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Decision No.

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CCIL.ISSIUN OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

Peninsula Service Corporation for

Certificate of Fublic Convenience Application No, 29037
and Necessity, and for Authority :
Lo Issue 3tocks.

DiMaria & DiLaria, by Philip A. DiMaria,
for applicant; Ym. D. Hoppe, for Whisman
Neighbors Club Emmett R. Burns, for
protestants. '

OPINION

In this proceeding, as amended, Peninsula Service Corpora-
tion, a corpcration, asks the Commission to grant it a certificate of
public¢ convenience and neceSSity to comstruct and operate a’ public
utility water system, within a partially subdivided territory, located
two miles north of‘ché ¢ity of Mountain View, and five miles south~- |
easterly from the city of Palo Alto, Santa Clara County. The Cormi s«
sion also is asked to authorize applicant to issue 5;000 shares of
its common stock without par value for sale to the public.

Public hearings in this proceeding were held in Palo Alto
and ountain View before Examiner Stava.

An amerdment to the application was filed at the first
hearing, asking the Commission to establish meter rates for the water
delivered. The proposed schedule provides for a monthly minimum
charge of $2 with an allowance of 600 cubic feet. The charges for
excess use are reduced through three blocks to 12 cents per 100 cubic
feet for quantities over 32,000 cubic feet.

The territory for which a certificate is requested has an

area of 925 acres, of which 557 acres have been subdivided into one-
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aere 16ts, atd the remainder being still in acreage. The subdivided

portion consists of nine tracts, the first having been placed on the

market in 1923. There are 390 lots occupied and 167 vacant. Vater

presently is suppliecd to the residents in this section from indi-

vi&ualiy-owne& drilled wells by means of electrically or windmill
operated puwups, and by hand pumps. Trere are 487 operating wells in
the area varying from six to ten inches in diameter and from 45 to
300 feet in depth. Storage is provided by small tunks located either
on the ;round or elevated; and water is supplied on the premises by
oressure tanks or by gravity. The residential buildings consist of
450 residences, 15 garages, and 22 tents and tomporary sheds or
shelters. There are 34 business enterprises in the cownunity. The
territory is traversed by the Bayshore Highway and by the liddlefield

Road, which interscct near the cast boundary of the proposed service

Applicant proposes to finance itself through the sale of
stock, or it may Dborrow the funds necessary to construct the Pro-
posed system. Dircctors of applicant corporation will ihyest L10,000
in the project.

The Board of Supervisors of Santa Clara County on Decen-
ber ¢, 147, duly granted applicant permissicn to construct and
operate water dipe lines in, along and under county roads.fn the ter-
ritory éovered by the requested certificate.

Owing to the rapid growth of this section of the county
and to
install and operate a public utility water system to serve aresent
and future residents therein. The construction prcgfam is planncd
to cover a five-ycar period and the system is designed to serve 250

aeres of the most thickly scttled portion at an estimated cost of.




£L9,823. However, applicant's initial expenditwre is estinaved at
w17,040 and will cover the cost of a systum designed to serve the

business district and imwedicto vicinity, as this arca is close to
the well to beo acguired.

Tre well proposed to be used 1s ten inches in diameter and
210 feet deep. The water will be discharged into a 20,000-gallon
cround storage tank and thencc distributed with the aid of a pressure
tank through 25,275 feet of wains varving frow six to two inches in
diameter.

Edward L. Rada, a director, testificd that the avercge in-
dividually=-installed well and »umping plant costs 500, and the
average monthly cost of operating is »7.lk, whercas the wonthly chargeé
for water from applicant's system would average »3, theredby resulting
in a saving in the cost of water delivered, and in future individual
plant investrient. This witness stated that a large nuaber ol the
wells supplying residents in the arca are shallow and produce & hard
quality of water with a disagreeable taste, and subject to »ossible
contamination from septic tanks. He felt that a domestic water util-
ity suprlying a soft and safe water would increase the Qﬁlue of the
ropesrty, stimulate the suvdivision of acreuge property, bring about.
a resubdivision of present holdings, and generally prouote the develop-

ment of the torritory served.

lr. Rada stutcd that he had received 25 requests for water .

service. The residents testifying for opplicunt stated that they have
shallow wells, which produce water unsatisfactory for household use
and insufficient in guantity for irrigatioh sursoses.  Some of these
residents have water softcners, wnd othersbuy water for drinking and
cooking use, and they desire a better quality and o greater quantity
of wator. It appearcd that certain residents can not afford the cost

of drilling wells, and are compelled to carry watcer frow ncighbors

having & surplus available.




The application was vigorously opnoscd by many residents'in
the territory. after the matter was suhmitted at the first hearing,
these residents requested vthe Commission to set aside the swbmission
and to reopen the matter for the taking of further evidence. This |
recucst was grented. The ovjections to the application were nade
lorgely on the grounds that a deep well in the arca supplying o lerge
number of customers would lower the water toble to such an cxtent
that it would result in drying up all existing wells. FProtestants
contended that public convenience does not require the éonstruction
and operation of a public utilivy water system, as 99% of the resi-
dents have an adequate supply and are opposed to the granting of a
certificate, and that the utility operations would reduce preoperty
values by druining existing wells. \

Counsel for protestants stated he represented 306 residents :
and claiized that 99% thereof were opposcd to the granting of a certi-
ficate to apolicant. These residents testificd that they have their

own weils and pumning plunts, nd that clthouzh the watcr in some of

the wells is not entircly the best, they arc now satisfied with iv,

and will so continue until such time as & Utility District can be
formed, and an outsidec source of water of good guality ¢can be ovtained
for the territory. They cxpect to obtain water from ﬁhe San Francisco
Vater Deopartuent's Hetch Hetehy transmission line, which is scheduled
to be installed through this scetion in 1950, |
The principal protest was made on the ground thut the use
of & deen well withdrawing large quantitics of water will drain the
underground supnly. Refcerence was wade to instances in the general
vicinity where shallow wells woere dricd up by puwaping from deep wells.
Two well drillers testificd in behalf of protestonts re-
garding the effect of deep wells on adjoining shallow wells. Several
instances were cited outside of this purticular territory wherc pump-
ing from deep wells had affceted adversely the adjacent wells.
Neivher witness would state definitely thut this necessarily would
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ocecur in this section. These witnésses stated that the only'certaig
way to determine the effcet 6f o deep well upon adjoining wells was
through actual deed well munping operation over a continuous pumping
period.

