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Decision "Nof. 41691
BIFCRE TEE PUILIC UTILI&IES COMMI SSION OF THE STATE OF CAIIFORNIA
In tho Matter of the Commiszion's

)
lavestigation concerning Gride )
Svossings within the City of Morgan g Case No. 4893 |

- ORIGINAL

R. 5. MYERS, for Southera Pacific Company
HAROLD HOLIDESN, City Attormcy, Morgon Eill

CRPINIOX
The Commission instituted this investigation for the purpose of determin-
ing what protection and improvements are roquired at tho five grade crossings over
the tracks of Southern Pacific Company within the Clty of Morgan Hill, and whother:
two of said crossings shouwld be physically closed. The croscings referred to as -
listed and goncrally described in the Commission's order of investigation are as

follows:

Distance :
votwoen
Crosom
ings
Croscine : i (Miles

¢ Approx, :
Existing ¢ Width of : Approx. :
Protec~ ¢ Cross- Angle ¢
tion : ing ' : “of
Sipns) ¢ (Feet)— = Crogsins:

Central Aveauc E-70.4 1 #l 12 8L
¥ain Avonue =-70.6 1 4 20 85°
-ibiana Avenue 71,0 o4 141 12 850:
Dumne Avonuo 71,1 o 141 16 , .769
| San Pedro Avemie  E-71.5 o 2 % a3 760

The Commission's order required Southern Pacific and the City of Morgan
Elll to show couse why tho crossings at Contral Avenuc and Diona Avenue should not
be‘permanently closed. The order recited also that the Commission weuld iﬁquife
whether Dunne Avenve and Main Avenvwo should be improved and aﬁprOpriatc automatic'
signal protection deviees installed. The inquiry as to the San Pedro Avemuo cfoss—
ing related to its improvemeat and the 1nstailation of automatic signalé as‘hefetd-
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fore regquired by the Commissior in its Decision No. 36057 in Application No. 25412,

A pudlic hearing was hold in this matter, briels have been £iled, the
natter submitted, and it 1g new ready for determination.

Th@ City of Morgan Hill is located on the maln coast line of Southérn‘
Pacific Company about 20 miles south of Sar Jose, in Santa Clara County. The
tracks of the railroad pass through Morgan Hill in a general northarly‘aﬁd southerly”
direction for a distance of about l-1/4 miles. The city occupies areas on both
sides of the railroad. The Buginess area ls almost entirely to the‘west of the
railroad, while residents are located both east and west of the railrbad. The
area to the east 1s also devotoed to agricultural pursults. About one Block wes#
of the railroad and aporoximately parallel thereto is th; main Business street of
MNorgan Hill, which ig on the route of U.S. Highway 101 betweon San Francisco and
Los Angeles.

Within the city therc arc no morth and south connccting streets east of

the railroad excopt o short wnimproved dedicated strect detweon Diana Aveaue and

unnoe Avenue, and an improvod stroat botwoon Dunne Avenue and San Podro Avenue
(Railread Averme).

The Commission's engincer pro&ucé& testimony indicating thaet in order to
properly pr;:toct these crossings, antomatic signals should bo installed at the Main
Avenue erossing and the Dumme Avomvo crossing, and that the crocsings of .Contral
Avenue and Diana Avenue should be closcd to public use and travel. Ihis, .1:1 his
opinion, weould give sufficlent apd reasonadbly safe crogsings for the rcsidenﬁs of
the arca,. Beforc this could o realized, however, it would Yo necessary te cdn—
struct & conncetirng strect between Central Averue and Main Avenue, and also 5ctween
Diana Avenue and Dunne Avenue cast of the railread. The connections cuggested by
the Commiscion's engincor arc a part of a tentative futuro streot plan developed by
the City Engincer of Morgan Hill, ac shown in dctall on the map marked Exhibiﬁ'Nou'j
in this proceccding., Exkidbit No. 14, consisting of five maps, showé the physicai
characteristics surrounding oach of the fivo erossings.

Considorablo opposition was ralsod to the closing of Diann Avenue, parti-
cularly by people living cast of the railread, bYoth inside and outsido the city,
oa the grounds that Diana Avenue is an old ostablishod crossing and providos for-
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them o direct connoction with the dusiness arﬁa.

It should be pointod out that botweon the railrond and tho madn business
stroct tho Morgan Hill elementary school is located oﬁ both sides of Diena Avenue,
and during scheol hours this portibn of Diana Avenue is baffiéadod to provent its.

use by vohieles; therefore, all traffic using Diana Averue from‘tho cast mast, aftor

crossing the rallroad, diverge eithor southerly to Dunnc Avenuve or northerly to one
of the short intorvoning stroots betwoen Dunne Avenwe and Mdin Avonue.

The record shows that Central Avenue west of the railroad sorves almost
entircely small frult growing farms, and that 11ttle wso is made of the Central
Avenue erossing to reach the State BElghway and tac business conter. In order to
climiante this creossing, a road would have to bo constructed ihrough private pfc-
peorty to a conncetion with ¥ain Avonue., The oxpenso would be largé conéidcring the
spall amount of traffic lavelved.

Madn Avenue, the next street south of Contral Avenus, carriees about tﬁenxy

vehicles per howr during tho daylight hours over dts crossing Qith the railroad. If

the Central Avenue traffic were divorted te Main Avemue, tho inerease in traffic
weuld hardly be noticeablo.

