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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIZS COVMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALI ORNIA |

In the Matter of the Application of !

) »
TZE CAMPEELL ”?TLR CO0., & corporation,) “14cat 'N'. 2
for permission %o abanéon certain ,) Appl cg ion'No. 28771
branch irrigation lines. )

R. 7. MORTON for applicant ,

MARTIN S. WALSH for John Marovich L ‘

Anthony K. Pimental, Mrs. R. Mazzone and Mrs. M. J. Hargis,
protestants.

QPINIQ

The Campbell Water Co., a corporation, seeks éuthority

o abandon the operation of tarece brancn irrigation pipe lines
through vhich water is supplied to certain coqsumers for ugricultu.ul
) -use. The c¢onsumers served by two of these lines voiced ne opbosition
to thiu proposal, but those supplied by the third llnc, oome ’our in .
1umber appeared as protcstantu.‘ The matter was sudmitted. at public
hearing, hed defore Examiner Austin at Campdell. Proof was offe*cd
shoviing due publication of notice of hearing, 2nd of the mailing of

such notice to *He *ntmrestod gconsumers.

Applicant's showing was submitted fhroughﬁits-opérétiﬁg'
officials, and protestants offered testimony in their oWn‘behalf,
Applicant contends that because of the di1fficulties andfinébnﬁéﬁféhces
encountéred; the service sought to be abundoncd can bc furnighed only
at a substantial finsnefal 10ss; that the cost of providing the = |
irrigation service is relatively.n_gher than that incurred'in °upply-
ing the Qdomestic service, while the revenue derived from thc fo:mer
is disproportionatoly lower, and ‘that an adcquatc °ubstitutional

water upplv is available, ohould _pplicantfﬂ service be vithdravn,
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which would fully meet the neceds of the consumers afféctcd; Proteé-
tonts, on the other hand, contend that -applicant has cxaggcrated‘thé'
ciffieulties cxperienced in furnishinz'zhe'irrigatibh service, and-
that the proposed substi*utioqal wété* °upply.would be neithér
sufficient to satisfy tnn conaumer*' needs nor vould it alwayw be

available when required.

Tor éome Thirty years apblicant, opereting as a public
utility, has been engaged in the business of supplying water for
both domestic and agricultural uses, at Campdell, in Santa Claré
County. At present, the domestic conaamcrg numbcr 973 while’ thoac
using water for agri cul*ur”l nurvosou total 18.- Water for domestic
industrisl and irrigation purposes is obt_ined by punp.ng from four
wells. Irrigatioﬁ water is dclive"cd'vo the customeru through

‘ Teet of 10 12 and 14 ineh concrete pipe lines. Domo,tic
15 distridusted. through 87,692 feet of mains, varying *rom one

o 10 i“cnos in diameter.,

Among fhe irrigation lines maintained are the three now
| sought to be a2bandoned, which are designated in this proccedin%l\
&8s Lines Nos. 1, 2 and 3, serving three, two and five consumers:,
reSpcctively, These lines, which are 1850, 1050 and 1996 Teet in
length, respectively; follow the routes deseribed. in tﬁe appiicafion;.

They comsict of Sectioned concrete pipe, of from ten to twelve inchos

in diamoue“, the join s (each of which is thirty~inches long)”being

c;ﬂeatcd together.

During recent years substantial changes have oceurred in
the characteristics of the territory traversed by these lincu. hen
taey were instﬁl7ed, and for many years thercafter, thiu¢land was

either unimproved or set out to orchards. Reeently, however, 2 largc_

(1) 0Of the f4ive conzumers served by Line 3, only four appeared as
prOtCutu'}Uu . . o N ‘

-
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part of this arez has been subdivided and 1s now océupiedl‘x

by dwélling houses. -For a distance of twb;blocké, Lihe-lwérosseé"
residential territory and then enters’ the grammar school grounds,
passing under tﬁo buildings which have been conStfuctédrover,it;‘.A
branchrline‘terminates in 2 residgntial sudbdivision. The afea
traveréed Yy Line-2, thoﬁgh nov improved, is potentiaslly residdntial '
" in character. Fof éome 900 feet, Line-3 extends from’its‘péint of
commencement, on North First Sfreet,'eaSterly to Hafrisbn Streect
through an area occupled by dwel;ing houses. Beyond‘Harrison Street,
for approximately 1000 feet, thls line passes through oréhafdé‘or‘

lands used for agricultural purposes.

