Deciéibn Yo. 4’-14—3‘7‘ : | ' , /@Iﬂjﬂl
BEF ORE THEE PU“LTC UTILITIES COVMMISSION OF TWE STATE: OF CnLIFOR&

In the Matter of the npplication of )

San goaquin County, acting thfough its< .

vgBodr of Supervisors for peramission ., g cation No. 29084 -
to construct the Thornton Cannery Road) ppit :

at grade across The Wc°tern Pdci’ic )

Rail:oad. '

Juliuu'B anthev Count Surveyor, ané Clvde. *onhs,,
Deputy County éu rveyor, for appiicant. ‘
Nelson T. Nowell for ”nornton Cann;ng company, idtorcpted pa*ty: -

By application filcd in thi° preceeding;'the'ceuhty of
San Joaquid seeks an order authorizing it %o conﬁtruﬂt'a county
road at grado across the main line of The Neutern Paci’ic Railroad g
Company near Thornton.: A public neariqg was held before Examiner
Bradshaw at Stockton. | | |

& county ioad,-now known as the 0ld malnut Grove Road,
erosses the railroad right-of-way at grade in an easterly and\
westerly direction a short distance south of Thorﬂzon. IdV*he
immediate vicinity it ntcroecto the so-called Thornton Road ‘a
north and south highmav to the wcst of the *ailroad. ‘The. crossing,

mich 1s identified as Crossing No. 4-113.3, e protected by two :
otandard No. 8 flashing-’irhx crossing qigdals ‘and the usual '

approach warning signa.-

In order to provide better access'to‘;he plant of’the
Thornton Canning Company at Thornton, a new road is unde* conetruc-
tion paralleling the east °ide of the railroad northward from the
Old Walout Grove Road. It is proposed to extcnd the new road on a |

curve across the railroad at the location of the presenx croesing
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to a point of connection with the Thoraton Road. To do $0, Will
necessitate widening the crossing and *elocafiqz at least one of" the

flas hinb-ligh ignals.

. hpplicent's proposal 1s that the flashing-light signal

which faces east ward‘bc romoved to & location about'30;£oet to the
north, ournirg ohe lig‘z’ce towards the new: road. It is contempla?'
that the flashing-light signa*,now located at the west of tno cro,,-

ing remain in its present position.

In the opinion of the Couhxy Sufveyo:,‘this‘isﬁthe only“
alteration iﬁ c*oeﬂing orotection which 1is necessary;v He tcst fled.
that, althougr formerly 2 State highway, the 018 Walnut Grovn Boad

1s now merely a 1ocal road of miner significance; and tha* in tnc
Ture the now rovd oc‘ving tae canno“"'v*ll be the nore meortunt
of the two rozds ecst of T the cros-ing. ‘The witness conccded thut,
I moved to the p“QPOUUd lOCeﬁiOﬁ, tho fla sning-*ight *ignal on thef
aet aide of the crossi ng wou*c *o* p*ovide cloor visibility to
persons traveling on ' qe Old lnut Grove Rondxwhen app:oaoh;nggthe:

erossing from the eest-

& rep*co nuotivc of mnornton Cenning Company contendcd
that completion of the nev road 15 of vital concnrn to that company.
He explained that plant prcvioust nad access to a privatc‘*oad
which_hao since deen cWosed by The Testern 2s cific Ra;lroad Compeny
and that it is necessary that a road be avail ab e ovcr which uupplie,

and personnel may be tran po*tod bctuoen tae cannery And arcas south

vof Tho*nton.

mhe"’v"oste**z‘Pac‘i‘ic Railrozd Company did'10t>d°PéaT“at"

the hearing. Its viee prooidont and vcne*al m nager however, prc-"‘

viously indicated in writing that, ahile be’ioving a wore ootisfactory .
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plan than that péoposod can be developed, the railroad‘companyﬁwilll

. not objeet to the granting of the applicotion.

dn 2 stant tronsportation engineer in tho enploy of the
Commission's trmoepor.ntiou doportment testified to having pa rt*ci-
pated in a recent survcy of ¢rossings over the tra cks of Tho Nostcrno
Pocific Ram’road Compaoy in San Jooquin County. He indicated thatr
as to the p*oposed alterat*oﬂ of the crosoi & iavolved in this

proceoding:one Commiasion s enginooriog divioion Had concluded to-

recommend:

That the ignal on the west sido of the
crossing‘be moved a sufficient distance .
to clear the proposed new road and 2 double
set of ’igh be Installed therecon to
protect the approaches of both the 0ld
Walnut Grove Road °nd the new road;

That the signsl on the east side of the

erossing be moved eastward o protect the

0ld Walnut Grove Roads

That in order o protect the new road an

additional flashing-light signal be installed

at approximately the location to which oppli—
ant proposes to move the present °1gnal on’

tho east side of the crossing;

Thet two boulevard stop signs be insta’lod

on .the 018 ¥alnut Grove Road at 4ts inter-’

seetion with t e o*opocod new road; and

5. That two rcflcotorizod advance w*rning signs
be installed o the p*opo°ed oex road
The alteration of tho preaont crossing in the' mﬁnner
proposed by qpol‘c_nx would in effect reduco the proscnt proteotion :
afforded an existing road Although it appes thot the Old Welrut :
Grove T ood is not as Iimportant 2 tho*ouphfcrc as it may. havc becn '

in the post, no probative evidence has been prosootod thqt fia hing-_

light signel protectionois no longer required.




