Decision Ne. 41875

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIZS COMMISSION OF THEZ STATE OF“C&ZIFORN;A'A

Iz tho Matter of the Application of ) ,

NORTEWESTERN PACIPIC RAILROAD COMPANY) . —
for an crder to abalish o creasing of) Appliccticn N¢. 28387
2 publicly used rcad »y a raflrcad in) . , .
Aumbeldt Counsy, Cali fornia. _ )

R. U..szas *or Applicant; HILL & HILL by
ARTHUOR W, EILL J?., fer Pretostants; ¥
EIERY F. x"ITC:mLT.., Doputy District At..ornoy K
for tho Ccunty 2L Humboldt, Pretostont.

OPINTON ON REZEARTIC

In this applic&t;un Yorthvost cern Pacific Ra:léoad~¢¢mpany_
requoests authcrity to abcl sh to public ug 2 road. croasiﬁg of 1ts
trac?s ot grado a* tho °outk cnd ¢f tho station ‘building at Fe"nbridgo"
St_txon, umbeldt. Co unty.f After a pub’ic hoa*iua hold in “uro?a on

‘chembor 20, 1947, the Commissicn issucd its Dcci ion ulllh, d&tod

Janua v 13, l9h8 In whica autherity was grantod to _bulish said crous-;'
Suid cro‘sirg was pnysically clused Fobruary 5, 1948 Subuo-

Gueatly on Fobrﬁo*"-h, 19&8 a potit*cﬁ for roaoarinQ was filed by the

County ‘of Humbcldt. ‘The Cgrﬂiss*on, thereurtur, on :ebruary 2& issued'f~

its order sruntin° rchoa ng. Rohuar;rss wcrc held on March 17 and

Juno 9, l9h8.‘ on this latter d-tc, the m_tter was Submits cda
;ho'main lino cr Nortawesterﬁ Pacif;c Rai’road Companj runu
in a gonor 1 nortncrly and aouthorly dircction from 1buron, Marin .
County, to aureka, } umb oldt County, passing througn tho btation of
Fernbridge. Purallcl and adj“cent to and eagt of the ailroad:
| right-of-way in thiz location 1s State H_ghw_y, U.S. 101, which is
the main north and south artory tarough Humboldt ”ounty.f Immediately
- north of the ztation Bﬁild*ng at ; ?crnbridge 2 public road connccts
i\State ?*g way, U.o. lOl, with tho town or Forndale artor cro,uing
Sel River, Eol River runs gonorally parall ¢l to'the railroad,and?
Soveral hundrod feot west thercof.
The stationm. building at Fornbridge 13 locatod approximatcly
200 foct south of ,a;d Foerndalo Road, wost of and adjacont to tho,
-le




KC-Ap,_28§.- Corr, 2 : | .

tracks. Approximatély LLOO feet south of said Werqdale Rozd and
Immediately south of the station 1z located the crossing herein ;n—‘
volvold. Rack and wost of the rallroad vtation reservation 1s a public
road running apnroximately LOO feet south of tnc pernda_e ﬂighway,
which comnects with the closed crossing. Adjacent to this.npdé are -
several mcrcant;le outabliyhments.(l)' _ |

Apblicant producod teetimony uhowing that this 1atter
croésing wes narrow and hazardous due in part to the fact that freighx .
cars are upotted along the side track adjacent to the station north
of-the crossing and the warehouse inmed;ately south theroof.. Appli-r
cant aloo showed that view o* approaching treins on the main line
is vadly impairod for drivers of vonicloq approuching the crosoing
from the west. .

