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Decision N~. 41908' 
I 

BEFORE THE ~"UBLIC UTILITIES CO~:l,:rSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA' 

) 
In ,the r·:atterof the, Applic~tion of ) 
OSCAR SPANO ~nd ANTHONt J. PASCO, for ) 
~ Cert.ificate of Public Convenience ) 
and Necessity to oper3te a public ) 
utility w~ter system; and to establish ) Applico.'Cion ~io. 29064. 
rates for water sorviee' in the unin- ) 
,corporD:tcd c.reo.' described, as G~denvicw ) 
Suodivis.ion.. ..... ,· ) 

--~--------------------------) 
Thompson'& Thompson, by H<lrold B. Thompson, 

for applicD.nts; 
Clyde E. C:..te, for consumers; 
H •. M. Norton, for'Ceneral AmericC4nLife 

Insurance Company; , 
Home~ J. Kinsey, for himself. 

o PIN ION .... - ~ - - -"..-. 

In this o.pplic.'ltion Osc.o.r Spano and Anthony J ... Pasco, doing 

business as Gardenvi<iw ~:ater Sys~em, ask the Public ' Utilities 

~ocmission for a certi;'ico.tc of public convenience and necessity to· 

, o,erate· 0. public utility 'ft3.tcir' system, ,for the purpose of furnishing 

~""Ilterservice to ~ 40-3cre real est.;l,tc development known o.sGo.rden

"riew Subdivision, located .:lpproxim.ltcly one mile north of the 

~lor'therly corporate bound.lry of the ','ci tyo! Fresno, }'resno C¢unty .. 

7::.c C.ot:mlission fs -llso asked to establish a $3 flat ~ate monthly 

cho.rgc for the scrvi cc r~nder,ed. , , 

A. public he~ir.g in this prococdin,zwas held at, }"resno. 

The subdivision that applicantsd~sire to serve is bounded 
I 

on the north' bYD~ytonAvenue 1 on the ~';est by C.rystal Avenue." on the 
f"· , 

, " 

south by Shields Avenue and on the C.lst by lJest Avenue, as delineated 
c~~ , 

on a map marked t'Carcienviow" filed ",,'i th the o.pplic.::.tion as EXhibit.. B. 

The parcel of lend has been subdivided into eight blocks cont~ining 

.:l total of 160 lots, each having an area of approxil:lD.toly 7,550:squarc 

feet. Two of these blocks cont.-lining ~total or 40"lots- are:o.t.,:prc,~-, 
~nt·undeveloped .. 
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The w~ter system was installed in July, 1947, oy ~~. Elmer· 

Cupp, ,a 'building contr~ctor, to furn1s~ w~ter service for some 60 

new homes being constructed by him in the subdivision. It is, reported 

that at .:.bout the time the instD.llation was completed ~!:-., Cupp o(:camc 

involved in financial difficulties D.nd the water syst,e:l and other 

holdings were taken over by the General AccricanLife Insurance 

Compa.ny which was flt'...a.ncing the rcalc~t.:lte development. Tho ·in

surc.ncc company later entered into an a~recmcnt with applicants, who 

are real est~t~ d:cvelopers and builders, ,to cO::lplet~ the unfinished 

homes in the tract, .:md recently transferred" the ownership of, the 

water system to applicants as part payment for the completion of the 

new' homes. 

At the time the system was installed; it consisted of 

approxim.:ltcly 715 feet of six-inch and .. ),020 feet 'of spiral weld ,steel 

pipe paper 'Wrapped and dipped. A well ten inches' in diameter and 170' 

feet in depth and equipped with a 15, h.p' .. electric driven deep well 

centrifugal. pump o.utom .. ~:tically pressure controlled "-nd. ",,-1 th :.:l r.:lted . . . 
capacity of '360 g:lllons p€:r minute; 115-.f'ootheo.d, was installed, 

together with a' 5,OOO-gallon steel pressure t.lnk. The pumping'.equi:p- , 

llent. is located. on a lot oWned by applicants and is 'installed Q.t,the 

.'lorthwest corner of Fount.:lin;..[ay ,'lnd Wa.rren Avenue. The completed 

?lrlns provide for an a.dditiono.l well .:.ndpump to be loca.ted· on: ,the 

~ame lot. The proposed standby pump is to be interconnectcdwith'thc 

present 5, OOO-gallon steel, pressure t.:lX".k. ' 
. . 

