SEION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the ﬁatter of the Aprlication of )

PAXERSFIELD & XERN ELECTRIC RAILVAY

COVPANY (a) For authority to divide,)
)

)

eroute and extené Route 5, Flower- )
Niles Strect Bus Lire, into the Application No. 2892¢
Primavera Park Tract. (b) For autho-)
rity to abandon regular service on )
Mt. Vernon avenue tetween Flower and)
Niles Streets. )

lack_and Bianco by D. Bianco, for applicant
Herbert Comeron, for Arvin Line, protestant

In this application Fakersfield & Kern Electric Railway
Company secks authority to make certain changes in its Routé 5,
lower-Niles bus line in the City of Bakersfield and adjacent

territory.

A public hearing was held tefore Examiner Gannon in

Bekersfield on March 23, 194&, at which time the matter was submitted.

The present Route § Flower-Niles bus line begins at the
Santa Fe Station, on "F" Street, thence via "F", 19th and Paker, to
Niles which is the beginning point of a long narrow loop approximately
.3 mile wide and 1.3 miles long. The outbound buses continue north
along Baker to Flower, thence edst along Flower, to Mt. Vernon, and
return via Mt. Vernon to Niles to Raker. The Kern County Geﬁeral
Hospital and the East Bekersfield Hipgh School are located at Mt.

Vernon and Flower.

Lpplicant alleges that traffic in the area has increased
to the point where separate routes arce justified on both Flower and

Wiles. Accordingly, it is proposed to operate the No. 5 line over
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ent route as far as Flower and MNt. Vernonm, and then turn
& new line to be designated No. & will operate over the
ntly certificated route from 19th and "F" via l9th and Raker

» thente zlong Niles to Mt. Vernon. It is proposed to
extend thif ine to serve an area to the east known as Primavera
ark Tracé->by operating one-half milec further cast on Niles to
Catalpa Woy and north to Avenida Escuela, thence to Locust Ravine
and return to Niles Street, The buscs will return to the city via
Niles, Boker and 19th. The present service 2long Mt. Vernon Avenue
between Flower and Niles would be abandoned ¢cxeept for occasionzl

service to serve the East Bakersfield High School.

The Arvin Line operztes o loecal bus routc known as the
Fairfax Rozé line from the Pacific Grevhound Station, at 19th and
"N" Streets, via 19th, Edison Highway, Washington, Potomae, Mt.

on, Lake, Oswell Rozd, Pioneer and Fairfex Road to Red Rank

Lake Street is parallel to, and one-cighth mile south of,
Niles Street. Peczuse of *this close proximity of the Fairfax Road
line on Lake Street to the proposcd extension along Niles Street, the
£rvin Line is protesting the part of the application concerning the
extension. Arvin Line service consists of a one hour peak headway and
onc to two hours off-peak headway. The fare is 10 cents between

Bokersfield and points on Loke Street.

~pplicant introduced testimony showing that the present
loop method of serving Flower and Niles is unsatisfactory. The long
loop requires mony possengers to travel a circuitous route in either
going to or coming from Rakersfield. Furthermore, during the morning

peak periods many potrons ride the outbound buses to the Hospital or

(1) Primavera Park troct is loested northeast of the intersection of
Niles ond Mt. Vernon Avenue. 4
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he High School. Persons residing along Flower Street vho desire to

downtown must board the buses before the Hospital and High School
rssengers have reached theoir destination, and serious ovcrcrowqing
results, the line were split as prorosed, the patrons for fhe
Hospitel ond High School would be discharged on the outbound trip and
the buses would then pick up the Flower Street residents on the way
back to the c¢ity. No protest was made concerning the proposal to

split Route 5 into two lines.

Applicant'es witness stated that the prescent scervice on
Reoute § consists of a l2-minute headway until 7:00 p.m. and 15 minute
service until midnight. It is proposed to ¢percte 24-minute headways
on both Routes 5 and & until 7:C00 p.m. and 30-minute service until
midnight. The fares proposed 2re the present 7¢ fare frem FPakersfield

to Mt. Vernoa avenue and 10¢ to points east of lt. Vernon Avenue.