Apﬁli¢ant contends that all patrons of the mercantilc |
'eqtablishmdnts in tho area west of tho station and betwoon fhe“two‘
cross’ng«.reddily can be sorved by the existing Ferndale Road'crossing
wh;ch 1z only about LOO feot north of tho abolished crossing. Appii-
cant aluo wnowcd that the highway authoritics have made arrangements
to establish antomatic signalo at tho Ferndalo Road crousing,'and-
with tha'advont of theso signals, this proﬁsing'wo@ld bo. & much
safer moans of drodding-tho railroad thon at tho crossing.un&qr7
discussion. | | |

The clou;ng of tho crossing was §fotested by ownorsTand‘
operators of business ostablishmonts and certain of“tho'pdtfons.

Theso people contond that difficulty 4s oxﬁerieneod in gottipg into
and out of the business aroea via the FPerndale Road, whérbas,~if‘the'
crossing south of the depot wero rooponsed, tho patrons'could‘fiqnsacf
tholr business and continue through the area without making & tﬁrn—
around moveoment. Vucn evidenco was producoed to show that, at times,

there 1s difficulty in maxing the turnaround movomeut to get#bacf to

(L) Exhibit'No. o, 4 map,shows the physical charactoristics at
Fernbridge. : :
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XC~ Ap. 28’5'(00:};. 2) | ) : .

the Ferndale Road, pgrticularly whon trucks are backed again;t‘fho'
‘séation platform and cars and frucks axo parked in the arcd. |

Tho rocord shows that the cold storage mnd-locker plant
located back of the depot has 600 lockers, most of which are rentod.
Pructxcally all patrona of the locker plant use. the;r autcmob*lo*
in t*angact;ng thcir busiwo,,. It was pointod ou* that many trmes
automobiles are unable to maneuver in that ares 1n order to turn
around and retrace their route to the Ferndale-Roéd. Photographs
were‘intrgduced in the record to indicate‘the"congésted cdndit;bhs
in the area. - “

The record indicates the following:

1. XNo accidents have occurred at the crossinge.

2. The congestion at times I3 such that vehicles have
- QLifficulty in turning around to get out of the area. :

There 1s no system of parying 30 as to moko the be,t
use. of the area.

Much farm wachinery is stored upon the ro%d back of
Fe“nbridgo Station.

With the reoponing of the crossing south of the

depot, there could be a freer circulat;on of
vravel througn the area.

,If the crossing is %o romain clo*ed, there yhould
be doveloped & better turnaround arca for vehiclou.

Farm.machinery should be cloared from the road in
order to give moro room for vehicle movement. Y

8. Automatic signals aro to o establishod at the
crossing of the Furndale Road over thc Vorthwestern
Pacific.

We conclude from the ontire\recofdlfhat thorc iéfho.noed
Lor twd crossings in such ClOQO proxtmitj to cach othcr, that, tho
road back of the depot should bo kopt cleoar of °torod mach;nery in
order that it may bo used frcoly by voh¢clo trarf¢o, that a 8ys tem
of parking unould be iqaugurated in order to nake bety or ugo of the‘
area, and thet the railroad and thc partieo involved ghould &rrango

to expand the gurnaround arca south of the celd storago planp.
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0N REHZEARING |

Public hearings haéing bocn had upon the Order Granting
Rehearing and the mattor duly submitted; ' |

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the Order in Docision No. L111L
datod Jamuary 13, 1948, 1s roalffirmed and 1s in full forco and effcct.
provided, however, that applicant shall arrange & turning area south
of the cold 3toragofplanf, herein Before referred td; for tho pﬁrnins
of automobiles Which'shall be'satisfactoryfo-the,eggineoré o:.fh;sj
Commission. | | ." . € ‘ o

Applicant shall, within 6Q‘day3'fiom the efﬁoétivo date
of this order, report to this Commiséion; in writing, ﬁrogﬁess boing
made in the dovelopmcnt of said turning area, or its complction.

_ If progress 13 not mado, “hoe Commission will conwider

again rcviowing this entire mattor.

Tho efrectivc dato of this order shall be twenty (20) days
from the date hereor. '

Datod at San. Francisco, California., this o?/) "—day oi' “,‘;".} .

. el

‘COMMISSIONERS | '




