Decision No. 41548 |
BEFORE TFEZ FPURLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of . ﬁgﬂﬁi?gﬁgjjyu:;¢,
tiie 3oard of Supervisors of the County U
of Santa Clars, State of Californla, for

an order of the Public Utilities Commlssion

authorizing the Applicant To construct a Application No. 28739
public highway across a.Railroad (Rincon :

Avenue over S.P. Co. railroad)

Zdwin H. Willlams, Assistant County Counsel,
Santa Clara County '

R. S. Mvers, Southern Pacliflc Company
Robert 3B. Cnandler, in vroprla persona

QPINION

In this apnlication the County of Santa Clara requests
suthority to construct a public road known as Rincon Avenue at grade

across tracks of the Southern Paclfic Company, Sen Jose ~ Los Gatos

Lire, "in the unincorporatéd town of Campbell. A public hearing was

reld on April 5, 1948 at which time tThe matter was submitted. .

The railroad extends more or less southwest to rortheast
vpassing through theyéas:ern edge of Campbell. Rincon Averue extends
in an easterly and westerly direction through Campbell, but one block
west of the proposed crossing it turns to the southeast and thus would 
cross the rallroad at a 90 degree angle. The proposed crossing woulq |
afford a connection between the buili-up portion of Campbell,’weét of
the tracks, and Rallroad Avenue which runs parallel to the rallroad
izmedliately to the east. |

The Californis Prune and Apricot Ascoclation opérates a
dehydrating plant which is lecateé adjacent to and west of the rallroad
right of way and on the north side of Rlncon Avenue., The: proposed
extension of this Avenue across the property of the Prune and Apricot
Association and across the tracks of the Southern Pacific Company o
would permit trucks to operate directly from Rallroed Avenue 1into the

olant without passing through the more congested sectlons of Campbell.
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The nearest public crossing-north of Rincon Avenue 13 at
Central Avenue, approximately 550 feet away an& the next 1s at‘Campbeil
Avenue, 600 feet further. To the south there are public crossings at
Sunnyside Avenue 633 feet away and at Kennedy Avenue about LOO feet
further. The propesed crossing would extend across the mliddle of
Campdell etatlon reservation and would cross the main line, two side
tracks and a crossover. Daily rallroad operations consist of a total
of two possenger trains, one freight train and local switching.

A witness for the applicant stated that the proposed crossing
would nrovide enother outlet for the dbusiness scetion of Campbell and
thus relleve congestion on Campbell Avenue as well as facilitate aécess
to the southeeostern portion of Campbell in case of fire. It was |
further stated that the principal nced for the propésed crossing was
to provide g shert route for tricks coming into the dehydrating plant
and it wos admitted that thils need could be met by the construction of
a »rlvate crossing at thils point.

Witnesses for Southern Pacific Company In protesting the
apnllcation stated that the site of the proposed erossing 4s loeated
in the San Jose Yard limlte, thot during certaln sossons of the year
switehing movements would be almost continuous and thet standing
freight cors Iin the yard would frequently block the crossing for long
merlods of time or obscure vision ot that point. |

The record shows that Southern Pacific Company and th
Californis Prunc and Anricot Associntion ¢ntered into a private
crossing ogreement doted Auguét 25, 1947 and that subsequentl& a
private drivewey hes “Boen constructed across the tracks and'inporfhe
yerd of the dehydreoting plont at about the_location of_the proposed
public crescsing. This agreement provides the Association will meine-
toin o fleogmen whon the plant 4s opercting, that 2ll trucks shall stop

before pascing over the croscing and that during the off scason the

gateo into the yard shall be locked end troffic offcctunlly barred from
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using this private croesing.

From the record in this application, it appears that thers
are already rour crossinge in the immedlate vicinity of Rincon Avenue,
all beihg within & disiance of less than one half mile, and that'the

pfopdsedvcrbssing would be hazardous by reason of i1te location in the

Campbell Yérd with frequent sWitéhing movements and by obstructed

sight distahces caused by standing carg. It further appears that.the
principal need for the prOposed public crossing hag been met by the
construction of a private crogsing 1nto the dehydrating plan

Review of the record leads to the conclusion that public
convenience and necessity does not require a publlc crossing at this

location and that the application should be denied.

A public hearing having been held and the matter submitted,

IT IS HEREBY ORDZRED that thls applicatlon be and the same
is hereby denled

This order shall become effective twenty days from the date

Dated at \::Zéiiéégéﬁééég, California, this 42§gé22 day of

62141_ ] 1948.

hereof.




