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Decision No •. 41385 
" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILI-TIES COMMI'SSION OF TRE 'STATE OP CALIFORNIA 

In the M3.tte:-·oi' the Application of ) 
KE'! SYSTEM TRANSIT LINES·, for, authority ) 
to subst1 tute motor coach serv1cofor ) 
1 ts No. '1 Arlington Avenue~ Euclid ) Application No. 2'917:3' , 
Avenue, ,tra.nsit rail line in the Counties) 
of Ala.-ued'9., and Contra Costa" in the ) 
State, of Cs.11i'or~is.·.' ), 

DONAHUE, RICHA..'t{DS" RO!lELL & GALLP'G~R 'l:JyFP.ANX S.·· 
. RICHARDS" tor',applicant •. 

FRED C. HOTCF.INSON, City Atto:-ncy, Jo:m D. PHILLIPS" , 
Assistant City Manager, a.ndROBERT T. ,ANDE:tSON, " 
Asoiztant,City Attorney, tor tho City of Berkele'Y'" 
interest~d party. . " ' 

w .. G. DOA1TE,.tor the ThOusand Oa.ks Improvement Club"" , 
, int'cres,ted party. ' , . " " 

FRPJn\ B .. DP.AXE, for the Berkeley Cr..arnberof'·'Com.merce'l 
int'crosted party. . ' .'. ' I 

F .. A. KN'AP?" for the Eerkeley View Terrace Club, 1nterest:ed 
, party." . .' .' , 

E. w. G~'t{DI!~r tor: the Kon3ington,Improvement Club", ' 
1nteres.ted party'. , , I 

!Jm~. DOROTHY JEROME;: ROBERT Si~NSON" in propr'ia.personA, !, 
1nteres todparties • ' 

J'OE-J G. HARDING, protestant •. 

O'PINION ----,---

In t'b1s proc,e'eding Key System Transit Lines requests' 

autbority to discontinue and o.bandon street car' service within the 

_.q~ tj" of Berkeley on i,tstJO. 'J Al'11ngton Avenue - -Euc,l1dAvenue 

street ra11'line, to remove oertain traCks, poles o.nd overheo.d 
.. 

,;.s:tructuresused .in connection therewith and to eot'a"olish- motor 

coach servioe·· in the pla.ce' and. stead. ot the ra1l o.erv1cc'. , 

A public he'aring was haC. bet'ore Ex~in0r Paul 9.t ,"Borkeley 
" 

0l?- Karc.h 24, 1948 and the matter':v/a~ subm1 ttec! •. 

The rail ,line involved extends from Euclid Avenue ,and' . 

Regal Road in theC1 tyof Berkeley to a. point on Ar11ngton Avenue, 
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;n the vicinity of Coventry Road. in ContI's. Costa.' County about 'one 
, ' 

block beyond the northerly boundary of the City of Berkeloy,. All 

the rails", poles and overhead structures used in connection ... l1th 

the operation 0'£ this l'9.i1 line would be removed oxc'ept tho'se 

portions of sa:td. r~11s and overhead' $truct~es ,·.h1Ch', ~rc used ,for' 

the operation of other rail lines which are not involved ,in this 
. 

proceeding. B"J an agrcCtlentbetween app11cMt and the City of 
, {l) , 

Berkeley, heretotore approved bi~~·~the,Co~sSion", portions,of'the 
. . ; ~ ~'''' .: . 

trackage used 1n operating the No. 7 rail line have, been quit;... 

claimed. to the City of Berkeley by o.ppl1etlnt w'h1eh has made,payments 

to the City to cover the eXp'~nse3,otremOvo.l of the tracks, and 
, , 

ropaving the streets. 

The' propo s cd motor' coach 3 ervic e \'10 ul'd, be over tl:.e stIllie ' 
, ,,'C 

stx:eets as, the No.7 rail line and would include a.n extension 'into 
~ 

Contra Costa County to the Kens,1ngt,on Pa.rk Com.'nun1 ty Center 3i tuatcQ 

in the o.reo. at Arlington. Avenue and Rincon Road 'about three-row:-tm ' 

of a ?l11e beyond the end of the No. 7 ,ro.11 line,. Beyond./the EUclid 

Avenue - Regal Road terminal or this rail line in't"ho'C1ty' of 

Berk~ley .llppl1co.nt presently operates its NO,.7S, Gr1z,zly' p'eak • 

Boulevard motor coach,line shUttle service along EU'cl,1d'Av~nuo s.nd 

Grizzly, ,Pea.k Boule,vard, including a torm1no.l loop 'over Arc'sde ' 

Avenue"Fairlawn AveDlJ.e o.nd other stroe'ts'. Under its' propostll 

applicant would conduct tJ., tnrough motor coach.' 50rv1ce botweenthe 

proposed Contra'Costa. CoUnty terminal at KenSington 'P'ark tmd tho 

intersection of 'Euclid A:;!enue o.nd Grizzly- Peak Bouleve.rdwhere 

plltrons could transter to the motor coa.ch shUttlo serv,1ee. Appli-, 

co.nt P~D.nsto operate this shuttle service from the latter'1nter-
, , , 
C', •.• •• ~ .. __ , • .f ~ .... 

