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Decision No. 41295 

EEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF T"rlE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of the ) 
) 

LOS ANGELES TRANSIT LINES ) 
) 

for authority to establish North Figueroa ) 
Street ,Motor Coach Line No.2" to reroute ) APPLICATION NO. 28924 
and.extend Florence-Soto Motor Coach Line ) 
No. 50 .. and'for authority to discontinue ) 
serv1c~ and· abar.don tracks and facilitj,;es on ) 
por't1ol"l~ of Rail Lines It 5," ''Vl'' and "9, II and ) 
to discontinue present Highland Park Motor ) 
Coach Line No. 04, and to make certain ) 
changes in its system, including substitutions) 
and reroutings of certain existing services; ) 

and 

In the Matter of the Application of. the 

LOS ANGELES TIUU;SIT LINES 

for an in lieu certificate for its motor 
coach lines. 

) 
) 
) SEVENTY-FIFTH 

, ) SUPPLEMENTAL 
,) APPLICATION NO'. 19179 

) 

Gibson, Dunn.& Crutcher, by Max Eddy Utt, and StanleyM. Lanham, 
Traffic Manager of Los Angeles Transit Lines, for Applicant. 

T. M~ ?~Ubb7 Asst. E~6inee;-, ~n~ I. n, Torb~tt, oenlOr PUbll~ 
Utilit.ies ~ngineer, for the Bo.ard of Public -Utilit1es& 
Transportation o! the City- of" Los Angel.e~, interested party. 

Roger Arnebergh, Assistant City Attorney, City Hall, Los Angeles, 
~or the City or Los Angelos, 1nterested partYr . 

JOy' A. Winans, for Transportation Comm1ttee!o~ the Peoples' tobby 
of Ca11rorn1a, ~nc_, Interested party. , 

Lester Boland, for Eagle Rock Chamber of Commerce, et al., 
1nterested parties. , 

Murray K. Ros s, Secretary, for Highland Park Chamber of Commerce, 
1nterested party. ' 

E. H. Gardner, Highland Park, in proprLa persona. 

o PIN ! 0 N -----"- ..... 

In the .above-entitled application, as amended, Los Angeles 

transit Lines seeks authority to revise its transportation serv1ce 

to and from the Eagle' Rock, Highland Park, and Lincoln Heights area 
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of Los Angeles by substituting :notor coach operation :for portions 

of certain street car l1nes, and estab11shing new bus routes and 

in turn abandon1ng those portions of the car lines for wh1ch motor 

coach service has been provided. 

A public hearing was held in this matter at Los Angeles 

on February 26, 1948, at which time it was taken under subm1ssion and 

is now ready for decision. 

App11cant seeks authority herein to discontinue street 

car service and abandon rail facilities along portions of the three 
. (1) 

routes as shown in the ~rgin, If and when authority is granted 

to discontinue service over these rail lines applicant plans to enter 

into an agreement with the C1ty of Los Angeles for the disposition 

of the physical properties, except the overhead, which agreement will 

provide for the fulfillment of applicant's obligat1ons as prescribed 

in its franchise with respect to removing the track structure and 

restoring the pave~ent. 

With respect to motor coach operation authority is sought 

to discontinue operation over Line No. 64 (Highland Park) the route 
(2) , 

of which is shown in the margin. If motor coach operation is 

ebandoned along this route, the only section of the line that will 

(2) 

A. 

c. 

That· portion of rail line No.9 "along Pasadena Avenue between 
Avenue 20 and Avenue 26, along Avenue 26 between Pasadena 
Avenue and Griffin Avenue, along Griffin Avenue between Avenue 
26 and Montecito Drive." • . 
That portion of rail line "'Ttln along Figueroa Street. between 
150 feet south of the intersection of the center· line of 
Garvanza Avenue and Figueroa street and '" feet northerly of 
Eucalyptus Lane." 
That portion of'rail line No. 5' lfalongColoradoEoulevard 
between Eagle Rock Boulevard and Towns~nd Avenue." 

