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EFo-"u, THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CORMISSION OF THE STATE va'-CAL’I’FORNiA :

}Debision‘No;

In ,hc Matter of the nppllcatlon of |
DAVID BLACK and @ S T
. . _BERNARDBLACK " - Application No. 29223 -
. for Certificzte of Publzc Convenznﬂce o S
and uece"*;ty o .

Bohnett 11*, Cottrell & Bonnett by
L. D. 3ok nevt, for Applicants; = -
J. E. Pccrnam, Tor Almaden Inprovemcnt
Club: Mrs. R. .. Alameda, for ilmaden ' .

- water Users'. nosoc1ation Albert Athenour,
for Almzden Union School Roard- ?rneat J.
Lata*cnm for alu waden Grange.

CRIYIQE

| In thxg abpﬁmcat*on D¢v1d Black and Bernard B ack OWRers .
of a water syotem serv .g the v1llapc of Alwadcn and v;czn;ty 1n
: ara Pounty dsk nlo Comam smon 112 1ssue ;ts ordcr r-mn lng
't“em - ccrtzfmﬂate u“at publzc convew*ence and necess;ty recumre thcm
 69§ te ae a ouol*c utmlzty servi ng water in the are¢ 1dcntlf1ed
”Hfhlbit A a tached o the appalca ion. This area may be- descrlbed N |
', aoproxrmaue termo as g otrin of land ran 51ng ’rom onc to two mllcs i “'
w;dth eytend*rp from Almaden Res ervozr ng on t e ;outh to: granham
 ; Lane on th e “o*th =1 d*stance of about c;«nt ﬂ1¢e,, 3101" nd on oouh :
ff'vzdoa of Alam:.too Road and Almadcn Road Thc applmcatlon ,tateu that
the only Nater at pres ent dvaﬂ;uolc T0 householdere wmthln thms torrl-;
itory, except for a few wella, is curreﬁtlf supolicd by applzcﬁﬁts.
The applmcutlo 'doce 0T con*d*n an; cnedule of ravcu propoaed to be

"“',charped for water e*vzcc.

A publlc hcar*ng Wdo hcld on thi 'appliéatiqn in Almaden”

: “‘_oeforc COJ.lSinﬁer hulg.z




- A-29223 - Cor. @)

The water properties o “Q-Qud oyer ted Yy apolicant con~
‘ o . o S . o
sist ot an undernround intake with cn,o.m. T r on A;'m'too Creek at a

J‘

po‘nt called T oveﬁy G en, lo#a ed about a m;le soutEWQ3t~or upstreamu‘

fron Almaden ?eoe vomr Dar:, and acc0“a‘ﬁg~ro un,apnrézual subm; ed"
by“aﬁol;cant an aﬁoregate of dbOUv fcur‘m;; os of pmpe rung;ng from
RO LﬂCnQS .t “nches *n aiametcrlke;weén uhe int ake-and the~1n-v‘
erséézibn ‘f'Aludden “oud and uertrqm.pVﬁn¢e. 499 1c«ntu lﬁdmc
.ey”arc.cﬁrfently'su‘ lying about 75 cugﬁon ers in nimuden Vlllave.
The rem“mﬁd of tEe‘are for xb_cr a cery 1‘1cutr is 'ought is ~rvcd
uccordnng,*o the applicanta‘ appraisal, by“about ten mzle, of p
ranging from Two s 5o six iﬁches infﬁia“e¥c¥, vned bf'the.
Councy‘of"aanta Laxr Testimofy‘indiépﬁés abo ut qS cugton 'atJ'
| preaeﬂ ' eerd f*om this l*ne._ iz latucr ;in ,'“eiwr. d to &5 uh
_“County l;nc," wau _ngtu;le he Countf for use in ﬂonnecuion witb
qad' ‘intenancc and origin al;y uoom watcr from thn crcek “or~h

"dOﬁnatre»m the\v* l ge o; nlm¢de1 ‘ke olanst olpe on botn sysuems

~nts contend that they have been serving jater szbﬁgh

Y

their own Sthom«SlﬂCC 1927 vmthou* raking any .nargco for natcr and
what hei“ prcdeceusor had done likewise since lanptloﬁ of crvzce in

They have also mc*é recently been ’urnlﬂthg ’rnc wator by
of the so-called Couns y line, to water users along That lzne. Up
'abcuc & year 4go, applic ntS’ WAty Sul plemcnted the aupply
pod £ to thﬂ uouruj iin a fro %he erock ‘t’ h guﬁct*on of‘nlqucn

