
Decision No. 41789 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC, UTILITIES CCWf.ISSION OF TEE STATE, OF CALIFORNIA. 

) 
In the I-mtter. of' th e A'ou11cation ) 
o~ Au~ust Dententer' (Dententcr"$ ) 
~!iat,er Sf:)rvice) for authority to ) 
increase,water ,ra·tes ',near ) . 

Application No. 290~2 

Marysville 1 Xuba C'OU!"lty.. } 

----------------------------) 
Au~ust Dententcr, for applicant'; , 
J . U f"'. .(' onn .... ..tray, ... or customers. 

OF'INION -----.-. ...... -

A':.H~ustDententer, doin,~ business as Dententer's, Water,Serv

ice, and <mg.:ip;cdin supplyinf; water for do:nestic 'PUrposes to custom

e:"s residing' in a subdivided area known as Yuba Gardcn$ Tract, No,. S:, 

loea'tec one mile south of th'e city of :JI'.a'rysville 1 Yuba County" asks 

• the Com:d .. ssion for authority to incre~se rates. Applicant alleges '; 

that increased rates a,re necess~ry to compensate for ,the expcnd,iture, 

made,in new fo.cilities durin; the yearo:! 194.7;. The COn".niission 1S 
", , " "'-1 

asl<ed. to increase th~ basic mont!'lly flat rate for a residen'ce from: 
• .' r ' • • .' • ~ 

~2to~2.50 and to increase the minimum meter charge from .;j;l,~;O~,tol,: 

,~2 per month.. The minimum allo'I1a."lce of, water is increased' from 600' 
, ' 

to 700, cubic feet. 'l'l"~e charges for cxces,s use in the propo~ed. sche'd'~ 
. '. .' ,'. .' . 

~le is redU:ccd th:::,ough t',.:o blocks to. ten 'cents per 100 cubic feet £·or 

all US0 over 40.,000 c,,;,bici'eet instead of 30,,000 at, the rates in . 
effect. 

A public heating in this proc'ceding WOoS held inW~rysvill,c 
, ' 

b(~!ore Examiner Stc.va .. '., 

-1;" 



A-29042 
1\~? 

The .rater system "lIas installed during the year 193$ by I~. 

Dcn-:.ent.e:- to supply !':.is auto camp and the residents in the adjacent' 

area. Th~ sys-:em was extended to meet. theincreesing'de~ne. :for, 

service until,at pr~scntapproxirnately 20 acres of subdivided ''tcrri-' 
.' 

tOr'll a..""e be'ing scrv:;:d. Mr. Dentcnter was granted a certificate to 

operate a public u-<;ility water system in an $O-~cre troct in D~ci$ion 

No, 39536 dated. October 15, 1946. 
, . . " , 

~"Tatcr'isobtained from two' drilled wclls.,'\'lell No.1 is 

ten inches in diameter and. 317 '.fe~t in depth, :).nd ':lell No. 2 is .12. 

inches in diameter al'ld 195, feet dcc,p.. Each well is, equipped with ,9-

deep well turbine pump di:-cctly' CO:'l."'lQcted to o.."'l ·electric motor~·' The, 

water is 'Pumped into. ground stor~.ge. tanks where the gas is removed, 

by f1o'.ring t.he wf~tcr ov~:-.:t series of, baffles. One of these tt;l.nks, 

has acapo.city of 10,000. gClllon.s, and the other 15,000 ga.llons. The 

... rater is p1.Ullped from et.ch t.:tnk by electrically-drivenbo,oster pump,s 

and di:tribut·ed with the aido! 6,0-~allon prcszur~tanks .. · . The dis .. > 
. tribution system cons·ists of ap?roximat.ely 12,000 re~t, of' me-ins vary';' 

ing from 1~ to six inches :in diameter. . There are 140 conswnc::rs being 

served, 116 on a. meter basis a."ld the remainder c.t f1a't ra'Ces ... 

YJr. De::.tentcr't0ztificd that. his books show~dan investment 

of~29:, SSS in fixed capital as of December 31, 1947., .but his :revised 

statement showed "an o.ctuo.l expenditure only of. ~22,9$6~ AdditioM.l 
, 

co.pita1 expenditures, ho·"ever" will be required in the imrnedi~te 

future to i:r.prov0· th~ sorvice: further,. O"ring to. the necess.ity of 

removing gas from wa~or, D.pplic:mt· W.lS compelled to insta.ll during 

1947, at.l cost of $2 ~ 2$7 ,. thegr~und st.orage tank's ,boos'C.er pumps, 

f1 ttings and baf·!,los. ':he' cost.. of new meters, oct'or boxes:, ncw.and 

1arg~r ms.ins, tot~1ed :;;2,877, ond resulted in an expenditureo! 