The opolicant's witnesses testified that the new area to
be served contained 503 houses and an estimated 1760 persens. In
addition, 2 ncw tract known as Hillerest is presently under develop-
ment. This area contained 446 lots and had 41 houses completed or
under construction. However, the lots arec being sold under conditions
that require construction within 1€ months and it was indicated that

the cre2 vould be bullt up rapidly.

an engineer I'or the Commission testified that in the area
vounded »n the south by Niles Strcet on the west by Mt.'Vernon Avenue
on the cast by the Horace Mann Schoo{2>and extending north to the end
development at College Avenuc there were, on Merch 3, 1948, a total
270 dwellings. 1llost of these arc located in the southern portion
the area, the northern section or Hillerest being very sparsely

populated at prescnt.

(2) Horace iann Elementary School is located 2t the intersection
between Niles Street and Catalpa Way.
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Lpproximately 30 witnesses tectified that they lived
2 of Niles Street in the area to be served by the extension. They
testified thaot the proposed extension would be a convenience and
necessity to them. When eross examined they stated that they did
not use the arvin Line service on Loke Street for verious reasons,
omong thom being the fact that the route on Lake Street was too far
cway, that they had to cross Niles Street, 2 very heavily traveled

tnoroughfare, and that the Arvin service was too infrequent.
?

Another witness who represcnted twenty-two teachers at
Horace Mann School stated that the mejority of the teachers lived in
East Bakersfield and thst the extension would be 2 distinet convenience
to them. The Arvin Linc route, she stated, did not pass through East

Bokersficeld and hence could not be utilized by the teachers.

In addition to the residents who lived north of Niles
Strecet, there were approximately 30 persons, practically all house-
wives, who testifled thot they lived in the area south of Niles Street‘
and east of Nt, Verron avenue and they supported the application. On
cross=cxamination most of thom stated that they did not use the service
of Lrvin Line but instend walked comsiderable distances {(often crossing
the Lrvin Line Route on Lzke Street) to Mt. Vernon and Niles where
they could board the buses of the Pakersficld and Kern Electric
Rellway. They did thls in prcference'to using the Arvin Line for

several reasons, onc being that the Arvin Line buses stopped at the

Creyhound Station 2t 16th 2and "N" Street four bloeks from Chester

avenue, the principal business street in Bakersfield. These witnesses
stated the four blocks on 19th Street ran through an undesirable
community. Other objectlions to Arvin Line service included the infre-
quent schedules and lack of transfer privileges. However, these

witnesses admitted that none of them had ever made any complaint to




~rvin Line,

A witrness for the 4Lrvin Line in protesting the eﬁtension
zlong Niles Street stated that Arvin Line provided the crez along
Loke Street with 2ll the scrvice that could be supported and even
then the operation was conducted at a loss, Exhibits were introduced
to show that in September 1947, & new improved schedule provid;ng
for 30-mimute peck service and 60-minute off-peak service was put in
effect., This schedule was operated for six weeks and then withdrawn

0 patronage, and the prescnt schedule of one hour pezk
headway and one or two hour off-ponk service recestablished. The
lmproved service added approximately 31,300 per month to'operéting

expenses but brought in less than §100 per month additianal revenue.

another cxnlblit by the protestant showed the AwnpsT 0f @WDUY EEQIS

avallable at stops 4in the disputed territory onm all trips for four
dav*: in Mareh. Prom this exhibit it is evident that of a total of
104 one~way trips there were scats for all the passengers on lLake
Street on all but 12 trips. On thesc 12 trips the number of standees

varied from 1 to 10 persons.

The Commis u*on s cngineer introduced an exhibit showing
results of an "on and off" check taken on the buses of the arvin
Line's Fairfax Rond Route. It was shown that of ¢ total of 427
passengers carried on a typierl Azy, 5€ ¢r 13.6% were picked up or
discharged in the disputed arcc aleng Loke Street and might be
diverted to the proposcd oxtension on Niles Street. It was stated
that this 13.6% was thoe maximum pessible amcunt of diversion and that

the actual loss would probably be very much less.

From the recerd in this matter it appears that the applica-

tion to eliminzte the locop operaticn of Reoute 5 buses on Flower and
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Yiles and to substitute two routes, with two-way operation on both

s<roets, is justified and should be granted.

