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ZEFORT TH E P”BLIC UTILITIES CCMMISSION OF THE STATE,O? ﬁLIFOR IA

in the Mas tnr of t%e ADDlicathﬂ

of Aumust Dententer (Dententer's L

water Service) for authority to Application Np. 20042
increase water rates near ‘ ‘ ‘ '
Ma*ysvmlle,_vuoa County.

August Dententer, for applicant;
Jonn H. Gray, for customers.
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Aavugt Dententer, MOan business as Dencente*'f Water Se*v-"
ice, and cnpupcd in supolvlnw water for domestic purposea to cus Lom~
ars residing in 2 vubd:vv.ded areavknown as Yuba GardenslTracthof‘&;
located oné mile south cfvﬁhé city of MSrysville;'deé County; asks‘,
the Cdmﬁissioﬁ‘for‘éuthofity-to increﬂse‘rates. Applicaﬁt*aliéges'@
chat 1nc*eased rateg are nccessarv to compensate for the expcndmture
‘uade ln new facm 1t10u ur1n~ the ycar of I947. The Comm¢sszon 19
asked o incereas e thﬂ bayzc month*y fla* rate for a roﬂldence from
’92 0 ¢~.50 and to 1ncruasc the. mlnlmum meter charge from wl 50 to
¢2;per‘month, The mlﬁlmum allowance o*r water is ncreaoed from 600 f“
TO 700 Cuﬁic feet. The chargos *or excess use in thc p onoocd sched-*
ule is *cducud th*ouph Two b’ock- to tvn cents ver lOO cubxc fe 'fo:fv
21l uso ove. 40,000 cub;c feet‘*nstcad of 30, OOO at the rates zn
*fecc.‘ | | | | |

| A'bublic hearing in this proceeding w@s'held,inTMarysvill§ "'

bo’ore Examzﬁer Stgva.uh_




 A-20042
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The water system was installed during thé year 1938.by'Mf,f.
Dententer %o supﬁlv his auto'camp and the residents.in the adjaceht7
aiéa; The gystem was extended to meet the 1ncreas*nm demmnd for
‘service unvl fut prescnt approxxmauely 20 acres of oubdlv1ded verrl-
tory axe being served. Mr. Dententer was granted a certl*zcate to ) |
operase a publ;c usility water systcm in an BO-gcre tract in Dacmsion
No., . J9536 dated Octobcr 15, l9u6 |
Water- 15 obtalnéd from LWO drzl;@d wells.. "We ll‘No;'l is:t
Ten vlnchcs in dzametcr and: 317 feﬁt in dApth, and ”ell wo.&z is 12
1ncqns in d*ametcr and 195 feﬁt deep. Each well ms ecuxpped w;th a f
deeo wcll ,urblne pump dz*cctlv coﬂnuct“d %o an clectrmc motor.r The
water is numned into qrounc torqve t“nku ‘where the z i removed
by .loxm ¥4 zhe whtcr over a series of baffles 01e of h se uanka
has a canacxty of lO OOO gullonu and the othcr _/,OOO gallon,. The
water is pumped from cqch tank by eleccrzcally-drmven boogtor numpa
and‘dlgtr:buped Wlt- the gma of 650-vallon pressure tanks. ‘The dlq—_ '
,tribuzion syqtcm cons£ ts of approxlmazely 12, 000 font of mulns vary—v
ing f*ow 1% to six 1nchcs in dmameter. - There are.lhouconaumero being
scrved 116 on a meter basis and the rema;nde _at flat rates. | |
.WL. Denx “tentor tOSTl’lLd that his books showad an inves tmenﬁf
of 29 888 in Sixed Capltal au of Deccmber 31, l9h7 but his. rev:sed
tewent showcd'aw actua l ﬂxpenditurc only o*.,22,986, Additionu¢}
copital expendinurcs, how;ver, will be required. in fﬁb 1mmed1ate
future to improve the service further. meng w0 the necessity of
removing zas ’rom wa,cr, app;zcznt was comnplled to~1n tall durxng ’
- 1947, eu a cosv of 32, 28/, uhc wrounﬁ storage tanks, booscer pumps, 
fittings and baffles. The,cosc of new neturs, mete“ boxes, new nd"
larger mains, COtéled 2 877, “euulted in an nxpcndmture of
;léL“fbr new facilivies for *hc yeﬁr. The oper“tzng revenueg for
thc'year wefe $L;bdl5 and  uﬂC operating expenses totaled #3,336&
This latter item inclﬁde& 31,494“for dcpreéiatidn_computed on a;
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svrﬂmgkt lin b?ulg.' The 'reful*s of oppr“t*on ghowed 2 ney rcvcnuo
of‘*l 065 ﬁnd o*oducnd s r urn of ls 65% on the undeprocmatcd ’1xed '
capital of 22,986 | Ccmpututzons shcwed th xxed capital’ leso |
acerued dnorocma*lon as %20, LO7 and thc return as 5. 20p'on.vho

tter dasis.