San Pedre Avenue is erosscd by onc maia line track, one siding, and one
spur track., The spur trock was authorized in 1942 by Decisicn No. 36057, in- Appli-
cation No. 25412, That dceision requirod Southorn Pacific Company to'pfotoct tho
mala linc track By the installation of automatic signala whon matoria;a boéamo
available. Such signals had not been installod at the timo of the hcaring‘iﬁ this
matter, alibeugh tostimony indlcated that ncgotiations were in progress dbetwoen tho
railread and the city with rospoct %¢ tao installation of different typo cf signals -
than those authorized by Decision Ne. 36057. Recently *he city has 1ﬁproved‘8nn
Pedre Aveonwe betweon the ercssing and U,S. Rigaway 101, This section‘of the stroet
is now about 30 foet wide, whercas tho crossing itself is only 14 fect wide.

The City of Morgan Hill has not yot takon steps te proceed with“fhe plazn -
develeped by its cnginecr in laying out new strects that will conncct the soveral
east=west stroets which cross the rallrcad. The testimeny givon by its oxnglineor -
indicates the ontire stroet develepment plan would cost & much greater amount than

the city is now abdble to bear, and that certain of the lauds roqui:ed for the new
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strects could not b0 socured without resort to condemnation proceedings.
OQur conclusions as to the action which appropriatély»ahoul@~be taken at
this time with respect to each of the crossings involved are as follows:

1. Centra) Avenue and Main Ave

The Central Averue cros;iné is now uﬁiﬁprdéed and 1sﬂvery llghtly‘ﬁaod..
Alth&ugh a closing of chié crossi;g would be highly'desirab;e. it wou#d~be necessary
to comstruct a now strect between Contral Avermuc and Maini Avenuo if‘éx;sting ugers»‘
of the crossing are to have continucd access to the highway west of-t£e railroad;

It appears that the expense iuvolved in the laying out of such o connecting streot.

would not be Justifiod at tae pr&sont time, It appears also that_uhtil suéh timo

as a c¢onncction can bBe made betwoen Central Ayénue and Maihu.Aweﬁue, #hua adding t§

the traffilc over the Main. Avenuc crossing, wo'would not be Justifiéd in direqt;ng

the loprovemont of the lattor crossing and the installation of autom#t;c sigaals,
2. DQinna Avenue Crossine |

The clocing of the Diana Avenue ¢rossing would_also necessifdﬁe‘the‘laying
out of & stroet east of the railroad to comnect Diana Avenue and Duane Avemuc: Tho
Commission is of tﬁe opinion that tho construction of such a conneceting stroot
should be undertalken promptly and the Diana Avenae crossi:ig then be closed. The
usofuleess of this erossing today is conQidorably reduced by the fact that during
schocl hours Diana Avenuc is closed whero it passos through the scheol grounds, and
it 1s not improbable that the future needs of the school may compel the permanent
closing of this portion of Diana Avemue, The acquisition of a streot to cénnect
Dinne Averme with Dunne Avonue oast of the rallroad would afford all users of the
Diona crossing roasonably adogquate crossing facllities, and with the 1nstallatibn_
of automatic protoctive signals ot the Dunne Aveanue crossing;.all vehicles would be

vatfordcd o safor eressing. Distinet benefits would theredy accrue to bﬁth th@vcity”
and to Southern Pacific Company. /

Although our ordor ir this procceding will zot at this time dircet the
closing of Diana Avenue and the installaticon of signal yrotoctién at Dunne Avonue,
we will Dy ponmissive order authorize thosc changes to be made in the oxpocfafionx
that the City of Morgan Eill will procced nrommtly with its goncral plan to lay out
o ceanceting strcet so as to route the traffic aleng Diana Avonue over the Dunno
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Avenue crossing.
3. Sen Podro Avenue

Yo ordor with respoct to the improvement of Son Pedro Avemue appears to
be necescory at the prosont time.  Seuthern Pacific Company was required by
Docicsion ¥o. 36057 te imstall automatic signals and to improve the grades at
this cressing. It willvbe expoctod to comply with the provisions of that decision.‘
720 Commissicn does not comsider it apprOpriate‘to approvo the spocial agrooment
botween Southera Pacific Company and the City of Morgan EHill with respect fo the‘
type of improvements to be made at thls cressing and tho assumptlion by the city
of part of the oxpease ineidont te sueh improvbments.‘

Should the city bear a part of the eipense involved in the improvoment
and protocticn of tho Son Pedre Avenue ercssing, aad should furthor procecdings
be had to develep a final program for eltnor the clesing or improvement of the
soveral crogsings hore lavelved, the Commission in allocating costs can take into
consideration the finnnelzl dburdons actually incurrod and the donefits derived

from the ontire imprevement progranm,

QRDER

4 publie hearirng having becn hold and the matter being under eﬁbmission;‘ ‘,

IT IS ZZREBY ORDEZRED thnt autherity is hereby granted' to Southern
Pacific Company and the City of Morgon ELll to closc the Diaun Avenue crossing.
when 2 propér strect coznecetion is built cast of the railroad bétwcen Diana
Avomue and Dunne Avenue, at tho locaticn substantially as shown on Exhibit No.‘B,
and tc install and operate two Ho., 8 flasning light sigmals 2t the Dunne Avenue
crossing. The expenso of these develowpments should bo divided as follows:

City of Morgan Eill chall bear the cost cf comstructing and

maintaining the cennceting street betwoon Diana Avenue and

Dunne Averue.

Southorn Pacific Company sball boar the expensc of installing two

No. 8 flashing light signals ot tho Dunne Avonuo crossing,. and their

maintenance thereaftor, Southern Pacific Company shall bear the
expense of offoctively barricading the Diana Averue crossing.
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Within thirty days aftor complction pursuant t¢ this order respondents
skall so advise tho Commission in writing. This authorization shall beceme void
if not oxecreised within eno year unless timo bo extended or if above conditions

are not complied with,

Tho offective dato of this order shall be twenty (20) doys from the date

7

horeof. ‘, ) . 2{

/ ;
Dated at _ 2. » Californin, this g —_ day

@MK&'
7

Conrd ssioners: -




