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Decision No ~ ..;;4;.;;,;;.1;;.,6,;;,,9,;;;..;...1.0...-_ . 
:SZFO?J:~EE PUELIC 'CTILI~IES COMMISSION O:E' TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In tho Mo.tter of the Comm1s~~"On! s ). 
!~vest1eation concerning Gr~e ) 
~~otG1nes within the City o~ Mor~on ) 
:111. Ctl.li fo:rn1a.. ) 

caSEl No. 4893 

• 

R. s. ~::a:?S. for Southern Pa.eific CO::lpallY 
E:.AROLD HOL:O:::~, C1 ty At torney, Morgo.n Rill 

Q!llilQl 

The Co~ission institut~d this investic~tion for the purpose of determin-

ing what protection and improvements are required at the five grade crossings over . 
the trn.cks of Southern Po.ci:fic Compt:l.::y within the City of 1I:or;.;0. ... Hill, and' whether' 

two of said Cl'ozsings should 'be ,r.ysico.lly closed. The crossings referred to a.s 

listed and Goncrol11 described in the Co~issionts order of investigation are as 

follows: 

. DistD.nee . AJ?pro~. : . . 
b()twoon :Existine Width of : Approx. · · Cr03:".- ~iumber Protec- : Croso.:- . Angle · . · 

'- Cro::::::ins ines of t10n ing' :.,' of : 
Cr!2~tl1nlS: N\lr.'l1~c,!" ~Mi1~sl Track§ ( Sie:.'!1Sl ,·Feet-c' -:;, C:t!2 !l§·1nll:: 

Central Avenuo :5:-70.4 1 1 #1 12 84° 
0.2 

8So Y.ain Avonue :'-70.6 2 1 #1 20 
0.4-

8So 
~ DiN1A Avenue :8-71.0 :3 1 .+,101 12 

0.1 
:!:\::.:me' Avenuo !-71.1 2 1 #-1 16 760 

0.4 
Sn.n Pedro Avenue !-71.5 :3 2 *1 lS 760 

T-b.e Co~mis:ionls order required Southern P~cific and tho City of Morgan 

Hill to show en.use why tho crocsines at Centrn.1 Avenue and Dio.na Avenue should not 

be permanently closed. The ordor recited also t~t tho Commission would inquire 

whether Dl:n::.e Avenue and ~~in Avenuo should 'be improved a.nd ll.pprOpriate automatic 

sign~l protection dev1ces inst~11od. Tho inquiry as to the San Pedro Avenue cross-

ing related to its improvemont and tho inct~11a.tion of automatic signals as hereto-
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fore re~U1red by the Commission in ito Decision No. ;6057 inA~p11cation No. 25412. 

A ~ublic hearing was hold in this matter, br1c~s have been filed, the 

~atter submitted, and it 10 now ready for d~ter~1nat1on. 

The City of Morga.n Hill is located on the m!dn coast line of Southern 

PaCific Co~ about 20 miles south of San Jose, in Santa Clara County. The 

tracks of tho railroad ~aoo through Morgan Hill in a general northerly 'and southerl~' 

direction for a. distanco of about l-1/4 milos. The city occupies areas on both 

sides of the ra.ilroad. ~ho buoiness area is almost entirely to the west of the 

ra~lroad. whilo residents 3rC located both east and west of the railroad. Tho 

tl.rell. to the east is a.lso devotod to tJ.ericulturtl.l purS'l1its. About one block west 

of t~c railroad and ap~roxi~~tol~ po.rollel thoreto is the main business street of 

Morg~~ Hill, which is on the route of U.S. Hiehway 101 between San Francisco and 

Los Angelec. 

