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Decision No. 41550

~ ..'/-

EPORE THZ PURLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNfKﬁ

In the Natter of the Applicatlion of ﬁhe

)
Rasrd of Supervisors of the County of )

Sente Clare, Stete of Callifornio, for an ) ,

oréer ¢f tne Public Utilltles Commission ) Application No. 23737
suthorizing the apolicernt to construct a )

publie highway ncross & Rallroad. )

(eroni Avenue over S.P, Co. Railroad) )

Edwin H. Villiams, Assistant County Counsel
for the County of Santa Clare,

R. S. lyers, 65 Market Street, San Franclsco
for Southern Pacifilic Company.

Robert 2. Chandler, in propria persona.

OPINION

In the chove en%=itled sppllcation the County of Santa Clara .
requests authority to construct o public highway known as Baronl
Avenue 8eross the maln line tracks of Southern Pacific Company in the
vicinity of Iick tion. Pudblie nearing was held in San Jose on
April 5, at vhlecn time that matter was submitted.

Baronl Avenue waﬁ orizinally a privote lane extending
resterly from Stote Bighway Route 2 across the adjacent main line
tracks of Southern Peeific Company, and terﬁinating about a mile west
of the tracks. It sorves some six or eight houses and farms. Severzl
veers ago the county took over this private rosd as a pudbllc highway.
In the present applicstion suthority is requestoed te convert the
existing nrivafe crosasing Into a public crossing. The existlng3cfoss-
tng 1S narrow end the epdrorches are rough. The easterly approachlis
8t o steop arede necessitoted Yy the adjacent”high%ay. Visivility is
impaired By orcherds on one side ¢f tho frmcks and o fow.of‘ahade'
trees clong the westerly odre of the stete Wighway.  Roll traffic.

15 hesvy snd moves a2t high speed. The crossing is wnsafe in its
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prcsent conditlon, énd 1f 1% romatins, 1t should be improved and pro-
teeted by standard crossing signals.

As on slteraate to the cstablishment of o public crossing
ot eroni Avenue, therc Ls cvidence that o perallel rond could be
omenzé slong the westerly side of the reilroad right-of-woy for about
o quarter of s mile, to connect Baronl Aveave wlith Snoll Road to the
south, where there is on existing pudblic crossing (No. E+56,7),  This
plon would recuire the fcquisition of right-of-way and the construc-
tion of 2 vood over mroperty, some of vhich 1s now planted with young
fruit trees. If such ¢ connecting road were constructed, a single
rsilroad crossing ot oither Baront Avonue or ot Snell Road would
adequately serve the public,

Under present conditlons the resldents nlong 3aronl Avenue

i
have no accesc to the pudlic highway esst of the Southern Pacific

tracks except over the existing private crossing, Untlil steps can

be taken to construct a coanectling highvay west of the tracké, the
hazerds existinz 2% this wrivete crossing can be prently reduced by
widening and improving it, 25 the county proposes, and installlng
sutomatic signels. The rounty agreed to bear the expense of such’
1mprovement end orotection. The application will therefore be

cranted but the outhorizatlion here glven should be construed as a
temporsry solution only. Tt may be that applicant will deom it desir-
able and more economical to proceed at once with the opening of a new
cénnecting nienver o the west, thus permitting the early elimination

of either onc or the other of these crossings.

Fearing having been held in the rbove entlitled application
and the matter submitted snd ready for deeision, it 1s ordered"thatf

the County of Sonto Clara 1s suthorized to construct a public crossing

-2a
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of Baroni Avenuc with the main tracks of Southern Pacific Company, in
the vicinity of Lick Station ot tho location more varticulsrly describec
in the application #nd shovn on the map "Exhibit A" attached thereto,

subject to the fellowing conditions:

1. The ahove croésing shall be identified as Crossing No. E=56.5.

2. The crossing shall bo constructed of 2 width of not less
than 2 fcet and at on ongle of approximately 90 degrees
to, the rollroad, wlith grade of the approach not in excess
of 3 per cent on the vesterly side, and as light as is
physically possidble on the casterly spproach. Construction
cshell be eguel or superior to the tyre shown on Standard
No. 2 in.the Commisslon's Genersl Order Wo. 72. The c¢ross-
ing shnll be protected by two Stondard No. 8 flashing light
signals-as specified in the Commission's General Order
No. T75=R. ‘

The entirc expense of constructing the crossing, including
the nrotection herein ordered, shall be borne by appnlicant.
The cost of maintensnce of that portion of the crossing up.
“to lincs 2 feet outsido of the outside rails shall be bornely
applicant. The cost of maintenance between sald lines, to-
gether with the cost of meintaining the protectioen, shall bde
borne by Southern Pacific Company. '

Within thirty days after completion, pursvent to this order,
applicent shell so adviso the Commission in writing. This
authorization shzll become vold if not oxercised within one
year wnlcss time be cxtended, or 1f above conditions are not
comnlied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if
public convenlence, necessity, or safety so require.

The erfeesive date of this order shall be twenty days from

the date hercof. QQ::%???
7 2
—Dated at % , California, this éﬁ
v .

doy of ;é?¢425/7 , 1948.
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