In some instanccs applicant has found it'necessary,
because of the residential development described,‘tcrreiocatc these‘ |
lines. -For example, Line-3'wa5‘ferouted, through the streéts, around
2 block which it originally had ¢rosscd, and wes diverted around
2 house, situated on North First Street, which had been crected over
tae original pipe line. For a distance of from 50 to 100 fect,

various structures have been built over this line. .

&Llong thesc bipe lines valves have been installed on lond
which 15 privetely owned. A& cut-off valve, situated at tﬁe rear of
2 lot on North First Streoet, controls the delivery of water through
Line-3} Zast of this point, no water flows ﬁndervprcssure, exeept

during tnhe irrigotion seczon, which usually lasts for abouf-six weeks. .

Owing to thcse\¢onditions, orivate property'owners have

experienced considerable annoyance and incdnvcnience; Applicant's
employces, whenever necessary to do co, must enteor upon their lands
to operate the cut-off valves or to repair the lines. Water lesking

from broxen pipe lines oc¢casionazlly has resulted in damage to 1aWns
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ané gardens. It iz {nconvenient to repair{breaKS‘occuring under
buildings, because of the difficully oflgaining access. to the line. .
Vq‘ the reasons mentioned, many complaints have been voiced by house~ -
holders, and also by the local school diEtrict'authorifieé, who have
requess ed the removal of the air V@n* and valve box now located on

the grammar school grounds which, they state, is acceasible vo-school':
children. . | | | |

vhere the pipe llne has been diverted around : duilding, -
air pockets have formed at the bonda or angles in the line. Iﬁ
order to relieve the pressure, to guard againut breaks which other-v
wise might occur, and to maintain a2 full flow in the line,air vents
must be installed at those points. . These, very often, are unsightly

L
strucetures

Coincidentally with the‘résidential‘development,described, .

streets nave been constructed which eross the pipe 1inés under
consiceration.  lLine-3 crosses both North Ce nurhl and Harrison Avenuea;
Wnen the latter was opened in 1945 the gra@e was reduced oO that the
top'of the vipe line 1s now only eight inches. below the °u*faco.n
Eecauqe of the heavy traffic over thils street, including truck
movements to and from canneries in the vicinity,‘b:eaks or leaks in
the line frequently have occurred. At times, this hés caused inter- .-
Tuptions in the service. Although the pipe line at‘thie”crossing |
could be lowered, such 2 step would necessitate the Lnstallation of

an air vent structure to relieve the air, prQSSure at the angle points
in the line. .This would be true also were 2 steel pipe subetituted |
for *hc concrete pipe, similar to the stoel pipe exiut*wz at tne o
North Cent*al Avenue erossing, where tho volume of traff;c is
comp°rab1e'to‘that at Harrison Avenuc. It installed such a vent

should be loca?ed at the dreak in the grade of the nipe 1inc, at or .
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near the sidewalk, to minimize the risk of breakngcs.or leaks ¢aused
by sir locks. To avoid breaks at the Harrison Avenue eroscing, the
pressure unner which water is supplied through this line'has_been
lowered, thus reducing the flow from 600 and 700 gallons per mimute
to 500 gallons per minute.  Obviously, this has substantigily cur-
Atailcd the ¢apacity of this facility.

To renedy this sifuation va*ious alternatives were ?ug-'
gested ihy protestants,.such 28 relocating the pipc line or connecting
it with other existi ng lines.. Reclocation of the line weuld not
‘,obviauo lcakage i* conerete pipe were uﬂed, since in this typc of
construction, it appears, leaks inu vitably would oceur as the result
of esrth vidrations, even though there were no angles in the line
in which oir pockets could form. Leakage could be‘ancided’ however,
1f steel pipe were nsed. It applica 1t undertook to reloca.e Line-B,'
considerable difficﬁlty wculd Ye encountered in obtaining-rights of
way through residcntial pfopcrty because~ef objecticnﬁlraieed by’tne
property owners, it %as salid. It would not be practicable, uppli-
cantfs manager stated, to conneet this line with the existing
irrigation line on Hamilton nvenue which aervcs patrons situatedu-
north of that street. This is so, it was stated, because‘tne'"
irrigated lands lying south of Hamilton Avenue now reachéd by Linc-3
are situated at a2 righer level, consequently sueh an inetallation‘
would increasc the p*essure in the Hnnilton Avenue line witn reaulting