Mr. Ounten er staved that he had some actuai cost records .
<0 au tmutzaco hls fmxeﬂ c;pztal agcecount, but'he h&dfestimated the,
cosﬁ‘o‘ the re*a*ﬁlﬁp faCllltleq from best ln‘ornofmon availnblu.‘

He brcscnthc no e°t1m1 e of\reveruee that would bc broduccd by the
recueszed'ratcs.but'he clt that ¢ 12 rates uhould p*ovxdc aufficmanni‘
rcvcnuc To yleld a more reosonnbln eturn on the 1nvestmunt.‘,nr.
Denventer7ulao staved :hat tno revenucs £o the fi sﬁ.thrbe'monthsf
ol l948-w re 535 per ﬂon h lc % an for the oame oﬁrxod during . l?h?f
for the rcaso that he was installing mevers on all scrv;ccs and thef
minimum mont? ly meter cna*ges wore iess than the mont%ly flat ra tesn

ciaimcd'tha, yhzs *cductlou wbuld be effcctmvo ’or elght months -
the year;dnd‘v erefore, ng ces;:ed to0 have the m;nmmum'meter-:aze. 
incrcased;v 5o admitted,nowever, that the water*#se would,in¢re£sg |
during‘thc summer months ahd the revenues also wouid-inéréése.‘ He
s‘n-wd ac Lhe new ins nll*tmon of mains would enable the vysccm
vo oOTVy more customers. and as Slut in developing the sorvice urca.”
Mr. Clyde Norris, onc of the Commission’s engineers p*e-.
rcport covnr:np an zﬁveotzratmon of thc systom and its
nc report conta incd an anprazgal of tbc ohyomcal
provor‘ies votallmﬁﬁ 520,461, The costs were bascd on upplican*'*
; uvailg.bl«, cost rﬁcordu, and estimates of costs of labor nd matcr-.“
~ials as of vzme of insta ldtion for the rema 1nang items of flxcd |

B cab el. Thc dnp _on annuity wos corputﬁd at the 5% sznklng

fund method and ano~“tﬂd o BLLO. Mr. Norris qhownd thn racordcd

l°h7 operutlng revenues. and oaerutln ex anseu to be the s“mo as
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those pres cnted by anplicant Dbut the adjusted lQh?'operapinm revenﬁcs
are 34,501 and the adjusted operating cxpenses were $3,300. The sum
”“IOO was included in operating revenues for water serﬁibe furnished
- Dententer's auto court and-caban‘whzch had not been charged in
:hé §a3t. The 2dJjusted operating expenses inclgdcd'éﬁvailéwnnce of
34,200 for r. Dentenser’s time managihg ané. operating'tbe syétem,
, iﬁciudéd in\recorded expenses; Mr. Norris used the sun éfTﬁhuO
annugl depreciation allowance. The results of 6peration‘on the
adjuszcd béeis‘c*oduced a not revenue of 31,2C0, yielding'é-retﬁrn'of
L.86% on the flxcd canltal of 20, u61 ’or the yenr. MrQ»Nofﬁié ¢S
timated,che revenuss 2t the requested rates at wS,GOO, the"immediatc
Suture opera ing'expenseu as w3,700,'fesulting in a net revenue of
32,900, and return of 9.29%. |
SuVPT°l conaumcra apbuarpd and protested any increase in
rates;‘alﬁeplng,thaz the pr resent rates in effeoet were fair and re2son-
able and oroduced an adecuate rcturn on the lnves tment. They'contend-
édruhat vhc prosent rates were higher than the ratos in effect on other %
-‘systéﬁs-in'the seneral vicxnxty, and- as phey were escablzshed~only-two.‘
years ago, any increasc;due‘to economic conditions alroady'had:beenﬂy
taken c4¥a o£;‘and the#eforé a furtherviﬁcteaée Was not neéeséary s
sais. uzmc.f‘ S | | R
Othe* consuners compla*ned of the cualxty of water belng
delivered. They stated that the water contmlned green scum and sgnd
andthS'an\unpleasant odor and. *asﬁe« "hes- Witdeeseeradmitted-that
th¢y‘hadfn T repo“tcd vhzs condltxon to mpplzc~ﬁg.‘ ' Dothﬂter
:atéd that wptef‘l Lrped dlrect*y into the qrouﬁd qtorhze uanko
which . we*c dcalpned esnec*ally o “omove tho sand. he ac“a 1on -
snculd'pakglout uhe gas and remove the odors from ‘the wator. Thew’
miins.wcfSVfiushed at regular intnrva“e to maintain frésh water 1n~all

'.pipe:lines dnd.discou“a re thn"forn~tlon of vepetable vrowtha f*om °tiugwf

water., Mr.. Dgntentcr asked uhat cuotomerg 1nmed1auoly rcpor* poor
' - '




water ouality in order that any such condition may be promptly
corrected.

