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.' West." Vizza..""d. and Howden", 
by Gordon L. Howden, for cOl'!lpl3.i."Ulnts,. 

B~" Woodruff' ~"'ld yOu.."'lg", 
by John B. Young,. ~or defendant. 

POT'I'ZR,. CO~,a:SSIONER: 

o P ! !~ I '0 rr 
~ .... - ..... -

William A. Forre!'Jt together with '24 other wa.ter 'customer::h.2,ve ,rUed. thi~ 

'formal complai."lt. u.g~st Arv'in Richard.:$on" doing buzi."less as Mcsa Aeres Water 
, • I' 

Co::Ti'3l'ly", opera.tin~a 5Cltlll publicutiJ.itj" water, ~JstemneD.r B:l.kersfield, :all~girig, 

tha.t theVlater ,sold' :~d deliver-cd to them by the dei'end.lnt is 'un:5u£tablefor 
, ' 

unfit for domestic, con~tion. It i~ ~urther oillleged that the ra.t,e~,eharged·~'re" . . . '. 
/' 

, " 

unreaconable; ~.ndtha.t the ra.te!l ore dis crir.li."l-" tory ,. becau:se ~ome cuztomer.s.are.on ' 

. ' ' 
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The d.efone.D .... 'lt by way of aIl$Wer ent.ered a ger..erc.l denial.. or all essential 
. , , 

~egations or the co~plrJ.int. 

/'. public h'earinc on this ma.tter 'W"'~ held. at Bolker:.!ield.· 

The l,~e::a. .!.cre~ ·~·;a.ter Company :rupplies water for do~est:i.c Md.'com.erei3i. . . 

p1.l.-poses ,to' resident:. or an uni."lcoI'i'orated. area 10:llted :.outherJ.sterl:v of.:md 

adjacent to the City,ofBaker::;1'iold in Kern County. 

':D:'.is, Com:niszion i:n Deci3ion No. 33107" dated :.~ Zl, 1940, granted. 

'Mr_ Arvin P.ichardson a: certi1'ica.t~ 0'1' public convenienC'e and necessity tooperato' 
, ' 

this water system. Md o:::tablished a schedule or' meter .:Il1drl~t .ra.tes. T.~e water 

supply is obtained, from 'four drllledwe1l3, varying in depth'··.f~om' 485, feet to 700 
~ 

, , . ' ,.01 

feet" ~ ,equipped with dee~well turbine pumps; The·tot~pu."llpeapa.cit:r"is,.425 

gDllons.}:C r ::linute" :withan tlvero:ge li.ft o! 385 feet' from the er01l."ld:~urtace~ The;. 
• I, ",. ," ~ • • 1,.. . • 
.' f • • , 

distribution sy3tomconsisi:::'o!' 62".;82 fee~ of. pipe r~r:ins: .in d.i3:1eter<i'rom . . . 

one to twelve inches, a."dtwo storllgo t;a. ... .ks'l·r.tth D. 'co::bincd c~p3.Cit7 orS46,OOO . 
. ; . . 

g~ons. ~cre ere 449a.ctive eonZUI':10rs. now served.' 

r,··e evidonceshows that ·in ··certa.in districts or the' eervicc' arellthe . wolter' 

a.t ti.'ncs develops :l."l unplea.z3.1'l.t odor ana .ttLstC ~nd oecomeship)llj" 'd.i:;colored.. The·' 

direct CAW30 h:l.s not beon deri."litelydetormi."J.cd ~ut: r.l:l.ybo oil lcakago ... in. a ' . , 

submorged pu:np..; . 'I'"is ca~ be, remc~odbj- isolati.-1c .the:oumpCllusin~ the .trouble and 

re:no\"3l i'or inspection ~d.l:.cp~r .. · Another bad vro,tor ·problo:l.·h~:: .. AX'i::en ·.from .de~': 

ended t13in~ ... ,hieh .3:0 notproperl:vnushcc!., or cvcnequipped: i'orc~earing de:oos.it~d . 

scdllncnt. All dCD.d-'endcd IMins "should be ~omocted tor ciretlls,tion as s~n as . 

possible. ·Ii-. the mea.'1time sucil.m:uns ~"oula '00 :nUshodrogular~y at :ioast 'onco 

each month throup:.."l pOr:n:lnont or portD.olO olov,"-01'.f v3.J:vos. 

$ever'a1 wi tne S~OS. complained 0 i' . the' £:Mt that somo conztlmers· were' chareed', 

'Il."J.der,'!l, moter rate, ,while others enjoyed the useoi'.::uJ. water" thoy ,cered: to: usc at. 

a single nat rate charge. I:l this conne~tion it should. b~pointed ~ut that all 
• '. '. " - I 

.' water on this system ::xu;tb'~ pu.'npod' from very doep wells, i:: eost1yto pump, :md 

must not be wasted. ~1~~ile' aJ.ls~ces ShoUld"~vc bc;en oouipped:,,:ith meters, 'and 
, " " . 

