icant sought authority to establish increased tares ,of. 8 cents 

cash or three tokens for 20 cents. The Commission authorized applica

tion to establish a cash fare of 6 cents. By its order dated November 

12, 1947, the Commission granted the carrier's request for a rehearing .. 

The rehea1ing of Application No. 28681 and the original 

hearing of Application No. 28946 were had on a common record at 

Marysville before Exa~1ner Edwin Lake. 

The present one-WilY adult fa·re from and .to any point served 

is 5 cents - Applicant now see!·:s authority to 1ncre.s.se the adult fare 

to 8 cents cash or two tokens !or 15 cents. 

At the first hearing applicant presented testimony showing'~ 

that ex~enses exceeded revenues by $761.98 for the period May 6,1947 

to July 31, 1947- He estimated that the number of passengers would 

decrease from 712,846, handled in 1946, to 614, 444 in 1947 and to 

525,.000 in 1948. A Commission engineer submitted testimony showing 

esti~ated operating expenses and revenues that would obtain under 

various fare structures for a l2-month ~eriod, ending September 30, 
1948. This witness estimated the number of passengers which would be 

transported for the l2-month period to be 84., per cent of the 

traffic enjo~ed in 1946, or 602,310 passengers. 

At the rehearing both the applicant and the Commission 

engineer presented revised esti~tes of revenues and expenses and of 

the number of passengers to be carried. The applicant submitted a 

statement showine estimo.ted expenses of $35,157 based upon January, 

1948 prices and expanded to include an antiCipated 15 cents per hour 

wage increase for operators. He contended that the expense estimates 

were conservative and that they did not include all expenses incurred. 

For example, no allowance was made for salary for himself, the placing 
. ' 1 

and'maintenance of roadSide benches, nor the full cost of insu~a:nc'e. 

1 
The applicant alleged that he devoted approximately 40 per cent of, 

his time in the management of this bUSiness. He estimated that $300 
per month was a reasonable charge for his services. 
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Tho witness also submitted o,:hibits showint that for a 

deficit ~~u1d be 0907. 20 estimated that under the ~ro~osed faros~ 

the grosso~erating revenue derived from his ~resent and pro~osed 
2 

extension would be ~41,270 for 1940. The est1catcd revenue ~as 

'ba.sed upon the handling of 540,000 passengers, or approximatoly 24 

per cent loss than had ocen carried in 1~46. It included 31,,00 
passengers anticipated from the ncu line. After adjustment for 

owr.l.o:rtS salary of (;3,600 ~er year, the dev,~lo!,od oporating ratio 

before income taxes is 93.9. 
The Cocr1ission'~ onginee:r cst1'Wlated that, for the samc 

period, gross operating expenscs and Tevcr.ucs under the proposed 

fare for the existing and proposcd service ~.rou1d be appro::i'Lli.ately 

~36,800 and :';43,730, respectivcly. T!1e e:::pense items did not 

include allOWances for s~l~ry for a,p11cant, the actual insurance 

costs experienced and other itecs not included in app11cartt's 

fie'Vl'es. The revenues ":!cre ;,ascd upon 8!l' ~"'lt!cipated ,asscnzor 

cx:poctanc~r or 556,500, a!'tcr adj"J.st:nent for a 10 per cent dir.1inution 

at the higher fares and a 50 pOI' cent token-usc factor. Tho engin

eer included an esti~ated 76,500 passengers for the proposed c~-
3 

ter..sion.. The opeT3.ting ratiO developcd from thcse figures after 

giving consideration for adjusttlont in expenses for ormcr' s salary 

is 92 .t.,. 

2 
This amount includes ;~500 revcn~c derived from nonutility opcra

tions and is based '..~pon 90 per cent tolccn-u.se factor. 

3 
The 'revenue also included 0500 derived fro~ nonut11ity operations. 
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The ~rincip~l departures bct~een the ap,licant's and 

eneincer's ~igures lie in the esti~ated number of passengers to be 

gained 1'rom the propose<l e::tension. The applicant's esti:'lates v/ere 

supported by other ','11 tnesses. A reprcsentati ve or the Marysville 

Diztrict Cl"l.e:::::.bcr of Commerce test1fied that, 'based upon his expcri

ence 1n the transportation ~,usir~ess and from S'UI'veys of the trend of 

the po,ulation in the ::u"ua City and ~1arysvil1e area ~ade for the 

Fc~eral Govcrnocnt, the estioates o~ both applicant and the 

Com!Ilission f s witness Ticre opti:nist~,c and that the numbcr of passen

gers vrill not reach these \'Ii tnes$cs' estimntes. Applicant's super

intendent testified tnat in his opinion the passenger expcctancy 
4 

from the propose~ extenSion would ranee from 75 to 85 per day. 

In conrJ.cction ,vi th his request for a certificate of 

publiC convenience and necessity, ap,licant proposes to extend his 

present ~~~rysvil1e line 1'1"0::1: 

1 -'The intersect10n of 12th and 3 Streets, cast 
on 12th Street'to Suczy Strcot, north on Swezy Street, 
to 14th Street, east ,on 14th Street to'Sampson Street 
north on Sampson Stroet to 17th Strect, east on 17th 
Street to Covillau~ Street, south or- Covillaud Street 
to 15th Street, ";lCst on 15th Street to Sampson Street, 
th~n south fro~ tho intersection of Sa~pson and 15th 
Streets to the intersection of 12th and n Streets. 