"d'and"er ram nVCnLC but a typhoid enidcm;c occur cd iﬁ tho mer
208, IR

4r\’
A

of 19L7, wscrcuvon the Soard of ealt“~po tcd thﬂ creek below'thc
;l;&ge;df*nlmaden as‘no]lutﬁﬂ- sindc that tlm npplmcante"wathr huuua,f ,

‘hééikﬁtod‘*he exclusive supply uo thc County l*nc.ﬂ It is. allcged by

-‘app*zca. S tho 2% the deeds o property oOld by thcm *nd tneir predeceo- f;,

aOT p:ovi ouly ﬁor the: laymng of pzpc *1ncg for the uervmcc of watc* 'g 5

. . : 'll

naKing nc'mcnu_on of et urpcg.
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| ‘Initial“usciof'tﬁe‘County line for domestic»tutpdséé,was« |
;ﬁade by LnAlVldUulS tatp4n direttly into*the line, rQIYingftpon the
 uOk?tj o* Santa C.ara vQ keep the lzﬁe in opera tinﬁ tonditioh."?hé

| Alﬁadeg Uatrr User Aosoc*utlon a vol untary a"@oc1atlon o* 1nd1v1d-"
_ﬁals'réco v*ng vater “rom the County line, sub coucntly wab organlzcd"‘
for t“c purpogc of malnta;nzna this line, and for that purpooe has

Madc monthly flat charﬂcs on an allegedly non-proflt ba31

| | The tounty'no ;onger uses its line for its own purpo*ct.
Atplicahts aliége‘thAt Lf; J; IicKennon of the. Board of § upcrv1 sors of
thé‘Cdtnty of}Santayciara indidatedlthe;County's willzngnesé'to~deed}

its‘l4ne to*a prdpe*ly c-'z.u':l*xov'*"2."e<:’. party for a 1ominal‘amount;

" uppllcan 5 lty clazm to thc County. int on. the basxs of a contract be-

.woen thc County of" Sapta Cl'** and: upp&lCunC57 prcdccosaor., Appll-,
‘cantS'stgtq_th¢ ‘vbcn they acquzréd thcxr water propcrtmes 1& 1927 thqy
"cétséd notite’tofbé serbed'uponithe tbc“-cyistlﬁr water uue longthct”

Countylliﬁcvto«devfst.fréﬂ main*ainmng,the¢r conaoctions to tbo lzne
Mwlthout pe*m:ssxoﬁ from aDDlLC . ‘ | |

”hnro wcrc numcrouu comp;a*nto rc~mstcred‘at tﬁevheariig '

,concc“n*ng tho qual ;ty ol the water and tho cont;nuxty o* s;rvxcc.‘v
appli cant contcnd that at ﬁo time was. the Bourd of X alth found thc;r"

waver o bc lﬂdhrlOLS o hcu*tn, and meinta ins that. the t/pnOLd CDI--‘
"d “~c of the sun cr"~ of 19L7 was llmltcd £O0 users of wa cr from the

‘Co unty llnt,'tht lattcr at the time relyxnp on’ the water from the
Creeﬁ.at the Dc:ttor:x--o*‘~ nlJ-den Village Lor at ;east a oortion of 1t°
-éuptly;"npp11cants ftrthcr nazﬁ ain th at 1ﬁterruptmons to servlce ;n ,7
rcccnt pcrmodg huvc bccn limltcd to nocessary “Cpalro to pzpe lzno
,Povcvcr, comtl inants st e tn“t even since the time thdt uppllcants'j
water hﬂs constltuted'thﬁ olo ‘source of suptly to the County llno
tkc watcr Has been matcrlally alscolorod und hao con a;ncd mucb

' ..,cd..ment on ﬁmcrouo OCCg.tllO"lS.




It Wag coouended bj witnesses that, wmth appllcaot -water
as *héfexclu sive source of supoly, there nao been an 1nsuf'1cicncy of
ter to meet reouxrements along the Count y-line. &esoondmn to
cuesolo S *elutlve to thc adcquacy of water supply, appl;cants in-
lomcated that chey were assured by an enginecr about two yearv 1go that
the water upp’y was caoab e of ouoolflng a lar ~er zcrrzoory thgn tho“
sorfedL; ~urther, as 1n01Cutmve o* the ext nt of water oupply, tth |
referred to & reoort by K. L. Haehl, dated Dccembcr 5, l9°3, scotlng a
‘valoe,o* UOO OOO on. vhe water rzgnos theﬁ neld by appﬁlcants' prede-\
cessor, and also co a laoer :eport'bJ :aﬁn '”1obe os dated :ebruazy.si
1929 valuin0 the was r'**vhts”at from 90 000 to 4 lOO OOO.” npplzcantg
‘ do noo 1nd1cate any al y Te. ource op wa*er as ava lable ;f Alamntos7;
Creex shou_d d*y up curlnr extremc drough:mcondztzoﬂo, whmch are |
;ulleged o navn oecﬁ approac hed 1o 1928 or 1929, &nd otate thej do not
propose o acoulre aoy addi tzona; water r;gnts.-- _
| ”eotmmory in dlcates that apolmcarts' oourcc of water upply