'~5 ,164'for ncwi':3;cilities for tho ye:~r.. The operating revenues· for 

t.he yoar ·.,.;ere $4,401, and the oper.ating expense's, totaled ~3:.,)36,~ 

This latter item included $1,494 f'or depreciation computed on a 
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1'he rp.sults of oper~t.ion showed .1 n€t revenue 
" 

or'tl,065 :'\nd "O!"ocluc~d. a r~~urn of 4. .. 65% on the undepreciatcd fixed 

ca.pit..ll of ~:22 ,9S6. Cornput.c.tions showed 'the fixed c.'lpi 'Co. 1 less' 

.:l..CerU0c. do~r;~ciation ns '~20, 1.,.07 'and t.he return as 5.20% onth'e' 

:·1:-. 'Di,n1tanter stated that he had some actuc.l cost record's ,. 

to 3'.lostantiatc his fix~d ci';i.pito.l ac.count., but 'he had'i estiln:.:ited the., 

cos'to:>t. he' re:n.~::'ning facilities i'r~m best ini"orm.:-,t,:ton aV.lil:aole." 

He prcsentt::d no es:timtl.te of rever.,ucs that would 00 produced 'by,the 

rcoucstt;)C; r~,t.cs, but he folt th.:tt th·:: rtltes shol.l.1d provide su.f!ici~nt.: 
. I 

revenue to yi€::'ld a more reo.son,~bl"J return on 'the invE:st:n€nt. J.!r~ 

Den~llte:::, c.lso st~ted th.~t'the r~vcnucs for tho first thr~e':nonths, 

of 191.,.8 wl3re ~35 per:nonth less tho.n for the samcp"}riod durin~1947' 

for th£: :::'CD.son th,Ott h€ was installing metors on r-ll services anc. the 

~inimu':'!'l :lonthly !'netcr cho.rges ~"'C'rC less than t.h~ mont.hly !l~t rates~, 

?c clc.imoc"thnt this, reduction would be effective for'ci~ht-months ' 

of t~c yc~r; and th~reforc, he desired to h:1ve the minimuI!lr:lcte-r rs:te 

inc:'"e,~sed.· H~ <ld:nitt~d ,howcver, tho.t the wcl'ccrusewouldincr0 .... ;.se 

d ur:'ng the S'.l.:nr.lcr mor.ths .'llte t!1.e :-e-:enuez .:!lso' would· increase.' He 

st:"tt.;:d thc.t thc newinst:'l'll,':!tion of m;lins would .:-nabla the system. 

to serve mo!'C? custom~rs ,:l.."lc. 0. ssist in developing the service' area. 

l'~. Clyde Norris, onco! the Commission 1 s cn.:;incf:rs pre

scnt·~d' a report covr'lrinp.; an inv~sti~.?ti6n of the system' :~.nd its 

opcr:lt.ions. . The !'eport cont·~incd an .:1.1'1'r.:1is0.1 of the physico.l , 
" 

properties'toto11in~ ~20 ,4.61. 7hecosts werc based' on cpplicant' ~ 

, av~il~ble costr:::cords,.:lnd esti::J,~tes of costs of labor .;'.nd rr.atcr

ials as (Jf time of inst,~11C'.tion for the rerr.o.ining' it~ms of fixed;' .. 

c~pite.l. The deprr,:ciation nnn1;iity was, comput.od at the 5% sinking: 
" 

fund method .'lnd ,amounted t.o ~1.,.40., 1-1r. ,Norris" showed tho recorded 
J :'.'0 

, 19/~ 7' oper~ting r(~venues'3nd opcro.ting expenses t:b bt: the' so.m0 "as 
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those pr0s'cnted by a~plicant 7 .but . the .:ldjust.cd 194 7opcratinr.: revenues 

'1:~'!'~ )4,501 o.."'ld the ~djusted oper:,\tin~ expenses were $3, ~OO. The sUm 

o~ ~100 w~s included in operating revenues for w~ter service furnished 

i~lr .. ' Dc::.tcnt~.:rts ~.uto court and c.t\bins' which had not been. char,ged in 