2 - The' int~rsection of 5th ar.d : Streets, north on 
E Str~et to 10th Street, 'I':est on'lOth Street to E Street" 
nort~ on' g Stroot to 14t~'l Stroet, ecst on l'l·tl'l Street to 
G Street, south on G Street to 13th Street" ~est on 13th 
Street to H Street, south on E Street to 10th Street, 
east on 10th Streot to E Street, south on E Street to' 6th 
Street, east on 6th Stroot to D Street and south on D 
Stroet to the 1ntersection of 5th and D Streets. 

In addition" applicant see~~ authority to operate an alter

nate ro~te in Yu"ua City co~~encing at tho intersection of Cooper and 

:s S":reets, i!est on B Street to Clarlc Stroet, south on Clark Street to 

Franl:lin Avenue, east on Frar.!-:lin Avenue to Percy Avenue . and .. north on 

Percy Avenue to ~ Street. 
,--------------------------------..... ------4 

Converted to an annual baSiS, those fi~es produce approx1~atoly 
22,,950 and 26,,010 passengers, respectively. 

-4-



,e 
A.2868l-28946 - ~~ 

According to applicant, numerous requests have been 

received for an cytension of service into the proposed area from 

var10us c1vic groups as well as persons residing in the areas 

involved. The proposed extens10n was strongly supported by the 

City 0: Marysville. A petition was submitted containing the signa.-

tures of approximately 300 interested persons. In addition~ a 

representative of the Marysville District Chamber of Commerce and 

several public witnesses testified as to th~ need of common carrier 

service into the proposed territory. The carrier testified that the 

service to the new area would,not seriously affect the frequency of 

h1s present service. The proposed alternate route in Yuba, City was 

deSigned, a,ccord!ng to the witness, for the convenience of the 

patrons residing in the affected zone. 

No one opposed the sought fares, the extension of service 

nor the alternate route. The evidence clearly de~onstrates that the 

existing fare is not sufficient to 'meet the carrier's revenue 

requirements in the face of higher operating costs and other changed . 

conditions. The record i~ also convinc1ne that the fares sought 

are reasonable and necessary to the maintenance of the transporta

tion service. It l1kl~wise de~onstrates the need fo'r service in 

the territory involved. 

Upon careful consideration of all or the facts and 

Circumstances of reco~d, we conclude and find as a fact that an 

increase in applicant's present one-way fare to 8 cents cash or 

two tokens for 15 cents is justified and that public convenience 

and necessity require the proposed extension of service. The 

applications will be granted. 
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A public hearing having been had in the above entitled 

ap~lications and based upon the evidence received and upon the 

conclusions and findings set forth in the preceding opinion, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Norman H. Robotham be and he is 

h~reby authorized to increase his one-way adult fare to 8 cents 

cash Or two tokens for 15 cents and that the changes in fares herein 

authorized may be established on not less than one day's notice to 

the Commission and to the public. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER OBDBRED 

1 - That a certificate of public convenience and necessity 

be and it is hereby granted to Norman E. Robotham authorizing the 

establishment and opero.tion of a service as a passenger stage 

corporation, as defined in Section 2t of th~ ~~b11c Utilities ~ct) 

as an extension and enlargement of and to be consolidated with 

applicant's present operative rights) for ~he transportation of 

passengers between po.1nts and over the routes described as' fo110'\Vs: 

Enst Yl.9.rvsvil1e Ext~nsion 

(a) From the intersection of 12th and B.Streets) 
east on 12th StN~et to Swezy Street,/ north on Swezy Street 
to 14th Street, east on 14th Street to Sa~pso~ Street " 
north on Sampson Street to 17th Street, east on 17th. Street 
to Covi11aud Street, south on Cov1l1aud Street to 15th 
Street, west on 15th street to Sampson Street, then south 
from the intersection of Sacpson and 15th Streets to the 
intersection of 12th and B Streets. 

Northwest M:.lrysvilll"" 'Sxtension 

(b) From the intersection of 5th and E Streets) 
north on E Street.to lOth Street, west on 10th Street to 
H Street, north on H Street to 14th Street, east on 14th 
Street to G Street, south on G Street to 13th Street, west 
on 13th Street to H Street, south on :a: Street to lOth 
Street, east on lOth Street to E Street" south on E Street 
to 6th Street), east on 6th Street to D Street, and south 
on D Street to theintersectlon. of 5th and D Streets.' 
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2 - That in providing s~rvice pursu~t to the certificate 

herein granted, the followi~1.G :;:cl"vicc rczv.lations shall be complied 

,.,1 th: 

(a) Ap,licant sha::.:" file eo ,,;1"'i tten acceptance 
of the cert1r~cate ~crcin gr~ntcd within a period of not 
to exceed thirty (30) ~cys fron the effective date hereof. 

(b) Apl'licant shall, " ... ithin. s1::ty (60) clays 
rro~ the effective datel:.ereof and upon. not lezs than 
one day's notice to the CO~~i5sion and to the uubl1c 
establish the service herein o.uthol"ized and comply with 
tho provisions of General Order 79 and Part IV of 
General Order 93-A by filing, in triplicate, and' con
currently :::a2~in.g ef'fective tariffs .?nd time zchec.ules 
satisfactory to the Co:otmissj.or... 

IT IS }:'1;REBY FURTa, ORDERED thD.'C applicar..t is . authorized 

to ope~ate'an alternate route in ~uba City co~~enci~. at the inter-

section of Cooper ane. :3 Streets, 't·,"cst on B Street to Clarl< Street, 

south on Clarl~ to Fra~J.in Avenue, east on Frz.nl<lin Avenue' to P e::cy 

Avenue ,:>.no. nOl'"th on PeZ'cy Avenue to B Street. 

The efrective date of this order shall be February 1-, 1948. 

Da.ted at San Francisco, C~li:f"ornia this J:t,ti., cJ.~ of 

Jarrll~ry, 1948. 
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