av ovc-y Glen on Alamltoa Creek is located Just downstream of a puxuc
u.ound and thao further upstream is- located the summer rcsort of |
" mein Cree&:, together w;th about 20 summer~cabmns,aad,o sw;mmzng pool}‘
‘all pote tlally dlsc arg*ng ewage'through‘oopoic'taﬁks,aﬁdVofher' |

waooe wooo ' 1@0 the sou“ce of woter supoly otrcamw Powover it wao,‘

[jnot os*ao lshed that apolmCants' vater at any time nas, been found by

"test to be 1nvurlous %o hea lth.

oan Jose Water Worko has recently extended its dlotrzbut;on
systom about one. Mlle into’ thc area for wh~ch certzflcate is. soughtl
‘ heﬁeln oouth *rom oranbam Lane to Aooznr Road. - & lctter from Sao Jose_o
‘f*atc* Worrs addrcssnd 0 Lrs. R. i nlamoda,'aocreoary Treasurer of
“thc nlmadeo %aoer err Aosocmatloo date May 25 19&8 1nd1Cdtos
.ohao wate* co* any*s wml‘mngneos to serve water alon¢ tho County‘line

*”g;ve“ pern *ssmon by ohe boa*d of oupcrv1aor° to uoo that lmno.




?eﬁfese“ ‘ ves of the Almaden L¢,er Users' Agsoczgtmon and'
vtke Llmaden Grange testm’lcd that members of tHCLr organlzatlonauwerc '
unaninously opuosed to the granting of the certlficate'SOurht by
applicénts It was: tcstzfmcd vhat petitions tc be oreocn edfto *he 

oard 0f Supe*v;woro ave bceﬁ czrcu atcd both in Almhdcn Vlllugc ardl‘
Vvalonb the Coun ty lmne advocaz;ng the service of wa er in these tWO"T
 arcas by Sun JOoC Tator vorks instead of by aoplmcants.' Further iu
was: ated that in tao ¢ormcr ax ea about 65 s;gnctures have bcen sm-b
cured £ from pcrsons 1n that area, execluding persons ownzng property mn‘
the Vi 1lugc but not. ’ocal;y aVamluble_fo Slgﬂiﬁg at UHe tmme, and

that’ in the luttcr area 135 navcs have been anCQ to tnc pctmt;on.,“»

No- sfateﬂc vS or rcp esents t;ons,werc sade by o“'for any customcrs-lnx

r favor of appllCun s. - ) . ‘
It would.apnca“ that wate ocrvmce rcndcrcd in “
" the §as 7has bncn such uhut chc; are without Uhe ,upbort and- confi— |
dencéﬁof the peoplo 1n the ‘area for which the ccr*ifmcatc 15 aought., .
?Altaougq ann11Cants statc t at if cn“rgcv wc*e made for watcr uhej
‘then~would'bc in a‘posmulon té make 1 nroveﬂcn s and render'oet
*ervicé”-g s?ecific fhbrovemcn were agreod To whmch would m¢torial-,
1y _mprovc ,ervmce. Furtncr, no upoczfzc rate° for wuter ucrvzcc were‘w
p es cntcd by apolxcurts for consmdcrutzoﬂ in connection.vitn the;r re-
quo«t for a ccrtzf cate.

Tne record 1n thl° prococdmng doce ‘not provide a basis. for X

‘ g‘a‘tmn tne ccrt;f;catc. ACCO“d*nglj,.uHC applmca tion must be denlod.ti
SRDER"
Avpﬁmcat¢on as envitled above”having\beeﬂ‘filed"with'the.
Commiss ¢on a; bllc ne ring having been held VH reon, the matter
'_“avlna been uubm*ttod an nd the Commission now being:fully 1nformegLinj
the prem_gcq,‘ ‘ ' R R o 'i B
IT I3 ,EYEBY uRD “D that this applmcgtmon be and it is

hereby denied.




) - The foregomng Opln*oq and Crder are hereby aporovcd and .
l"-ordered filed as the Opinion ¢ and  Order of thc Publlc Utllltlea'-

Commiss on of the utate of Call ornma.”

- The effectxvc dave’ of thlo Ordcr shall be twenty (20) ; 

from and After uhe d

ij;é;i?eor |
D@ted at amecaaar‘ Calif ornlu, thls gézmﬁzday
19ue.




