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Decision No. 41509 

BEFORE T!;:S PUBLIC UTILIT!8S C01\'TIt.ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the m'cttcr of the investigation 
on the Comr:nission's own r:lotion into 
the reusonableness of certnin pro­
posed rules'for go.s service in the 
Stat'e> of California in'revision'of 
General Order No. 56 of this Com­
missio'!l. 
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C&SC No. 3181 

THIRD SUPPLEM]NTAL ORDEa 
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The rules govcrnine th0 sto.n~ards of 3QS scrvic'g' in Califor­

nia., are set. forth in Ceneral' Order No. 5$-A c.nd wcreau~horized by tb.'~s 
I ., \ 

COn"JI'I.ission's Decision~o. 24S27, issued ?JI:.lY 31, 1932. ,Among other p~~: 
visions, the general order reauires that no gas meter shall be allowed 

to remain' in service mere than seven years from the time when: l.3.st 

tested wi~hout b eins; retested. 

Due to the '~Jorld ~,IJo.r II emergency, ,lack of crit'ical materi~J.s" 

shorta~e of manpower, and the shortage of new gas meters, the gas 
" 

ut. ili tics were permitted by $upplcmcntal orders (1) to d~,vi,~te .from the 

provisions of the general order by ,extending the seven-year test ," 

schedul~ .to ten years. The second supplemental order stipulated th~t . " 

the term of the deviation would expire on !',!:J.Y 1, 194$. 

Pet itions ( 2) were recently filed by three of the natural,(,go.s·"· " 

utilities requesting that they be pcrmitt0d to continue the tcn-yea~ , 

test schedule of gas meters for an additionr~l period. A fourth ~ti~:ity 
". 

(1) First Supp.lement.?,l Order, Decision No. ;5470, issued June 9,'1942. 
Second Supplemental Order, Decision No. 38949, issU(ld May,!, 1946. 

(2) Petition by Southern California G:~.s Company filed April 13,1:94$. 
Petition by Southern Counties Gas Company filed April 20, 1945. 
P?tition by 'Pacific Gas and :<':lectric Company filed April 20, 1945. 
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Co~st Counties Gas and ~lcctric Company, made a similar request by 

letter deted ~arch 29, 1948. 

The petitioners outlined ,rath'~r ext~nsiv.;ly their reasons to 
, ' 

justify the request for a continuance of the ten-yeart~st:ng program. 
These are briefly summarized hereinafter. 

Recent test results ind1c~te that the percentage o£ accurate 

r.1eters hns increased under the t en-year change pro,2;r~m. This is 

attributed to improved repair .'lnd adjustment procedures o.dopt-ed by .. the 

uti::' ities. Furthermore, the meter ml~,nu!'o.cturors have roD-de changes and 

refinements in the construction of gas mete:rs o.nd meter pa.rts, which 

h:.vc stabilized a.nd impro":ed rnet~r accurocY· 

Southern California ~s Company and Southern Counties Gas 

Compan:r current.1y h~V0 about 1,034,000 and 2$$,000 meters, respective­

ly, in service. During 1947 the former utilit.y tested 71,027 meters, 

while the number test.ed by the l~tter company was 27,201. Each of the 

utilities presented d~.ta bc.sed on certain assumptions, showing .:,the 

a.verage number of !'nc~crs that would be tested <;::o.ch year between now 

end 1900 under both a seven and a ten-y~ar program. On a seven-year 

test schedule Southern Cclifornia Gos Compnny e~timntcs it would test 

and repair on t.h~ :l\"0ra.:,c 180,300 meters Co year, ,md Southern Count,ies 

G~s Company 52,900 meters. Under the SQmc assumptions, and on ,the 

b~sis of a ten-year progranl, the ~vercg0 number of annual tests would 

be 13/.0.,500 and /.0.0,100, rcsp(:ct.ively. If these utilities were now re­

quired to revert to the scven-ye~r test program r it would be necessc.ry 

for Southern California ,:.::.s Company to t cst 503,000 meters in 194$,' and 

Southern Counties Gas Compo.ny r..s estirn.:ted 60,000 meters. Those two 

utilities state they have neither th~ trained personnel ond equipment; 

nor the necess3.ry shop space and facilitios to comply with such a 

program. 
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Pacific Gas and Electric Company states it had 895,809 gas 

meters install~~d on COnSl,lmerS' premises and in stock at the close of 

194.7. During the year 1947 the company test.ed 77,3$3 meters. The 

utility estim~tes it would be re~uired to chan~c approximately 110,000 

meters per year under a ten-year program, and 145,000 meters would be 

rcmov~d annually if a seven-year test schedule was required. In the 

eVent Pacific Gos and Elect.ric Comp~y rev'~rted to 0. sev>8n-year test 

cycle at once, it would be no cesso.ry to remove morc tho.n 4QO, 000 meters' 

in 1948. 
It WiS1S o.lso indicr.ttcd by, petit ioners that the adoption ot the 

seven-year t~st. cycle would r:~su1t in very subst.::.ntia1 increases in 

operating cost to th~ utilities due to hieher l.':lbor und material costS, 

and in addition, su 'b stant i,,:,-l capit:?l outlc.ys ','fould be required to con:" 

struct additiont-l m~~ter shop repair facilit ies. 

Ref~rcnce W&8 made to the still existing shortage in the 

supply of new rn8ters, which makes it imprccticable for them to maintain 

the required number of m0ters in revolving stock under the seven-y-t:or 

test schedule. 

The Commission believes the provision contained in General 

Order No. 5$-A, rel.1t in~ to the frequency of test inz consumers' gD.S 

meters, should be subjoct to furth~r study following the nccumulation 

of additiona.l test results under the ten-yoar pro,srarn. It is also 

evid.ent that ~, hieh degree of meter a.ccuracy is being maintained under 

the extended. t.;sting cycl~, and the percentaec of meters tested and 

found accurat€: is currently hi;;h(·)r tho.n in 1'0 rm~r years. In view of 

the foregoing and additional inform~tion available to the. Co~~ission 

fro:n other sO\:Lrc~s, a continuation of the devi.').tion permitting a ten­

yeo.r testing ::!Ich~du1e of g:.s meters in lieU of a seven .. y~ar schedule 

.for two years is b~lieved to be justified. The Commission is of the 

\ opinion, 
\ 

however, the utilities should, during the next two ye,ars, 

\ 
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assemble appropriate information to support :l modification 'of General 

Order No. 58-A to provide for a ten-year testing cycle, or any ,other 

testing schedule that actual results indicate to be justified. 

The Commission ha.ving considered the request of petitioners 

and it being of the opinion that the pe~ition should 'c'e' granted" that 

a public hearing in the matter is not necessary, and sufficient cause 

appearing, therefore, 

IT IS HBREBY ORDERED that all public utility gas corporations 

are hereby authorized to deviate from the provisions of Rule 24(a) of 

General Order No. 58-A to permit the removal of g~s meters for test'lng 

and possible adjustment on a ten-year schedule in lieu of the seven­

year schedule provided in said g~neral order, such deviation to be 

effective for two years from the date hereof; unless otherwise here-

after ordered. 

day of ~~ ___ ~ ..... __ _ 

this 0 rder shall be the do.te hereof. 

~~~-~ ~ ,California, this :rt!~ 
1948. 
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