Within the city thero arc no north ~d south connecting streets east of 

the ro.llroa.d I;!xco~t 0. short unimprovod dcdico.tcd street betweon Dio.na AvctJ.ue and 

Dunno Av~nue. and an improvod stroet botw~on Xunno Avenue and san Padro Avenue 

(~ilroad Avonue). 

properlY protoct these cX'ossincs. automatic sienals should bo installed at the Main 

Av~nuo crossinc and tho Du~~e Avenue crocsine. nnd thnt the crossings o£,Centr~l 

Avenue and Di~~ Avenue should be closed to public use and t~vol. This t in his 

opinion, wo\lld give ml:!':fic~.cnt o.nd rea.so!'Ulbly sate cro::;:oines :for tho rosidents 0'£ 

the ~No.. :Before this couj.d be roo.lizod, howevor, it would bo nocessa.ry to con-
'. 

str.lct 0. con."'lccting street bet\.,.cen Ce~tr~ Avenue o.nd 1I1D.1n Avenue, o.:ld also betwoen 

~i~~ Avenue and ~~no Avenue cnet of tho ra.11ro~d. ~he con.~oet1ons s~gosted by 

tho Co~~1$$1ont$ engineor ~re 0. p~t of ~ tentative futuro streot plan developed by 

the City Eneineer of Mort;{\n Hill, 0.0 sb.own in deto.il on tho l\l.."I.p mo.rked Zxh1 b1 t No,. :3 

in t~s proceeding. Exhibit 1';0. 14, eonsistine of nvc maps,' shows tho physical 

chAr~cter1st1cs surrou.~ding oa.c~ of the fivo crossings. 

Considorablo opposition woos rrtiood to the clos1ne of Din.nn. Avenue, po.rti-

~lnrly by.pooplo living east of the r~ilro~d. both insido ~d outsido tho City, 

on the ground: th~t DinnA Avonue i: o.n old ostablishod crossing ~d providos for 
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tbem a ~irect connoction with tbo businoss oro~. 

It should bo pOintod out t~t bot~eon the railro~d ~nd tho mAin busi~eas 

stroet tho Mor~n Hill elomontary school is located on both sidos of Dinna Avenue. 

~nd duri~ school hours this portion of Di~~ AVonue is barricaded to provent its. 

ute bY' voh1el'cs; therofore"~ll tro.:f':f'1c using D1a.~ Avenuo :t'rom tho onst Im.l.st, a.:f'toX' 

crozo1ng t:.o r~11roo.d. divorge either southorly to Dur.ne Avonuo or northerly to one 

of tho chort intorvoning stroots betwocn Dunr.e Avonue ~~d Mnin Avonuo. 

The record sho,",s t:.o.t CcntrD.l Avenue wost of the r~1lro~d serves nlmost 

entirely smnll fruit crowing :f'~rms, and thAt littlo usc is mAdo of,tho Cent~l 

Avo~ue cross1ng to rOtl.ch the Stato H1e;h.·..ro.y tmd t:o.c business C01'l.ter'. In ordor to 

clici~te this crOSSing, a road w~Uld ~vo to bo constructed through private prc-

perty to ~ connection with ~nin Avonue. Tho oxpenso would bo l~go considering tho 

smD.1l ~ount of tr~!f1c involv¢d. 

~1n Avenuo, the next street south of Contral Avonuo t carries about twenty 

vehiclos per hour durinG tho dayliCht hours over its cros~ing with the railroad. If 

tho Centr~l Avenuo tr~ffic wore divorted to M~in Avenuo, tho inere~so in tr~frie 

wculd h~rdlY be notieeaOlo. 

Srul Pedro Avenue 1$ crossed by one ~1:l lino trn.ckt ono siding, and one 

s~ur tr~ck. The s:!'ur trn,ck was o.uthorizod. in 1942 by Decisicn No. ;6057, in· Appli

c~tion No. 25412. Tbnt decision requirod Southern P~ci!ic Comp~ to'protoct tho 

mai:l line track by the instoll~tio~ of nutomntic siennls wh~n mAtori31s bocnmo , 

av~11able. Such s1~ls ~d not been installod at t:o.o time of tho honril~ in this 

~~ttcr. nlthcugh tosti~o~ indic~tod t~t negotiations woro 1~ procross betwoen tho 

ro.1lrcn.d and the city ''lith res,oct to t.b.o 1::.stall,at1on of 'cU:rtcrent typo 01' signnls 

thnn those nuthorized. by Decision Ne. ;6057. Recently tho city ~s 1mprovod.~ 

Pedro Avenuo between the CroGC1~G ~~d U.S. nibh~ 101. This section of tho streot 

is now ~bout 30 foot wide, ~horeo.s tho cross1~ 1tself is only 14 foot wide. 

