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LAFORL TdE PUBLIC UTILITIES COLMISSION OF IHE STATE CF CALIFORNIA

In tie Matter of the Application of )

the Cliy of Riverside, a municipal )

cornoration, for an order directing )

the phiysical opening of a crossing )

at grade of Finth Street over the ) Application No, 28542

tracics »f tihe Los Anpeles and Salt )

Loke Rotlrnad Company and its lessee,)
lroad Commany, )

in the City of Riverside, Riverside )

County, Californla. )

Uipuel Zstudille, CLoy Attorney, for applicant.
. E. Bennett, fleneral Sollcitor, Unlon Paclfic
Railrood Commany, interested narty.

Applicant requescs authority to reopen the crossing, at

rade

, 07 tiie tracks of the Union Pacific Rallroad Company and Ninth

Street, in the City of Riverside (Crossing No. 5-57-4).
A publlc heearing was held at Riverside, before Examiner
Syphers, on February 4, 1948, at wihleh vime the matter was submitted.

It ig now ready for decislon.

The crossing under consideration has been in oxistence,

aad onen, Ifor many years prior to 1745. However, on February 2 of
(1) '

that pear this Commisslon igsued | order avtnorizing, among

otner thlnzs, the closing of this Kinth Street erossing. Thls order

was hased upon taen exlsting war conditions, including movements of

(1) Decision No. 36143, dated redruary 2, 1043, on Application
No. 281e9. '




A. 28542 - FT - KC (Corr. 1)

troops and defernse materials over the railroad.

Various businessmen testifled that the reopenling of the
erossing would be advantageous to them, relleving traffic congeﬁ-
tion and oproviding more direct means of egress and ingress to thelr
places of business. Also, various officlals of the City of River-
side testified to the same effect.

There was testimony presented by the Fire Marshall aﬁd-
by a Councilmen of the Clty of Riverside, to the effect that the
reopening of the crossing is desiroble from & sofety standpoint In-
gsmuch 25 the Mro departmont vehicles would use Ninth Street.
Furthermore, an important flre hwdrant 1s loented on the southweét
corner of Winth and Vine Strecte, access to which 1s hindered by the
barrlicades now closing the crossing.

A record of the grade croscing aceldonts In Riverside
stnee 1940 chowed onc accident on Mareh 2, 1942, at the crossing
herein being considered. This accident was a colllsion botween &
rallroad troin sné o possenger automoblle and rosulted in a fatel
injury. |

Sxnidits 4.to 9, inclusive, aro photographs of the gradéy
erossing. ZExhibit 10 shows the number of freight and passeﬁger
train movements, except light oagline ond switchling movements, &across

thia crossing during o reprosentative month, the totnls of which
tre as follows:

Westbhound - Eastbound
Foeloht Passonmer Froleht: Passenger
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Exhibit 11 scte out 295 as the numdor of all-train moveménts in both

dircetlions for o representative pcridd, from January 23 to Februery 1,
19L8. |




At the intersecti&n hercin under conslderation, the trecks
northerly and southorly direction while Ninth Street crosses
gasterly and westerly dairectlon. Due to existing buildings
aarthwest anc northeast corners, and due to the diagonal direc-
tion at whica the traeks 28 the streoet, the visibility at the
croseiny s somewnnt Ilmongired., Exhibit 13 shows that, at a noint in
the eender of Ninsh Stroet and 100 feet westerly of the crossing,
there s an unobstructcd view along the rallread tracis for 300 feet
to the souti, but lor only 1o feet to tae north. Also, this exhidit
shows tal, at o polpt In the center of Ninth Straoet and 100 eet
casterly of tho crossing, tuore is an unodbsiructed vie W alon~ *he
rallroad traciis or 1056 f¢ tn the south and but 4% feet to the

north.

N

In tnc Lignt of this cvidence we are not disposed to auth~

orize tue reopen;ng of the crossing., There are means of IV DQ

tiio business Louses in thoe areca In that Eigghth and Tentih Streots
O cross the tracks. Likewlize, the fire devartment venlclos ean
2@ do now use theze treets, according to the testimony presented.
Bxhibit 12 ¥ hnat, when so-called eastbound trains are
in the Riverside Station, they stop so as %o loave Seventa Street‘
open but extend back across Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth Streets. The

sc=called wostbound troins stop so as to leave Eighth Strecet onen
back ecross Seventh Strest. Thus, there are always open
vieinlty of tiie Ninth Street crosszing.
aue to the existence of other crossings\which
physlcol conditions in ceonnection with the

treet creossing, we ccnclude that Lt would not be. in the publie




interest to roopen the Ninth Street crossing.

The application will be denied without prejudice.

N

A public hearing having been held in the above-entitled:
proceecdinge and the Commiscion belng fully advised, |

L5 ORDLRED that the application of the City of Riverside
for an order authorizing the reopening of a crossing, at grede, ol
the tracks of the Unlon Pacific Railroad Company and Ninth Street,
in the Clty of Riverside, be, and 1t hereby 1s, denied.

The effective date of thils order shall be twenty (20)

days Irom the date hercof. ' ‘
ﬂ*na at 4¢£i 2;% nuleald California, this v’

, 1948.
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