(1) Dee1sicn 'No .• 37558 in App11ce.tion'No'~ 26486. 
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section to the Arcade Avon'lO terminal loop, instea.d ot l"romthe 
. , , 

intersection of Euclid Avenue and Regal'Roo.d" tho presont rail 

terr.l1nJll~ The proposed l'!'l.otor coach sorvice bct~,.,oon tho Kensington. 

Park term1no.l a.nd. the Euclid' Avenue - Gr1zzly Pellk Boulevard' 
, ,," 

. , 

terminc.l ,,[ould operate On the some ton !'l1nute poak and 2:0 mfnutc 

'base frequencies o.s tho present No.7 ro.11 11no. ,The No.' 75· motor, 

coach shuttle service ,\,:rould be cut co.ok about 0.65· of :o.m11e· :md., 

operate on a. frequency of 20 minutes througbout tho day with no , 

service at night or on Sundays. Thc"prosont shuttle service, 

operates on a poo.l~ and base frequency of 30 min'lt"s and 40 minutes 

respectively tr..rou.ghout tho dc.y with no night or ,Sunda.y service. 

Al'Plico.nt' oS present scale ot fares would '00 spp11co.'bl,e ,to 

the proposed motor coo.ch operation. 

Tho ovidenc00f record shov/s thAt applicant "J'/ouldus'c 

eight new units of automotive equipment with 0. soated ,c:".1'o.c1 ty of 

* po.ssongers ec.ch to provide the pr"po'sed service 'ootVlf;)cn <t,ne 

Contra. Costa. County te:rrn.1no.l·o.t KenSington Pc.rk ond. tho BO;rkol'ey 

ter.n.ino.l at Euclid Avenue o.nd Grizzl':! Poo.k Eoulevo.rd;.: Tho. ene' 
, 

u...'11t now uzed to pro viae shuttle servico on the. No .. 75 motor conch: 

l:tn() would 'be continued in servico on 0. more frequent hCo.d~~o.y.. It, 

was' o.ls'o. sho~ thD.t undor app11cc.nt's propos,ed. pla.n of operation. 
. , . 

there "1ould 'bo a. reduction in tra.vel ti.me ovor tho route:' 1nvo~vod 

o.nd an extens10n of service to Konsington Po.rk,. o.n aroa. no,tprcsontlj 

served tor which no public need Wo.s shown to exist. It war; further 

shownth:lt remova.l of 'the trllns1t line rllils would :lttord 0. better 

use of the streets involved ,.,.hiob. in, many co..sos, o.ro na.rrow ,'.do th 

a single tra.ck for operations in both directions. Evid.onoe ot:· 

record ShOV1S tha.t c.bo.ndomont· of the No _ 7 ra.il line o.s pr,opo:J.od.. 
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would result in an a.vcrogc montbl:-- saving of; app:ooXima.tely 88,,000' < 

kilowatt hours of elect!"ic power.: 

RcprescntOotivcs of the City ot Eerl:cley,,' tne Berkeley 

C~bcr of Commerce and various 1mprovement clubs ~d individua.ls 

i'o.vorcd applicont' s propos0.1$.. The only obj cction to suc·h propo'so.ls, 
,J 

WOoS that of o.n il'ld!.v1dual. who was 01: the opinion thnt tl':l.c usc of 
, ' 

automotive oquipment instea.d. of ro,11, equipment would. ca.use $. gr'ea.tel'" 
I 

I ," 

sto.ndoo loo.d o.t tim0s and "AQuld. a,3;.zo tend to crco.tc'o.'g:-cater", 
" , 

congestion of tro.ffic for s. short d1sto.ncc on Euclid. A"J~lnU0 :eorth 
I" <";.1 

of Hco.rst Avenue. 

l...ftcr full cor.s1doratien ot tlll tho facts of record" it ' 

:lppea.rs thAt undar :lpplico.nt's 1'ro1'o.:::0.1$ a morc "r!lp1d'~nd improvcd 

service '\"JOuld 00 provided tor tho public ... .71 th 0., consequent redUct,ion 
,.~ 

in opcrOoting expens,cs ,for o.pplico.nt. Thoreforo,: it is . ,our, 

~eonclusion and. we tind that public convonionce and necessity 

require the s.bondoment of applicant' $ No,. 7 Arlington Avonuo.