avage and breakage

The replacement of Line-3, it was shown, would involve.
consideradle expense. The original cost of this line, which was

constructed partly in 1926 and the remainder in 1936, wes estimated

at 81,429, and the accrued~depreciaticn at $427.50, 1eaving‘a'ncc of
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Replacement of that portion of the line fréversing rcsidén-
territory, approximately 900 feet in lenCth3 would necessitate
n expenditure of $2700 if steel pine were uqed and $3150 for con-'
crete pipe, it was: shovn. The preuent value of thiS-secﬁion'albhé

wes estimated at $472.5C.:

During recen t years, it appeers, the nuﬁber'of consumers
using water Zor ugricu tural purposes has deéréasedlwhile‘thoﬁe uéing
waﬁer for domesti¢ purposes has increaséd. The.numbér of'agricuiturql
cousumc*s dropped from 41 1931, which vas one-of the dfié;t years,
of record, to 18 in 946;-a1d the hours s pumped decreased from 3547 to
1840. The 1946 use 1S 2lmost double normal this having bnen ‘ary
season. - On the other hand, the numbor oA domﬂ tic con umcr: in-
creased from 527 4n 1921 to 973 in 1946. The irrig gation *cvcnue, |
ccc*e°scd from $9 8’2 in 1931 to §3 ,319‘in 1946, while thc damestic,
revenues increased from 814,979 in 1931 %0 839,763 in 1946, |

The share of the revenue derived {ronm agr1Cultu;al water
service has decreaéed substantizlly in re&cnt years whilé fhe expenses
attributable to that serviqe nave c¢orresponéingly increased; In 1939

for spricultural uses produced §5,414, or 23.5 pc* .
cent of‘apglicant's g£ross revenues'of $23,006. In 1947 it is es i-
nated, only 5.3vper ccntfofrthe gross revenues would e derivcd *rom
this source. In 1946 the estimated revenue yielded by Lincu 1 and
2 was $200, and the revenue derived from i ne-3 amount to w5
During the preceding year, some 45 per cent o $3,940 - the.amount
expended for distridbution repairs\throughout'thc_systém - was

chargeadble to the irrigafion lines. Line-3 alonc accounted for adout

(1) The cost of installing this line in 1926 and 1936 was 75 cents a
foot, it was shown. The present cost of installing a steel pipe
1ine was estimated at $2.25 per foot, if l2id in open orchards, -
2nd at 83.00 per foot, if laid in rcsidontial aress. .The present
cost of installing a concrotc pipe line, whether in o*chord or in
residential tcrritory, was ostimated at *3 50 per foot. ,
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per ceat of the total coct of such repairs, or approximately

5985.

The record dealt extensively with the slternative water
supplics and facilities nvailadle to the present consumers if the

existing service were withdravn.

Since Moy 1946, applicént has supplied no water to any’-
of the five consumers served by Lines 1 and 2. Taroughout this
perioé, curing which there Were thboc regular seascnol irrigations,
weter for this purpose was obtained from 4. J. Lipa:i,'whose well

1s situated on Bland Avenue near the Compbell Union High School.

The well and pumping facilitios were deserided by Mr.
Lipari. Their ccpacity is adequate, he tostified, fo meet the
roquirements not only of his own orchard comprising some 1l acres,
but 2lso thosé of the consumers :eached by Lines 1 and 2, whbse~
noldings aggregate approximetely 25 acres. To supply theirlneeds,'_
ne i1s willing to secll them,strplué,water at a charge of $1.50 an
aour for the run of the pump - # réte vhileh he¢ has prcviogslx!
observed. Sincgll946, he steted, surplus water obtained from this g
well by these coﬁsumers nes beeﬁ sufficient to meet éheir neéds.
during thic period no comﬁlaints hadjbeen received, he-teStified. '
The water table, he said, hod been lowered from 121 féet, in}1945,

to 165 feet, in 1947.  As 2 result sump deliverids'hadlfallén from

610 to 450 gzllons per minute.