Uncer the County's suggested plan, & person using thé' :
‘crossing to reach 2 point dn‘thé 014 Walnut Grove;Rbad cr,bcyon&
would have *the protection of a flashihg-iight signal when travéiihg
in an easterly di*éct;on., On the other haﬁd 'tho“" pﬁrafin}3“ |
vehicles In the oppo*i te di*ection would be mithout any p*otectior
other than thet which might bc afforded by o siznal 50 locuted as
to not providc.proper visidility. In our opﬂnion 2 @*tuation of

thls %xiné would tend to ¢create confusion and be 07trcmcly hﬂzﬂrdouo,

even though flashing-light signaIS‘migh nov o*herwiuc be neces sary

to protect trzific on the Old Tblnut Grove Ro,d.

Moredvcr the record'discleses that during periods'tﬁe'
plant of the Tho“nton Canning Comr ﬁj is in operation wﬁﬁy7vehicles-
will operatc over the crossing. Drivers of vehicles approaching
the e¢rossing from either sidc,'mhctho* on the 014 Nalnut Grovo Road
or %the new road, wili,be requircd to w;tch for appﬁoaching vehicles
oz the other road as well as for any trains which @ay’be in the
vicinity. Tnder such circumstances, we arc of the‘vicw.thaf; in the
cbsence of a more dcfinitc showing of the wvolum oiof tréffic now
ucing the 0ld Walnut Grove Road, a very high dcgroc of pro;éé#iqn
should dbe requireé_if the new road is ext ndcd ove* the pxi#tipg

crossing.

Upon careful consideration of all of the facts and,cir-‘
umstances of record 1n this proceedisg, the Commission‘iG."‘the‘
opinion and finds that uuhorltv should be granted to construct thﬁ‘
Thornton Cannery Road at grcde 2cross the mgiw line of The uestc_..

Pacific Railrowd Company, &S propesed by cpplicant provided that
croseing siznals 2nd other warning protection: bc inst*llcd in 1ccor-
dance mith the-rccommend tions dcscribed at the hcqr;ng by the

Commis ion s enginenr.
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ORDER

A pudlic hearing having bdeen had in the above-entitled
 procecding ond, based upon the evidence reccived and upon the con~
clusions ond findings sct forthhin the preceding opinion,

*

17 IS CRDERZD that the Board of Supervisors . "*he County 
of San Joaguin be urd i* is hereby uu,tnorired to conutruct Thorn*oﬁ

Cannery Road No. 641 a% gradc across the tracks of Tnn Nes*crn ‘

Pacific Ruilroad Compﬂﬂy at the location deecribcd in *he applica-. :

tion and as shovm by the map at% tached thcreto, uubjcct to thn

following conditions and nox othcrwi

l; The above crossing shall be identified as a
nortion-of Crossing No. 4=113.3. '

2. Thc e“tire expeaae of constructing the crossing
shall be borne by applicent. The cost of mointe-
nance, of those portions of sald crossing outside
of” lines twe feet outside of the outside rafls

" shall be borne by applicﬂnt The maintenance

+ of those portions c* soid crossing between lines
two -fect ontside of the outside rz2ils shall be
vorne.by The Western Poefific Rafilroad Company.

Said erossing shall be constructed cqual or
superior to type shown as Standard No. 3-A in
General Order No. 72 a2ad shall be protected -
by,the fellowing signals'and warning devices: -

(a) " One Standard No. & flashing-light signal
of . type. *Hown fn General Order No.- 75-B
at the west side of vhe cros sing togethcr, _
with a double set of lights protecting the
approaches on hoth the 0ld VWalnut Grovo
Road und Tho*nton Cannery Road.., o

One Standard No. & flaohxﬁb-light sign“l
of type shown in Ceneral Order No. 75-3
at the east side ol the e¢r ssing protcct;ng
the Old Walnut Grove Road. : '

One utandﬂrd No. & ‘lusqing-licht signal
of type shown in Generzl Order Ne. 75-B
at the northeast side of the crossing
protectiﬁg the Thornton Cunncry Road
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Two boulevard stop signs on the 01d Wolnut
Grove Road at its intersection with the
Thornton Cennory Road.

(e). Two reflectorized advance warning sigﬁs on
the Thornton Cannery Road.

4. Applicant shall within 30 days thereafter. notmfy the
Commission, in writing,.of the completion of the.
installation of said crossing, and of 1ts compliance
with the conditions hercof. _ o
The'authorization herein granted ohall{lapsefand_
become void if not exercised within one year from
the date hereof unless furthor time is- granxed by
subscquent order. ' , _ ‘

6. The Commission reserves the righx to make ouch
further orders, relative to the location,.con- '
struction, opergtion, maintenance and protection -
of said crossing, as to it may seem right and. proper
and to reveoke the outhorization herein granted 1f,
in its judgment, public oonvonicnco nccossity-or
safety so require. ‘ -

Tne authority herein granted shall becomo effcctive 20
éays from the date hercof.

Dated at_ﬁé@, California, this éﬁ -

day of C;2£££4yf | ; i948(
ééy o