Route of ~otor Coach Line No. 64 (Highland ?ark) 
"From the intersection of Poll~ra' Street and Avenue 64, thence via 
Pollard Stl"eet, Avenue 66, d~rid.ian Street, Avenue 65, Planada 
Avenue, Avenue 64 , Pasadena Avenue, North. Fig,uaroa Street, 
Pasadena Avenue, Workman Street,NorthBToadway, Griffin .A.venue, 
Zonal Avenue and State Street to Marengo .IStreet." . , 
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not be duplicated with a substitute line is that along ":orlolan Street 

between Pasadena Avenue ana North Broadway. As a substitute 

transportation for this section it is, however, proposed to provide 

motor .::oach service wi thin one block to the east along Pasadena AV,enue. 

Applicant also seeks authority to establish motor coach operation 

along the following routes: 

1. A new route, desig~ated as No. 25, to provide 
service between t~e bus1nessooct10ns of Eagle Rock, 
Highland Park, Lincoln Reights, and downtown 
Los Angeles. ' 

2. An extension of the Route No. 50 along Griffin Avenue 
from Main Street to North Broadway along North 
Broadway and Avenue 20 to Pasadena Avenue. 

'- I 

3. Along Eagle Rock Boulevard from. Avenue 45 to Colorado 
Boulevard and along Colorado Boulevard to Townsend 
Avenue. 

The extenston of Motor ~oach Route No. 50 as proposed 

here1nw1ll permit a transfer arrangement between this line and 

rail lines Nos .. "5," "v:," and "9" as well as with the proposed 

Motor Coach Route No. 25, if established~ With this transf~r arrange

ment the public will be offered a more or less direct service with 
I 

one transfer between the business centers of Eag1e Rock, Highland Park, 

and Lincoln Heights, and the industrial area located in the 

south()sst()rn s,ection of 'the City of Los Angeles. Undor the present 
. 

plan of operation it is nec(ssary to transfer ,more than once and 

follow a circuitous route in traveling between this industrial area 

and the business centers referred to above. 

Applicant also seeks a consolidated certificate to cover 

all th~ highways over which operation will be conducted on lin€s 

involved herein. The routes over which certificates are sought are 

shown in Appendix "Alf attached to .this decision. 

Wi tness for applicant testified. that the proposed service 

changes were initiated by request for improved service in various 
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portions of the area affected and !n conformity ~1th the company's 

po11cy to improve service on its system. The r€cord shows ,that a 

portion of the rail abandonments are nccessaI'Y to permit of highway 

improvements which are to be undertaken 1mmediat~ly or are now 

under course of construction. This is particularly true in the case 

of the proposed rail abandonment along Colorado Boulevard 1n the 

Eagle Rock section. Colorado Boulevard is a state highway which 1s 
i . . 

be1ng improved as a major highway artery.. The thirty foot right-of

way of the Los. Angeles Transit Lines divides Colorado 'Street into two 

sections with an :inadequate drivo'V':ay on either side of' the street car 

line. The highway is now i~proved to the east and to the west of the 

section where the ra1labandonmcnt is pr-oposod. In order tow1den 

and improve th~ driveways it is neec!=!sary that applicant's right-ot

way be included as part of the highway. This will involve lowering 

the track section to the level of the adjacent driveways. The over

all plan is to provide for two forty foot driveways separated with a 

s1xteenfoot island strip. The total width of Colorado Boulevard 

between property' lines is 120 feet. Applicant proposes to transf'er 

ti tie of this thirty foot right-of-\fray to the city in consideration 

of being relieved of paving obligations as prescribed in the franchise, 

upon the cessation of operation over this rail line. The rec,ord 

shows that applicant' s propos~d rail abandoren'ents will relieve it of 

track reconstruction and paving obligations to the extent of approxi

mately $168,000 which it would otherVlise be required to nllet if 

service is to be continued along the sections of track proposed for 

a.bA.ndorenent. 