The protestants claimed that their propertices have a total
value of over ,1,500,000 of which approximately 300,000 has been in-
vested in wells, pumping plante, tanks, aznd pipe lines; and they con-
sidered that the water supply situxtion has been solved for the
present; and that »ublic convenience and nceecssity did not reguire the‘
proposced utility scrvice.

It is clcar from the rccord that sufficicent evidence has not -
been'prosented to warrant ot this time the granting of 2 certificate
to applicant. Undor the circumstances the applicution will be denied.

Apparently epplicant has cxpended considerable funds cnd its directors
have given valuable tiue in meking the necessury investigotions and
reports on their project. The opwosition of‘thc rosidcnﬁs within the -
proposed scervice area nay be overcome in the near future by changed |
local conditions, for therc appcars little doubt but that existing
sewage problere will soon force other sources of water supply to be

provided for this entire territory.
CRDZ

Application as entitled above, wund as amended, having been

filed with the Public Utilitics Commuission of the State of California,

public hearings having been held thereon, the matter having been duly

subnitted, and the Comission new being fully edviscd in the prenises,




tﬁZ?OB? .

IT I3 HEREBY ORDEAED that the above-entitled application
be and it is herecby denied.

The effective date of the Order shall be twenty (20).days
from and «fter the date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this _ Jakt day

ofa pders _, LOLE.

Commigsioners




STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
PRISON INDUSTRY AUTHORITY

Qectificate of Individnal Microfilm or
®ther Photographic Reproduction

Seddion 14756, Booemment Qode

I, the undersigned, hereby certify to the following in connection with the accompanying

microfilm (photographic reproduction):

That I, Thomas Coupe', Industrial Supervisor, P.I.A. Micrographics or _'B‘X‘O3 il _an
employee in the charge of Mr. Coupe’, have been provided with access to the rccordn,

documents. instruments, plans, books or papers (hereinafter referred to as ‘reco:da‘)
oz (. L ACH\QQQHH : : 27, for the putposc of
microfilming; that such access was provided with the consent o of said person or cntityz

that such records are reproduced in the accompanying microfilm; and that each Depart-
ment of Corrections P.I.A. of the State of California repecduction includes the following
identifying symbol, roll number \./0 \ﬂ""{ “—1 -

That pursuant to delegation of the Department of Corrections P.I.A., I am authorized to’
direct and control the reproduction of documents and records of the Department or of

other per: sns and entities in the manner authorized by Section 14756 of the Govexnment

Code, and Section 1551 of the Evidence Code; Lo .execute ‘certirficates ‘as 'réquired by
Seetion 1531 and 1551 of the, Evidence Code; and to certify under the official seal of
the Department,

That this microfilm of the above described records was taken under my direction and

control on the date hereof and that it is a complete, true and correct copy thereof;

That the microfilming or other photographic processes were accomplished in a manner
and on film which meet with the mtandard specification of the United States National
Bureau of Standards and A.N.S.IX.

That this certificate was made at the time of the taking of this microfilm.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Department of Corrections Prison Industry Authority

Zé . day oté‘_@"’ YT

p califomia




STATE OF CALLFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
PRISON INDUSTRY AUTHORITY

Qertificate of Individual Microfilm or
®ther Photographic Reproduction

Section 14756, Bopemmat Code

I, the undersigned, hereby certify to the following in connection with the accompanying

microfilm (photographic reproduction):

That I, Thomas Coupe', Industrial Supervisor, P.I.A. Micrographics or _BI"XQ3 L

eaployee in the charge of Mr. Coupe’, have been provided with access to the records,

documents . instruments, plans, books or papers (hereinafter referred to 4s “records®)

ctﬁ _P.UC at&fbgg;'ﬂf!h: ( Q]ik’ggg“ya for the purpose of

microfilming; that such access was provided with the consent of said person or entity:

that such records are reproduced in the accompanying microfilm; and that each Depart-
ment of Corrections P.I.A. of the State of California repcoduction includes the following
identifying symbol, roll number \/c) \:q""l “ .

That pursuant to delegation of the Department of Corrections P.I.A., I am authorized to’

direct and control the reproduction of documents and records of the Department or of

other per:ns and entities in the manner authorized by Section 14756 of the Government
Code, and Section 1551 of the Evidence Code; to - execute ‘certificates "as réquired by
Section 1531 and 1551 of the Evidence Code; and :o‘certify under the official seal of
the Department.

That this microfilm of the above described records was taken under my direction and

control on the date hereof and that it is a complete, true and correct copy thereof;

That the microfilming or other photographic processes were accomplished in a wanner

and on f£ilm which meet with the atandard specification of the United States National
Bureau of Standards and A.N.S.I.

That this certificate was made at the time of the taking of this microfilm.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Department of Corrections Pris‘o:x Industry Authority

Zé . day of é‘ip‘l' 19 YS

california