To aécommcdsto th¢<cdnsumers sefved by Line-3'it‘is
proposed that they © tein surplus water from the. well of Mervin S.
Keesling, situated ecst of ﬁhéir londs and across the Southern
Pacific right-of-way. & pipe line fronm the'well éxténds.undef'the

,

)
|
!
!
|
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rellroad tracks 4o 2 point distant sohe 300 feet from the terminal

ine-3. Applicant proposcs vO construct 2 2 eonnecting line at its
own expensc. This well, including the pLlt, hes reached a depta of
263 fect. The new pump, recently insthllcd haf'a gu"rgntced'

cepacity of 700 gall Lons per ninut e but ¢an produce 800" gullons per

ninute.

These facilﬁtie55 Kéqﬁling'stated, cre designed primarily -
to furnisih a water supply for the irrigaticn o his ovn land which _
includes some 60 z2eres of frﬁit'orchards; For'manylyCQrs.he has. sold
to neighboring orchardists for +he purpose‘of i;rigating-their lands,
surplus water In oxcess of that requi red to saetisfy his own recuire-

ments.

The supply ‘s'adoqu te, Xeeslin teftified,,to provide
amply for the nceds of proteatants, T0S @ holdi 185 aggregoté apprdxiez
mately 29 seres of f*uitutrées and vegetable farms. % ou»réntiy

- furnishes surplus water to ir*ir:to in addition to his own lond,
some 40 ac“es during the syring sehson, and 30 acres during thc fall.
Meny yveers ago, it Was shown, ke had provided water for an udditionul
50 acres. During the early twcﬁtiea, he suppiied gurpluo weter to-

protestants Hargls, Pimental and Mazzone, to irrigate their lends.

Xeesling undertoox to supply the p*ote°tant° during.the
course of the irrigation season, in conformity with thelr needs.
Various frults require irriga*ion at different times, the order beingv
cherrles, apricots, peaches and prunes. This tends to spread the

' periods during which water should be Supp1ied. If protestanﬁchould
not aiways b2 cecommodated at the times specified in their requests |

for service, water nevertheless would be furnished within a reasonable
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time thereafter, he stated. Tor this service the charges imposed-
would range from %lSSOto $2.00 per nour, depending upon the volume

- of wateor supplicd.

All’four.protestant‘ testified in support of their poéitioﬁ%
Trheir holdings, wbiéh eré contiguous, lie south of Hamilton Avenue
and west of the Séuthern‘Pacific'right-of-way, éompriéingvin the
aggregate some 29 acreé?) For many years applicant has régulafly-
furnished water for the irrigation of their landsé‘ Ali'havo*founé
the service satiéfactory. On no occasion was anyVof‘theﬁ unable to-
obtain.water for this purpose, when required.. None has e#périeﬂced'

any delay in recelving watcr, excepting those arising from'the

(3) The irrigation of Keesling's land, he testified, ordinarily
.recuires 591 hours, operating 24 hours deily. This is equivalent
to 24 days and 15 hours. To irrigate protestants' lands, it was
estimeted, an additional 150 hours would bhe consumed. This ser-
vice, he stated, could be supplied within a period of seven days.

In accordance with Keesling's past practice, charges for supplying
surplus water would be assessed under the following seales '
Size of Gallons Hourly

Stream nor Minute ~ Charee
No.-1 : 700
" 2 »
" 3 . 5’00
t 4 ) »

*Not showa |
Very little water has been furnished under the 81.50 rate.

(5) The tracts owned by protestants, respeetively, vary in size as
indicated below: ‘ . -

anthony M. Pimentel 5 Zeres
Mary J. Hergic 3.81 r
Rosie Mazzone 10 ",
Jonn . P, Nar ViCh . 0 "
‘Total o 25.01 "

Both lir. Pimentel and Mrs. Mazzone are engaged'in raising prunes upon
their lands; and Mr. Marovich, 4in raising both prunes and apricots.
Vegetables are raised on Mrs. Hargis' land »y her tenants.