As for operating expc~ses incident to carrying out appll

eant's proposed service plan, it appears there will be little change 

j.n that account, as the cost of providing service along the proposed 
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route will approximat~ly balance with that incurr€d under the present 

system of operation. 

Applicant's witness testified that· th(;.· plan of operation 

pri)posed herein will provide a superior servfc~ to that now offered 

the pub11c 1n that it will afford more direct routes of transportation 

with shorter schaduled running ti~e. 

The granting of the app11cation was urged by the Department. 

of ?ublic '!Vorks of the State of California, as ev1denced by the 
." test1mony of a witness from that depart~ent, together "with a letter 

addressed to the Commission from the D1strict Engineer under date 

of February 17; 1948, which Vias received as Exhibit No.2. This 

witness tostified that there was an urgent need to proceed with the 

improvement of Colorado Eou18vard with the least delay. " 

The City of Los Angel~s, through its Board of Public 

Utilities and Transportation, has recommended the granting of the 

application, as amended. Tois action was taken after public hearings. 

before the Board. Th~ recommendations a!"c received 1n th1s record 

as Exhibit No.3. 

A ~~tness from the C1ty Enz1neer's off1ce of the City of 

Los Angeles testified that the City and the State Highway Department 

were working in conjunction for the development of Colorado 

Boulevard in th~ Eagle Rock section, and urged that·procpt and 

favorable action be taken on this a.pplication in the 1nterest of 

permitting the highway 1mprovo=ent to proceed without delay, as the 

sect10n occupied by app11cant's track const1tutes a barrier to this 

highway improvement. 

The granting of the application was also urged by a number 

of other Vlitnesses~ A councilman of the City of Los Angeles 

representing the Eagle Rock section testified that it was h1s op1nion 
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after investigating this s1'tuation that th(- s~rv1ce changes proposed 

in this application were in th~ public interest and that the 

~pplication should b0 grantod. Representatives of Cha~bers of 

Commerce,. i!!lprove!!lent clubs, property owners, and business inter~sts 

1n that area also t(""st1!"1ed that following investigations and 

consideration of thE: matter, each had concluded that the carrying out 

of the proposed revised plan of service v:as in the public interest 

and therefore urged the granting of the application as a~endcd_ 

These organizations included the respective ChamoGrs of Co~erce of 

Eagle Rock, Eighland Park, and Lincoln Heights, and the People's 

Lobby 'of Calif6rnia. 

One of the Coom1ss1on's transportation engineers testified 

that in his op1nion the proposed r(vised service plan ~as in accord 
, . 

with studies made by the staff and the proposed plan. if carried out 

would not conflict with service rcco~~endations introduced in 

conn~ction with applicant's request for an 1ncr~ase in f'ar(.;s, 

Application No. 27487. 

No opposition developed to the granting of the application. 

Upon this record we find that pu~11c convenience and necessity require 

th~' granting of this application as &nended, and tho. following order 

will so provide. 

!lc:Q~li 

A public hearing having been had in the above-entitled 

proceedings, the matters having be-en'duly submitted, and the 

Commission having found that pu:bl'1c convenience and ncces.si ty so 

require, 

IT IS ORDERT:D, 

I •. That a certificate of public convenience and necessity 
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is hc:'eby granted tl') Los t..ng~les Transit Lines 

authorizing the €stabli$hr..ent and operation or service 

as a passenger stage corporation as defined in Section 2t 
of the Public Utilities ;"ct, for the transportation of 

passengers between all points over and along the routes 

described in Appendix "A" attached hereto, and made a 

part hereof1 as an extension and enl~ro~mer,~.Qr gnQ 
consolida~1on w1~h applicant's presont passenger stago 

operativ~ rights. 