In recent months, at the request o£ property owners,who 

were obtaining water for their. homes from the GardenviewI-!utual l'.iatcr 
, , 

t::ompany,. applicants extended thei,r £aciliti~s to serve 22 homes, 

located on Fountttin' \"1.:1y between ~;es-e: and Vl~ren .A.v~nucs formerly 

served by .. the mutual system. Service from the utility"s :new I:Ul.in ex

tension was' not immediately avail<lolc to several mutuo.l';.customcrs 
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u."ltil cha.nges could. be I!~d.c· ir~ th\:;ir house pipe connections·.. In 

order to pro'lide zervice to these hol':'l'~S, a t~II1por.:.ry pipe line W.lS 

installed interconnecting tht: ~ins of both systems,. As the purity. 

o~ the mutu:ll systetL sUl'piy ~s qucsticnt.:d b~r witnesses at' tho heo.ring 

end a.lso beca-usc tho intcrcOnni':ctlng of se?Q.r~t~ sources of'w~ter' 

supply cOr...flicts \\"ith. the rules, of the public health authorities,. 

it is recommended that this cross connection be eliminated 'as soon 

as possible: 

:"'s no eot:1.~tl:s of the- CQst ,of the w:ltcrsystom ~/crc 'av~il-

~ble t9 engineers of the Co~~ssionTs staff, ~ report ~nd cpprai$~l 

of the estirklted cost of the system was prep:lr~d o.nd pres{:ntt:d .:):t 

the: he<.a'ing; Th~ report shows the estill".atcd c~pittll invest:lcnt to 

be '~:12;65$ ~s of Febru..1.ry 12, 194$. 

~\:r. OQc~r P.. Spano 1 one of th<: owners of the system) 

tc:stified. th.lt sinc~ thE; appr.:l.isal \,1:;1S· prcp~red 'by Co~"tission;cngin¢er~ 

.31 .::ldditional .3!4-inch services Move been installed ~,nd n f"ur-inch . 

;'~~.in ~xtcnsicn approximo.tQly 625 .fO(;t in 'l~n$th nmdcto .serve the 

:;:.rC:l formerly served by tho' !llut\U\l system. The ~dditionsto the 

;.:.:;\tcr system increased' the' 'tot.:".l estimatcd· co.pitalinvc,stment t¢ 
, 

':~13', >24 as of July 2, 194$'. 

In thisproceoding, applic.lnts request the establishmont'cf 

:4 ::lonthly flo.tr:ltc Charge of :~3 for dwelling houso~"whicr.include,s 

th-.;: right to irrigate Co lawn or g;arder~ o::::-e~ of not morE: th.m4.00. 

:;;'.1c.rc feet 1 ane! for each .?ddi tional 400 so..u-:lrc fec·t or c.£rclction 

t~~roo£ SO cents. 
oj 

For 0. ho~s~ trail~r or tont when used ~~ :l dwelling 

~:·.l J:>cr mon'th7 "fhich amount i:lcl1,l.c:l.es the s.?.me go.rdcn irrie:o.tion charges 

.;;,~ sho~ above. For ·pl:lcCS of business or anycomecrcla.lor indust-rl"': 

~l use ,.:1 $5 mom~hly ch.:.rg~ is rcque$tcd~ This charge alsoinclude-s . 

tho s~c"propose,d gard.en irrig:ltion ch.:.rgos .;lS ,requested for domestic 

dwellings. 
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At the hearing, applicunts requested that the ~pplic~tion 

be ru:lcnded to inelude mc·ter r::l;tos. 

No other public utility watersystc~ serves this territory 

and no one appeared o:t the hC,aring to protest granting of the cer

tificat~ or the' establishment of the r.cquestedrat'es.. Under ,the' cir

cumstances, the au.thority soughtwi~l be grant.cd,~ The ro.tes estab

lished. in the ~ollowing Order "are somewhat lower. than req\l~stcd but 

should be sufficient to' yield asa.tisfactcry return on tlje opcro.~ 

tions. This schedula of rates: compares- :favora.bly with the ril'tCS 

of similar utilities operating' in the general vicinity, under similar 

condi't:4ons. 