Th(:! adjusted operating oxpenses included' an '.:lllowanc,e of 

'\ C '~1,2 0 for 

not included in recorded expcns·cs. Mr. Norris used the su.":1 of> ~440 

'!or a.."ln'U<~l depreci~tion !=l.llow!=tncp,. The results of operat.ionon th~ 

adjusted basis p:r-oduced a ,net revenue o~ :~1,200, ,yield:ing a.return of 

4.86% on the fixed capit~l of ~20,461 for the ye: ... r. Mr. rJorris es

ti~atcd ,the :r-evenU'2S at t.he requested :"r:o.tes r.'.t $5,600, th€' ir.Jl1cdiate 

future,oper~ting ~xpcnses ot ~37700, :r-esultinp'; in a net revenue ,0£ 

,~\, 000 'an.,) ~ .... c ... u ....... 01:' 9 1")f'Vf!' 
~-., ~ ",.', ~...:.... "... ., .£""1:,0. 

S~veral consumers appeored and protested any incre~sc in 

rates; ,all'~f;ing th:lt th~ present r:::.t~s in effcct ,.,ere f.?,ir and r~aso:c.-

able a.."'ld produc'cd an adecuate return on the investment,. They, contcnd

edthat the pr.:!sent rotcs were hip;hcr than the rates' in effect on 'other 

syster:ls in'the ;;eneral vicinity, anci'l.ls th~y were ~stablished'only two. 

yoo.r$ .9. go , .'lny increase. due to economic conditions already had b&en,; 

taken care or , and therefore a i'u:r-ther increase "..:as, not necessary at 

this, ti~c •. 

Othc:" consumers complained of the c t:.ality of ' ... .ater ~'being 

delivered. They st.'lt.ad th~t tho,. w:.tcr conttlined green 'scum and sand 

a!'ldhas an unple&sant .0dor.1.."'ld taste. These wit!'lcsses admi.;tted that 

they, h:~d. not, repo:r-tcd t.hiscondi t ion to t~p plicant. Xft.r.· Dententer 

statedth~t water ispU1':!ped directly into the .Q;round storage tanks 

wl'lichwere dcsi~ed espcc:L~llY to rp.move. the s::md..The ,aeration 

shculdtake . out the gas ~"ld remo':c t.he odors f'rom the water.' The, 

rrl8.ins, i"'0'!'~i'1 ushed at re~lar interv$lls to ~intain fresh w~ter in. all, 

p'ipe lines :m.d di.scourage the 'for::uttion of ve?,etaole growths from still· 

·>'J~l.tcr .. , v1r •. Dcntcnter .?sked that custOr:1crs im."l1edi~telyreport poor 
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It: .. ? 

i 

wa-cer ouo.iity in ord~r thQ.t any such condition m,~y be promptly 
-', 

correct-cd. 

'!hio) record shows thC\.t th~ territory served by' ."pplicant'is 

:naking.~ gr~.du~l gro·..;th. The system has. been extended into spo.rsely 

settled arc~s tomcat scatt.ercd demands for service. Under these .con-

ditions the present £l~.t ro.te will be continucd r but the monthly 

rninimu.~ t.'lElter rate will be slightly increased, together with an in...: 

c:-ease in the monthly cuantity o.llow~nce of W:lter. 

Applicnnt finds-it necessary to mak~ continued. expenditures 

to improvp.thc service and no doubt there · .... ill b{~ at the outset some 

reduction in revenue after all services .lre metered. In order to con

serve water and elimir.at·c existing carel.essness in' use of water,::l?pli-' . 

cant asks that the present rule? r which 'Pj~rm~ts the consumer to choose. 

cit.hertha fle.t or :neasu:-ed rate ,be modified to, :oermit the in5to.llo:-· 

t.ion of meters at the option of the utility. As the complete .metcrin~ 

of th~ 5yst-em is urgontly necessary the ~e'=luest will be grante~. 

o It D B it ... - ..... -. .... 

;"'pplic~ti'on as ~'!'l'ti'tl<Jd above ho.ving been filed with the 

COr.l."!'lission, a public heo.ring h,'lving been held thereon ,the matter 

h~ving been duly' su'o~itt.cd, o.nd the Commission 'being fully advised 

in theprcmi$"~S,. 

