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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA =

In the Matter of the Application of the )
Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa )
Clara, State of California, for an order )
of the Public Utilities Commission authoriz- )
1ng the epplicant to construct a puwdlic high-)
way across a Rallroad. (Fitzgerald Road over)
S.P. Company Railroad) | )

Application No, 28736

Edwin H. Williams, Assistant County Counsel for the

County of Santa Clara; R. S. Myers, for Southern

Pacific Company; Robert B. Chandler, in propria persont

QRINION

In this application the County of Sants Citr:’requests au-
thority to construct‘a public crossing of Fltzgerald Roud at grade,
acrogss the doudble track main line of Southern Pacific Company, in the
vicinity of Coyote. Pudblic hearing was held at san Jose on April 5,
a2t which time the matter was submitied.

| In this vicinity the main coast route of Southern Pacifle
Compamry extends in & gomoral neorthwesterly southeasterly dirbc%ioﬁ,
which for convcniencé will bo termed north and south, and Mbntérey
Rozd (Stote Highway Route 2, U.S. No. 101,) is located parallel to and
immedlotely east of the railroad. Numerous crossings of roods, both
public and privete, serving the areca to the west of the raiquad;hnve
beecn cstablished, many of them existing since the building of the roll-
road. Fitzgernld Road with which we ere concorned 15 this procecding
1s such & rond and cerossing. Orlginally o private road, it has, as the
country devélopéd, beecome more or less public In wuse and hgs now beon
teken over as a county highwar. The crosecing with the redlroad track.
weg probably installed when the rallrond was constructod, and-the"
County now decsires to hrve thls recognlzed as n‘public cfosding.

About 2000 feet to the north there is another cfosring of a
road known as Martinvalec Road which has a similar history. This cross-
ing however, was lognlized »s a publie crossing on mpplicatidn of the
County 4n 1928 (Docision 20381 - Application 1L46L6). Both Mnrtinvele
Rond nnd Fitzgerald Road cxtend westerly at rlght anglos to the rafl~

rocd and serve an ogricultural arca. Martinvale Road Extends for o
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dfstance of adout half a mile 25 & county road ond then as o private
iaue into privotely owned property. It has no ocutlet to other public
roads west of the “rack excepting that, about a quarter mile west of the
rcilroad, Cobb Road connects Martinvale Road with Fitzgersld Road.
This road 1s dedlcauted snd traveled but has not boeen improved by the
County. Fitzgerald Road does have o conncction at 1ts westerly end to
other public roads in the County Eighway systerm.

Both crossings are with 2 double track main line over which
train movements are froquent and fast, There afe fowteen scheduled
first-class tralns dally ot specds up to 75 M.P.H. and ©8 mony or more

frelight troins with permissibdlo speeds of 50 M.P.H. At both locations

the roilroad tracks are.from threc to four feet above the adjacent high-

way, but =a better aspprocch grade 1s possidle at Fltzgersld Road then

ot Martinvale Rond. View conditlons are rlso more open at the
Pltzgerald crossing. The county cngineer testilfled that both crossings
scrved the same territory but Fltzgerald Road was more Important fron
n traffic viewpoint. He stoted thnt, 1f Fitzgerald Rend is oponed, |
the Mortinvale crossing could be closed.

When authorizing the Martlnvale crossing In 1928, the Commls= -
sion callcd : attention to the crossing situation in thils vicinity and
cautioned sgalnst the estrblishment of numerous public crossings, as

follows:

The entire crossing situntion in Sants Clars County nlong tho
maln line of Southern Pacific Company southward from San Jose to Gllroy
1s far from 1de2l. In this territory there are numerous so-salled
private crossings which are bocoming public in nature, cnd, in meny
instances, these crossings are but a few hundred feet apart. Xt is
believed thot wmay of these crossings could be eliminated 1f a compre=-
hensive ploan was cvolved under which public crossings could be opened
2t eartain points nnd connccting roads cstablished in the territory on
the opposite side of the track from the mein highway. The Commission
has freoquently announced 1ts policy of kecping the numbor of publle
crossings at a2 minimum conslstent with pudbllic convenlence and necessity,
and 1t, accordingly, will not look with favor on the establishment of 2
mitiplicity of public crossings in this territory, where existing
private crossings arc assuming the anpecect of public crossings for want
of on adequate system of »ublic roads in the districts across the tracks
from the mein highway. It would appesar that the County of Santa Clara
should, therefore, develop & plan for serving thils terrlitory with a
2inimum nuzber of publlc crossings consictent with public needs. On the
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other hond, the railrosd company should be cautloned agalnst pernitving
these numerous private crossings to develoed into semi-pudbllc crossings.

In the light of the nbove; two crossings cannot consistently
be authorized within such a short distance. The,testimony of appll-
cent's witness indlcates that the Mertinvale Rond crossing con be
closed and that the Fltzgerald Road croésing 1s:th@ mnre loglcal loco-
tion for o publlic crossing. The Commission will grant this applicdtion
only on condition that the Martinvale crossing 1is abolished._

The Martiavale crossing 1s now protected by'one Standard No.-
3 wigwag and two second train indicdtors. If the Fitzgerald Road crogs-
ing 1s established a3z a public crossins,yit ghould alse be provided
with signnl protection, and it would nppear.reasondble that 1f the
Martinvele crossing is abollishod, Southern Pacific Coﬁpany éould véry
well be required to bear the expense of wmoving the protection from the :
Mertinvele cros:ing to the new crocsing. In the present order, howevcn,
the Commission will leeve open the apportionment of the cost of'pro;
tection 2nd theredy give the county anéd the rallrocd an’opportunity to
reach sn agreement. Falling to agrec the Commlssion will npporfion

the cost.

Hearing hnving boen held In the nbove cntitled mpplicatioh
and the matter submitted and ready for dcclston, 1t is ordered that
the County of Santsa Clara is authorized construct a public croséing
of éitzgcrald Road with the maln tracks of the Southern Pacific Com-
peny, in ﬁhe vicinity of Coyote Station the locetlion moré“particu-
lorly described in the application and shown on the mep "Exhibit AT
attached thereto, subject to tho following condlitlions:

P Thg above crossing shall bYe Ldentified as Crossing No.
E"' 1.0. . .

2. The crossing shall be constructed of a width of not less
than 2L feot and at an anglc of approximately 90 degree:
to the railrord, with grade of the approach not in execss
of 6 per cent on the westerly side and as light as Is
physically possible on the casterly approach. Construc~ -
tion shall be cqunl or superior to the type shown as
Standard No. 2 in the Commission's General Order No. T2.
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The crcssing shall be protected by fwo Stqndardgﬁo‘ 5 or
Standard Ne, 8 signals  as specifiod in the Commission's
Genoral Order No. 75-B.

The entire expensouof constructing the Crossing exclusive,
of the protection horeln ordered shall be borne by appli-
cant. 'The cost of maintenance of that portion of the.
crossing up to lines 2 feot outslde of tho outside rails
shall be¢ borne by applicant. The cost of maintenanco
botweeon s2ld lines, shall be bornc by Southern Pacific
Company. '

The coat of providing the protecction requircd heroin
shall be bornc in accordance with agreement detween the
partics. Falling to reach such sgroement, the Commis-~.
sion will on request of clther party apportion the cost
of installation and maintenance by further order.

Upon complction of the crossing heroin authorized, the
exlisting crossing of Martinvale Road (Crossing No. E-6Q6)
shall be aboliched and physically closed to publlic use
and travel.

Within thirty drnys after completion pursucnt-to this
order, appllcant shell so advise the Commission in
writing. Thls authorization shall become voild if not
oxerciscd within one year, unless timo be cxtended, or
if above conditlons sre not complied with, Authoriza-
tion may be rovoked or modlifled if public convenlence,
necessity, or snfety so require. ‘

The cffective date of this order shrll be twenty days from

the, d¢atc hereofs