The certificate of public convenience and neccs~ity granted 

herein is subject to the !ollo~~ng provisions of law: 

~That the Commission shall ~ve no power to authorize 
the co.pit:J.lizationo£ this· certi£ic~te of public convenience DJld 
necessity or the right to own, oper.o.te or enjoy such certificate- of 
pu.blic convenience ~nd necess~ty in excess of the amount (exclusive 
ofrJ;ny tax or .:tnn~l chargo:) actunlly p~id to 'the State as the 
consider~tionforthe issuc.nc~ of such certific~t.e of public con-
venience and necessity or right.~ . 

Applico:~ion o.s entitl(:d above having been filed with the 

Public Utilities Cotlmission of the StD.te of Ca.lifornia., a pu'bli.c 
.,' .. 

hco.ring having been held thereon, the ~tter having:''bcen duly .sub-
. , 

:nittcd~D.ndthc Coomission being fully advised in the premises, 

THE PUBl.IC UTILITIES cor<![~;rSSION, OF THE ST~ TE OF CALIFOiW1A 

hereby declares that puclic convenience and necessity' require, ,and 

will require, Oscar. Spano o.nd Anthony J. POlsco-, co-p.;lrtners, doing 

business under the fic-titious n.:mc or Gardenvicw. "i'l~tcr System to' . , 
operate Olpublic utility w~ter system in 0. subdivided Olrec-' known~s 

Gardenview SubdiviSion, located approximately one mile north of the 
~ -

northboundari~s of the city o£Frcsno, Fresno County, said area 
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being more p~rticulurlY, delineo.t~d \:opon 0. map of C~rdenvi¢w Subdivi-, 

sion attached to the ·applicc.tiCln herein" which In.:l~ is hereby rode .:l 

part of this Order 'by refert!~cc. 

IT IS HERZBY ORDERED o.s !'ollows: 

1. That 0. c~~rti£ic.::.te o! public convenience ar..~ neces:sity 'be :::md 
it 1$ hereby granted to us.car Spano and ,Anthony J. ?~sco" co
partners, cloin~ bus1ness·~1.s' Gardcnview ~N'ater System" to- opor~te 
0.: public utility water systelll for th~ di,stribut.ie:l c.nd sale:, of 
water within'the t<;.irritory,her<:inbci'orc described. 

2. Tha.t O::;ear' Sp~nc c.n~ I.nthony J.' ~"~se~', c'=,-,::.rtncr~" e.ci:lg 
business c.s Co.rcicnv~:cw ".iater S~tst~:!, b~ c..nC: ar~ hereby .:.uthorizcc. 
c.nd dir<::cttd' to file in quadruplicc.tG with this Cotlnlission" 
within fil'te'cn (15) clo.Y's' from the cf'fec:eivc d~te of this ,Creer, ,:. 
in conforr:i ty with the COl:iruission' s· Ccncr:".l Order NC). 96, tho . 
following s'chedules of rc.tcs to bG ch.lrgcc! for cll WD.'Cc:r s~rvice 
r€.ndore::d to' 'their eustor..~rs on an.;! :'..ftcr the: first. :.:.y 0:£ '&:PtcUl
'eel", 194$, wr.ieh rates are 'hereby 'found t6 be just and reason-' 
able tor t.he.- service to '00 ·rendered.. . 

,~. P?tICABILITY 

Schedule No. 1 

~, E.61! .,;:;,SE::.,;R;,;.;VI;...::.:;C,:,E 

Applicable to all domestic, cOIIltlcrei:::l c.nd industri:ll .use"o£ 
WD.ter. 

:l"ERRITORY 

, In the ~rea known as G~rdenview subdivision locat~d cpproxi- . 
~~tcly on~ mile north of the north bound~ries of ' the city of Fr~~no, 
fresno County" ~nd bounded on the north by Dayton Avenuc, on th~ cast 
~jy ~lest .!\.vcnue". on the:, south by Shields Avenue and on the west by 
""-.r t~l ' ., "'~.l S.;... J.\. ven'.:o • 

For each 3/4~inch s0rvice locat¢d'on a single lot 
For e.ich l,;.,inch s~rvice loc~tod' on c'l sin£:l~ lot 

