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Decision No. 41556

SEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

[j r[nﬁ
“:Eullﬂt 'Al

" Application No. 28739

n the Matter of the Application of the
Soard of Supervisors of the County of
Senta Clars, State of California, for an
order of the Publlic Utllitles Commission
authorizing the Applicant to construct a
public highway scross & Rallroad.
(Velley View Drive over Southern Pacific
Compeny's right of way).
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Edwin H. thliams, Asslistant County

- Counsel, Santa Clara County -
R. S. Nyere, Southern Pacific Combany
Rovwert B. Chaﬁdler, In propris persona ‘

OPINION

In this applicatlon the County of Santa Clara requests
authority to constriact a public roal known as Valley View Drive at
grode across the Los Altos Branch of Southern Pacific Company near
Springer Road Station, about 2 miles south of Los Altos.

A public heorirg was held at Scn Jose, April 5 " 1948, at
which time the matter was submitted.

At this voint the rsilroad runs more or less in a northwest
to 2 southeast direction. Fremont Avenue, the pr1n~1pal highway
serv:ng this ares, parallels the railroad immediately to the east.
Valley View Drive begins 8t Fremont Avenue, crosses the railroed at
right anales at a vrivate crossing and eztends approximately one-half
mile to the southrest to Summerhill Road. 'The present application
seeks to open a »ublic crossing at the site or the existing private
erossing. Publlic crossings are now provided at Yagdalen Poad
approximately 1,00 feet to the south, and at Fremont Avénue 1800 feet

‘to North. Border Road, parallel %o and immedlictely west of the’

rallroad, extends for a distance cach side of Valley View Drfve,‘but

not as far as elther of the adjacent croesinge. .
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A witness for the applicant stated that the proposed‘cfoss-
ing would provide access to a new subdivision lying vetween the
reilroed and Summerhill Roed contolning 2l to 30 lots, and that thsrc
are now 12 new houses in this troct. It wes stated that the only
other access to thls traect 15 by means of Summerhill Roed which 1s
rarsllel to the railroad and approximately one-half mile to the west.
Summerhill Road connects on the south to Magdolen Avenue and on the
north ™Mth Suinhill Avenue, which in turn connects with Fremont Avénue.
Thus 1t sppsars that sccess to this tract can be obtained by exiéﬁihg
publlic crossings clthough the route is someﬁhat circuitous.

Witnesses for Southern Pacilice Company in protesfing the
opolicetion steted thot the crossing was unsefe because of the 11%
per cent aporoach grade from Fremont Rocd up to the railrosd track,
snd also beecsuse of the approximctely 8 per cent grade up-hill from

the trecks to Border Roed. It was stated thet very little could be

done to correct this situation without changing the elevation of the

roilroad or of Fromont Road.

The witness for the applicant agreed that the present privete
crossing 1s wmsafe by reoson of 14s narrow width, steep approach
grodes and some obstruction to vision due to secrud oaks. Applicaﬁt
desires to widen and improve the crossing ond remove the scrud Ouks.

It wos further polnted out by Soufhern Pacific Company
witnesses that sccess to a sefer crossing could be gained by extend-
ing Border'Roed ELO feet to the south to meet Megdalen Road whére a |
publlc crossing eclreedy exlsts. It was stated that there were no ob=-
stacles in the pbth of cuch an extension except & small creek that

would have to be crossed by & culvert. A similar oxtenslon %o the

north would comnset Sorder Roeg vigh UNG ITEMONT AVENUE Crossing, but

there 12 n bBuilding Zn the path of sueh an extonajion.
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The roilroed traffic, 1t was tostiflied, consists of a total

of two passenger tralns daily and onc freight train. The speed'ldmits
were steted to Be 35 miles per‘hoﬁr fdr passenger. trains and 30.miles

per hour forvfreight treins. The passenger ;rains moke regulafdstops
ot the Springer Roed Station which 1u 10cated at Magdalen crossing.

Prom the record in thils case, 1@ appears that a crossing at
this location would be unsafe due to the”steep approachwgrade’(llk
per cent) oand that Lt would not be nrocticnble to reduce this grade..
It also appears that agceess to the subdiv*Qion is avwdlable by alter-
nate, although slightly longer routes, ovgp other pudblic crossings.
The most desirable solution to theﬁprobiém“:ouxdgbe the extension of
Border Road both to the north ond thé south along the railroad tracks,
thus connecting Vith the Nagdalen Road crossing .and the Fremont Avenuev
crossing. The extension to the uouth would have:the further benefit
Iof*giving the tract better access to the Springer Road Rallrosd
Statlion, In the event that Border ?oad is extended as suggested the
private crossing at Valley View Drive could be closed.

Review of the record leads us to the concluslon that oublicr
convenience and neceoessity does not requirﬂ a public crossing at this
location. The application should bde dented.
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A public hearing having boen held in the abovdventitled"
application and the matter submitted, /( | |

IT IS EERERY ORDEﬁED that this apblicatidn’be, and the same
18 hereby, denled. . . QZ?

Dated =at .9{z¢> ézlaﬁ@égbt/ ,ﬂCalirorpia, thisvﬂﬁu"

day of )77(4'_41- ’ 19«’-.-8