.r ., .... , ' 

tho o.pplicant so· i!''J.tcnded~ thestatc of' thc'!lUirkct h",s boon :::uch th.~t,it.~D."," not 
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been p~ssibleto ootnin delivery ot but n very row ~otcr3. at a timc~ ; 'Ihis ,zj"stcm. . ' 

. should bo '£...w.y metcrod·.':l..~d !I.r.' Richc.rd~n 'M~ agreed to COI':lplctc thoprogr."mo·! ' 
, If- I· 

moterin[.!' .:lot the earliest d,."te possiblo •. 
, 

. Thctcsti:nony shows thc.t 'orik"i."lc.llY meters woro instt:'.l1Cd to, roduce th~· 

g,.mcr~l W.3.stc of 'w.:loter1mdor nnt: rD.tc service, espcci:)lly w-lStcrosUlt~g !rom 

the g~nornl usc o£ non-circulntinp; wc.t~r eoo1er~. Al'tor considcrnblo .. compidilt, 

," by con~crs on mo.":!.suroC: servico nbout high vr.:':tor oills .. th¢ de!cnd..~t .fUc~ '~d ~' 
, . ' '. . , " ' ., 

plnced i:1 cf!cct nreduccd I':lctcr" schodule ,c.pproxim.."\tcly '30% :Lc~s th.c..~ the" 
• . ' •• ' ••. ' I • " 

, " t, ,. " " : 

ostc.o1i~hod.r:l.tc.·. !his w~s the s.::unc motcr:sehcdw.o in effoct, ill tho· Cityot 

B.:lkc~,s.f~cld.l' excluding" however;, ,n. discount provided thcroini'or· prOmpt pa.j'J:lcnt· 

~ t .... ., b'll:' i . .to ~ 00 . o. :non.....:.':!· l. 'S n cY-ccss 0... o,iJ.l.. ' •. 
, . ' 

. !Jr. DO' L.'Dunc:m, onoof the CO:71.,:,.is.::ion' s 0nP.incers,'prcsc.~tod. c. 'roport 
• 1._ \ 

covering. 'M .lpprdsru.· or"'the :;'y::t..::m ';mel: {\ study 01' tho 'opcrci.t:tngpcrform.'lnC(l o!': 
, 'I.. < • " ,. 

tho~y~tCI':l covering the tw61ve-:':lOnth por:t~d. i'rol':l Novc::ber 1,194.6" to N~vcmbe!"l, 

1947. 't'l? :!.pp:-ais:~; ,repll%"cd on the b,,,sis o,r 6~tir-'ltcd ori~nal 'cozt .:\z' of . 

November '1,. 1947, :::how3 r. tott.'.l i'ix~d e.'lpit."\lin:t~cd ot ee6",771,; 'tho' ~Uo.J. 
'\. ,f'" " 

doprod.:ltion ,lnnuity, cotnp\:.tod by 'tho si:'lking 1'und method ttt5%:;:~'llQ,lIDt:5 '.1;,0, 
, .' ,.. . '. ,~. '. " 

, " 

$1 ... 815. '!he' report ShO'\'!3 re:rults 0: opor:!t.io~ ~~izod.,.:: follows:.' ': 
. 'Ii • . I',' 

F;i):ed ·C.c.pit~ ......................... , ...... ~ •.•••.••• 
Opor~ting· Rcvonuos~ ••••• -..... ~ .• - ••. .'.,. ~.-',. '~ ..... . 
o,crnt~np:ExPcnscs, (incluQing dcprecie.t:i.on .. . 

5 ~ z:i.n1dne i"Jnd) " 
Net Opcra.ting Rcvt.::nues ••• : ...... ' .... ," ......... ~ ......... . 

&.'\to O~' Return •.• ' •••. '. ~ .•••. ~ ............. ~ ......... , ....... . 

$S6;771" .... 
1;,;,882, . ;. 
12" .. 794. .. 