Schedule No. 2 

, . r·:ONTHLY . ~":ETl!."R SERVICE 

I.PPLICABILIT'1 

Per Month 

, $Z.'50 
$3.25 

Appliec.bl'c to all domestic a.nd cOllll','lorcial use of water. 
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Scheclulc No. 2 
r.~ONTHLY l<E'£ER SERVICE 

TERRITORY 

In the uninco~orated area known as Oa~d~nvi€w subdivision, . 
located cpproxi~tc:ly one :1i1e north of the north boundaries of the 

--'-city of Fresno, Fresno County, bounded on the l'l:0rth ~Y Dayton Aycnue l 

on the' e.:l.stby ~1est ;..venue, on the south by Shielcls JoI,venuc, and on 
the west by Clj"st.:l.1 Avenue. 

i'U',TES,' I 

1·~onthly MiniI:lu::l Clu!rgc: 

For 5/S x 3!J.,.-incn.meter, 
For 3/4-inch meter 
For l-inch meter 
For 2~inch moter 

The monthly minimum ~harge will entitle the 
consUtlor .to that ruuount· of water that th~ 
monthly minim.um ·c.harge will purcha.se at the 
following q,u~ti ty- rate's: 

!,:onthly Quantity Rates: " 

First p. ;600 cubic feet, or loss 
Next. 3,400 cubic foot) por 100, cubic feet 
Next 6,000 cubic fect, per 100 cubic- feet 
Over. 10,000 cubic feet ,.' per 100 cubic 1"oct 

Per ,r.:et¢r: 
Per' !-!onth:. 

.$1.50 
2.,0' 

, 3.00 
6.00 

$1.50 
.15 
.. 12 
.10' , 

- SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

';.,. metermt!.y be installed c.t the option of oithe:r the utility' 
or the custoltcr'. · .. rncn service is cho:nged .fro:n f1c.t to meter rates, 
~t the customer" s ,,.:r1 ttcn. request, such service must be c.ontinuod 
fer not less than 12 months before it cay .again be ch~gcd to 
:flat rates. 

:. That -Osco.r Sp:.no ~nd Anthony J. ?~$co) co-pc,rtners 'doing 
business 0.5 Garc.envicw ~lo.terSystem, within forty (40) d.:\y.s 
from. the effect·iYe d.:l.tc of this Ordor I' sho.ll submit, to this' 
Coornission for its a::?1=)royc.l .four zets of rules: ~nd, rcgul.ltions 
eoverning relo.tions wit~ th~i~ consumers, o~ch set of which s~ll 
conto.in c. ::,uito.blc mp or sketch, dro.wn 'to ~n indicc.ted scale UPO:7.'· 
0. sheet S~ x 11 inchos in zize, dclinec.ting thereupon indist'inc
tive ~arkings the o¢undo.ri~s of their present area ot ,service 
and the loc<:.tion thereof" with reference to the surrounding 
tcrri~ory; provided, howcvur, tholt suchl:l.:l.p or skotch shall not 
thereby be considered by this Commission or o.ny oth~r public 
body, as final o.nd cO:lclusi vo dctcrndno.tion or 0st.:lblish:1cnt' of 
the dcdic.:lted o.rc~ o£ ~ervicc, or any portion thcr~o£ •. 

That Oscar Speno ~~d Anthony. J. Pesco, co-po.rtners~ dOingbusinoss 
o.s Cardenviow ~'!c.tcr Systcm~ within sixty (bO), do.Y3 from the' 
e.f'i'ectivc date of this Order, shall file with this Commission four 
copies of a. comprehensive map, drawn to· an indico.tcd :S-¢o.le of 'not 
less than 600 feet to the inch, upon which sho.l1bc d~line.:ltee by 

,approprio.tc nw.rkinss the- territory presently served., This :::o.pshatald . 
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be rcasona.'bly accurate, show the source and date thereof, a.nd 
illclude sul'ficient. dD.t.a t.o det.erxnineclcarlyand derinit.ely t.he 
location or the property comprising the entire utility area or 
serVice; provided, however, that such map shall not thereby be 
consi~ered by this Cocmission or any other public body as the 
final or conclusive determination or establishment of the d6d-
1cated: ~rea of service, or any portion thereof. 

The erfective date· of this Order shall be twenty (20) 

from and after the ~0reO!. 

Dated at~d ~"4''''';M 1 California, 

h~ , 1948. 

this 

d<lY of 