II. That in providing service pursuant' to the cel'tiflc·ate 

granted 1n Pa.ragraph r hereo!" ,applicant sha.ll cor.!ply 

with and observe the following service regulations: 

A. Applicant shall :file a written acceptance of the 
certificate herein granted within a ~eriod not to 
exc0ed thirty (30) days froo tne effectivedat,e 
hereof. 

B.. Within sixty (60) days from the effective date 
hereof, and or.. not less than five daystnot1ce to 
the Commission and the publiC, applicant shall 
cst~b11sh the service hc~c1nauthor1zed and comply 
with the provisions of Gener~l OrderN:e ~·79 by 
filing·in triplicat~ appropriate tarfffs. 

III. Xhat coincident with the estab11shm~nt of passenger 

stage service OVer and along thE: 'motor coach routes 

described in Appendix "A" attached hereto, applicant 

may upon not less than five days': notice to the 

Commission and public discontinue' the service· over and 

along the following two motor coach routes which are 

more fully described in Ap:pend1x ~fBn attached hereto 

and made a part hereof. 

A. Florence-Soto Motor Coach LinlD No. 50; granted by 
Decision No .. .31127 in Application No. 19179 -
22nd Supplement, and . 

B. Highland Park Motor C03.chL1n(~ N·o. 64; granted by 
Decision No. 29755 in Application No. 19179 -
l~th Supplement .. 
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The authority h~retorore granted to conduct 

passenger stage service over and, along Motor Coach 

tine No. 50, as authorized 'in said Decision 

No. 31127, and Motor Coach Line No. 64, as authorized 

in Dee1sion No. 29755,respect1v.ly, be and '1t is hereby 

revoked and annu~led effective upon. the establi.shment 

of the motor coach service authorized inParagra~h I of 

this order. 

IV. That coincident with the establishment of passenger 

stage service over and along the motor coach routes 

described in said Appendix "A" attached hereto applicant 

may upon not less than five: days,' notice to the 

Commission and the public- discontinue 'street car opera

tion over and along the three routes shown in 

Appendix "C" attached hereto and made apart hereof. 

That upon the discontinuance of this street car' service, 

applicant is author1zed toabandori the track facilities 

and dispose of the right-of-way along each of .'the three 

sections of track involved. 

The effective date of this order shall be the date hereof. 

'MA . Dated at San FranCiSCO, Ca.lifornia., this ~r:t ____ day of 

LLJ. tVyJ; ,1948. 
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AP?Ei\I"D!X A 

(Route Description of the prop.osed Motor'Coach Line No. 25 
and revised Motor Coach Line No. 50) _ 

Along Colorado Boulevard between Eagle BO,ck Boulevard and 
La Loma Road, 

Along Eagle Rock Boulevard between Avenue 45, to Colorado 
Boulevard .' 

Along La Loma Roa:d between Colorado Boulevard and Figueroa 
Street, . 

Along Figueroa Street between La Loma Road 'and Pasadena' 
Avenue at its intersectiot" .. with Avenue 39,. ' 

Along Pollard Street between Avenue 64 and Avenue 661 . 
Along Avenue 66 between Pollard Street and .Merid1'an otreet, 
Along Meridian Street between Avenue ,66.andAvenue 6" 
Along Avenue 65 between Meridian Street and Planada Avenue, 
Along Planada Avenue between Avenue 65 and Avenue 64, 
Along Avenue 64 between Planada Avenue and Pasadena Avenue, 
Along Pasadena Avenue between Avenue 64 and Figueroa Street, 
Along Pasadena Avenue between F1gueroa, Street and Daly' Street, 
Along Daly Street between Pasadena Avenue- 'and North Broadway, 
Along North Broadway between Daly Street and Alpine Street, 
Along North Broadway between Griffin Avenue and. Daly Street, 
Along Avenue 20 between Broadway and Pasadena Avenue,- , 
Along Alpine Street between North Broadway and New H1gtt Street, 
Along New High Street between Alpine Street and Sunset Boulevard, 
Across Sunset Boulevard between New High Street·· and Spring Street, 
Along Spring Street between Sunset Boulevard and Ma1n Street, 
Along Main Street 'between Spring Street and 11th' Stree't., 
Along Avenue 43 between North Figueroa Street and Gr1!t1n Avenue, 
Along Griffin Avenue between Avenue· 43 and' Avenue, 26,," ' . 
Along Griffin Avenue between Broadway. and Zonal Avenue, 
Along Avenue 26 between Pasadena Avenue and Griffin Avenue, 
Along Zonal' Avenue between Gri·l"l"in Avenue and State Street, 
Along .State Street between Zonal ·Avenue and Marengo .Street, 
Along Marengo Street 'between Mission Road. and Soto Street" 