Euclid. J=l.venut.:: stre~t carline a.nd. concurrently therewith tho 

eat~blismont ot·po.sscnger ~ta.gc ::orvice as proposod'by ci.ppl1eo.nt. 

, \ .. . 

ThoComr:lission will gra.nt 0. corti~icatc ov'or only thO$O 

streets -;vhorc neccsso.r"J to enable applicont" in cenjunct.;on ",11th 
, ' ' 

its p:ocsont oortit1catos, to esta.'blis,h, tho paSS'<:lngcr sto.g0 $,crv1co 

over the routos us proposed. 

OR:!)ER - - ---

An application theretor hnving 'boen filod" o. public 

hco.r1ng held thereon, 'thfZl matter duly su'br.l.ittcd, the Commission' 'b~ing 

fully informed therein, o.nd, 1 t ho.ving 'be,en' found tho. t pub11c ' 

-4~ " 
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IT IS ORDERED ns follow~: 

(l) Tho.t Key System Tr~ns1t L1~0S maj discontin~o and 

o.otlndon its No., 7 Arlington, Avenue - Euclid. Avenue stroot rail line 

,~ 1::l the City ot Berkoley, su·oj' cct to tho condition tna.t 00.10. 0.13-

continusnce o.r..d o.bandoment zhall be rn.o.do otfoct!.v'u concurrentl~. 

with the cstnbli~hncnt of passonger stago s~rvice as o.utho'r1zod in 

p~rag~aph (2) ot this order. 

(2) Tho.t t'here is ho%'eb:r grnntcc1.1 as ~n extens10n of' ',' 

~nd combinod w1thapp11ca.nt's prezent ccrti1'j.catcs permitting 

po.ssengcr stage s crvic c bctw.ecnOakland.,P1ed.'l1o'nt, B.erkc1 Cj" " 

Emcryy111c 1 Albany" El Ccrr~tc, Richm.ond,Alrunodo., San, Leo...'"ldro . , 
and E$.OYVlard and all point's intermediatc"thereto', 0. c crt1:C'1co.toot 

publiO convcn1c~c' o.nd necessity to Key System Trc.nsit L1nos 

Iluthorizing tho esta.bl1shrn.ent' ~nd.opcro.t10n of Cl. sorviceas a 
passenger stage corpora t10n, o.s defined. in Section 2~of tho, Public. 

Utili tics Act" b.ot~::oo:ti $.ll points on,snd o·Jer o.nd :;llong tho 

following sj;rects in .·the City of Berkeley anc:. in Contra ,Costo. 
",:. 

County: 

0.:' On E'llclid Avenue from RogDJ. l\oo.d.to Hco.r!lt Aven',"..c •. 

b. 'On Hearst Avenue from Euclid Avenue to Oxford Stroot .. 

c. On drove Street from U:li·Jc%'s·1 ty Avenue to Roso Stroot., 
, . 

cl. On Monterey h.~enuc from the ;.1o.:ncdo. to Ma~inAv.enue •. 

eO' On ]l!o.r1nAvcnuc ;f'rom Monterey Avenue to!.rl-1ngton Avenue • 
. '-

t·..On Ar11ng,ton Avenue from Murin Avenue to Rincon: .Roo.d in 
Cori.tro.Co~to. C¢unty,. 

('3J ,On or .o.!'ter' 'thce!';f'cctivc date hC:::'eof, but not to . 
oxceed ~O 'days thcr'eo.ft6':',,' o.ppli0.llnt s:hAlltilo an acc,opto.nc~ of, 

tho cert1!'ico.,tc herein granted ... 

(4:) Applico.nt shllll establish. the po.sscnger sto.ge. 'sorv1co 
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heroin ~utborized not later than 30 days after thc cttoct1vedAte ' 

horeof, o.nd sl'-..!lll compl::; ''11th. the provisions of Gonoro.l Order No. , . 
79 by 1'11ing in triplicate:andmo.k1ng etI'cct1vc .. o.pprOprio.to<to.r1:t'ts, 

on or D.i'ter the effective do.t,e hereof "."lh1ch may be mo.do ei'i'cct1 va . . . . 

on no,t less than t1:ve do.ys' not~c' to the COm.1s31on 'o.nd tho 'pub11e. 
'.,'.;: ". ..' ' , 

". 
Tho effective dato of' this order sh."J.ll '00 '10' day,s, ,I'rom ' 

the d~t0 horcof. ~ 

Do.tcd o.t o.L.~~ , 
?J:{a.&:dL" " ',1948.' , 

'-cb 
Ca.11i'orn1s, thillJ de:? '.'" 

day-of 