Tho City of Moren..."l. Hill h..'\~ not yot tllkon steps tc procoed with 'the plo.n 

dcvclcpod by 1ts engineer in lo.yil'lC out new stroets thnt will connect the several 

eMt-wost streets which cross the railrc~d, ~ho testimcl:lY givon by its o:"..gincor 

indic~tc5 t~c ontiro stroet developmont pl~ would. coat ~ much greator amount than 

the city is now ~blo to bo~r, And thAt certain'of the l~ds roquired for tho new 
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atreetc could not bo ooeured without rocortto cOlldomxw.t1on procoedings •. 

Our conclucions as to the action whien ~ppropriately $~oUl~,be taken at 

this time with respect to o~eh of the crossings involved are as·follows: 

1. Cer.tral Avenue ::I,'l'\d i,~ain Avermft 

. 
The Central Avenue croscing is now unimproved a.nd is v.ery light~ '0.8&4 •. 

Alt!:J.ou,ch a closing of this crossi!'l~ would be highly ·desira.blo, it would be necessa.~ 

to construct a. now streot 'between Centr~ Avenuo and Ma.int Avonuo if existing ueers· 

of tho crossing arc to have cont1!lucd access 'to tho highway wost of-the ra.ilroa.d:, 

It ap~ea.rs that the expense i~volved in the laying out of such 0. connocting'streot. 

would not be justified at the prosont time. It a.ppears nlso thatullt1l such time 

a.s a. connect ion co.n be ma.de betwoen CentroJ. Avenue and i'lain,; Aven'l.o t thus addi:og to 

the tro.ff1c over th.e M:l.in" AVO:lUC crossing, wo. would not be jU'st1:'1ed in d1rect:ing 

the tcprovemont of the l~tter crossing nnd tho 1nstallation of automatic si~ls. 

The elosing of tho DiarA Avonue eross1~e would nloo necesGit~tQ the laying 

ou.t of a. ctroet CMt of tho rll.llroo.d to conneet D1nno. Av€!nuo tlnd DIl."U10 Avenuo; Tho 

Cocmission is of the opinion t~t tho construction 0:' such a connocting stroet 

should be undertaken promptly ~nd the D1nnn Avon~e ero~sing thon be closed. The 

u~ofulness o~ this croasine today is considornbly reduced.by the f~et that during 

school hours ~inn~ Avenuo is closed where it passos through tho scheol grounds, and 

it is not improb~ble t~t tho future n~ods of tho school may compel tho permanent 

closing of this portion of Di~~n Ave~ue. The ac~u.isition of 0. streot to connect 

D1~ Avenuo with Dunne Av~nuo o~st of tho railroad would afford all users of the 

Di~ crossing roa.so~~bly ndeq~~te crossing facil~tiest nnd with the installation 

of ~utomatic protoctivQ oi~~s ~t tho Dunne Avenuo cros~1ne, all vehicles would be 

~!fordod n safor creasing. Distinet ~cnefits would thereby accrue to both t~ cit~ 

o.nd to Southern P~cif1c Com~. 

AlthOugh our ordor in this proeeeding will not at this t1m~ direct the 

closing of Di~ Avenue ~nd the i~st~llation of s1~1 protoction ~t ~o Avonuo, 

we will by pormissive ordor nuthorize those eh~nsos to bo m~do in the oxpoct~t1on. 

t~~t tho City of Morgnn Hill will procood ,romptly With its goneral plcn to layout 

n eo~oet1ng street so ns to route t~~ t~~f!1c along D1~ Avonue Q~cr the Dunno 
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Avenue crossing. 