IT IS HEREBY FO~u AS ~ FACT th~t the ~eter rates now 

cho.r::,;ed by Au~st Den,t~nter, doing business 0. s Den'tenter' $ Water 

Se~icc,for w~tcr supplied to his customers in the Yuba Gardens Tract 

No. S, Yubo.· Cou .. ,ty, a.."ld- in' th~ vicinity th0rcof, n ria' unjus.t, and un

reasonable in so fn.r ;).s th~:r differ from tho meter rc.tes establishcd 

herein; th..'it. the rates herein cst.~blish~d Ilre just m.nd. reasonable' -

rates to' be charged for the servi ce to be rendered; that' the incre'aze' 

in m~tcr ratest.luthor1zed by this decision is hereby found to'oo,justi

fied,;., :lnd ,basin~ its. 'Order upon t.he foregoing f'inding$ of .1'tlctand· 
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.upon further stu.'tcmcntc of fnct con.t,';lined in the Opinion which -prc~ 

cedes this Order. 

IT !S HBREBY ORDERED that August Dententer, doing 'business' as 

De:'l.te:ltcr's ''!'''.ter Servi.cc, b.e al'ld he is he'reby authorized to file in 

<":uadruplicate '..r,i. th the Public Utilities Commission of' the State of 

Cn.liforni.~,.in confor.':lity "m.:th the Coml'llission';s General Order·N·o. 96, 
'. 

withinthirtj" (JO)do.ys from the d:)te"of'this O~der, th~ .fo·llowin~ 
I " • 

schedules· of me~er. ratcsto be c!'l~rl?;ed for all measured wat.er deli ver

ed. to his' customers in ,~nd in t!'le vici:lity of Yuon. (iardens Tract NO'.; 

$, Yuba County, on ~"ld.'),ft0r the effective date' of· this Order .. 

Schedule No. 2 

~,iETER RATES 

;'P?LICABILI1'Y 

ko'Olicab1c ·to 0.11 domestic, cOI':I.!nercia1, and industri:3.1 .. . 

~etcred service. 

TSRRITORY 

In the subdivision known as Yuba Cardens TractNo.S, Yuba 

County •. 

R:~ '!'BS 
P'er Month 
Pfc:!r Meter 

"II"· ". h' 'Ch J'll.n :J.mum ,Ilont. .... y • ~r~~s: 

'Ff'>r5/S x 3!4-inc!-l meter ........................... ~.~. ~ ..... $l~ 75, . 
For 3!4.;.inch met~r ... ~ ................ ~. • .... •• • ••. 3.00; 
For l .. i'n,ch' .meter .... . ' " .............. ~ . ... 5.,00 

The !Jf.inil~"lU~ :.~on~hly Che.:-gc .,·:ill cnti tle- the 
cus.tomer .tothe qu.:tntity 0:':- water l':hich that. 
minit'lutl monthly charge \·.'i1l purchase .:\t the 
foll'owingMonthly Quantity Rates: 

First 1,000 cubic; feet, ~er. 100 c'Ubic feet ......... ~O. 25. 
Next: 2,000: cubic feet, per. 100 cubiC feet....... .20 
Over ), 000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feet ..... ~ ' .• 12 
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r~"p , 
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SbheduleNo_ 2 (Continued) 

METER· SATES, (Continued) 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

1.' A meter:MY be' installed on any service ,conrie6ti6n at. the re';' 
Cluestof the consumer·or at the option of.' the utility. 

, • • l ' ',\" , 

IT IS h~REBYFURTHER ORDERED that August Dententer~ doing 
.. 

business as DcntenterTs Water.Service, be and he is hereby authorized 

and directed to file in o.uadrupl.icate with this Commission, within 
'. ,I 

ten (10) days from the effoctive· date of' this Order,. the following 

provision governing the installati6n of meters on consumer.s f, service 

connections; and' the present rule, ~rantini2; the consumer the option' 

to d.emand a flat rate service connection,. be and it is here'by c.m-

called: 
~ 

A meter may be installed on any service connection.at the re-
ouest of the c~nsu.''Tler or attbc option of the utilitY',.. .. 

The ef'fectivcdatc of this Order shall be twenty ('20) days 

from an~ after the, a d~'1;; tee .. hereof. . 

Dated': at· ~ .~~~ C 1 '0/' ' h' "f:td f a :Io .. orn:loa·, t :loS· ~ . - ~y 0 

0,/",« 1 1948. 
{/ 