3 .. 0S?: 
3.5'6% " 

. Nucbor 'of'· CO·n~or:s ............. , •• ~.: ••• ,...... ............ 4.49, 

~::npl\\iMnts cl~'nth.'1t the proscntra.toc ero cxeessiyoe ,,md re~ucst :l. 

reduction thereof:. . 'Howover" tho' evidence pro:lontcd::hows ,th~t at prosent .. 

d;!cnd~t! s net c~ng.is los~ th~ 4% on tho i~veot:ncnt_ . o,'cr.:lo'ting eo~~.'Vdll 
, . . ' ~ 

:).e~"l bo~nCro,~6od"'oY'·thO' now lo", 350 gnllon::-por-!:linuto WOll"~wrO~dytor 

opcrf.l.tion. The rOr::lere¢~: for clcetri7 power :uono '!or the pwnps in;opcro.tion 

durinc 1947 "-'':lO'-lntod to 42~ '0.f'eXpc~o3. Under ,the so' circu.':l:;t~eo3 '~.rcduetion in 

T.'ltcs :l.t thio ,t~c i:;' not wt.'.rr.~ted. 
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I:! concludon it should be noted th~t dofend..l."'lt haz boon rO:ld.v'andwill-, , .. 
, " .. 

, i."lg to in~t311 ,ractically all of tho rcquostod improvement,s 'ouths.:I'becn :;evoroly 

ha."'ldi~pPQd ~y ir...'l.bility to obtnin, distribution pipo ~nd other. wntcrworks ': 

lll.;"l.tcri.ust'.."'ld supplios., ~~. Ri.ch~dson ha.:; ~srcod tor.l.Cko thcaeimpro';emcnt~ :lS 

:;oon as tho pipe is ~Va.illlblo~ o..."ld will do 00 to thci'ull extont 'of his £~"la.nci.!ll " 

resources a."'ld the syetem retu..""nS peX'!ili;t. Certain tempora.ryin!;t~a.tions ''Which, 

should be :::lade to remedy 10cJ.llized poor service conditions" i."l. tho' interval; will: 
r • J' I 

be set out in t."lc Orderbclo~': .. 

ORn~R -----
Cor~laint as entitled Ilbove h~vinebecn f.iled,~ith ,the COmmission, " 

03. public hearine havinr, been held thereon" the mo.tter having been !'Ubmitt~d' and 

the Commission noVl bei.."lg .f'Jllyin£ormedi':l thoprel:liseo" 

IT IS !{ZREBY ORDEREO,thnt A~"'l Richordson" doing business tl." Mosa Acre" 

"::o.t".!r Company, be and he i: hereby ordered and ,directed as f6110Y,s': . ' 

, , 

1. To i."lst.ul, within 90 ~ys ,!'rom.thc etfectivc dllt¢ of this Ordc~" 
a pipeline not, ,les: than. 3 ,incheo in diameter .. , .... "'lei Copproy.imatcly , 
6$0 teet, in length". in oradjacont ,to, I::D.bel Rond; slud'pipeline 
shall '00 intercor.nectod "I.'1th the 'three cxist1ngdistri'out:i:on', 
mo.ins loetl.ted. in the, ~eys or rie.hts of Wtl.-; Qetwoen I.~xineton 
Street tl.nd Culver Streot;, ' ' 

2. To:, illatall V3.1ves,w1thin 90 dlya irom tho e!'foctivedAtc:o:r.' this 
Order, ,tor' l'!UIi.."l i'l".lshing' pu:rpo'::~30n ::111 "dc.:ld-cnd.~ "oi' dis~ri'oution 
mains largor than l~ inches in diameter, the nuzhing'vaJ.'ve a.."ld. ' 
other fAcilities, to '00' ot, a dia.''!1ctcr not less tha.n the main.and ~so, 
installed thAt ~ 90dogroe tu."'"ns ~e, el:i.lniM.tedto, provid.e , free' 
and ul'U'"cct.ric:.ted!lo"'i -'., .' ,.' "" 

3~ To'cst.o.blish 'a.."ldput, intoir.1medi~te c!'toct, A !'llD.in :nus~gsclledule 
providi."lg for the nu~hine 0 f all dead-ended. w4tor main::, 'At· lea.s:t. 
once, each thirty days .i'or the you 1948;'" , 

4. To instDll~' 'within, 90&!.~ from ~the efrective date of this'Ord~l'"'" 
pressure-contro~led' eleetric switches on .uJ. deep-well pumpiner. ", 
equipment., ' ' , 

'Ih~'" ,to~egom8,Opinion A.;dOrder aro .herebr,.lpprOVed~~ordered tiled, ' 

'as tho'Opinion an~Order. or'the Public, 'Utilitie~ Commis~ion o£"the.Stat~',or" 
. . . '.' .' "" ; . 

. ,-4.-" 
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C~·J.i:rornia.. 

T.oc ci'i'oet:!.v\: date o! thi3 Order $.~ill be twenty (:20) <l."l:tS i'ro:n <l%ld a!'ter 

~hc • dnte hercof. ~ d 
D:~tcd at .~. r14,y~ C~l.~i'ornill, tl.1s· _'. __ . .:t....; . ..;;,0_~-.-;· -. .. __ CrJ.y 01' 

1zrueL ,l948. 

, 
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