(6) The service which applicant h2s furnisned protestants as consumers
‘has extended, for varying periods, over many years. Thus, Mr. -
Pimentel has heen served, without interruption, since,1925;_Mrs.
Hargis, for 15 years; Mrs. Mazzone, since 1923; and Mr. Marovich,
for four years, or ever since he purchascd the traet. =

-9 -
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requirement that ezch should recuest service in advance and await
his proper tura.’ These delays, however, werc minor in character.
Applicant's superintendent admitted that no complaints had beeh
received £rom the consumers sccommodated. by Linc 3, rﬂgerding the

guality of the service.

Tvo of the protestants recounted the difficulties they
had experiencéd in thelr dealings with Mr.‘Keesling. Mr. Pimental
it appears, purchased woter from this source botween 1922 and 1926
During thi, period he was unable, so he stated, to obta*n w*ter
when hé desired it. "It was Aeesling's practice, he said, to install 
2’ pipe line through 2 culvert under the reilroad track whenever water
was supplied to his land.  On one occasion, he'tésfified, Xeesling
2dvised him that he had no time to install the pipe line, ‘and he
. suggested that Pimentel obtain his own pipe if he deaired to usc the
se*vicc.l Urs. Mazzone testificd that during 1922 her husband had
used water supplied by Keesling. Mazzone was obligé&ft6 rent‘l
approximately 400 feet of pipe which wds'Laid alohp'thevgroundfrrom
the well to the highest pciht Oﬁ'his land. There vas considerablo '
loss from leakage, she s2id.’ Throughout this period, watcr was
furnished internitt catly, it naving been cut off at times to_permit-
: Keesling 0 Irrigate his own land.' Subsequent offers by Kéesling 
to supply water, ‘she testified, had been rejected because the
aifficulties described could not be obviated. " Neither witnoss was
familis r"l th the quulity of the service which Keesling currontly
provides(' Eoth referred to the circumstancc thau the latter had

only one pump, contrasting tnis with the fou* punps Nhich Gpplicanx |
hed avpilable.

Assertedl&, Keesling had circumseribed the uée of surplus

water, but as to this the évidenée 15 conflicting. He testified that

- 10 -
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he had sold surplus water, in excess of that necessary to irrigate

hls tract. On one occasion, probadly in 1926, Pimentel said,
Yeesling deelared he hod just ufficicnt water for his. own use, and
when he had finished, an/one desiring water could have 1t then.
Keesling denied ever having made suech ;.statement to eny of the
protestants. He advised Mézzone $0 MPs. Mezaone tes tified, that
he desired the latter to teke the water at times waen he did. not
need 1it.

-

.Doubt was crpressed by Mr. Piwe“tcl Whethfr Kecsling
covld supp;y nim with su’ficient wator during the regular 1rrigationv
season, which lasts about six weeks. This concluoion was attributed
to the circumstance that during the cufrcnt season Keesling had |
COﬂp eted the i“rigution of his own land only a week before the.
hearing, after having pumpcd both day and night. Keesling admitted |
that in this vielnity the orchards, which generally are ofvsimilar'

typ2, must be irrigatcd at approximately the same time.

It was suggested that,_through‘a connection with the

pipe line of the Santa Clara Consérvation‘District, which extends
along the southern Bounddry of‘the.Marovichvand the Mézzone tracts

énd across Mrs, Hargis' land, a2pplicant couid supply xatcr to pro-
testants. Mr. Pimen@el related a convcraation with Mr. Ralph dee,
applicant's vice president to the effect that the latter had discussed
thls matter with an official of the district and. believcd that that
orgar;zation would conscnt to such an instollatioq. Nr Hyde promiscd
to report further progrc*s, but had been prevented by illness from
doing so. Applicant's general manager, Mr. Homer Hyde, testified

that he had not discussed the subjoet with the distriet management,

nor did he know of any such cgnversation‘in which hisrfathorgf'




applicaent's president, may heve participated.

The record is somevhat indefinite concerning the ability
either of anplicant or of‘Kéesling to‘install'a connection between__
- the terminals of their .respective lines, now separated by a distance
of some 300 feet. A4pplicant's Line-3 terminates at the western
boundary of Pimente1'§ tract, vhere it adjoins that of Mrs. Héréis;'
Keesling's pipe line docs not exténd'beyond-Mrs; Horgis' eastera
boundary. a4ny conneetion between the two-liﬁes, mast be cqnsﬁructéd'
over her land or along'the Southern Pacific right-of~-way. She
eipresscd neither zpproval nor disapproval of such 2 coﬁrse;,in

fect, she was not intérrogated concerning this matter.