, Along Mission Road between Griffin· Avenue and :la.rengo Street, 
;.long Soto Street between Marengo Street and Slauson Avenue, 
Along Slauson Avenue between Soto Street'and Rugby Ayenue, . 
Along ~~ugby Avenue between Slauson Avenue and Belgrave Avenue, 
Along Belgrave Avenue betweon Rugby Avenue and ~aci1"1c Boule'vard, 
Along Pacific Boulevard between Slauson Avenue and Florence Ave., 
Along Florence Avenue between Pacific Boulevard and Crenshaw 

Boulovard, 'r 

Along Crenshaw Boulevard between Flroenco Avenue and 67th Streot~ 
, 

Applicant may turn its :notor vehic:les at termini. 
or intermediate pOints either in, -the intersection 
of the street, or by operating around a block, .' . 
in either direction, contiguo'lls tol,such inteis~ct1on. 

I, 
I 
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A?PE}'''DIX E 

(Route description of motor coach lines to be revoked and'annulled) 

Florsmcc-Soto Motor Coqch Line No. 5Q.: 

Commencing at the intersection of' 67th Street 'a'nd ~renshaw 
Boulevard, thence via Crenshaw Boulevard, Florence Avenue, 
Pacific Boulevard, Slauson Avenue, Soto ;Street" Marengo 
Street, State Street, Zonal Avenue, Gr:tf:fin Avenue to the ' 
intersection of Griffin Avenue and North !M.in Street, and 
return via Griffin Avenue, Zonal Avenue, State Street, 
Marengo Street, So to Street, Slauson Avenue, Rugby Avenue, 
Belgrave Avenue, Pacific Boulev'ard, Florence Avenue and 
Crenshaw Boulevard to 67th Street, the :polot of commencement. 

Highl~nd Park Me-tor Coach Route - LinA No. 64 

From tho 1nter,section of Pollard Stre'et ,and Avenue, 64, thence 
via Pollard Street, Avenue 66" ,Meridian :Street, Avenue 65, 
Planada Avenue, Avenue 64, Pasadena Avenue, NorthF1gueroa 
Street, Pasadena Avenue, ;r.Torkman Street" North Broadway, 
Griffin Avenue, Zonal Avenue and State Street to'Marengo, Street. 

'f 

-10-



" t '. IJ.G-'t.." 28924,-
75th Sup.A.19179 

b?PEI\TD!X C 

(Route description ot street car l1nes.to be abandoned) 
, . 

A. That port1on of ra1l l1ne No •. 9 l1along Pasadena Avenue 
between Avenue 20 and Avenue '2~, along Avenue 26 between 
Pasadena. Avenue nnd Criff1n Avcn,"c,.nlong Griffin Avenue 
between Avenue 26 and Monteclu, Drive.," 

. E. 'That portion of rail line "VI" "nlong F1gu,eroa Street between 
150 feet south"o'f the intersection-of the center line of 
Garv2.nza Avenue 'and F1guerou Street and 55 feet northerly 
of Euco.lyptus Lane." 

C .. That portion of rail l1ne No. 5."along C()lorado Boulevard 
between Eagle Rock Eoulevard anclTo'wnsend' Avenue. n 
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