AS for the matter of the extension along Iiles Street

cast of It. Vernon Avenue it appears that the Primavora Park Tract
is not being scrved adequately by the Arvin Line. The problem centers
about the effecet the propesed extonsion will have on the Fairfax |
Road Route of the Arvin Line. It appears thet the ILrvin Line is
asreviding all the scrvice the territory south of Niles Street will
support and without any overcrowding of the buses. It also appears
that the residents of the arca south of Niles Street prefer to walk
cornsiderable distances to the existing Flower-Niles bus line at

Mt. Vernon fvenue where they can obiain more frequent scervice and

are spared the necessity of wallking four blecks from the Greyhound

Station to Chester Averue.

It appears thot if all Arvin Line patrons on Loke Street

were diverted, the Fairfex Road rcute would suffer a 13.6% loss but v’

from the testimony of the pudlic witnesses it is our opinioh that the
effect of the Pokersfield & Kern Electric Railway Company competition

alfeady been felt. We are faced with'a situcticon in which one

r appears to be providing a territory with 211 the service the

L will support. Ancther carrier seeks to enter this territory and
this second carrier, because it can ccordinate the preposed extension
with its other routes serving the entire Bakersfield area, is in 2
pesition to offer much more attractive service.: In view of the over-
wielning sentiment of the pudlic witnesses that the Arvin Line Scrvice
dees not meet thelr needs, it zppears that the appliceaticn should be
granted.

ORDER

~pplication as cbeve entitled having been made, the
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Semmission Yeing fully advised and finding that public convenience

end necessity so require,
IT IS HERELY ORDERED

(1) That a certificate of public convenience and neces-
sity is hereby granted to Rakersfield & Kern Electric Railway Company,
cuthorizing the establishment and operation of service as a passenger
stage corporation, as defined in Section 24 of the Pudlic Utilities
het, for the transportcotion of passengers between Fakersfield, East
Bskersfield and Primavera Park Tract cnd intermedlate polnts as an

extension and concolidated wi nrnlicants present operations.

(2) That in providing service pursuant to the certificate
herein granted, appliccnt shall comply with and observe the following

service regulations:

a. A&pplicent shall file o written acceptance of
the certificate herein granted within a perioed
of not ta exceed 30 dcys from the effective date
hereof.

Within 60 days from the effectlve date hereof
and on rot less than 5 days’ notice to the
Commission and the pubtlic, applicent shall
estahlish the service herein authorized and
comply with the provisions of General Order

No. 70 and Part IV of Ceneral Order No. 93-4,
by filing in tripliccte =nd corncurrently mﬂVing
effeoetive, appropriate tariffs and time tables.

Subjiset to the guthority of this Commissien to
change or modify it by fSorsher order, applicant
shall conducet opcerations pursu nt to the certifi-
cate lierein granted over and along the following
rovte: .

Routa: 5

Beginning at the Santa Fe Rallread Statlon, thence
north on "F" Strect to 19th Strest, casterly on
19th Strect to Raeker Street, northerly on Eaker
Street to Flower Street, codterly on Flower Street
to Mt. Vernon Avenue - the end of the line. The
return routc will be the reverse of the cbove.
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Route 8

Beginning at the intersection of 19th and "F©
Streets, thence easterly on 19th Street to
Baker Street, northerly on Baker Street to
Niles Street, casterly on Niles Strect to
Catalpa Vay; northerly on Catalpa Way to
Avenida Escuela, westerly on ALvenida Escuela
to Locust Ravine, southerly on Locust Ravine
to Niles Strect and thence via Niles, Baker
and 19th Streets to the point of beginning.

Regular service on Mt. Vernon Avenue between Flower
and Niles Streets will be abandoned Mut may be
used for school trips operating to and from East
Bakersfield High School.

A fare zone point will be established on Route
8§ at Niles Street and Mt. Vernon Avenue. The
fare from Bakersficld to points east of the
fare zone point will be 1l0¢.
The effective date of this order shall be 20 days f{rom

the date hereof.

Dated at Aﬂé;g,f;%ézxc&xcadf', California, this___ // =
day of :%§of, , 1948.