;. &:n Pedro Avcnu.o 

No ordor with rospoct to the 1mprovom~nt of San Pedro Avonuo appears to 

~c nccooo~' ~t tho prooont time. Southern Pacific Compnny W~G roquirod by 

Decision ~ro* 36057 to it.l:itoll t\.utooo.tic sienaJ,s and to improve the grMElS at 

this cressing. It will ~El expoctod to eomply with tho provisions of that decision. 

T~o Comoisoion doce not considor it ~ppropriate to approv~ the ~ocial agrooment 

botween Southorn Pacific CQmp~ ~d tho City of Morgan Rill with rospect to the 

tyye of 1cprovomonts to be mndo ~t this crossinc and tho ~s~t1on by tho city 

of p~t of the ~~cnoc incident to ouch improvomonts. 

Should tho city bc~ ~ p~rt of the expanso involved in the 1mprovemont 

:loud :protection of tho Sa.n Pedro Avol~uc croatine, o.:ld sho\lld furthorprocoodires 

be had to dovelop a finnl proerom for either tho closing or improvement of tho 

soveral crossings horo involvod, tho Co~iGs1on 1n allo~~ting costs can take into 

cO~$idcr~tion the fi~nci~~ burdons ~ct~ly incurrod ~nd tho ~oncf1ts derived 

fro~ tho entiro i~prcvc~o~t pro~~. 

A public h~~ri~G ~~~1n~ been hold nnd tho ~~ttor being undo~ ouomis~ion; 

IT IS ~BY O:RDEFllD thl\t C1.utherity is hereby grru:.ted' to Southern 

?~cif1o Compn.~ :l.nd the Ci t1 01' l';orgo.n Eill to 010 sO th~ Dio.."U\ ,,\vcn'llo crossing . 

.... ·hcn e. p:-opcr strec t CO:.lloction is built CC1.st of. the ro.ilroo.d between D1a.no. 

Avonue and Du.n."'lO Avenue, M tho loc~tion substo.nt1o.ll,y o.s shown on :Exhibit l~o. ). 

and to install and opcr~tc two No. 8 flo.~h1ng light sieno.ls o.t tho Dur~o Avonue 

crossing. The e~~cnso of these dcvclo,~cnts should bo diVided ~s follows: 

City of Morg:l.n £111 o~~ll bco.~ the coot of constructing ~nd 
~1nto.ining the c:en.'10cti~ street betwoon DianA Avenuo o.nd. 
Dunno Avcnuo. 

Sou thorn ~cific CompanJ" shall bear the expense of insto.11ing two 
No. 8 i'lo.shing light si~c.1G o.t the Dunno Avenu.o crossing,. and their 
mo.intentl.nce thoreo.ftcr. Sou thorn Pacific COl:lPn:lY sho.ll bco.r tho 
c~cns~ of offoe~1voly o~rioo.dine tho Diana Avo~uc cro~s1n6. 
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Within thirty d.:lyc a:f'tor complotion purSUNlt to this ardor respondents 

shall so ~dvisc tho Comcission in writing.. ~h1s authcrization shall bocome void 

1:f' not o~orciccd within one yoor unloss time bo extendod or i:f' abovo conditions 

a.re not compliod with. 

~ho effectivo dato of this ordor shall bo twenty (20) days :f'rom the ~te 

horeof. /{ . 
.Da. t cd £I. t _.,.;;.....<~.:..:::. . ..'1,;.;' ,..:&-:.::-_~..;./.:;..A,;.:::;;.:;;{24.(..;:;:;;,:;;:::.':...;~:;::;.;:=:.-__ • Cnl:i. fornif.',. this 

of __ (h ..... 1 ,Q(,,6t16&< ............ __ , 19l.f8. 
(i 
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