In rebuttal, applicant's geﬁeral manager déscribed the
practice observed in supplying water for irrigation. Tt is furnishe
to consumers, he s2id, in the order of the presentation of their
requests for service. The dates for-prpviding‘the service are
scheduled, ané water is supplied accordingly. Owingfto.prior COM=
nitnments, applicant often has been unadble to provide this service
2t the time indicorted dy a consumer who may have falled to register
his requirements. The witness recalled an occasiqn~wheh'a late~
comer was compelled to wait three wegks beyond iheldate he'had
specified. Frcquently,-he,stétéé5 theurequésts submitteq bydeg-
sumers, if observed, would require some of them to e scrvedf |
simultaneously. Since applicant is‘unable'to'aCcdmmodatevthem;ait
‘becomes necessary to reconcile their conflicting‘réquiréments. For
these feasons,_he said,rit is not alﬂajs'pdssibie to supply,wéter to

consumers ‘whenever -they may desire it.

None of - the consumers -served by Lines No.. 1l anleQ.jz

objected to-the abahdonment'of-these»facilities; Thé-substitutiénal .
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service supplied by Mr, Lipari from surplus water, it wesvsheWn,

is adequate to meet their requirements for the 1rrigatien Of'the
tracts which they severally nold and cultivate.‘ Under the cifcum-,
stances, applicent will be authorized to discontinue ;ervice threugh

theose lines,

& different probdlem, however, is presented by the proposal
to zbandon Line-3. Applicant, on the one hand, points to the diffi-
culties encountered and the expense involved in providing_thiS'service..

‘Protestants, on the other hand, question the sufficiency of the al-

ternative water supply to"whieh they must resort,shouid”the applica-

tion be approved.

The mainvcnunce of this line, it was shown, entails many .
et icultiea._ Breaks Irequently occur, \nich must be rcnediﬂd
promptly. access to the line, for the purpose of making repairs,
generally is qccompenied by annoyance to houscholders through whooe

propertieg it.passes,‘and byuinconvenience.te.applicant!s employees.,

Applicant's contentlon. that this serviee,ceuld be provided .
only at 2 loss is not supported by the record. During a receqte
period,yhowcver,,the revenuqs‘derived.from.the opefation“ofrth;s
line comprised but 1.;4_per:cent of,the systenm revenue#,:while-the
cost .of -distribution repeirs, attributable to this factlity, were.

approximetely.loeper,ceni.of thqse“ine#::ed<throughoututhe'sygtem..

Du:ing;recentﬁyears,.app;icant!s agricultural eperations
have steadily ¢iminished in impe*tcnc , Both the number of consumers. .
and the volume of revenue der*ved from that source have decreased
To a marked deg;ee.‘ Coqtempo neously, the domestic operations have_

grown substan;ialiy.; tated, the share of total gro revenue,
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attridutable 'to the asgricultural water service, dropned from 23 per

cent in 1939, to 5.3 per cent in 1947.

Replacement of Iine-3, it was shown, would be expensive.

Constructed many years ago, the. line could not now ve duplicated,

as pointed out above, except at a much higher cost. In-’act,'replace;
ment of only that part which trasverses residential territory. would»
involve an expend*ture double. the cost origirajly incu*red to con-

struct tne entire 1ine.

Thc alternative supply which would. be a’icreed through :
Xeesling's facilitzes ordinarily would provide water in sufricient ‘
quantity,-we believe,.to‘meet.thc‘reguirements‘ef thevconsumers.now o
reached by Line-3. The record -discloses that thefvolume of water
produced,from this well. would. satisfy. their'needs elong‘with those
of ﬁee°ling himself and others to whom he currcntly furnishes surplus
water, Moreover, the rates which Kcesling would exact for. this -
service co not appear to be. orccssivc. Vone,of;the,connumers«voiced :

any ebjectien,to.them.