The record shows that the territory served by applicant is

making ‘2 gradusl growth. The system has been exténded‘into sparsely
sovtled areasyto‘méét scatzéred deﬁands for service. Under these con-
diviens the present flot rate will be continued, but theTmont?ly
minimum meter rate wxll be glzgntly 1ncruaoed, torethor with an in~
- erease in the monuhly ouanrlty Hllownnce of wat er.

Anpllcant flnds it necessary to nake contlnued expendmtures
o lwprovo the uervzcc and no doubt there Nlll be at the outaet some

reduction in rnvenue after all services are netcrcd._ In order to con-

serve water and eliminate existing carelcs ness in use of water, applz—7

‘,cmv asks tha the pregon* rule, which pﬁrmzts thc consumcr to chooue
either the flat or measured rate, be modified to permit the ins calla-f
tion of meters at the optzon of the ut;lity. AS the complete mctcr&np

o’ thb‘ ysccm is uryﬁntly n°cessary the requesu will be pranted.
QRDER

Applicxtion as ontitled ab6VG‘having been filed'with the
Commission; a public he*rznw having been held thereon, the matter
havi g been duly” subn*tuod Hnd the Commmssmon bcxﬁg fully advised
in the premises |
IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that the mever rases now
charred byfAugusz Denzenter, doing business as Denténter'S'Watér
Servi@e,for water supplied to his customers in the Yub“ gardens Tract
o.yS} dea'Cou;tyi an§‘¢n the v:cxnxty thereol, are’ unaust,and‘un-
reasonabie‘in:sc«far as they differ *rdm the meter rate"‘dc*5bl£éhed‘
‘hehcin;‘thazvthe rates herein *blmshnd are juat ﬁnd rcauonableA“
rates to be charged for the s rv;ce to be rendered; that the 1ncréauc
in mbter ratés'aut or;zed by uhls decision is hcreby found to be 3u°t$
fieds iaﬁd baeznv it s Crder uoon the foreﬁOLng fmndlngq<of fact and
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_ﬁpon further statéhénts ofzfagﬁ éontained'in“zhc Opinion,which'pre:ﬂ”

" cedes this Order. | | o |
IT IS HER”BY ORDE D that August Dﬂntcntcr, doxnp buulne as

Deqfentvr’ “ate“ Serv*cc be and he is heroby authorlzed to filn in

‘ruad*uvllca e w1th the Pub’;c Utilities. Commmsszon of the S ate of |

Cal orn"a,,*n conformmty w*th thc Comnlssion.s ene*al Ordcr No. 96

wuth;n thzrty (30) day, fron the date of ths Ord@r, the followzny

“[scacduleg of meter rath 2o be cnwrged for all measu*cd water del 1ver—

nd Lo hzu cu...tomere in and in the v;cmﬁzty of Yuba xardeno Tract Ma..

g, Yuba Counzy, on-and after the effectd ive dntc of ch;s Order.

‘Schedule No. 2

APPLICABILITY

hpplicable to all domestic, commercial, and industrial

me:ered service.
R?ITORV
In the subdivision known as Yuba Gardens Tract No. 8, Yuba
Per Month

‘ ‘ R : Per Meter
Minimum Monthly Charpes: o ‘

Far 5/8 x 3/h-inch mctor.................;.;...yl;75ﬁ
For  3/L-inch Meter....seveessencanssnssss 3.00°
Tor l-lnch METETeererrennsensnconsonnss 5.00

The Minimum “Oﬁuhﬁj Chargu will entitle the
customer .o the quansity of water which that
minimum monthly- charge will purchase at the

fol low*ﬁr Month’y ?u&ntzty Rates:

Monthlw uuawultv Ratn

rlrat 1 OOO cublc feez per. 100 cubic TRET. s n0.R5
Next, 2, OOC cubic fer, per. 100 cubic feet..... .20
Over 3, OOO cubic fcet per 100 cubic feet..... CeL2

bm




Schedule No. 2 (Continued)
METER: RATES (Continued)

SPECIAL-CONDITiONS

1. A mener may be installed on any service connection at the re-
quest of the consumer - or at the option of the utility.

I7 IS HBREBY.FURTHER ORDERED‘that jugust Dententer, doing
business as Dententer's Water .Service, de and he iS-hefeby“anthorized_
and‘d rectcd to file in ouadruplxcato with this Comm;ssmon, within,
ten”(lO) days from the offoctxve date of this Ordor, the following
provlolon governzng thc antallation of meters on consumers* scrvxce
-connectzons and the preacnt rule, grantxng the consumer the opt;on
to demand a flat rate servmce connectlon, be and it is hereby can-

'called

A meter may be znstalled on any service connection at the re-
cuest of the covnsumer or at the option of the ut;lmty.

The efﬁectzve date of-thzsvordcr shall be twenty (20) days

from and after the‘d to hcreof.

-

Dated at _ /@azucéqAx" California, thls Y4 d;y of

J