It is clear, however, from a considoratﬁon of the circum-
stances under which this service would be accorded theso consumers,
thet 4t would be an 1nadequate substitute for.the pudlic utility
service they now cnjoy. Only surplus water would be supplied. them,
availablc after Keesling had-first‘satisfied his.own requirements.,
The record shows that during 2. large pﬂ*t of . the short irrigution
season he would be engaged in irrigating his own land; not until. then
would water (which he aid not need for.that purpose) bo *urnished to
others. In.the past, some of thece cOnsumcr ,» Who had obtained
surplus water from ﬁtesling to irrigate thcir lands, were °ubjected

to considerable delay and to . intcrruptions in service. -Water seldom‘
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was furnished at the times requested..

There is‘no-assurance that ¢ connection could be'eétab—
1ished between the existing terminals of Line-3 and Kéesling's pipe_
line, respectively, now separated dy a distaﬁce of ste\3QO feetg
When called as 2 witness, the qwﬁcr of theiland’ovef which suéh'é
line would'be con*tructcd, ané whose consent obviously‘muét be
odbtained, cxpreosed neither approval ner aisupproval of such a

project. The rccord 13 silent in this respect.

To reach a sstisfactory solution, 1t is.nécessary,‘We_
believe, to weigh carefully the conflicting claims of %the parties,
which have been established by the record. On the one hand, it
appears, applicant’s ifrigation service has steadily declined for
many yeers. Line=3 is difficult and expensive'to‘mﬁintain; its
replacement, in‘view‘of'the'presenx high cost of materiais and the
small number of'coﬁsumers served, would not now be.justified. .On
the other hand, we are convinced, the proposed*substitﬁtiohal
service would not adequetely meet protestants’ néedq; Water would
not always be availébie when required. KeeslingtundertakeSLto supply
surplus water only; he would assume none of the obligatiqns.of;a
public utility. Undoubdtedly, he could dictate the term éf any )
'contractual arrangement which he might coqsummate with proteqtanto.
The latter, we believe, should not be relegated, 9gainst thcir will,
to this position from their presenx status as public utility con-

sumers.

‘The record indicates that existing conditione may. changc
substantially in the not too distant future. There is a_derinite_
trend toward the‘Subdivision“of the_largerttraCts En;thisvarga,,and '

their development for residential purposes. . Consequently, protestants’
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vse of their hoidings for agriculturai pufposes may not long continue.
As stated, the pfesent sarvice, through Lipo-3, was not showhotof'
have been provided at a loss. In view of the diminnskhing impofianoe
¢f applicant's irrigation service, accompanied, as it has boen,'by

& substantial growth in %he domestic opérations, 1t would seem
appropriate that, for the time deing, applicant absorb in its'oystom
cperations the cost of providing the irrigétion sevvice in question.
ve delieve that, a2t slight expense, some of tae majorodifficulties‘
could be alleviated.

Under the circumstances, approvél of appiioant's oroposal
to abandon i:rigationvservice through Line-3 will be mithhcidg and
to that extent the application will be denied..

RDER

Applicétion having been filed as avove entitled, a public
hearing having been held thereon, the matter having been &uly sub-,‘
mitted, and the Commission being now fully advised.

IT IS ORDERED that:

(1) Applicant The Campbell Water Company, a corporation,
is hereby authorized to abandon its branch irrigation pipo lines No.
i and No, 2, respectively (as deseribed in the applicatiop herein),
and to discontinue further irrigation service from said braﬁoh pipe
lines, and cach of them. Such zbandonment and digcontinuance‘of‘

servioe may Ye made effectivc not less than thirty day, after the
Loffcctivo date of this order. |

(2) Applicant‘shall, not less than twenty days before

the discontinuancovof“suoh service over saiZd dranch pipe linés, give
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written notice of sﬁch abandonment and discontinuance of service td_
the consumers prgscntly served with irrigation water by said brénch‘
pipe lines. Within ten days after such abandorment and discoﬁtinuéhcé
of service, applicant shall £file with the Comm1°:1on an affidavit |
showing that such service of notice has been duly nade upon said
consumers, as provided herein, and also showing the date. upon which

such abandonment and*diécontinuance of service became effective.‘

(3) In all other respecﬁs, the applicatioh herein is
hereby denied. : R

The effective date of this order shall be 20 days from

tbe date hereof.

Duted atgn_na&zw_, California,'.this id _;EV' -

day of //ﬂ y 1943.

2
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